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CHAP. XLVIIL 

Plan of the four left Volumes. — Succeffion and 
CharaSters of the Greek Emperors of C&njtmi- 
tinople,from the Time of IteracUm to the Latin 
Conqueji. 

I HAVE now deduced from Traffan to Conftaii- CHAP', 

^ YT \rTTT 

tine, from Conftantine to Heraclius, the re- , , 

gular feries of the Roman emperors ; and faith- Defeas of 
fully expofed the profperous and adverfe fortunes 
of their reigns. Five centuries of the decline and toty. 
fall of the empire have already elapfed ; but a pe- 
riod of more than eight hundred years ftill fepa- 
rates me from the term of my labours, the taking 
of Conftantinople by the Turks. Should I per- 
voL. IX. B fevere 
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c H A P. fevere in the fame courfe, feould I obferve the 
XLvm. meafure, a prolix and flender thread won k 

' ^ be fpun through many a volume, nor \TOuld t ie 

patient reader find an adequate reward of rnltruc- 
tion or amufement. At every ftep as we hnk 
deeper in the decline and fall of the Eaftern em- 
pire, the annals of each fucceeding reign won d 
impofe a more ungrateful and mekncholy talk 
Thefe annalsmullcontiuueto repeat a tediousand 
uniform tale of weaknefs and mifery the natum 
conneaion of caufes and events would be br oke 
by frequent and hafty tranlitions, a^nd ^ i^mute 
aLumulation of circumftances miift deftioy t^- 
liabt and effea of thofe general piaures which 
compofe the ufe andornamentof a remote hiftopx 

Fromthetimeofl-Ieraclius, the Byzantine theatre 

is contracted and darkened : the line of empire, 
which had been defined by the laws of Juftmuui 
and the arms of Belifiirius, recedes on ad fides 
from our view: the Homan name, the propei 
fubjea of our inquiries, is reduced to a narrow 
corner of Europe, to the lonely fubuibs of Con- 

ftantinople ; and the fate of the Greek empire has 

been compared to that of the Rhine, which lofes 
itfelf in the fands, before its waters can oiing e 
with the ocean. Thefcale of dominion is dimmifln 
ed to oitr view by the diftance of time and place : 
nor is thelofs of external fplendour compenfated 
bv the nobler gifts of virtue and genius. In the 
laft moments of her decay, Conflantmop e was 
doubtlefs more opulentand populous than Athens 
at her moll fiourifliing mra, when a feanty fum of 
fix thoufand talents, or twelve hundred thouland 
' pounds 
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pounds fterling, was poffeffed by twenty-one 
thoufand male citizens of an adult age. But 
each of thefe citizens was a freeman who dared 
to affert the liberty of his thoughts, words, and 
a6lions ; whofe perfon and property were guarded 
by equal law; and who exercifed his independent 
vote in the government of the republic. Their 
numbers feem to be multiplied by the llrongand 
various difcriminations of chara^er : under the 
ihield of freedom, on the wings of emulation and 
vanity, each Athenian afpired to the level of the 
national dignity: from this commanding emi- 
nence, fome chofen fpirits foared beyond the 
reach of a vulgar eye ; and the chances of fupe- 
rior merit in a great and populous kingdom, as 
they are proved by experience, wmuld excufe the 
computation of imaginary millions. The terri- 
tories of Athens, Sparta, and their allies, do not 
exceed a moderate province of France or Eng- 
land: but after the trophies of Salamis and 
Platsea, they expand in our fancy to the gigantic 
fize of Afia, which had been ti*ampled under the 
feet of the victorious Greeks. But the fubjeCls of 
the Byzantine empire, who affume and diflionour 
the names both of Greeks and Romans, prefenta 
dead uniformity of abjeCl vices, w'hich are neither 
foftened by the weaknefs of humanity, nor ani- 
mated by the vigour of memorable crimes. The 
freemen of antiquity might repeat wdth generous 
enthufiafm the fentence of Homer, “ that on the 
“ firft day of his fervitude, the captive is de- 
“ prived of one half of his manly virtue.” But 
the poet had ohly feen the elfe<3;s of civil or 

B 2 doraeftic 
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domeftic flavery, nor could he foietell that the 
fecond moiety of manhood muft be annihilated by 
the fpiritual defpotifm, which Ihackles, notpn y 
the aaions,biit even the thoughts of the proftrate 
votary. By this double yoke, the Greeks were 
oppreffed under the fucceffors of Heraclius j^the 
tyiant, a law of eternal juftice, was degraded by 
the vices of his fubjeas ; and on the throne,- in 
the camp, in the fchools, we fearch, perhaps with 
fruitlefs diligence, the names and chara6lers that 
may deferve to be refcued from oblivion. iNoi 
are the defeas of the fubjea compenfated by the 
{kill and variety of the painters. Of a fpace ot 
eight hundred years, the four fird centuries are 
overfpread with a cloud interrupted by ome 
faint and broken rays of hiftoiic light ; in tie 
lives of the emperors, from Maurice to Alexius, 
Bafilthe Macedonian, has alone been the tneme 
of a feparate work ; and the abfence, or lofs, or 
imperfedlion of contemporary evidence, mull be 
poorly fupplied by the doubtful authority of more 
recent compilers. The four lad centuries aie 
exempt from the reproach of penury : and with 
the Comnenian family, the hidoricmufe of Con- 
dantinopleagain revives, but her apparel is gaudy, 
her motions are without elegance or grace. A 
fucceffion of prieds, or courtiers, treads in each 
other’s footdeps in the fame path of fervitude and 
fuperdition: their views are narrow, their judg- 
ment is feeble or corrupt; and we clofe the 
volume of copious barreiinefs, dill ignorant of the 
caufes of events, the charadlers of the a6lors, and 
the manners of the times, which they celebrate or 
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deplore. The dbfervation which lias been ap- CHAP, 
plied to a man, may be extended to a whole 
people, that the energy of the fword is commu- 
nicated to the pen ; and it will be found by expe- 
rience that the tone of hiftory will rife or fall 
with the Ipirit of the age. 

From thefe confiderations, Ifliouldhave aban- its con- 
doned without regret the Greek flaves and their 
fervile hiftorians, had I not reflected that the fate revolu- 
of the Byzantine monarchy is faffively connedted 
with the moll fplendid and important revolutions 
which have changed the date of the world. The 
fpace of the loft provinces was immediately re- 
plenifhed with new colonies and rifing kingdoms; 
the adlive virtues of peace and war deferted from 
the vanquiflied to the vidlorious nations; and it 
is in their origin and conquefts, in their religion 
and government, that we muft explore the caufes 
and effedls of the decline and fall of the Eaftern 
empire. Nor will this fcope of narrative, the 
riches and variety of thefe materials, be incom- 
patible with the unity of defign and compofition. 

As, in his daily prayers, the Muffulman of Fez or 
Delhi ftill turns his face towards the temple of 
Mecca, the hiftorian’s eye fliall be always fixed 
on the city of Conftantinople. The excurfive 
line may embrace the wilds of Arabia and Tar- 
tary, but the circle will be ultimately reduced to 
the decreafing limit of the Roman monarchy. 

On this principle I fliall now eftablilh the plan Plan of the 
of the four laft volumes of the prefent work. The 
firft chapter will contain, in a regular feries, the 
emperors who reigned at Conftantinople during 
B 3 a period 
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a period of fix hundred years, from the days of 
Heraclius to the Latin conqueft : a rapid abftraft, 
which may be fupported by a general appeal to 
the order and text of the original hiftorians. In 
this introduaion I fliali confine myfelf to the 
revolutions of the throne, the fucceffion of fa- 
milies, the perfonal eharaaers of the Greek 
princes, the mode of their life and death, the 
maxims and influence of their domeftic govern- 
ment, and the tendency of their reign to accele- 
rate or fufpend thedownfal of the Eaflern empire. 
Such achronological review will ferve to illuflrate 
the various argument of the fubfequent chapters ; 
and each circumflance of the eventful ftory of 
the Barbarians will adapt itfelf in a proper place^ 
to the Byzantine annals. The internal flate of 
the empire, and the dangerous herefy of the 
Paulicians, which fhook the Bail and enlightened 
the Weft, will be the fubjea of two feparate 
chapters ; but thefe inquiries mull be poflponed 
till our farther progrefs {hall have opened theview 
of the world in the ninth and tenth centuries of 
the Chriftian mra. After this foundation of By- 
zantine hiflory, the following nations will pafs be«- 
fore our eyes, and each will occupy the fpace to 
which it may be entitled by greatnefs or merit, 
or the degree of connedlion with the Homan 
world and the prefent age. I. The Franks ; 
a general appellation which includes all the Bar- 
barians of France, Italy, and Germany, who were 
united by the fword and fceptre of Charlemagne. 
The perfecution of images and their votaries, 
feparated Home and Italy from the Byzantine 

throne, 
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thronejandpreparedthereftoration of the Roman c H A P. 
empire in the Weft. II. The Arabs or Saracens, xlviii. 
Three ample chapters will be devoted to this cu- 
rious and interefting object. In the firft, after a 
picture of the country and its inhabitants, I fliall 
inveftigate the chara(fter of Mahomet; the charac- 
ter, religion, and fuccefs of the prophet. In the 
fecond, I fliall lead the Arabs to the conqueft of 
Syria, Egypt,- and Africa, the provinces of the 
Roman empire; nor can I cheek their victorious 
career till they have overthrown the monarchies 
of Per fia and Spain. In the third, I lhall inquire 
how Conftantinopie and Europe were faved by the 
luxury and arts, the divifion and decay, of the 
empire of the caliphs. A Angle chapter will in- 
clude, III. The Bulgarians, IV. Hungarians, 
and V. Russians, who aflauited by fea or by land 
the provinces and the capital; but the laft of 
thefe, lb important in their prefentgreatnefs, will 
excite feme curiofity in their origin and infancy. 

VI. The Normans; dr rather the private ad- 
ventures of that warlike people, who founded a 
powerful kingdom in Apulia and Sicily, fliook the 
throne of Conftantinopie, difplayed the trophies 
of chivalry, and almoft realized the wonders of 
romance. VII. The Latins; the fubjeCls of the 
pope, the nations of the Wdft, who enlifted under 
the banner of the crofs for the recovery or relief 
of the holy fepulchre. The Greek emperors, were 
terrified and preferved by the myriads, of pilgrims 
who marched to Jerufalem with Godfrey of 
Bouillon and the peers of Chriftendom. The 
fecond and third crufades trod in the footfteps of 
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the firft: Allia and Europe were mingled in a 
facred war of two hundred years; and the 
Chriftian powers were bravely refifted, and finally 
expelled by Saladin and the Mamalukes of 
Egypt. In thefe memorable crufades, a fleet and 
army of French and Venetians were diverted 
from Syria to the Thracian Bofphorus: they af- 
faulted the capital, they fiibverted the Greek mo- 
narchy: and a dynaily of Latin princes was feated 
near threefcore j'ears on the throne of Conftan- 
tine. VIII. The Greeks themfelves, during this 
period of captivity and exile, muft be confidered 
as a foreign nation ; the enemies, and again the 
fovereigns of Conllantinople. Misfortune had 
rekindled a fpark of national virtue ; and the 
Imperial feries may be continued with forae 
dignity from their refloration to the Turkifh 
conqueft. IX. The Moguls and Tartars. By 
the arms of Zingis and his defcendants, the 
globe was fhaken from China to Poland and 
Greece; the fultans were overthrown: theca., 
liphs fell, and the Cmrars trembled on their 
throne. The vidlories of Timour fufpended 
above fifty years the final ruin of the Byzantine 
empire. X. I have already noticed the firft ap- 
pearance of the Turks, and the names of the 
fathers, of Seville and Othman, diferiminate the 
two fucceflive dynafties of the nation, which 
emerged in the eleventh century from the Scy- 
thian wildernefs. The former eflabliflred a potent 
and fplendid kingdom from the banks of the Oxus 
to Antioch and Nice; and the firft crufade was 
provoked by the violation of Jerufalem and the 

<langer 
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danger of Conftantinople. From an humble chap. 
origin, the Ottomans arofe, the fcourge and ter* 
ror of Ghriflendom. Conftantinople was befieged ' 
and taken by Mahomet IL, and his triumph an- 
nihilates the remnant, the image, the title of the 
Roman empire in the Eaft. The fchifm of the 
Greeks will be conne6ted with their laft calami- 
ties, and the rpftoration of learning in theWeftern 
world. I lhall return from the captivity of the 
new, to the ruins of ancient Rome : and the ve- 
nerable name, the interefting theme, will ftied a 
ray of glory on the conclufton of my labours. 


THE Emperor Heraclius had punifhed a Second 
tyrant and afcended his throne ; and the me- 
mory of his reign is perpetuated by the tranfient ofHera- 
eonqueft, and irreparable lofs, of the Eaftern 
provinces. After the death of Eudocia, his firft 
wife, he difobeyed the patriarch, and violated 
the laws, by his feeond marriage with his niece 
Martina ; and the fuperftition of the Greeks be- 
held the judgment of heaven in the difeafes of 
the father and the deformity of his offspring. 

But the opinion of an illegitimate birth is fuffi. 
cient to diftraa the choice, and loofen the obe- 
dience of the people : tlie ambition of Martina 
was quickened by maternal love, and perhaps by 
the envy of a ftep-mother j and the aged hufband 
was too feeble to withftand the arts of conjugal 
allurements. Conftantine, his eldeft fon, en- 
joyed in a mature age the title of Auguftus } but 
the weaknefs of his conftitution required a col- 

league. 
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c H A P. league and a guardian, and he yielded with fecrefc 
■ i'6lu<Sance to the partition of the empire. I he 
A.D. 638, fenate was fuminoned to the palace to ratify oir 
July 4- attell the affociation of Heracleonas, the fon of 
Martina ; the iinpolition of the diadem was con- 
fecrated by the prayer and blefiing of the pa- 
triarch j the fenators and patricians adored the 
inajefty of the great Emperor and the partners 
of his reign ; and as foon as the doors w’ere 
thrown open, they were hailed by the tumultuary 
A.D. 639, but important voice of the foldiers. After an 
Januarj'. interval of five months, the pompous ceremonies 
which formed the eflence of the Byzantine date, 
were celebrated in the cathedral and the hippo- 
drome ; the concord of the I’oyal brothers was 
affedtedly difplayed by the younger leaning on 
the arm of- the elder ; and the name of Martina 
was mingled in the rekidlant or venal acclama- 
A D. 641, tions of the people. Heraclins furvived this affo- 
Feb. IT. ciation about two years ; his lafl teftimony de- 
clared his two foils the equal heirs of the Eaftern 
empire, and commanded them to honour his wd- 
dow Martina as their mother and their fovereign. 
Gonikn- When Martina firft appeared on the throne 
tine III. tiie name and attributes of royalty, flie was 

Fe’bruat^y checked by a firm, though refpedlful, oppofi- 
tion; and the dying embers of freedom were 
kindled by the breath of fuperftitious prejudice. 
“ We reverence,” exclaimed the voice of a 
“ citizen, “ W’’e reverence the mother of our 
“ princes ; but to thofe princes alone our obe- 
“ dience is due ; and Conftantine, the elder 
“ emperor, is of an age to fuftain, in his own 

“ hands. 
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“ hands, the weight of the fceptre. Yourfexis 
“ excluded by nature from the toils of govern- 
“ ment. How could you combat, how could you 
“ anfwer, the Barbarians, who, with hoftile or 
“ friendly intentions, may approach the royal 
“ city? May heaven avert from the Roman re- 
“ public this national difgrace, which would pro- 
“ voice thepatience of the Haves of Perfia.” Mar- 
tina defcended from the throne with indignation, 
and fought a refuge in the female apartment of 
the palace. The reign of Conftantine the Third 
lafted only one hundred and three days : he ex- 
pired in the thirtiethyearof his age, and, although 
his life had been a long malady, a belief was en- 
tertained that poifon had been the means, and his 
cruel ftep-mother the author, of his untimely fate. 
Martina reaped indeed the harveft of his death, 
and aflumed the government in the name of the 
furviving emperor ; but the inceftuous widow of 
Heraclius was univerf illy abhorred; the jealoufy 
of the people was awakened, an d the two orphans 
whom Conftantine had left, became the objedts 
of the public care. It was in vain that the fon of 
Martina, who was no more than fifteen years of 
age, was taught to declare himfelf the guardian 
of his nephews, one of whom he had presented at 
the baptifmal font: it was in vain that he fwore 
on the wood of the true crofs, to defend them 
againft all their enemies. On his deatli-bedthe 
late Emperor difpatched a trufty fervant to arm 
the troops and provinces of the Eaft in the de- 
fence of his helplefs children : the eloquence and 
liberality of Valentin had been fueeefsM, and 
from his camp of Chalcedon, he boldly demanded 

the 
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CHAP, the puniftiment of the affaffiiis, and the reftoi a- 
^vin. tion of the lawful heir. The licence of the fol- 
^ diers -who devoured the grapes and drank the 
wine of their Aliatic vineyards, provoked the 
citizens of Conftantinople againft the domeftic 

authors of their calamities, and the dome of 

St.Sophia re-echoed, not with prayers and hymns, 

but with the clamours and imprecations of an 

enraged multitude. At their imperious com- 
mand, Heracleonas appeared in the pulpit with 
the eldeft of the royal orphans ; Conftans alone 
was fiiluted as Emperor of the Romans, and a 
crown of gold, which had been taken from the 
tomb of Heraclius, was placed on his head, with 
the folemn benediction of the patriarch. But in 

the tumult of joy and indignation, the chill ch was 

pillaged, the fanauary was polluted by a promif- 
cuous crowd of Jews and Barbarians j and the 
Monoth elite Pyrrhus, a creature of the Emprefs, 
after dropping a proteflation on the altar, efcaped 
by a prudentflight from the zeal of the Catholics. 
A more ferious and bloody talk was referved for 
the fenate, who derived a temporary flrength 
from the confent of the foldiers and people. 
The fpirit of Roman freedom revived the ancient 
and awful examples of the judgment of tyrants, 
and the Imperial culprits were depofed and con- 
demned as the authors of the death of Gonftan- 
Funia- tine. But the feverity of the confcript fathers 
ment of was ftained by the indifcriminate punifliment of 
SeL the innocent and the guilty: Martina and Hera- 
cieonas, cleonas were fentenced to the amputation, the 
former of her tongue, the latter of his nofe 5 and 
after this cruel execution, they confumed the re- 
mainder 
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ixiainder of their days in exile and oblivion. The chap. 
Greeks, who were capable of refle6lion, might 
find fome confolation for their fervitude, by ob- ' ' 

ferving the abufe of power when it was lodged 
for a moment in the hands of an ariftocraey. 

We fl:all imagine ourfelves tranfported five Conftausn. 
hundred years backwards to the age of the An- 

. • • /* 1 • n t . ^ ^ September. 

tonines, it we hiten to the oration which Con- 
Hans 11. pronounced in the twelfth year of his 
age before the Byzantine fenate. After return- 
ing his thanks for the juil punifliinent of the 
affaflins,who bad intercepted the faireft hopes of 
his father’s reign, “ By the divine Providence,” 
faid the young Emperor, “ and by your righteous 
“ decree, Martina and her inceftuous progeny 
“ have been caft headlong from the throne. 

Your majefly and wifdom have prevented the 
“ Roman Hate from degenerating into lawlefs 
“ tyranny. I therefore exhort and befeech you 
“ to Hand forth as the counfellors and judges of 
“ the common fafety.” The fenators were gra- 
tified by the refpe6lful addrefs and liberal dona- 
tive of their fovereign ; butthefe fervile Greeks 
were unworthy and regardlefs of freedom ; and 
in his mind, the leffon of an hour was quickly 
erazed by the prejudices of the age and the habits 
of defpotifra. He retained only a jealous fear 
left the fenate or people lliould one day invade 
the right of primogeniture, and feat his brother 
Theodofius on an equal throne. By the impo- 
fition of holy orders, the grandfon of Heraclius 
was difqualified for the purple ; but this cere- 
mony, which feemed to profane the facraments 

of 


14 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H A P. of the church, was infufficient to appeafe the fuf- 

^XLVlll. pjcions of the tyrant, and the death of the dea- 
con Theodofius could alone expiate the crime of 

his royal birth. His murder was avenged by 
the imprecations of the people, and the aflaffin, 
in the fulnefs of power, was driven from his 
capital into voluntary and perpetual exile. Con- 
llans embarked for Greece ; and, as if he meant 
to retort the abhorrence which he deferved, he 
is faid, from the Imperial galley, to have fpit 
ag'ainft the %valls of his native city. After paffing 
thewinter at Athens, he failed to Tarentum in 
Italy, vifited Rome, and concluded a long pil- 
grimage of difgrace and facrilegious rapine, by 
fixing his refidence at Syracufe. But if Conllans 
could fiy from his people, he could not fly ftom 
hirafelf. The remorfe of his confcience created 
aphantom who purfued him bylandand fea, by 
day and by night; and the vifionary Theodofius, 
prefenting to his lips a cup of blood, faid, or 
feemed to fay, “ Drink, brother, drink,” a fure 
emblem of the aggravation of his guilt, fince he 
had received from the hands of the deacon the 
myftic cup of the blood of Chrift. Odious to 
himfelf and to mankind, Conftans periflied by do- 
ineftic, perhaps by epilcopal, treafon, in the ca- 
pital of Sicily. A fervant who w^aited in the bath, 
after pouring warm water on his head, ftruck him 
violently with the vafe. He fell, flunned by the 
blow,andfuffocatedby the water; and his attend- 
ants, who wondered at the tedious delay, beheld 
with indifference the corpfe of their lifelefs em- 
peror. The troops of Sicily invefled with the 
1 1 purple 
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purple an obfcure youth, whofe inimitable beauty chap. 
eluded, and it might ealily elude, the declining XLVra.* 
art of the painters and fculptors of the age. 

Conftans had left in theByzantine palace three conftan- 
fons, the eldell of whom had been clothed in his iv. 
infancy with the purple. When the father fum- 
inoned them to attend his perfon in Sicily, thefe Septemiier. 
precious hoftages were detained by the Greeks, 
and a firm refufal infbi’ined him that they were 
the children of the ftate. The news oi‘ his mur- 
der was conveyed with almofl fupernatural fpeed 
from Syracufe to Conftantinople f andGonflan- 
tine, the eldefc of his fons, inherited his throne 
without being the heir of the public hatred. 

His fubjeels contributed with zeal and alacrity, 
to chafrife the guilt and prefumption of a pro- 
vince which had ufurped the rights of the fenate 
and the people j the young Emperor failed from 
the Hellelpont with a powerful fleet ; and the 
legions of Home and Carthage were aflembled 
under his flandard in the harbour of Syracufe. 

The defeat of the Sicilian tyrant was eafy, his 
puniflnnent juft, and his beauteous head w'as ex- 
pbfed in the hippodrome : but I cannot applaud 
the clemency of a prince, who, among a crowd 
of victims, condemned the foil of a patrician for 
deploring with fome bitternefs, the execution of 
a virtuous father. The youth was caftrated; he 
furvived the operation, and the memory of this 
indecent cruelty is preferved by the elevation of 
Germanus to the rank of a patriarch and faint. 

After pouring this bloody libation on his father’s 
tomb, Conftantine returned to his capital, and 
tlie growth of his young beard during the Sicilian 

voyage, 
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CHAP, voyage, was announced by the familiar furnaffle 
XLViii. of Pogonatus, to the Grecian world. But his 
reign,like that of his predeceffor, was flained with 
fraternal difcord. On his two brothers, Heraclius 

and Tiberius, he had beftowed the title of^Au- 
guftus : an empty title, for they continued to 
languifti, without trull or power, in the folitude 
of the palace. At their fecret inftigation, the 
troops of the Anatolian tlmrm or province, ap- 
proached the city on the Afiatic fide, demanded 
for the royal brothers, the partition or exercile 
of fovereignty, and fupported their feditious 
claim by a theological argument. They were 
Chriftians (they cried), and orthodox Catholics ; 
the fincere votaries of the holy and undivided 
Trinity. Since there are three equal perfons in 
heaven, it is reafonable there fliould be three 
equal perfons upon earth. The Emperor invited 
thefe learned divines to a friendly conference, in 
which they might propofe their arguments to the 
fenate ; they obeyed the fummons, but the pro- 
fpea of their bodies hanging on the gibbet in the 
fuburb of Galata, reconciled their companions to 
the unity of the reign of ConHanrine. He pai- 
doned his brothers, and their names were Hill pro- 
nounced in the public acclamations : but on the 
repetition or fufpicion of a fimilar offence, the ob- 
noxious princes w-ere deprived of their titles and 
nofes, in theprefence of theCatholic bifliops who 
were affembled at Conftantinople in the fixth ge- 
neral fynod. In the clofe of his life, Pogonatus 
was anxious only to eftablifh the right of prijno- 
geniture i the hair of his two fons Juftinian and 
Heraclius, was offered on the flirine of St. Peter,- 
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as a fymbol of their fpiritual adoption by the chap. 
pope ; but the elder was alone exalted to the rank , 

of Auguftus and the affurance of the empire. 

After the deceafe of his father, the inheritance Jufti- 
of the Roman world devolved to Jullinian II.; 
and the name of a triumphant lawgiver was dif- Septem- 
honoured by the vices of a boy^, who imitated 
his namefake only in the' expenfive luxury of 
building. His paffions were llrong ; his under- 
ftanding was feeble; and he was intoxicated with 
a foolifli pride, that his birth had given him the 
command of millions, of whom the fmalleft com- 
munity would not have chofen him for their local 
magiftrate. His favourite minifters w’^ere two 
beings the leaft fufceptible of human fympathy ; 
an eunuch and a monk; to the one he abandoned 
the palace, to the other the finances ; the former 
corrected the Emperor’s mother with a fcourge, 
the latter fufpended the infblvent tributaries, 
with their heads downwards, over a flow and 
fmoaky fire. Since the days of Commodus and 
Caracalla, the cruelty of the Roman princes had 
moft commonly been the effedb of their fear ; 
but Juflinian, who poffefled fome vigour of 
charadler, enjoyed the fufferings, and braved 
the revenge, of his fubjects about ten years, till 
the meafure was full, of his crimes and of their 
patience. In a dark dungeon, Leontius, a gene- 
ral of reputation, had groaned above three years 
with fome of the nobleft and moil defervinsr of 
the patricians: he was fuddenly drawn forth to 
afliime the government of Greece ; and this pro-- 
motion of an injured man was a mark of the coir- 
von. IX, c temnt 
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c HA P. tempt rather than of the confidence of his pimce. 

XLVni. As he was followed to the port by the kind othces 
’ of his friends, Leontius obferved witha fight iat 
he was a vi6tini adorned for faciifice, anc t la 
inevitable death would purfue his footlteps. 
They ventured to reply, that glory and empire 
might be the recompence of a generous reloiu- 
tion ; that every ordeV of men abhorred the reign 
of a monfter ; and that the hands of two hundred 
thoufand patriots expeaed only the voice of a 
leader. The night was chofen for their deliver- 
ance ; and in the firft effort of the confpirators, 
the prsefea was {lain, and the prifons were forced 
open : the emifraries of Leontius proclaimed in 
every ftreet, « Chriftiaiis, to St. Sophia and 
the feafonable text of the patriarch, “I this is the 
day of the Lord !” w'as the prelude of an inflam- 
matory fermon. From the church the people 
adjourned to the hippodrome : Juflinian, in 
whofe caufe not a fword had been drawn, was 
dragged before thefe tumultuary judges, and 
their clamours demanded the inftant death of 
the tyrant. But Leontius, who was already 
clothed with the purple, cafl an eye of pity on 
the proftrate fon of his own benefadlor and of 
fo many emperors. The life of Juflinian was 
fpared ; the amputation of his nofe, perhaps of 
his tongue, was imperfeaiy performed: the 
happy flexibility of the Greek language could 
impofe the name of Rhinotmetus; and the muti- 
lated tyrant was baniflied to Cherfonm in Grim- 
Tartary, a lonely fettlement, where corn, wine, 
’and oil, were imported as foreign luxuries. 
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On the edge of the Scythian wildernefs, Jufti- c hap. 
nian ftill cherifhed the pride of his birth and the 
hope of his I’eftoration. After three years exile, His exile, 
he received the pleafing intelligence that his in- 
jury was avenged by a fecond revolution, and 
that Leontius in his turn had been dethroned 
and mutilated by the rebel Apfimar, who affumed 
the more relpe6table name of Tiberius. But 
the claim of lineal fucceflion was ilill formidable 
to a plebeian ufurper ; and his jealoufy was 
ftimulated by the complaints and charges of the 
Cherfonites, who beheld the vices of the tyrant 
in the fpirit of the exile. With a band of fol- 
lowers, attached to his perfon by common hope 
or common defpair, Juftinian fled from the in- 
hofpitable Ihore to the hord of the Chozars, who 
pitched their tents between the Tanais and 
Boryfthenes. The khan entertained with pity 
and refpedit the royal fuppliant : Phanagoria, 
once an opulent city on the Aflatic fide of the 
lake Mceotis, was afligned for his refidence ; 
and every Roman prejudice was ftifled in his 
marriage with the lifter of the Barbarian, who 
feems, however, from the name of Theodora, to 
have received the facrament of. baptifra. But 
the faithlefs Chozar, was foon tempted by the 
gold of Conftantinople ; and had not the defign 
been revealed by the conjugal love of Theodora, 
her hulband mull have been aflaffinated, or be- 
trayed into the power of his enemies. After 
ftrangling, with his own hands, the two emif- 
faries of the khan, Juftinian fent back his wife 
to her brother, and embarked on the Euxine in 
Jearchofnew and more faithful allies. Hisveffel 
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CHAP, ^vas affaulted by a violent tempell ; and one o 
, his pious companions advifedhtra “ defeivetl , 
^ mercy of God by a vow of ge-'f /“rof *; 
if he fliouldbe reftored to the ^ ^ 

« o-ivenefs i*” replied the intrepid tyiant, } 

« f P rm\hisinLnt^.-y 

n Z in the waves-if I confe.d to fpme a flngk 

head of my of the 

irnDious iiienacej laileci into 

Danube, trailed his perfon in the ""“g 
the Bulgarians,ana pnrchafed *e a.d of Terb^. 
a Pagan conqueror, by the promife of h.s daugh 
ier and a fair partition of the treafnres of the 

empire. The Bulgarian kingdom extended to 

the confines of Thrace; 

fleged Confiantinople at the head of fifteen 

thonfimd hoi*. Apflmar was difmayed by fte 

fudden and hoilile apparition of his rival, whote 

head had been promifed by the 
Me evafion he was yet ignorant. Aftei an 
abfence of ten years, the crimes of Juftinian 
were faintly remembered, and the bath and 
misfortunes of their hereditary fovereign excitec 
the pity of the multitude, ever difcontented with 
the ruling powers; and by the acTive diligence 
of his adherents he was introduced into the city 

and palace of Conftantine. 

KU In rewarding his allies and recalhng h.s wife, 

ration and Juftinian difplaycd fome fenfe of honour and gia- 
‘'t D titude ; and Terbelis retired, after fweepmg away 
705I7XX. an heap of gold coin, which he meafured with his 

Scythianwhip. Butneverwasvowmorerehgioufly 

performed than the facred oath of revenge which 
he had fworn amidft the ftorms of the Euxme. 
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The two ufurpers, for I mufl referve tbe iiatne < 
of tyrant for the conqueror, were dragged into ^ 
the hippodrome, the one from his prifon, the 
other from his palace. Before their execution, 
Leontius and Apfimar were call proflrate in 
chains beneath the throne of the Emperor ; and 
Juftinian, planting a foot on each of their necks^ 
contemplated above an hour the chariot-race, 
while the inconllant people fliouted, in the words 
of the Pfalmift, “ Thou flialt trample on the afp 
“ and bafililk, and on the lion and dragon ihalt 
“ thou fet thy foot !” The univerfal defection 
which he had once experienced might provoke 
him to repeat the wilh of Caligula, that the Ro- 
man people had but one head. Yet I fliall pre- 
fume to obferve, that fuch a with is unworthy of 
an ingenious tyrant, fince his revenge and cru- 
elty would have been extinguilhed by a lingle 
blow, inftead of the flow variety of tortures which 
Juftinian inflicted on the vi6tims of hig anger. 
His pleafures were inexhauftible: neither private 
virtue nor public fervice could expiate the guilt 
of a6live, or even paffive, obedience to an efta- 
bliflied government ; and during the fix years of 
his new reign, he confidered the axe, the cord, 
and the rack, as the only inftruments of royalty. 
But his moft implacable hatred was pointed 
againft the Cherfonites, who had infulted his 
exile and violated the laws of hofpitality. Their 
remote fituation afforded fome means of defence, 
or at leaft of efcape •, and a grievous tax was im- 
pofed on Conftantinople, to fupply the prepara- 
tions of a fleet and army. “ All are guilty, and 
all muft perilh,” was the mandate of Jufti-, 
c 3 niaBj 
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niati ; and the bloody execution was entrufted 
to his fa"?ourite Stephen, who was recommended 
by the epithet of the favage. Yet even the 
favage Stephen imperfeaiy accompliflied the in, 
tentions of his fovereign. The flownefs of his 
attack allowed the greater part of the inhabitants 
to withdraw into the country ; and the minifter 
of vengeance contented himfelf with reducing 
the youth of both fexes to a ftate of fervitude, 
with roafting alive feven of the principal citizens, 
with drowning twenty in the fea, and with re- 
ferving forty-two in chains to receive their doom 
from the mouth of the Emperor. In their re- 
turn, the fleet Was driven on the rocky Ihores of 
Anatolia; andJuilinian applauded the obedience 
of the Euxine, which had involved fo many thou- 
fands of his fubjefts and enemies in a common 
Ihipwreck : but the tyrant was Hill inlatiate of 
blood ; and a fecond expedition was commanded 
to extirpate the remains of the profcribed co- 
lony. In the fhort interval, the Cherfonites had 
returned to their city, and were prepared to die 
in arms ; the khan of the Chozars had renounced 
the caufe of his odious brother; the exiles of 
every province were aflembled in Tauris ; and 
Bardanes, under the name of Philippicus, was 
invefted with the purple. The Imperial troops, 
unwilling and unable to perpetrate the revenge 
of Juftinian, efcaped his difpleafure by abjuring 
his allegiance : the fleet, under their new fbve- 
reign, fleered back a more aufpicious courfe to 
the harbours of Sinope and Conllantinople ; and 
every tongue was prompt to pronounce, every 
hand to execute, the death of the tyrant. Def- 

■ titute 
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titute of friends, he was deferted by his Barba- c h a p. 
riaii guards 5 and the ftroke of the alfaffin was 
praifed as an a 6 l of patriotifm and Roman virtue. 

His fon Tiberius had taken refuge in a church ; 
his aged grandmother guarded the door j and 
the innocent youth, fufpending round his neck 
the moft formidable relics, embraced with one 
hand the altar, with the other the wood of the 
true crofs. But the popular fury that dares to 
trample on fuperftition, is deaf to the cries, of 
humanity ; and the race of HeracKus was ex- 
tinguiflied after a reign of one hundred, years. 

Between the fail of the Heraclian and the rife Plulipii- 
of the Ifaurian dynafty, a fliort interval of fix 
years is divided into three reigns. Bardanes, or December. 
Philippicus, was hailed at Conftantinople as an 
hero who had delivered his countrj’- from a ty- 
rant ; and he might tafte fome moments of hap- 
pinels in the firft tranfports of fincere and uni- 
verfal joy. Juflinian had left behind him an ‘ 

ample treafure, the fruit of cruelty and rapine : 
but this ufeful fund was foon and idly diffipated 
by his fucceflbr. On the feftival of his birth- 
day, Philippicus entertained the multitude with 
the games of the hippodrome ; from thence he 
paraded through the ftreets with a thoufand 
banners and a thoufand trumpets; refrefhed him- 
felf in the baths of Zeuxippus, and, returning 
to the palace, entertained his nobles with a 
fumptuous banquet. At the meridian hour he 
withdrew to his chamber, intoxicated with fla.t- 
tery and wine, and forgetful that his example 
had made every fubjedt ambitious, and that 
every ambitious fubjedt was his fecret enemy, 
c 4 Some 
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CHAP. Some bold confpirators introduced themfelves it! 
XLVin. the diforder of the feaft ; and the flumbering 
' ' monarch was furprifed, bound, blinded, and 

depofed, before he was fenfible of his danger. 
Anafta- Yet the traitors were deprived of their reward j 
!a I fenate and people pro- 

June 4.^’ moted Artemius from the office of fecretary to 
that of emperor : he affumed the title of Anafta- 
fius the Second, and difplayed in a fhort and 
troubled reign the virtues both of peace and 
war. But, after the extindtion of the Imperial 
line, the rule of obedience was violated, and 
every change diftufed the feeds of new revolu- 
tions. In a mutiny of the fleet, an obfcure and 
reluctant officer of the revenue was forcibly in- 
veiled with the purple : after forae months of a 

naval war, Anaftafms refigned the fceptre 5 and 

Theodo- the conqueror, Theodolius the Third, fubmitted 
ill fuperior afcendant of Leo, the 

Januai^! ’ general and emperor of the Oriental troops* 
His two predeceffors were permitted to embrace 
the eccleliallical profeffion : the relllefs impa- 
tience of Anaftafius tempted him to rifle and to 
lofe his life in a treafonable enterprife ; but the 
laft days of Theodolius were honourable and 
fecure. The Angle fublime word, “ health,” 
which he inferibed on his tomb, expreffes the 
confidence of philofophy or religion ; and the 
fame of his miracles was long preferved among 
the people of Ephefus. This convenient flielter 
of the church might fometimes impofe a leflTon 
of clemency ; but it may be queftioned whether 
it is for the public interefl to diminifli the perils 
of unfuceefsful ambition. 
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I have dwelt on the fall of a tyrant ; I fliall c H a_p. 
briefly reprefent the founder of a new dynafty, 
who is known to pofterity by the invefilives of Leo m. 
his enemies, and whofe public and private life is 
involved in the ecclefiaftical ftory of the Icono- a.d. 718. 
clafts. Yet in fpite of the clamours of fuperllh 
tion, a favourable prejudice for the chara6ler of 
Leo the Ifauflan, may be reafonably drawn from 
the obfcurity of his birth, and the duration of 
his reign. —I. In an age of manly Ipirit, the pro- 
fpe6l of an Imperial reward would have kindled 
every energy of the mind, and produced a crowd 
of competitors as deferving as they were delirous 
to reign. Even in the corruption and debility 
of the modern Greeks, the elevation of a ple- 
beian from the laft to the firft rank of fociety, 
fuppofes fome qualifications above the level of 
the multitude. He would probably be ignorant 
and difdainful of Ipeculative fcience ; and, in the 
purfuit of fortune, he might abfolve himfelf from 
the obligations of benevolence and juftice : but 
to his charadler we may afcribe the ufeful vir- 
tues of prudence and fortitude, the knowledge 
of mankind, and the important art of gaining 
their confidence and diredling their paffions. It 
is agreed that Leo was a native of Ifauria, and 
that Conon was his primitive name. The wri- 
ters, whofe awkward fatire is praife, defcribe 
him as an itinerant pedlar, who drove an afs 
with fome paltry merchandize to the country 
fairs; and fboliflily relate that he met on the 
road fome Jewifli fortune-tellers, who promifed 
him the Roman empire, on condition that he 
fliould abolifli the worlhip of idols. A more 

probable 
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c H A P. probable account relates the migration of his 
XLViii. fa{;}jer from Afia Minor to Thrace, where he 
exercifed the lucrative trade of a grazier; and he 
muft have acquired confiderable wealth, fince 
tlie firft introduaion of his fon was procured by 
a fupply of five hundred flieep to the Impenal 
camp. His firft fervice was in the guards of 
Juftinian, where he foon attraaed the notice, and 
by degrees the jealoufy of tlie tyrant. His valour 
and dexterity were confpicuous in the Colchian 
war: from Anaftafius he received the command 
of the Anatolian legions, and by the fufti age of 
the foldiers he was raifed to the empire with the 
general applaufe of the Roman world. 'II. In 
thisdangerous elevation, Leo theThird fupported 
himfelf againft the envy of his equals, the dif- 
content of a powerful faaiou, and the apults^of 
his foreign and domeftic enemies. The^ Ca- 
tholics, who accufe his religious innovations, 
are obliged to conf'efs that they were undertaken 
with temper and conducted with firmnefs. Theii 
filence refpedls the wifdom of his adminiftiation 
and the purity of his manners. After a reign of 
twenty-four years, be peaceably expired in the 
palace of Conftantinople ; and the purple which 
he had acquired, was tranfmitted by the light of 
inheritance to the third generation. 

In a long reign of thirty-four years, the fon and 
fuccefforof Leo, Conftantine the Fifth, furnamed 
laus, Copronymus, attacked with lefs temperate zea,! 
A. D. 741, the images or idols of the church. Theii vota? 
lies have exhaufted the bitternefs of religious 
gall, in their portrait of this fpotted panther, this 
antichrift, this flying dragon of the ferpent’s feed 
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•who furpaffed the vices of Elagabalus and Nero. 
His reign was a long butchery of whatever was 
moft noble, or holy, or innocent, in his empire. 
In perfon, the Emperor aflifted at the execution 
of his victims, furveyed their agonies, liftened 
to their groans, and indulged, without fatiating, 
his appetite for blood: a plate of nofes was 
accepted as a grateful offering, and his domeftics 
were often fcourged or mutilated by the royal 
hand. His furname was derived from his pol- 
lution of his baptifmal font. The infant might 
be excufed; but the manly pleaflires ofCopro- 
nymus degraded him below the level of a brute j 
his lull confounded the eternal diftinelions of 
fex and fpecies ; and he feemed to extract fome 
unnatural delight from the objects mod of- 
fenfive to human fenfe. In his religion, the 
Iconoclaft was an Heretic, a Jew, a Maho- 
metan, a Pagan, and an Atheill ; and his belief 
of an invifible power could be difcovered only 
in his magic rites, human viQ;iras, and noc- 
turnal facrifices to Venus and the daemons of 
antiquity. His life 'was ftained with the moft 
oppofite vices, and the ulcers which covered his 
body, anticipated before his death the fenti- 
ment of hell-tortures. Of thefe accufations, 
which I have fo patiently copied, a part is 
refuted by its own abfurdity; and in the pri- 
vate anecdotes of the life of princes, the He is 
more eafy as the detedlion is more difficult. 
Without adopting the pernicious maxim, that 
where much is alledged, fomething muft be 
true, I can however difcern, that Conftantine 
the Fifth was diffolute and cruel. Calumny is 

more 
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more prone to exaggerate than to invent; and 
her licentious tongue is checked in fome meafure 
by the experience of the age and country to 
which ftie appeals. Of the bifliops and monks, 
the generals and rnagiftrates, who are faid to 
have fulfered under his reign, the numbers are 
recorded, the names were conlpicuous, the 
execution was public, the mutilation vifible and 
permanent. The Catholics hated the perfon 
and government of Copronyraus; but even 
their hatred is a proof of their oppreffion. They 
diflemble the provocations which might excule 
or jullify his rigour, but even thefe provocations 
muft gradually inflamehis refentment, and harden 
his temper in the ufe or the abufe of defpotifm. 
Yet the charaaer of the fifth Conftantine was 
not devoid of merit, nor did his government 
always deferve the curfes or the contempt of 
the Greeks. From the confeflion of his ene- 
mies, I am informed of the reftoration of an 
ancient aquedua, of the redemption of two 
thoufand five hundred captives ; of the uncom- 
mon plenty of the times, and of the new colo- 
nies with which he repeopled Conftantinople 
and the Thracian cities. They reluaantly 
praife his aaivity and courage; he was on 
horfeback in the field at the head of his legions ; 
and, although the fortune of his arms was 
various, he triumphed by fea and land, on the 
Euphrates and the Danube, in civil and Bar- 
barian war. Heretical praife muH be call into 
the fcale, to counterbalance the weight of or- 
thodox invedlive. The Iconoclafts revered the 
virtues of the prince; forty years after his death,. 
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they ftill prayed before the tomb of the faint. A c H A P. 
miraculous vifion was propagated by fanaticifm or 
fraud ; and the chriftian hero appeared on a milk- 
white Heed, brandilhing his lance againft the 
pagans of Bulgaria: “ An abfurd fable,” fays the 
Catholic hiftorian, “finceCopronyinus is chained 
“ with the daemons in the abyfs of hell.” 

Leo the Fourth, the fon of the fifth and thefather Leo i¥. 
of the fixth Conftantine, was of a feeble conftitu- 
tion both of mind and body, and the principal 
care of his reign was the fettlement of the fuccef- 
lion. The affociation of the young Conftantine 
was urged by the officious zeal of his fubjefts ; 
3ndtheEmperor,confciousofhisdecay, complied, 
after a prudent helitation, with their unanimous 
willies. The royal infant, at the age of five years, 
w'as crowned wdth his mother Irene j and the na- 
tional confent w^as ratified by every circumftance 
of pomp and folemnity, that could dazzle the 
eyes, or bind the confcience, of the Greeks. 

An oath of fidelity was adminiftered in the palace, 
the church, and the hippodrome, to the feveral 
orders of the Hate, who abjured the holy names 
of the fon, and mother, of God, “ Be witnefs, 

“ O Chrift ! that we will watch over the fafety of 
“ Conftantine the fon of Leo, expofe our lives in 
his fervice, and bear true allegiance to his per- 
“ fon and pofterity.” They pledged their faith 
on the wmod of the true crofs, and the a6l of their 
engagement was defpofited on the altar of St. So- 
phia. The firft to fwear, and the firft to violate 
their oath, w'ere the five fons of Copronymus by a 
fecond marriage ; and the ftory of thele princes 
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is lingular and tragic. The right of primoge- 
niture excluded them from the throne j the in- 
juftice of their elder brother defrauded them of a 
legacy of about two millions fterling; fome vain 
titles were not deemed a fuflScient compenfation 
for wealth and power ; and they repeatedly con- 
fpired againft their nephew, before and after the 
death of his father. Their firft attempt was par- 
doned; for thefecond offence they were con- 
demned to the ecclefiaffical Hate : and for the 
third treafon, Nicephorus, the eldeft and moll 
guilty, was, deprived of his eyes, and his four 
Wthers, Chrillopher, Nicetas, Anthemeus, and 
Eudoxas, were punilhed, as a milder fentence, by 
the amputation of their tongues. After five years 
confinement, they efcaped to the church of St. 
Sophia, and difplayed a pathetic fpetilacle to the 
people. “ Countrymen and Chriftians,” cried 
Nicephorus for himfelf and his mute brethren, 
“ behold the fons of your emperor, if you can 
‘‘ Hill recognize our features in this miferable 
“ Hate. A life, an imperfe6t life, is all that the 
“ malice of our enemies has fpared. It is now 
“ threatened, and we now throw ourfelves on 
“ your compaffion.” The riling murmur might 
have produced a revolution, had it not been 
checked by the prefence of a miniller, who 
foothed the unhappy princes with flattery and 
hope, and gently drew them from the fanftuary 
to the palace. They were fpeedily embarked for 
Greece, and Athens was allotted for the place of 
their exile. In this calm retreat, and in their 
helplefs condition, Nicephorus and his brothers 

were 
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weretormentedbythethirftof power, andtempted C H AP. 
by a Sclavonian chief, who offered to break their 
prifon, and to lead them in arms, and in the 
purple, to the gates of Conftantinople. But the 
Athenian people, ever zealous in the caufe of 
Irene, prevented her juftice or cruelty ; and the 
five fons of Copronymus were plunged in eternal 
darknefs and oblivion. 

For himfelf, that Emperor had chofen a Bar- Conflan- 
barian wife, the daughter of the khan of the“”^^g^ 
Chozars; but in the marriage of his heir, he A.D.780, 
preferred an Athenian virgin, an orphan, feven- 
teen years old, whofe foie fortune rauft have con- 
fifled in her perfonal accoraplillnnents. The 
nuptials of Leo and Irene were celebrated with 
royal pomp ; file foon acquii’ed the love and con- 
fidence of a feeble hufband, and in his teftament 
he declared the emprefs, guardian of the Roman 
world, and of their fon Conflantine tiie Sixth, 
who was no more than ten years of age. During 
his childhood, Irene moll ably and affiduoufly dif- 
charged, in her public adminiftration, the duties 
of a faithful mother ; and her zeal in the reftora- 
tion of images has deferved the name and honours 
of a faint, which Ore ftill occupies in the Greek 
calendar. ButtheEmperorattained the maturity 
of youth ; the maternalyoke became more griev- 
ous; and he liftened to the favourites of his 
own age, who fliared his pleafures, and were am- 
bitious of fliaring his power. Their reafons con- 
vinced him of his right, their praifes of his ability, 
to reign ; and he confented to reward the fervfces 
of Irene by a perpetual banifliraent to the ifle of 

Sicily. 
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Sicily. But her vigilance and penetration eafiiy 
difconcerted their rafli proj e6ls : a Gmilar or more 
fevere puniihment was retaliated on theinfelves 
and their advifers ; and Irene inflicted on the un- 
grateful prince the chaftifement of a hoy. After 
this conteft, the mother and the fon were at J^he 
head of two doinellic fadlions ; and, inftead ot 
mild influence and voluntary obedience, flie held 
in chains a captive and an enemy. The emprels 
was overthrown by the abufe of viaory ; the oath 
of fidelity which flie exa6led to herfelf alone, was 
pronouncedwithreluaant murmurs j andthebold 
refufalof the Armenian guards encouraged a free 
and general declaration , that Conftantine the Sixth 
was the lawful emperor of the Romans. In this 
charaaer he afcended his hereditary throne, and 
difmiffed Irene to a life of foiitude and repofe.^ 
But her haughty fpirit condefcended to the arts of 
diffimulation: flie flattered the bifliops and eu- 
nuchs, revived the filial tendernefs of the prince, 
regained his confidence, and betrayed his cre- 
didity. The charafter of Conftantine was not 
deflitute offenfe or fpirit; but bis education had 
been fludiouflynegleaed; and his ambitious ino- 
ther expofed to the public cenfure the vices which 
file had nouriflied, and the aaions which flie had 
fecretly advifed; his divorce and fecond marriage 
offended the prejudices of the clergy, and by his 
imprudent rigour he forfeited the attachment of 
the Armenian guards. A powerful confpiracy 
was formed for the refloration of Irene ; and the 
fecret, though widely diffufed, was faithfully kept 
' above eight months, till the Emperor, fufpicious 

II '■ of 
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©f his danger, efcaped from Conftantinople, with c H A P. 
the deiign of appealing to the provinces and 
armies. By this hafty flight, the Emprels was 
left on the brink of the precipice ; yet before flie 
implored the mercy of her fon, Irene addrefled a 
private epiftle to the friends whom fhe had placed 
about his perfon, with a menace, that unlefs tke^ 
accomplifiied, Jhe would reveal, their treafon. 

Their fear rendered them intrepid j they feized 
the Emperor on the Afiatic fhorej and he was 
traniported to the porphyry apartment of the 
palace, where he had firft feen the light. In the 
mind of Irene, ambition had ftifled every fenti- 
inent of humanity and nature; and it was decreed 
in her bloody council, that Conftantine fliould be 
rendered incapable of the throne ; her emilTaries 
affaulted the fleeping prince, and flabbed their 
daggers with fuch violence and precipitation in-, 
to his eyes, as if they meant to execute a mortal 
fentence. An ambiguous paflage of Theophanes 
perfuaded the annalill of the church that death 
was the immediate confequence of this barbarous 
execution. The Catholics have been deceived 
or fubdued by the authority of Baronius ; and 
proteftant zeal has rcrcchoed the words of a car- 
dinal, delirous, as it fliould feem, to favour the 
patronefs of images. Yet the blind fon of Irene 
furvived many years, opprefled by the court and 
forgotten by the world : the Ifaurian dynatly was 
filently extinguiflied ; and the memory of Con- 
flantine was recalled only by the nuptials of hig 
daughter Euphrofyne with the Emperor Michael 
the fecondp 
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G H A P. The inoft bigoted orthodoxy has juftly exe- 
XLVin. crated the umiatural mother, who may not eafily 
' be paralleled in the hiftory of crimes. To her 
A.D. 79a, bloody deed, fuperftition has attributed a fubfe* 
Angufti9. quentdarknefsoffeventeendays; during whicb 
many veffels in mid-day were driven from theii 
courfe, as if the fun, a globe of fire fo vafl and fo 
remote, could fympathife with the atoms of a le- 
volving planet. On earth, the crime of Irene w as 
left five years unpuniflied ; her reign was crown- 
ed with externalfplendour; andif the could filence 
the voice of confcieHce, ftie neither heard nor re- 
garded the reproaches of mankind. The Roman 
world bowed to the government of a female ; and 
as fire moved through the ftreets of Conftanti- 
nople, the reins of four milk-white Heeds were 
held by as many patricians, who marched on 
foot before the golden chariot of their queen. 
But thefe patricians were for the moll part 
eunuchs ; and their black ingratitude juftified, 
on this occafion, the popular hatred and con- 
tempt, Raifed, enriched, entrufted with the 
firft dignities of the empire, they bafely con- 
fpired againft their benefaftrefs : the great 
treafurer Nicephorus was fecretly in veiled 
with the purple ; her fucceffor was introduced 
into the palace, and crowned at St. Sophia 
by the venal patriarch. In their firll inter- 
view, fhe recapitulated with dignity the revo- 
lutions of her lifcj gently accufed the perfidy of 
Nicephorus, infinuated that he owed his life to 
her unftifpicious clemency, and for the throne 
and treallires which fire refigned, folicited a 
I decent 
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decent and honourable retreat. His avarice c H A P. 
refufed this modeft compenfation ; and, in her , 
exile of the ifle of Lefbos, the Emprefs earned 
a fcanty fubfiftence by the labours of her diC- 
taffl 

Many tyrants have reigned undoubtedly more Nkepiw. 
criminal than Nicephorus, but none perhaps have 
more deeply incurred the univerfal abhorrence oaober 
of their people. His character was ftained with 
the three odious vices of hypocrify, ingratitude, 
and avarice : his want of virtue was not redeemed 
by any fuperior talents, nor his want of talents, 
by any pleafing qualifications. Unfkilful and un- 
fortunate in war, Nicephorus was vanquifhed by 
the Saracens, and flain by tlie Bulgarians ; and 
the advantage of his deatli overbalanced, in the 
public opinion, the deflrudtion of a Roman array. 

His fon and heir Stauracius efcaped from the field Stauracks, 
with a mortal wound : yet fix months of an expir- 
ing life w’ere fuflBcient to. refute his indecent, 
though popular declaration, that he would in all 
things avoid the example of his father. On the 
near profpehl of his deceafe, Michael, the great 
mailer of the palace, and the hulband of his 
fifler Procopia, was named by every perfon of 
the palace and city, except by his envious bro- 
ther. Tenacious of a fceptre now falling from 
his hand, he confpired againfl the life of his fuc- 
ceffor, and cheriihed the idea of changing to a 
democracy the Roman empire. But thefe rafli 
proje6ls ferved only to inflame the zeal of the 
people and to remo%^e the fcruples of the candi- 
date ; i\lichael t!ie firft accepted the purple, and 
o 2 before 
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rave, the fon of Nice* 
ored tlie clemency of his new fove- 
in an age of peace af- 
■one, he might have 
of his people: but his 
to the lhacle of private 

ipableof controlingthe ambition 
of refilling the arms of the vi6lo- 
'*riiile his want of ability and 
’pofed him to the contempt of the fol- 
diers,the mafeuline fpirit of bis wife Procopia 
awakened their indignation. Even the Greeks of 
the ninth century were provoked by the infolence 
of a female, in the front of the ftandards, 
prefumed to direft their difeipline and animate 

theirvalourjandtheirlicentiousclamoui-sadviled 

the new Semiramis to reverence the majefly of a 

Romancamp.Afteranunfuccefsfulcampaign,the 

Emperor left, in their winter-quarters of 1 brace, 
a difalfe6led armyunder the command of his ene- 
Inies; and their artful eloquence perfuaded the 

foldiers to break the dominion of the eunuchs, to 
decn-ade the hufband of Procopia, and to affert 
the right of a military eledlion. They marched to- 
wards the capital: yet the clergy, the fenate, and 
rinnltantinople, adhered to the caufe 
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difarmed by Ms innocence and fubiniffion; his c h a p. 
iife and his eyes were fpared ; and the Imperial . 
monk enjoyed the comforts of folitude and reli- 
gion above thirty-two years after he had been 
ftripped of the purple and feparated from his 
wife. 

A rebel, in the time of NicephoruSj tbe famous Leo v. the 
and unfortunate Bardanes, had once the curiofity 4™®' 
to confult an Afiatic prophet, who after prog- a . d . 813, 
nofticating his fall, announced the fortunes of 
his three principal officers, Leo the Armenian, 

- Michael the Phrygian, and Thomas the Cappa- 
docian, the fncceffive reigns of the two former, 
the fruitlefs and fatal enterprife of the third. 

This prediction was verified, or rather Avas pro- 
duced, by the event. Ten years afterwards, 
when the Thracian camp rejected the hufband 
of Procopia, the crown was prefented to the 
fame Leo, the firfl in military rank and the fe- 
cret author of the mutiny. As he affeCted to 
hefitate, “ With thisfword,” laid his companion 
Michael, “ I will open the gates of Conftanti- 
“ nople to your Imperial fway ; or inflantly 
“ plunge it into your bofom, if you obftinately 
“ refill the juft defires of your fellow-foldiers.” 

The compliance of the Armenian was rewarded 
with the empire, and he reigned feven years 
and an half under the name of Leo the fifth. 
Educated in a camp, and ignorant both of laws 
and letters, he introduced into his civil govern- 
ment the rigour and even cruelty of military 
difcipline; but if his feverity was fometimes 
dangerous to the innocent, it was always for- 
D 3 midable 
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CHAP, midable to tbe guilty. His religious inconftancy 
was taxed by the epithet of Chameleon, but the 
* Catholics have acknowledged by the voice of a 

faint and confeflbrs, that the life of the Iconoclaft 

was tifeful to the republic. The zeal of his com- 
panion Michael was repaid with riches, honoursj 
and military command ; and his fubordinate ta- 
lents were beneficially employed in the public 
fervice. Yet the Phrygian was diflatisfied at re- 
ceiving as a favour a fcanty portion of the Impe- 
rial prize w'hich he had beftowed on his equal 5 
and his difcontent, which fometimes evaporated 
in a hafty difcourfe, at lengtlp affumed a more 
threatening and hoftile afpect againft a prince 
whom he repi’efented as a cruel tyrant. That 
tyrant, horvever, repeatedly deteiSed, wwned, 
and difmiffed the old companion of his arms, till 
fear and refentment prevailed over gi atitude , and 
Michael, after a fcrutiny into his adlions and de- 
ligns, was convicted of treafon, and fentenced to 
be burnt alive in tlie furnace of the private baths. 
The devout humanity of the EmprefsTheophano 
was fatal to her hufband and family. A folemn 
day, the twenty-fifth of December, had been fixed 
for the execution ; fhe urged, that the anniver- 
liiry of the Saviour’s birth would be profiined by 
this inhuman fpeaacle, and Leo confented with 
reluaance to a decent refpite. But on the vigil 
of the feaft, his fleeplefs anxiety prompted him 
to vifit at the dead of night the chamber in which 
his'enemy was confined; he beheld him releafed 
from his chain, and fts'etched on his gaoler’s bed 
in a profound flumber: Leo was alai'ined at thefe 

figns 
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jBgns of fecurity and intelligence ; but, though 
he retired with filent fteps, his entrance and de- 
parture were noticed by a flave who lay con- 
cealed in a corner of the prifon. Under the 
pretence of requefting the Ipiritual aid of a con- 
feffor, Michael informed the confpirators, that 
their lives depended on his diferetion, and that 
a few hours were left to affure their own lafety, 
by the deliverance of their friend, and country. 
On the great feflivals, a chofen band of priells 
and chanters w'as admitted into the palace by a 
private gate to fgng matins in the chapel ; and 
Leo, who regulated with the fame ftriftnefs the 
difcipline of the choir and of the camp, was fel- 
dom abfent from thofe early devotions. In the 
ecclefiaftical habit, but with fwords under their 
robes, the confpirators mingled with the procef- 
iion, lurked in the angles of the chapel, and ex- 
pected, as the fignal of murder, the intonation of 
the firfl; pfalm by the Emperor himfelf. The im- 
perfect light, and the uniformity of drefs, might 
have favoured his efcape, while their affault was 
pointed againft an armlefs priefl; but they foon 
difcovered tlieir miftake, and encompaffed on all 
fides the royal viCtim. Without a weapon and 
without a friend, he grafpeda weighty crofs, and 
ftood at bay againft the hunters of his life ; but 
as he alked for mercy, “ This is the hour, not of 
mercy, but of vengeance,” was the inexorable 
reply. The flroke of a well-aimed fword fe- 
parated from his body the right arm and the 
crofs, and Leo the Armenian was flain at the 
foot of the altar. 
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c il A P. A memorable reverie of fortune was dilplayecl 
jjj Michael the Second, who, from a defeat in 
his fpeech, was furhamed the Stammerer. He 
the stam- fnatched from the fiery furnace to the fo- 
ad's 10, vereignty of an empire; and as in the tumult a 
Dec. 15. fmith could not readily be found, the fetters 1 e- 
mained on his legs feveral hours after he was 
feated on the throne of the Cmfars. The royal 
blood which had been the price of his elevation, 
■was unprofitably fpent; in the purple he re- 
tained the ignoble vices of his origin ; and 
Michael loft his provinces with as lupine in- 
difference as if they had been the inheritance 

of his fathers. His title was difputed by Tho^ 

mas, the laft of the military triumvirate, who 
tranfported into Europe fourfcore thoufand Bai- 
barians from -the banks of the Tigris and the 
lliores of the Cafpian. He formed the fiege of 
Conftantinople ; butthe capital was defended with 
fpiritual and carnal weapons ; a Bulgarian king 
alfaulted the camp of the Orientals, and Tho- 
mas had the misfortune, or the weaknefs, to fall 
alive into the power of the conqueror. The 
hands and feet of the rebel were amputated ; he 
Was placed on an afs, and, amidft the infults 
of the people, was led through the ftreets, 
which he fprinkled with his blood. The depra- 
vation of manners, as favage as they were cor- 
rupt, is marked by the prefence of the Emperdr 
himfelf. Deaf to the lamentations of a fellow- 
foldier, he inceflantly preffed the difcovery of 
more accomplices, till his curiofity was checko^d 
by the queftion of an honeft or guilty minifter j 

« Would 
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Would you give credit to an enemy, againll c H A P. 
“ the moft faithful of your friends ?” After the . 

death of his firft wife, the Emperor, at the re- 
queft of the fenate, drew from her monailery 
Euphrofyne, the daughter of Conftanline the 
iixth. Her aUguft birth might juftify a llipula- 
tion in the marriage-contradl, that her children 
Ihould equally fliare the empire with their elder 
brother. But the nuptials of Michael and Eu- 
phrolyne were barren ; and Ihe was content with 
the title of mother of Theophilus, his fon and 
fucceffor. 

The chara6ter of Theophilus is a rare example TheopM- 
in which religious zeal has allowed, and perhaps 
magnified, the virtues of an heretic and a perfe- oaober 3 
cutor. His valour was often felt by the enemies, 
and his juftice by the fubjedls, of the monarchy, 
but the valour of Theophilus was ralh and fruit* 
lefs, and his juftice arbitrary and cruel. He dif- 
played the banner of the crofs againft the Sara- 
cens; but his five expeditions were concluded 
by a fignal overthrow ; Amoriura, the native city 
of his anceftors, was levelled with the ground ; 
and from his military toils, he derived only the 
furname of the Unfortunate. The wifdom of a 
fovereign is comprifed in the inftitution of laws 
and the choice of magiftrates, and while he feems 
without adtion, his civil government revolves 
round his centre with the filence and order of 
the planetary fyftem. But the juftice of Theo- 
philus was falhioned on the model of the Ori- 
ental defpots, who, in perfonal and irregular a6ls 
of authority, confult the reafon or paffion of the 
moment, without meafiiring the fentence by the 

law. 
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law, or the penalty by the offence. A poor 
woman threw herfelf at the Emperor’s feet to 
complain of a powerful neighbour, the brother 
of the Emprefs, who had raifed his palace-wall to 
fuch an inconvenient height, that her humble 
dwelling was excluded from light and air 1 On 
the proof of the fatSl, inllead of granting, like 
an ordinary judge, fufficient or ample damages 
to the plaintiff, the fovereign adjudged to her 
ufe and benefit the palace and the ground. Nor 
■was Theophilus content with this extravagant 
iktisfadlion : his zeal converted a civil trefpafs 
into a criminal a6t j and the unfortunate patri- 
cian was dripped and fcourged in the public 
place of Conftantinople. For foine venial offences, 
fome defedl of equity or vigilance, the principal 
minifters, a praefedl, a quseflor, a captain of the 
guards, were baniflied or mutilated, or fealded 
with boiling pitch, or burnt alive in the hippo- 
drome ; and as thefe dreadful examples might 
be the effects of error or caprice, they mufl have 
alienated from his fervice the befl and wifeft of 
tlie citizens. But the pride of the monarch was 
flattered in the exercife of power, or as he 
thought, of virtue; and the people, fafe in their 
obfcurity, applauded the danger and debafement 
of their fuperiors. This extraordinary rigour 
■s’as juflified, in fome meafure, by its falutary 
confequences ; fince, after a fcrutiny of feven- 
teen days, not a complaint or abufe could be 
found in the court or city : and it might be alleged 
that the Greeks could be ruled only with a rod of 
iron, and that the public interefl is the motive and 
law of the fupreme judge. Yet in the crime, or 

the 
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Jhe fufpicion, of treafon, that judge isofallotliers 
the moll credulous and partial. Theophilus might 
inflidl a tardy vengeance on the aflaffins of Leo 
^nd the favipurs of his father j but he enjoyed 
the fruits of their crime ; and his jealous tyranny 
facrificed a brother and a prince to the future 
fifety of his life. A Perfian of the race of the 
Saffanides died in poverty and exile at Conftan- 
tinople, leaving an only fon, the iffue of a ple- 
beian marriage. At the age of twelve years, the 
royal birth of Theophobus was revealed, and his 
merit was not unworthy of his birth. He was 
educated in the Byzantine palace, a Chriftian 
and a foldier ; advanced with rapid fteps in the 
career of fortune and glory ; received the hand 
of the Emperor’s filler ; and was promoted to 
the command of thirty thoufand Perfians, who, 
like his father, had fled from the Mahometan 
conquerors. Thefe troops, doubly infedled with 
mercenary and fanatic vices, were defirous of re- 
volting againft their benefadlor, and eredling 
the ftandard of their native king : but the loyal 
Theophobus rejedled their offers, difconcerted 
their fchemes, and efcaped from their hands to 
the camp or palace of his royal brother. A ge- 
nerous confidence might have fecured a faithful 
and able guardian for his wife and his infant fon, 
to wliom Theophilus, in the flower of his age, was 
compelled to leave the inheritance of the empire. 
But his jealoiify was exafperated by envy and dif- 
eafe: he leared the dangerous virtues which might 
either fupport or opprefs their infancy and weak- 
nefs; and the dying Emperor demanded the head 

of 
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of th ePerfian prince. With favage delight,he recog* 
nifed the farrailiar features of his brother: “ Thou 
art no longer Theophobus,” he faid : and finking 
on his couch, he added, with a faultering voice, 
“ Soon, too foon, I fhall be no more Theophilus!” 

The Ruffians, who have borrowed from the 
Greeks the greateft part of their civil and eccle- 
fiaftical policy, preferved, till the lafl century, a 
Angular inftitution in the marriage of the Gzar. 
They colleaed, not the virgins of every rank and 
of every province, a vain and romantic idea, but 
thedaughtersof the principal nobles, who awaited 
in the palace the choice of their fovereign. It is 
affirmed, that a fimilar method was adopted in the 
nuptials of Theophilus. With a golden apple in 
his hand, he flowly walked between two lines of 
contending beauties: his eye was detained by the 
charms of Icafia, and, in the awkwardnefs of a 
firft declaration, the prince could only obferve, 
that, in this world, -women had been the caufe 
of much evil : “ And furely, fir,” file pertly 
replied, “ they have likewife been the occafion 
“ of much good.” This affedlation of unfea- 
fonable wit difpleafed the Imperial lover: he 
turned afide in difguft-, Icafia concealed her mor- 
tification in a convent ; and the modeft filence of 
Theodora was rewarded with the golden apple. 
She deferved the love, but did notefcapethe fe- 
verity, of her lord. Fiom the palace garden he 
beheld a veflel deeply laden, and fleering into the 
port: on the difcovery that the precious cargo 
of Syrian luxury was the property of his wife, he 
condemned the fliip to the flames, with a fharp 
II reproach. 
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reproach, that her avarice had degraded the c h a p. 
chara6ter of an emprefs into that of a merchant. XLVin.^ 
Yet his laft choice entrufted her with the guar- Michael 
dianfliip of the empire and her fon Michael, ^ 
who was left an orphan in the fifth year of his age. 

The reftoration of images, and the final extirpa- ao. 
tion of the Iconoclafts, has endeared her name to 
the devotion of the Greeks, but in the fervour 
of religious zeal, Theodora entertained a grate- 
ful regard for the memory and Mvation of her 
hufband. After thirteen years of a prudent and 
frugal adminiflration, llie perceived the decline 
of her influence ; but the fecond Irene imitated 
only the virtues of her predeceffor. Inftead of 
confpiring againfl the life or government of her 
fon, file retired, without a flruggle, though not 
without a murmur, to the folitude of private life, 
deploring the ingratitude, the vices, and the in- 
evitable ruin, of the worthlefs youth. 

Among the fucceffbrs of Nero and Elagabaliis, 
we have not hitherto found the imitation of 
their vices, the chara6ler of a Roman prince 
who confidered pleafure as the obje6l of life, 
and virtue as the enemy of pleafure. Whatever 
might have been the maternal care of Theodora 
in the education of Michael the Third, her un- 
fortunate fon was a king before he was a man. 

If the ambitious mother laboured to check the 
progrefs of reafon, fhe could not cool the ebul- 
lition of paffion ; and her fplfifli policy was juftly 
repaid by the contempt and ingratitude of the 
headftrorig youth. At the age of eighteen, he 
rejected her authority, without feeling his own 

inca- 
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p. incapacity to govern the empire and himfelL 
• With Theodora, all gravity and wildom retired 
from the court; their place was fupplied by the 
alternate dominion of vice and folly ; and it was 
impoffible, without forfeiting the public efteem^ 
to acquire or prelerve the favour of the Empe- 
ror, The millions of gold and filver which had 
been accumulated for the fervice of the ftate^ 
were laviflied on the vileft of men, who flattered 
his paflions and fhared his pleafures ; and in a 
reign of thirteen years, the richeft of fovereigns 
was compelled to ftrip the palace and the 
churches of their precious furniture. Like Nero, 
he delighted in the amufements of the theatre, 
and fighed to be furpaffed in the accompliflnnents 
in which he Ihould have bluflied to excel. Let 
the ftudies of Nero in mufic and poetry, betrayed 
fome fymptoms of a liberal tafle ; the more ig- 
noble arts of the fon of Theophilus w ere confined 
to the chariot-race of the hippodrome. The 
four fadlions which had agitated the peace, ftill 
amufed the idlenefs, of the capital : for himfelf, 
the Emperor afiTumed the blue livery ; the three 
rival colours were diftributed to his favourites, 
and in the vile though eager contention he for- 
got the dignity of his perfon and the fafety of 
his dominions. He filenced the meffenger of an 
invalion, who prefumed to divert his attention in 
the moft critical moment of the race ; and by his 
command, the importunate beacons were extin- 
guiflied, that too frequently fpread the alarm 
from Tarfus to Conflantinopie. The inofl fliilful 
_ charioteers obtained the firll place in his confi- 
dence 
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dence and efteem ; their merit was profufely re- 
warded; theEmperor feafled in their houfes, and 
prefented their children at the baptifmal font ; 
and while he applauded his own popularity, he 
affected to blame the cold and ftately referve of 
his predeceffors. The unnatural lulls which had 
degraded even the manhood of Nero, were ba- 
nilhed from the world ; yet the ftrength of Mi- 
chael was confiimed by the indulgence of love 
and intemperance. In his midnight revels, when 
his paffions were inflamed by vsdne, he was pro- 
vokedtoiffuethe moftfanguinary commands; and 
if any feelings of humanity were left, he was re- 
duced, with the return of fenfe, to approve the 
falutary difobedience of his fervants. But the 
moll extraordinary feature in the charadler of 
Michael, is the profane mockery of the religion 
of his country. The fuperflition of the Greeks 
might indeed excite the fmile of a philofopher ; 
but his fmile would have been rational and tem- 
perate,and he mull have condemned the ignorant 
folly of a youth who infulted the objei3;s of public 
veneration. A buffoon of the court was invefted 
in the robes of the patriarch ; the twelve metro- 
politans, among whom the Emperor was ranked, 
affumed their ecclefiafticalgarments: they ufedor 
abufed the facred veffels of the altar; and in their 
bacchanalian feafts, the holy communion was ad- 
miniftered ina naufeous compound of vinegar and 
muftard. Nor were thefe impious fpeclacles con- 
cealed from the eyes of the city. On the day of 
a folernn feftival, the Emperor, witli his bifhops 
or builbonSs rode on afles tiirough the flreets, 

encdunt- 
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CHAP, encountered the true patriarch at the head of 
xt/Lin. his ciergy; and by their licentious fliouts and 
obfcene geftures, difordered the gravity of the 
Chriftian proceflion. The devotion of Michael 
appeared only in fome offence to reafon oi piety. 

he received his theatrical crowns from the flatue 
of the Virgin*, and an Imperial tomb wasviolated 

for the faice of burning the bones of Conftantine 
the Iconoclaft. By this extravagant condua,the 
fon of Theophilus became as contemptible as he 
was odious : every citizen was impatient for the 
deliverance of his country; and even the fa- 
vourites of the moment were apprehenfive that a 

caprice might fnatch away what a caprice ha.d 
beftowed. In the thirtieth year of his age, and in 
the hour of intoxication and fleep, Michael the 
Third was murdered in his chamber by the foun- 
der of a new dynafty, whom the Emperor had 
raifed to an equality of rank and power. 

Sifii I. The genealogy of Bafil the Macedonian (if it 

the Mace- not the fpurious offspring of pride and flat- 
1 Td." 867. tery) exhibits a genuine picture of the revolution 
Sept. 34. of the moft illuftrious families. The Arfacides, 

the rivals of Rome, pofleffed the fceptre of the 
Eaft near four hundred years ; a younger branch 
of thefe Parthian kings continued to reign in 
Armenia ; and their royal defcendants furvived 
the partition and fervitude of that ancient mo- 
narchy. Two of thefe, Artabanus and Chlienes, 
efcaped or retired to the court of Leo the 
Eirfl ; his bounty feated them in a fafe and 
hofpitable exile, in the province of Macedo- 
nia; Adrianople was their final fettlement, 
During feveral generations they maintained 
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the dignity of tlieir birth ; and their Roman pa- chap. 
triotifin rejected the tempting offers of the Per- 
flan and Arabian powers, who recaHed them to 
their native country. But their fplendoiir was 
infenfibly clouded by time and poverty : and the 
father of Bafii was reduced to a fraall farm, 
which he cultivated with his own hands : yet he 
fcorned to dilgrace the blood of the Arfacides by 
a plebeian alliance : his wife, a widow of Adri- 
anople,was pleafed to count among her anceftors, 
the great Conftantine ; and their royal infant 
was connected by fome dark affinity of lineage 
or country with the Macedonian Alexander. 

No fooner was he born, than the cradle of Bafii, 
his family, and his city, were fwept away by an 
inundation of the Bulgarians: he was educated 
a Have in a foreign land ; and in this fevere dif- 
cipline, he acquired the hardinefs of body and 
flexibility of mind which promoted his future 
elevation. In the age of youth or manhood he 
lhared the deliverance of the Roman captives, 
who generoufly broke their fetters, marched 
through Bulgaria to the fliores of the Euxiiie, 
defeated two armies of Barbarians, embarked in 
the fliips which had been ftationed for their re- 
ception, and returned to Conllantinople, from 
whence ^hey were diftributed to their refpedlive 
homes. But the freedom of Bafii was naked and 
deflitute : his farm was ruined by the calamities 
of war : after his father’s death, his manual la- 
bour, or fervice, could no longer fupport a family 
of orphans ; and he refolved to feek a more con- 
fpicuous theatre, in which every virtue and every 
von. IX. E , vice 
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vice way lead to tlie paths of greatnefs. The firft 
night of his arrival at Conftantinople, without 
friends or money, the weary pilgrim flept on the 
fteps of the church of St. Diomede : he was fed 
by the cafual hofpitalityof a monk •, and was intro- 
duced to the fervice of a coufiii an d nam efake of the 
Emperor Theophilus; who, though hirafeif of a 
diminutive perfon, was always followed by a train 
of tall and handfome domeftics. Bafil attended 
his patron to the government of Peloponnefus; 
eciipfedjby hisperfonal merit, the birth and dignity 
of Theophilus, and formed an ufeful connection 
with a wealthy and charitable matron of Patras. 
Her fpiritual or carnal love embraced the young 
adventurer, whom flie adopted asherfon. Danielis 
prefented him with thirty flaves; and the produce 
of her bounty was expended in the fupport of his 
brothers, and the purchafe of fome large eftates in 
Macedonia. His gratitude or ambition ftill at- 
tached him to the fervice of Theophilus; and a 
lucky accident recommended him to the 'notice 
of the court. A famous wreftler, in the train of 
the Bulgarian ambafladors, had defied, at the 
royal banquet, the boldeft and moft robuft of the 
Greeks. The flrength of Bafil was praifed ; he 
accepted the challenge; and the Barbarian 
champion was overthrown at the firft onfet. A 
beautiful but vicious horfe was condemned to be 
liamftrung : it was fubdued by the dexterity and 
courage of the fervant of Theophilus ; and his 
conqueror was promoted to an honourable rank 
in tlie Imperial llables. But it was impoffible to 
obtain the confidence of Michael, without com- 

plying 
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plying with his vices ; and his new favourite, CHAP, 
the great chamberlain of the palace, was raifed ■ 
and fupported by a difgraceful marriage with a 
royal concubine, and the diflionour of his fitter, 
who fucceeded to her place. The public admi- 
niftration had been abandoned to the Cseiar 
Bardas, the brother and enemy of Theodora; but 
the arts of female influence perfuaded Michael 
to hate and to fear his uncle : he was drawn from 
Conilantinople, under the pretext of a Cretan ex- 
pedition, and ftabbed in the tent of audience, by 
the fword of the chamberlain, and in the prefence 
of the Emperor. About a month after this exe- 
cution, Bafil was in vetted with the title of Au- 
guftus and the government of the empire. He 
fupported this unequal affociation till his influ- 
ence was forfeited by popular efteem. His life 
was endangered by the caprice of the Emperor ; 
and his dignity was profaned by a fecond col- 
league, who had rowed in the gallics. Yet the 
murderof his benefa^or mutt be condemned as an 
a^ of ingratitude and treafon ; and the churches 
which he dedicated to the name of St. Michael, 
were a poor and puerile expiation of his guilt. 

The different ages of Bafil the Firft, maybe com- 
pared with thofe of Auguftus. The fituation of 
the Greek did not allow him in his earlieft youth 
to lead an army againft his country, or to pro- 
fcribe the noblefl of her fons ; but his afpiring 
genius ftooped to the arts of aflave; he diffembled 
his ambition and even his virtues, and graiped, 
with the bloody hand of an aflaffin, the empire 
which he ruled with the wifdotti and tendernefs 

of 
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of a parent. A private citizen may feel his in- 
tereft repugnant to his duty; but it mull be from 
a deficiency of fenfe or coiu’age, that an abfolute 
monarch can feparate his happinefs from his 
glory, or his glory from the public welfare. The 
life or panegyric of Bafil has indeed'been com- 
pofed and publiflied under the long reign of his 
defcendants^ but even their ftability on the 
throne may be juftly afcribed to the fuperior 
merit of their anceflor. In his charadler, his 
graudfon Conftantine has attempted to deline- 
ate a perfedl image of royalty: but that feeble 
prince, unlefs he had copied a real model, could 
not eafily have foared fo high above the level 
of his own conduct or conceptions. But the 
moll Iblid praife of Bafil is drawn from the com- 
parifon of a ruined and a flom’ifhing monarchy, 
that whicli he wrefied from the diflblute Michael, 
and that which he bequeathed to the Macedonian 
dynafty. The evils which had been fandlified 
by time and example, were corz'eeled by his 
mafler-haud; and he revived, if not the na- 
tional fpirit, at leaft the order and majefty of 
the Roman empire. His application was inde- 
fatigable, his temper cool, his underftanding 
vigorous and decifive ; and in his prablice he 
obferved that rare and falutary moderation, 
which purfues each virtue, at an equal dillance 
between the opjrofite vicesi His military fer- 
vice had been confined to the palace; nor was 
the Emperor endowed with the fpirit or the 
talents of a warrior. Yet under bis reign the 
Boman .arms w.ere again formidable to the Bar- 
barians. 
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barians. As foon as he had formed a new army C H A p. 
by difcipline and exercife, he appeared in perfen , 
on the banks of the Euphrates, curbed the pride 
of the Saracens, and fuppreffed the dangerous 
though juft revolt of the Manichasans. His in- 
dignation againft a rebel who had long eluded 
his purfuit, provoked him to wilh and to pray, 
that, by the grace of God, he might drive three 
arrows into the head of Chryfochir. That odious 
head, ■which had been obtained by treafon rather 
than by valour, was fufpended from a tree, and 
th rice expoled to the dexterity of the Imperial 
archer : a bafe revenge againft the dead, more 
worthy of the times, than of the character of 
Bafil. But his principal merit was in the civil 
adminiftration of the finances and of the laws. 

To replenith an exhaufted treafury, it was pro- 
pofed to refume the lavifli and ill-placed gifts of 
Iiis predecefibr : his prudence abated one moiety 
of the reftitution ; and a fum of twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds was inftantly procured to au- 
fwer the moft preffing demands, and to allow 
feme fpace for the mature operations of ceco- 
nomy. Among the various fehemes for the im- 
provement of the revenue, a mode v;as fuggefted 
of capitation, or tribute, -which would have too 
much depended on the arbitrary cliferetion of 
the affeffors. A fufficient lift of honeft and able 
agents was inftantly produced by the rainifter ; 
but on the more careful ferutiny of Bafil himfelf, 
only two could be found, who might be ftifely 
entrufted with fuch dangerous powers ; and they 
juftified his eft-eem by declining his confidence. 

But the ferious and luccefsful diligence of the 
SI 3 Emperor 
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Emperor ellabliflied by degrees an equitable 
balance of property and payment, of receipt 
and expenditure ; a peculiar fund was appro- 
priated to each fervice ; and a public method 
fecured the intereft of the prince and the pro- 
perty of the people. After reforming the luxury, 
he affigned two patrimonial eftates to fupply the 
decent plenty, of the Imperial table : the con- 
tributions of the fubjedt were referved for his 
defence ; and the relidue was employed in the 
embellifhment of the capital and provinces. A 
tafte for building, however coftiy, may deferve 
fome praife and much excufe j from thence in- 
duftry is fed, art is encouraged, and fome obje6t; 
is attained of public emolument or pleafure: the 
nfe of a road, an aqueduct, or an hofpital, is 
obvious and folid ; and the hundred churches 
that arofe by the command of Bafil, were con- 
fecrated to the devotion of the age. In the cha- 
rafiler of a judge, he was affiduous and impar- 
tial ; dellrous to fave, but not afraid to ftrike : 
the oppreflbrs of the people were feverely ehaf- 
tifed j but his perfonal foes, whom it might be 
ttufafe to pardon, were condemned, after the lofs 
of their eyes, to a life of folitude and repentance. 
The change of language and manners demanded 
a revifion of the obfolete jurifprudenee of Julli- 
nian : the voluminous body of his Inftitutes, 
Pandefifcs, Code, and Novels, was digefted under 
forty titles, in the Greek idiom ; and the Ba- 
ulks, which were improved and completed by 
his fon and grandfon, mull be referred to the 
original genius of the founder of their race. 
This glorious reign was terminated by an acci- 
dent 
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dent in the ehafe. A furious flag entangled his chap. 
horns in the belt of Bafil, and raifed him from , 
his horfe : he was refcued by an attendant, who 
cut the belt and flew the animal; but the fall, 
or the fever, exhaufted the ftrengtb of the aged 
monarch, and he expired in the palace, amidil 
the tears of his family and people. Ifheftruck 
ofi' the head of the faithful fervant, for prefutning 
to draw his fword againfl: his fovereign ; the 
pride of defpotifin, which had lain dormant in 
his life, revived in the laft moments of defpair, 
when he no longer wanted or valued the opinion 
of mankind. 

Of the four fons of the Emperor, Conftantine Leo vr. 
died before his father, whofe grief and credulity 
were amufed by a flattering impoftor and a vain a.d. ggt, 
apparition. Stephen, the youngeft, was content 
'with the honours of a patriarch and a faint ; both 
Leo and Alexander w^ere alike invefted with the 
purple, but the powers of government were folely 
exercifed by the elder brother. The name of 
Leo the Sixth has been dignified with the title 
of philojbpher ; and the union of the prince and 
the fage, of the afilive and fpeculative virtues, 
would indeed conftitute the perfedlion of human 
nature. But the claims of Leo are far fliort of 
this ideal excellence. Did he reduce his paf. 
fions and appetites under the dominion of 
reafon ? His life was fpent in the pomp of the 
palace, in the fociety of his wives and concu- 
bines ; and even the clemency wdiich he Ihewed, 
and the peace which he ftrove to preferve, mull 
he imputed to the foftnefs and indolence of his 
charadler. Did he fubdue his prejudices, and 
E 4 thofe 
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CHAP, thofe of his fubje6ls ? His mind was tinged with 
^Xi.vm. ^ the moft puerile fuperflition ; the influence of 
the clergy, and the errors of the people, were 
coniecrated by his laws 5 and the oracles of Leo, 

. which reveal, in prophetic ftyle, the fetes of 
the empire, are founded on the arts of allrology 
and divination. If we dill inquire the reafon of 
his fage appellation, it can only be replied, that 
the fon of Bafil was lefs ignorant than the greater 
part of his contemporaries in church and liate ; 
that his education had been dire<Sted by the 
learned Photius ; and that feveral books of pro- 
fane and ecclefiaftical fcience were coinpofed by 
the pen, or in the name, of the Imperial 
Jhpher. But the reputation of his philofophy 
and religion was overthrown by a domeftic vice, 
the repetition of his nuptials. The primitive 
ideas of the merit and holinefs of celibacy, were 
preached by the monks and entertained by the 
Greeks. Marriage was allowed as a neceflary 
means for the propagation of mankind ; after 
the death of either party, the furvivor might 
fatisfy, by a Jecond union, the weaknefs or the 
ftrength of the flelh : but a third marriage was 
cenfured as a date of legal fornication ; and a 
fourth was a fin or fcandal yet unknown to tire 
Chridians of the Ead. In the beginning of his 
reign, Leo himfelf had aboliflied the date of 
concubines, and condemned, without annul- 
ling, third marriages ; but his patriotifm and 
love foon compelled him to violate his own 
laws, and to incur the penance, which in a 
fimilar cafe he had impofed on his fiibjects. 
In, his three fird alliances, his nuptial bed 

II w'as 
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was unfruitful; the Emperar required a fe-CHAP. 
male companion, and the empire a legitimate , , 

heir. The beautiful Zoe was introduced into 
the palace as a concubine ; and after a trial of 
her fecundity, and the birth of Conftantine, her 
lover declared his intention of legitimating the 
mother and the child, by the celebration of his 
fourth nuptials. But the patriarch Nicholas 
refufed his bleffing: the Imperial baptifm of 
the young prince was obtained by a promife 
of feparation ; and the contumacious hulband 
of Zoe was excluded from the communion of 
the faithful. Neither the fear of exile, nor the 
defertion of his brethren, nor the authority of 
the Latin church, nor the danger of failure 
or doubt in the fucceffion to the empire, could 
bend the fpirit of the inflexible monk. After 
the death of Leo, he was recalled from exile 
to the civil and ecclefiaflical adrainiftration j 
and the edi6l of union which was promulgated 
in the name of Conftantine, condemned the 
future fcandal of fourth marriages, and left a 
tacit imputation on his own birth. 

In the Greek language purple and porphyry AJexan- 
are the fame word : and as the colours of nature 
are invariable, we may learn, that a dark deep vii.Por- 
red was the Tyriarr dye which ftained the 
purple of the ancients. An apartment of the a.d. 911, 
Byzantine palace was lined Avith porphyry : it Ma 7 ii. 
was referved for the ufe of the pregnant em- 
preffes; and the royal birth of their children was 
expreffed by the appellation of porphyrogenite, 
or born in the purple. Several of the Roman 
princes had been blefled with an heir ; but this 

peculiar 


58 fat: DECLINE AND ML 

c H A P. peculiar furname was firft applied to Conftantine 
^XLVHi. Seventh. His life and titular reign were of 
equal duration ; but of fifty-four years, fix had 
elapfed before his father’s death ; and the fott of 
Leo was ever the voluntary or relu6lant fubjeSb of 
thofe who oppreffed his weaknefs or abufed his 
confidence. His uncle Alexander, who had 
long been invefted with the title of Auguftus, 
was the firft colleague and governor of the 
young prince : but in a rapid career of vice 
and folly, the brother of Leo already emulated 
the reputation of Michael ; and when he was 
extinguifhed by a timely death, he entertained 
a projedk of caftrating his nephew, and leaving 
the empire to a worthlefs favourite. The fuc- 
ceeding years of the minority of Conftantine 
were occupied by his mother Zoe, and a fuc- 
ceffion of council of feven regents, who pur- 
fued their intereft, gratified their paffions, aban- 
doned the republic, fupplanted each other, and 
finally vanifhed in the prefence of a foldier. 
From an obfcure origin, Romanus Lecapenus 
had raifed himfelf to the command of the naval 
armies; and in the anarchy of the times, had 
deferved, or at leaft had obtained, the national 
efteem. With a vifllorious and affe6lionate 
fleet, be failed from the mouth of the Danube 
into the harbour of Conftantinople, and was 
hailed as the deliverer of the people, and the 
guardian of the prince. His fupreme office 
was at firft defined by the new appellation of 
n'SSpl father of the Emperor; but Romanus foon dif- 
nus, dained the fubordinate powers of a minifter, 
and affumed, with the titles of Caefar and 

Auguftus^ 
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Auguftus, the full independence of royalty, c H A P. 
which he held near five and twenty years. His xlVih. 
three fons, Chriftopher, Stephen, and Conftan- chrifto-"^ 
tine, were fueceflively adorned with the fame p^er, Ste- 
honours, and the lawful Emperor was degraded conftan- 
from the firft to the fifth rank in this college of tineVTii. 
princes. Yet, in the prefervation of his life and 
crown, he might ftill applaud his own fortune 
and the clemency of the ufurper. The exam- 
ples of ancient and modem hiftory would have 
excufed the ambition of Romanus : the powers 
and the laws of the empire were in his hand ; 
the fpurious birth of Conftantine would have 
juflified his exclufion ; and the grave or the 
monaftery was open to receive the fon of the 
concubine. But Lecapenus does not appear to 
have poffeffed either the virtues or the vices of 
a tyrant. The fpirit and adlivity of his pri- 
vate life diffolved away in the funfhine of the 
throne; and in his licentious pleafures, he forgot 
the fafety both of the republic and of his family. 

Of a mild and religious charadter, he refpedled 
the fandtity of oaths, the innocence of the youth, 
the memory of his parents, and the attachment 
of the people. The fludious temper and retire- 
ment of Conftantine difarmed the jealoufy of 
power: his books and mufic, his pen and his pen- 
cil were a conftant fource of araufement; and if 
he could improve a fcanty allowance by the fale 
of his pidlures, if their price was not enhanced 
by the name of the artift, he was endowed with 
a perfonal talent, which few princes could employ 
in the hour of adverfity. 


The 


6o THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. The fall of Romanus was occafioned by his 
^XLViu.^ owti vices and thofe of his children. After the 
Cmiflan- deceafe of Chriftoplier, his eldeft fon, the two 
A brothers quarrelled with each other, 

Jan. 27^.^'^’ and conipired againll their father. At the hour 
of noon, when all ftrangers were regularly ex- 
cluded from the palace, they entered his apart- 
ment with an armed force, and conveyed him, 
in the habit of a monk, to a fmall ifland in the 
Propontis, which was peopled by a religious com- 
munity. The rumour of this domeftic revolu- 
tion excited a tumult in the city; but Porphyro- 
genitus alone, the true and lawful Emperor, was 
the object of the public care; and the fon s of 
Lecapenus were taught, by tardy experience, 
that they had achieved a guilty and perilous 
enterprife for the benefit of their rival. Their 
fifter Helena, the wife of Conftantine, revealed, 
or fuppofed, their treacherous defign of afiafli- 
nating her hufibaud at the royal banquet. His 
loyal adherents were alarmed; and the two 
ufurpers were prevented, teizq^d, degraded from 
the purple, and embarked for the lame ifland and 
raonaftery, where their father had been fo lately 
confined. Old Romanus met them on the beach 
with a farcaftic fmile, and, after a juft reproach of 
their folly and ingratitude, prefented his Imperial 
colleagues with an equal fliare of his water and 
vegetable diet. In the fortieth year of his reign, 
Conftantine the Seventh obtained the poffeffion of 
the Eaftern world, which he ruled, or feemed to 
rule,near fifteen years. But he was devoid of that 
energy of charadler which could emerge into a> 

■ , life 
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life of action and glory ; and the ftudies which c H A P. 
had amufed and dignified his leifure, were incom- 
patible W'ith the ferious duties of a fovereign. 

The Emperor negle6led the practice, to inftru6t 
his foil Roman us in the theory, of government ; 
while he indulged the habits of intemperance 
and floth, he dropt the reins of the adminiftra- 
tion into the hands of Helena his wife; and, in 
the fliifting fcene of her favour and caprice, 
each minilter was regretted in the promotion of 
a more w'orthlefs fuccefibr. Yet the birth and 
misfortunes of Conllantine had endeared him 
to the Greeks ; they excufed his failings ; they 
relpedted his learning, his innocence, and cha- 
rity, his love of jultice ; and the ceremony of 
his funeral was mourned with the unfeigned 
tears of his fubjedfcs. The body, according to 
ancient cuftom, lay in date in the veftibule of the 
palace ; and the civil and military officers, the 
partricians, the fenate,andthe clergy, approached 
in due order to adore and kifs the inanimate 
corpfe of their fovereign. Before the procef- 
fion moved towards the Imperial fepulchre, an 
herald proclaimed this awful admonition ; “ Arife 
“ O king of the world, and obey the fmnrnons of 

the King of kings !” 

The death of Conftantine was imputed to Romanus 
poifon ; and his fon Romanus, who derived that K.^nior, 
name from his maternal grandfather, afcended the not.' 15!' 
throne of Conftantinople. A prince who, at the 
age of twenty, could be fufpedled of anticipating 
his inheritance, muff have been already loft in the 
public efteem ; yet Romanus was rather weak 
than wicked ; and the Jargeft fhare of the guilt 

was 
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c H A P. was transferred to his wife, Theophano, a woffian 
XL?iH. bafe origin, mafculine fpirit, and flagitious 
' ^ manners. The fenfe of perfonal glory and pub- 

lic happinefs, the true pleafures of royalty, were 
unknown to the fon of Conflantine j and while 
the two brothers, Nicephorus and Leo, tri- 
umphed over the Saracens, the hours "which the 
Emperor owed to his people were confumed in 
flrenuous idlenefs. In the morning he vifited 
the circus; at noon he feafted the fenators ; 
the greater part of the afternoon he Ipent in 

thej5>//aTj/?eriMOT, or tennisGOurt, the only theatre 

of his victories ; from thence he paffed over to 
the Afiatic fide of the Bofphorus, hunted and 

killed four wild boars of the largefl fize, and 

returned to the palace, proudly content with 
the labours of the day. In flrength and beauty 
he w’as confpicuous above his equals : tall and 
firaight as a young cyprefs, his complexion was 
fair and florid, his eyes fparkling, his flioulders 
broad, his nofe long and aquiline. Yet even 
thefe perfeaions were infufficient to fix the 
love of Theophano ; and, after a reign of four 
years, flte mingled for her hufband the fame 
deadly draught which flie had compofed for his 
father. 

Kicepho. By his marriage with this impious woman, Ro- 

rusii. manus the younger left two fons, Bafll the Second 

Conflantine the Ninth, and two daughters, 

Auguft d. Theophano and Anne. The eldeft filler was 
given to Qtho the Second, Emperor of the Weft ; 
the younger became the wife of AYolodomair, 
great duke and apoftle of Ruflia, and, by the 
marriage of her grand-daughter with Henry the 
15 Eirfl, 
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Fii'ft, King of France, the blood of the Macedo- c H A P. 
nians, and perhaps of the Arfacides, ftiii flows in , 

the veins of the Bourbon line. After the death 
of her hufband, the Emprefs afpired to reign in 
the name of her fons, the elder of whom was 
live, and the younger only two, years of age ; 
but flie foon felt tlie inllability of a throne, which 
was fupported by a female who could not be 
efteemed, and two infents who could not be 
feared. Theophano looked around for a pro- 
testor, and threw herfelf into the arms of the 
braveft foldier ; her heart ■was capricious ; but 
the deformity of the new favourite rendered it 
more than probable that intereft was the motive 
and excufe of her love. Nicephorus Phocus 
united, in the popular opinion, the double merit 
of an hero and a faint. In the former cha- 
raSter, his qualifications were genuine and 
fplendid : the defcendant of a race, illuftrious 
by their military exploits, he had difplayed, in 
every ftation and in every province, the cou- 
rage of a foldier and the conduct of a chief; 
and Nicephorus was crowned with recent lau- 
rels, from the important conqueft of the ifle of 
Crete. His religion was of a more ambiguous 
call; and his haircloth, his falls, his pious idiom, 
and his wifli to retire from the bufinefs of the 
world, were a convenient malk for his dark 
and dangerous ambition. Yet he impofed on 
an holy patriarch, by whofe influence, and by 
a decree of the fenate, be was entrufted, during 
the minority of the young princes, with the ab- 
folute and independent command of the Ori- 
ental armies. As foon as he had fecured tlie 

leaders 
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C H AP, leaders and the troops, he boldlv marched to 

/ ^ Conftantinople, trampled on his enemies, avowed 
his correlpondence with the Etnprefs, and witli- 
out degrading iier fons, affuraed, with the title 
of Auguftus, the pre-eminence of rank and the 
plenitude of power. But his marriage with 
Theophano was refufed by the fame patriarch 
who had placed the crown on his head ; by his 
fecond nuptials he incurred a year of canonical 
penance ; a bar of Ipiritual affinity was oppofed 
to their celebration ; and fome evafion and pei’- 
jury were required to filence the fcriiples of the 
clergy and people. The popularity of the Em- 
peror was loft in the purple : in a reign of lix 
years he provoked the hatred of ftrangers and 
fubjecls ; and the hypocrify and avarice of the 
ftrft Nicephoros w'ere revived in his fucceflbr. 
Hypocrify I fliall never juftify or palliate ; but 
I will dare to obferve, that the odious vice of 
avarice is of all others moft haftily arraigned, 
and inoft unmercifully condemned. In a pri- 
vate citizen, our judgment feldom experts an 
accurate fcrutiny into his fortune and expence; 
and in a fteward of the public treafure, fru- 
gality is always a virtue, and the increafe of 
taxes too often an indifpenfable duty. In the 
ufe of his patrimony, the generous temper of 
Nicephorus had been proved; and the revenue 
was ftriiftly applied to the fervice of the ftate ; 
each fpring the Emperor marched in perfon 
againft the Saracens ; and every Roman might 
compute the employment of his taxes in tri- 
umphs, conquefts, and the fecurity of the Eaf- 
tem barrier. 

Among 
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Among the warriors who promoted his eleva- c H A P. 
tion, and ferve^ under his ftandard, a noble and ^LViu. 
valiant Armenian had deferved and obtained the joim zi- 
moil eminent rewards.. The ftature of John Zi- 
mifces was below the ordinary ftandard; but this 
diminutive body was endowed with ftrength, A.D.969, 
beauty, and the foul of an hero. By the jea- 
loufy of the Emperor’s brother, he was degraded 
from the office of general of the Eaft, to that of 
diredlor of the pofts, and his murmurs were chaf- 
tifed with di%race and exile. But Zimifces was 
ranked among the numerous lovers of the Em- 
prefs ; on her interceffion he was permitted to 
relide at Chalcedon in the neighbourhood of 
the capital : her bounty was repaid in his clan- 
deftine and amorous vifits to the palace ; and 
Theophano confented, with alacrity, to the 
death of an ugly and penurious hulband. Some 
bold and trufty confpirators were concealed in 
her moft private chambers ; in the darknefe of a 
winter night, Zimifces, with his principal com- 
panions, embarked in a fmall boat, traverfed the 
Bofphorus, landed at the palace ftaii's, and 
filently afcended a ladder of ropes, which was 
call down by the female attendants. Neither 
his own fufpicions, nor the warnings of his 
friends, nor the tardy aid of his brother Leo, 
nor the fortrefs which he had ere6l;ed in the pa- 
lace, could prote6l Nicephorus from a domeftic 
foe, at whofe voice every door was opened to 
the aflaffins. As he flept on a bear-lkin, on the 
ground, he was roufed by their noily intrufion, 
and thirty daggers glittered before his eyes. It 
is doubtful whether Zimifces imbrued his hands 
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c H A P. in the blood of his fovereign j but he enjoyed the 
fpedtacle of revenge. The murder was 
pi'otra6i;ed by infult and cruelty ; and as foon as 
the head of Nicephorus was fee wn from the win- 
dow, the tumult was hufeed, and the Armenian 
was Emperor of the Eaft. On the day of his 
. coronation, he was ftopped on the threfeold of 
St. Sophia, by the intrepid patriarch ; who 
charged his confcience with the deed of treafon 
and blood ; and required, as a fign of repent-. 
ance, that he feould feparate himfeif from his 
more criminal affociate. This fally of apoftolic 
zeal was notoffenfive to the prince, lince he could 
neifeer love nor truft a woman who had repeat- 
edly violated the moll facred obligations ; and 
Theophano, inftead of fearing his Imperial for- 
tune, was difmifled with ignominy from his bed 
and palaoe. In their lall interview, fee dif- 
pkyed a fi'antic and impotent I'age ; accufedthe 
ingratitude of her lover ; afTaulted with words 
aird blows her fon Bafii, as he flood filent and 
febmiffive in the prefence of a fuperior colleague; 
and avowed her own prottitution m proclaiming 
the ill^tiraacy ctf bis birth. The public indig- 
nation was appeafed bj' her exile, and the pu- 
nifliment of the meaner accomplices : the death 
of an unpopular pi'ince was forgiven ; and the 
guilt of Ziraifoes was forgotten in the fplendour 
of his virtues. Perhaps his profufion was iefs 
ufeful to the ftate than the avarice of Nicepho- 
rus; but his gentle and generous behaviour de- 
lighted all who approached his perfon; and it 
was only in the paths of viiStory that he trod in 
the footfteps of his predeceflbr. The grea-teft 
/ ^ ^ ^ , . part 
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part of his reign was eraploy^ed in the camp and c H A, P. 
the field : his perfonal %'alour and a6tivity was ^eviii. 
fignalized on the Danube and the Tigris, the ' 
ancient boundaries of the Roman world ; and by 
his double ti’iumph over the Rullfians and the 
Saracens, he deferved the titles of faviour of the 
empire, and conqueror of the Eaft. In hislaft 
return from Syria, he obferved that the moft 
fruitful lands of his new provinces >vere poffeffed 
by the eunuchs.' “ And is it for them,” he ex- 
claimed, w’ith honed indignation, “ that we 
“ have fought and conquered ? Is it for them 
“ that we filed our blood, and exhaud the trea- 
“ fures of our people ?” The complaint was re- 
echoed to the palace, and the death of Zimifces 
is drongly marked with the fufpicion of poifon. 

Under this ufurpation, or regency, of twelve Bafiin. 
years, the two lawful Emperors, Bafil and Con- 
ftantine, had filently grown to the age of man- A.D.976, 
hood. Their tender years had been incapable of 
dominion: the refpedtful modedy of their at- 
tendance and falutation, was due to the age and 
merit of their guardians : the childlefs ambition 
of thole guardians had no temptation to violate 
their right of fucceffion : their patrimony was 
ably and faithfully adminidered ; and the pre- ■ 
mature death of Zimifces ivas a lots, rather than 
a benefit, to the Ions of Romanus. Their want 
of experience detained them twelve years longer 
the obfcure and voluntary pupils of a minider, 
who extended his reign by perfuading them to 
indulge the pleafures of youth, and to difdain 
the labours of government. In this filken web, 
the weaknefs of Condantine was for ever en- 
tangled j 
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C H A P. tangled ; but his elder brother felt the iinpulfe 

XLvni. of genius and the delire of atilion ; he frowned; 
and the miniller was no more. Bafil was the 
acknowledged fovereign of Conllantinople and 
the provinces of Europe; but Alia was oppreffed 
by two vetei'an generals, Phocas and Sclerus, 
who, alternately friends and enemies, fubjedls 
and rebels, maintained their independence, and 
laboured to emulate the example of fuccefsful 
ufurpation. Againft thefe domellic enemies, 
the fon of Romulus firft drew his fword, and 
they trembled in the prefence of a lawful and 

high-fpirited prince. The lirft., in the front of 
battle, was thrown from his horfe, by the llroke 
ofpoifon, or an arrow: the fecond, who had 
been twice loaded with chains, and twice in- 
veiled with the purple, was delirous of ending 
in peace the fmall remainder of his days. As 
the aged fuppliant approached tlie throne, with 
dim eyes and faultering fleps, leaning on his 
two attendants, the Emperor exclaimed, in the 
infolence of youth and power, “ And is this the 
“ man who has fo long been the objedt ofour 
terror ?” After-he had confirmed his own au- 
thority, and the peace of the empire, the trophies 
of Nicephorus and Zimifceswould not fulfer their 
royal pupil to lleep in the palace. His long and 
frequent expeditions againft the Saracens were 
rather glorious, than ufeful to the empire ; but 
the final deftrudlion of the kingdom of Bulgaria 
appears, fince tlie time of Belifarius, the moft 
important triumph of the Roman arms. Yet 
inftead of applauding their vidlorious prince, his 
fubjedls detefted the rapacious and rigid avarice 

of 
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of Bafil ; and in the imperfeQ; narrative of his 
exploits, we can only difcera the courage, 
patience, and ferocioufnefs of a foldier. A vicious 
education, which could notfubdue his fpirit,had 
clouded his mind; he was ignorant of every 
fcience; and the remembrance of his learned and 
feeble grandfire might encourage a real or 
affedted contempt of laws and lawyers, of artifts 
and arts. Of fuch a character, in fuch an age, 
fuperftition took a firm and lading poffeffion; 
after the firfl licence of his youth, Bafil the 
Second devoted his life, in the palace and the 
camp, to the penance of an hermit, wore the 
monadic habit under his robes and armour, ob- 
ferved a vow of continence, and irapofed on his 
appetites a perpetual abdinence from wine and 
fledi. Inthefixty-eighthyearofhisage,his martial 
fpirit urged him to embark in perfonfor a holy war 
againdthe Saracens of Sicily; he w’as prevented 
by death, and Bafil, furnamed the Slayer of the 
Bulgarians, was difmifled from the world, with 
the bleflings of the clergy and the curfes of the 
people. After his deceafe, his brother Condan- 
tine enjoyed, about three years, the power, or 
rather the pleafures, of royalty ; and his only care 
was the fettlement of the fucceffion. He had 
enjoyed fixty-fix years the title of Aiigudus ; 
and the reign of the two brothers is the longed, 
and mod obfcure, of the Byzantine hidory. 

A lineal fucceffion of five emperors, in a period 
of one hundred and fixty years, had attached the 
loyalty of the Greeks to the Macedonian dynady, 
which had been thrice refpedled by the ulurpers 
of their power. After the death of Confitantine 
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c H A p. the Ninth, the laft male of the royal race, a new 

■ ‘- and broken fcene prefents itfelf, and the accuinu" 

lated years of twelve emperors do not equal the 
Qjace of his Angle reign. His elder brother had 
preferred his priyate chaftity to the public in- 
tereft, and Conftantine himielf had only three 
daughters ; Eudocia, who took the veil, and Zoe 
and Theodora, who were preferved till a mature 
age in a Hate of ignorance and virginity. When 
their marriage was difcufled in the council of 
their dying father, the cold or pious Theodora 
refufed to give an heir to the empire, but her 
After Zoe prefented herfelf a willing vidtim at 
the altar. Roraanus Argyrus, a patrician of a 
graceful perfon and fair reputation, was chofen 
for her huAaand, and, on his declining that 
honour, was informed, that blindnefs or death 
was the fecond alternative. The motive of his 
reluctance was conjugal affection, but bis faithful 
wife facriAced her own happinefs to his fafety and 
greatnefs ; and her entrance into a monaftery 
j'emoved the only bar to the Imperial nuptials. 
After the deceafe of Gonftantine, the fceptre 
devolvedtoRomanus the Third; buthislabours at 
home and abroad were equally feeble and fruit- 
lefs ; and the mature age, the forty-eight years 
of Zoe, Were lefs favourable to the hopes of preg- 
nancy than to the indulgence of pleafure. Her 
favourite chamberlain was an handfome Paphla- 
gonian of the name of Michael, whole Arft trade 
had been thatof a money-changer ; andRomanus, 
either from gratitude or equity, connived at their 
criminalintercourfe,oraccepted a Aight afturance 
of their innocence. But Zoe loon juftiAed the 

Roman 
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Koman maxim, that every adultrefs is capable of ^ 
poifoning her hufband; and the death of Eo- 
man us was inftantly followed by the fcandalous 
marriage and elevation of Michael the Fourth. 

The expe^ations of Zoe were however difap- 
pointed : inllead of a vigoroijts and grateful Paphiagg- 
lover, flie had placed in her bed, a miferable 
wretch, whofe health and reafon were impaired 103^, 
by epileptic fits,' and whofe confeience was tor- April n. 
mented by defpair and remorfe. The moft Ikilful 
phyficians of the mind and body were fumraoned 
to his aid; and his hopes were amufed by frequent 
pilgrimages to the baths, and to the tombs of the 
moft popular faints ; the monks applauded his 
penance, and, except reftitution, (but to whom 
fhould he have reftored ?) Michael fought every 
method of expiating his guilt. While he groan- 
ed and prayed in fackcloth and aflies, his brother, 
the eunuch John, fmiled at his remorfe, and en- 
joyed the barveft of a crime of which himfelf was 
the fecret and moft guilty author. His adminif- 
tration was only the art of fatiating his avarice, 
and Zoe became a captive in the palace of 
her fathers and in the hands of her flaves. 

When he perceived the irretrievable decline 
of his brother’s health, he introduced his ne- 
phew, another Michael, who derived his furnape 
of Calaphates from his father’s occupation in 
the careening of velfels : at the command of 
the eunuch, Zoe adopted for her fon, the fon of 
a mechanic ; and this fidlitious heir was invefted 
with the title and purple of the Cselars, m the 
prefence of the fenate and clergy. So feeble was 
the character of Zoe, that ihe was oppreffed 
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c H A P. by the liberty and power which flie recovered by 
XLVHI^ death of the Paphlagonian ; and at the end 
Michael of fout days, fee placed the crown on the head 
Michael the Fifth,who had pi'otefted with tears 
A. D. and oaths, that he feould ever reign the hrfl 
1 ^^** and moft obedient of her fubjedls. The only a 6 t 
of his feort reign was his bafe ingratitude to 
his benefactors, the eunuch and the Emprefs. 
The dilgrace of the former was pleating to the 
public; but the murmurs, and at length the cla- 
mours, of Conftantinople deplored the exile of 
Zoe, the daughter of fo many empprors ; her 
vices were forgotten, and Michael was taught, 
that there is a period in which the patience of 
■the tameft flaves rifes into fury and revenge. 
The citizens of every degree affembled in a for- 
midable tumult which lalled three days I they 
befieged the palace, forced the gates, recalled 
Zoe and their ■ ?J^o^/^ers, Zoe from her prifon, Theodora 
^A°D from her monaftery, and condemned the fon of 
X04Z, ' Galaphates to the lofs of his eyes or of his life. 
April SI. yor the firft time, the Greeks beheld with fur- 
.prife the two royal lifters feated on the fame 
5 throne, prefiding in the fenate, and giving audi- 
ence to the ambaffadors of the nations. But this 
lingular union fublifted no more than twomonths; 
the two fovereigns, their tempers, interefts, and 
adherents, were fecretlyhoftile to each other; and 
as Theodora was ftill adverfe to marriage, the in- 
defatigable Zoe, at the age of lixty, eonfented, 
for the public good, to fuftain the embraces of a 
Conflan- third liufeand, and the cenfures of the Greek 
dne and church. His name and numberwere Confta'htine 
elms. the lenth, and the epithet of MonomaeJms, the 
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fingle combatant, muft have been expreffive of c h ap. 
his valour and vidtory in fome public or private 
quarrel. But his health was broken by the tor- A.D. 
tures of the gout, and his diffolute reign was 
Ipent in the alternative of ficknefs and pleafure, 

A fair and noble widow had accompanied Con- 
flantine in his exile to the ifle of Lelbos, and 
Sclerena gloried in the appellation of his mif- 
trefs. After his marriage and elevation, ilie 
was invefted with the title and pomp of Augi^ta^ 
and occupied a contiguous apartment in the 
palace. The lawful confort (fuch was the de- 
licacy or corruption of Zeo) confented to this 
ftrange and fcandalous partition ; and the Em- 
peror appeared in public between his wife and 
his concubine. He furvived them both ; but the 
iall meafures of Conftantine to change the order 
of fucceffion were prevented by the more vigilant 
friends of Theodora ; and after his deceafe, Ihe Theodora, 
I’efumed, with the general confent, the polTeffion 
of her inheritance. In her name and by the in- Nov. 30. 
fluence of four eunuchs, the Eaftern world was 
peaceably governed about nineteen months j and 
as they wulhed to prolong their dominion, they 
perfuaded the aged princefs to nominate for her 
fuccelTor Michaelthe Sixth. ThefurnameofAS'&’<3!- Michael 
tioticus declares his military profeflion ; but the yi-Stra- 
crazyand decrepit veteran could only fee with the a.d. ’ 
eyes, and execute with the hands, of his minifters. 

Whilft heafcended the throne, Theodora funk in- 
to the grave j the laft of the Macedonian or Bafi- 
lian dynafty. I have haftily reviewed, and gladly 
difmifs this lhameful and deftrudlive period of 
twenty-eight years, in which the Greeks,- de- 
graded 
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CHAP, graded below the common level of fervitude, 
‘ transferred likea herdof cattle by the choice 
or caprice of two impotent females, 
ifaaci. From this night of flavery, a ray of freedom, 
hXa'd or^tisaftoffpii'it, begins to emerge: the Greeks 
1057, either preferved or revived the ufe of furnames, 
Auguftsi. .,y}jich perpetuate the fame of hereditary virtue 
and we now decern the rife, fucceffion, and alli- 
ance of the laft dynafties of Conftantinople and 
Trebizond. TheCojwwem', who upheld for a while 
the fate of the linking empire, alTumed the ho- 
nour of a Roman origin : but the family had 
been long §.nos tranfported from Italy to Alia, 
Their patrimonial eftate was lituate in the dif- 
tri<£l of Caftamona in the neighbourhood of the 
Euxine; and one of their chiefs, who had already 
entered the paths of ambition, revilited with af- 
fection, perhaps with regret, the modeft though 
honourable dwelling of his fathers. The firll of 
their line was the illullrious Manuel, wdio in the 
reign of the fecond Balil, contributed by war 
and treaty to appeafe the troubles of the Eafl : 
he irft in a tender age, two Cons, Ifaac and John, 
whom, with the confcioufnefs of defert, he be- 
queathed to the gratitude and favour of his 
fovereign. The noble youths were carefully 
trained in the learning of the monaftery, the 
arts of the palace, and the exercifes of the 
Camp : and from the domeflic fei'vice of the 
guards, they were rapidly promoted to the com- 
mand of provinces and armies. Their frater- 
nal union doubled the force and reputation of 
the Comneni, and their ancient nobility was il- 
luftrated by the marriage of the two brothers, 
4 with 
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with a captive princefs of Bulgaria, and the i 
daughter of a patrician, who had obtained the 
name of C%<zro» from the number of enemies 
whom he had fent to the infernal lhades. The 
foldiers had ferved with reludtant loyalty a feries 
of effeminate mailers ; the elevation of Michael 
the Sixth was a perfonai infult to the more de- 
ferving generals ; and their difcontent was in- 
flamed by the parlimony of the Emperor and the 
inlblence of the eunuchs. They fecretly af- 
fembled in the fan6luary of St. Sophia, and the 
votes of the military lynod would have been una- 
nimous in favour of the old and valiant Cataca- 
lon, if the patriotifm or modelly of the Veteran 
had not fuggelled the importance of "birth as 
well as merit in the choice of a fovereign. Ifeac 
Comnenus was approved by general confent, 
and the alfociates leparated without delay to 
meet in the plains of Phrygia at the head of their 
relpe^tive fquadrons and detachments. The 
caufe of Michael was defended in a Angle battle 
by the mercenaries of the Imperiai guard, who 
were aliens to the public intereft, and animated 
only by a principle of honour and gratitude. 
After their defeat, the fears of the Emperor fo- 
licited a treaty, which was almoft accepted by 
the moderation of the Comnenial. But the 
former was betrayed by his ambafladors, and 
the latter was prevented by his friends. The 
folitary Michael fubmitted to the voice of the 
people j the patriarch annulled their oath of 
allegiance ; and as he lhaved the head of the royal 
monk, congratulated his beneficial exchange of 
temporal rbyalty for the kingdom of heaven : 
an exchange, however, wbi«h the prieft, on his 

own 


c H A P. own account, would probably have declined. By 
v^-^' I bands of the fame patriarch, Ifaac Com- 
nenus was folemnly crowned: the fword which 
he infcribed on his coins, might be an oftenfive 
Ijnnbol, if it implied his title by conqueft ; but 
this fword would have been drawn againll the 
■foreign and domeftic enemies of the ftate. The 
decline of his health and vigour fufpended the 
operation of adlive virtue ; and the prolpedt of 
approaching death determined him tointerpofe 
fome moments between life and eternity. But 
•inflead of leaving the empire as the marriage por- 
tion of his daughter, his reafon and inclination 
concurred in the preference of his brother John, 
a foldier, a patriot, and the fiither of five fons, the 
•future pillars of an hereditary fucceflion. His 
firll modeft. reludlance might be the natural dic- 
tates of difcretion and tendernefs, but his obfti- 
iiate and fuccefsful perfeverance, however it may 
dazzle with the (hew of virtue, mull be cenfured 
as a criminal defertion of his duty, and a rare 
offence againll his family and country. The pur- 
ple which he had refufed was accepted by Con- 
llantine Ducas, a friend of the Comnenian houfe, 
and whofe noble birth was adorned with the ex- 
perience and reputation of civil policy. In the 
monaftic habit, Ilkac recovered his health, and 
furvived two years his voluntary abdication. At 
the command of his abbot, he obferved the rule 
of St.Bafil, and executed the rnoft fervile offices 
of the convent: but his latent vanity was grati- 
fied by the frequent and refpecSlful vifits of the 
reigning monarch, who revered in his perfon the 
charadler of a benefadlor and a faint, 
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If Conflantine the Eleventh were indeed the c H A P. 
fubjeel inofl worthy of empire, we muft pity the XLViil. 
debafement of the age and nation in which he was confian- 
chofen. In the labour of puerile declamations tinexi. 
he fought, without obtaining, the crown of elo- 
quence, more precious, in his opinion, than that 
of Rome ; and, in the fubordinate fundlions of a ■ 

judge, he forgot the duties of a fovereign and a 
warrior. Far from imitating the patriotic indiffe- 
rence of the authors of his greatnefs, Ducas was 
anxious only tofecure, at the expence of the re- 
public, the power and profperity of his children. 

His three fons, Michael the Seventh, Andronicus 
the Firft, and Conilantine the Twelfth, were in- 
vefted, in a tender age, with the equal title of 
Auguflus ; and the fucceflion was fpeedily Eudock, 
opened by their father’s death. His widow, 
Eudocia, was entrufled with the adminiflration ; ’ 

but experience had taught the jealoufy of the 
dying monarch to protedt his fons from the dan- 
ger of her fecond nuptials; and her folemn en- 
gagement, attelled by the principal fenators, 
was depolited in the hands of the patriarch. 

Before the end of feven months, the wants of 
Eudocia, or thofe of the Hate, called aloud for 
the male virtues of a foldier ; and her heart had 
already chofen Romanus Diogenes, whom flie 
raifed from the fcaffold to the throne. The dif- 
covery of a treafonable attempt had expofed 
him to the fe verity of the laws : his beauty and 
valour abfolved him in the eyes of the Emprefs ; 
and Romanus, from a mild exile, w^as recalled 
on the fecond day to the command of the 
Oriental armies. Her royal choice was yet 
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unknowia to the public, and the promife which 
would have betrayed her falfehood and levity, was 
ftolen by a dexterous emiflary from the ambition 
of the patriarch. Xiphilin at firft alleged the 
fandlity of oaths and the faered nature of a truft ; 
buta whilper that his brother was the future Em- 
peror, relaxed his fcruples, and forced him to 
confefs that the public fafety was the fupreme 
law. He refigned the important paper: and when 
his hopes were confounded by the nomination of 
Romanus, he could no longer regain hisfecurity, 
retJ afit his declarations, nor oppofe the fecond 
nuptials of the Emprefs. Yet a murmur was 
heard in the palace; and the Barbarian guards 
had raifed their battle-axes in tlie caufe of the 
houfe of Ducas, till the young princes were 
foothed by the tears of their mother and the fo- 
lemn affu ranees of the fidelity of their guardian, 
who filled the Imperial ftation with dignity and 
honour. Hereafter I llrall relate bis valiant but 
unfuccefsfid efforts to refill the progrefs of the 
Turks. His defeat and captivity inflidled a 
deadly wound on the Byzantine monarchy of the 
Eaft ; and after be was releafed from the chains 
of the fultan, he vainly fought his wife and his 
fubjefts. His wife had been thriill into a inonaf- 
tery, and the fubjedls of Eomanus had embraced 
the rigid maxim of the civil law, that a prifoner 
in the hands of the enemy is deprived, as by the 
llroke of death, of all the public and private 
rights of a citizen. In the general confternation, 
the Gmfar John aflerted the indefeafible right of 
his three nephews. Conftantinople lillened to his 
voice ; and the Turkifli captive was proclaimed 

in 
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in die capital, and received on the frontier as an chap. 
enemy of the republic. Romanus was not more . 

fortunate in domeftic than in foreign war: the A.D. 
lofs of two battles compelled him to yield, on the 
the affui'ance of fair and honourable treatment; 
but his enemies were devoid of faith or humanity ; 
and, after the cruel extindlion of his fight, his 
ivounds were left to bleed and corrupt, till in a 
few days he was relieved from a ftate of mifery. 

Under the triple reign of the houfe of Ducas, the 
two younger brotliers were reduced to the vain 
honours of the purple ; but the eldeft, the pufil- 
lanimous Michael, was incapable of fuftaining the 
Roman fceptre; and his furname of Parapinaces 
denotes the reproach which he lhared with an 
avaricious favourite, who enhanced the price, 
and diminillied the meafure, of wheat. In the 
fchool of Pfellus, and after the example of his 
modi er, the fon of Eudocia made feme, pro- 
ficiency in phiiofophy and I'hetoric; but his cha- 
ra^er was degraded, rather than ennobled, by the 
virtues of a monk and the learning of a fophift. 

Strong in the contempt of their fovereign and 
their own efteem, two generals at the bead of the 
European and Afiatic legions alTumed the purple 
at Adrianople and Nice. Their revolt wms in the 
fame month; they bore the fame name of Nice- 
phorus; but the two candidates were diflin- 
guiflied by the furnames of Bryemiius and Bota- 
niates; the former in the maturity of wifdom and 
courage, the latter confpicuous only by the me- 
mory of his pall exploits. While Botaniates ad- 
mnced with cautious and dilatory Reps, his active 
competitor Rood in arms before the gates of Con- 
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flantinople. The name of Biyennius was illuftri- 
ous 5 his caufe was popular ; but his licentious 
troops could not be reftrained from burning and 
pillaging a fuburb ; and the people, who would 
have hailed the rebel, rejected and repulfed the 
incendiary of his country. This change of the 
public opinion was favourable to Botaniates, who 
at length, with an army of Turks, approached 
the fliores of Chalcedon. A formal invitation, 
in the name of the patriarch, the fynod, and 
the fenate, was circulated through the ftreets of 
Conftantinople ; and the general aflembly, in 
the dome of St. Sophia, debated, with order 
and calmhefs, on the choice of their, fovereign. 
The guards of Michael would have difperfed this 
unarmed multitude ; but the feeble Emperor, 
applauding his own moderation and clemency, 
refigned the enfigns of royalty, and was re- 
warded with the monaftic habit, and the title 
of Archbifliop of Ephefus. He left a fon, a 
Conftantine, born and educated in the purple; 
and a daughter of the houfe of Ducas illuftrated 
the blood, and confirmed the fucceffion of the 
Comnenian dynafty. 

John Cbranenus, the brother of the Emperor 
Ifaac, furvived in peace and dignity his generous 
refufal of the fceptre. By his wife Anne, a woman 
of mafculine fpirit and policy, he left eight chil- 
dren: the three daughters multiplied the Comne- 
nian alliances with the nobleft of the Greeks: of 
the five fons, Manuel was flopped by a premature 
death ; Ifaac and Alexius reftored the Imperial 
greatnefs of their houfe, which was enjoyed with- 
out toil or danger by the two younger brethren, 
' ■ ■ Adrian 
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Adrian and Nicepborus. Alexius, the third and 
iijoft illullrious of the brothers, was endowed b)' 
nature with the choiceft gifts both of mind and 
body : they were cultivated by a liberal education, 
and exercifed in the fchool of obedience and ad- 
verfity. The youth was difmilTed fi’Oin the perils 
of the Turkilh war, by thepaternal care of the em^ 
peror Eoraanus ; but the mother of the Comneni, 
with her afpiring race, was acciifed of treafon, and 
banifhed, by the fbns of Ducas, to an ifland in the 
Propontis. The two brothers foon emerged into 
favour and a6lion, fought by each other’s fide 
againft the rebels and Barbarians, and adhered to 
the emperor Michael, till he was defertedby the 
world and by hiinfelf. In his firft interview with 
Botaniates, Prince,” faid Alexius, with a noble 
franknefs, “ my duty rendered me your enemy ; 
“ the decrees ofGod and of the peoplehave made 
“ me your fubjeiSt, Judge of my future loyalty by 
“ my pall oppofition.” The fuccefifor of Michael 
entertained him with efteem and confidence: 
his valour was employed againft three rebels, who 
difturbedthe peaceofthe empire, or at leaft of the 
emperors. Urfei, Bryennius, and Bafilacius,were 
formidable by their numerous forces and military 
fame: they were fucceffively x’anquiflied in the 
field, andled in chains to the foot ofthe throne ; and 
whatevertreatmenttheymightreceivefromatimid 
and cruel court, they applauded tlie clemency, as 
well as the courage, of their conqueror. But the 
loyalty ofthe Comneni was foon tainted by fear 
and fufpicion ; nor is it eafy to fettle between a 
fubjedt and a clefpot, the debt of gratitude, which 
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the former is tempted to claim by arevolt^ 

lattertodifchargebyanesecutioner.Theretulaioi 

Aiexiustomarchagainftafourthrebel,thehulban 

of his After, deftroyed the merit or memory ot his 

paftfervices-.thefavouritesofBotaniatesprovoked 

theambitionwhichtheyappreheridedandaccu e , 

and the retreat of the two brothers might be - 

fied by the defence of their life or, liberty.^ 

women of thefamily weredepofitedin a fan6luaiy, 
refpeaedby tyrants : the men, 'mounted on hoi - 
bade, rallied from the city, and ereded theftan- 
dard of civil war. The foldiers, who had beeii gra- 
dually aflembled in the capital and the neighboui- 
hood,weredevotedtotlie caufeof a viaonous and 

iniured leader: thetiesofcommonintereftanddo- 
mefticalliancefecuredtheattachmentof the houle 

ofDucas ; and the generous difpute of the Lom- 
neni was terminated by the decifive refolution ot 
Ifaac, who was the firft to inveft his JO^ger bro- 
ther with the name and enhgns of royalty, ihey 
returned to Conftantinople, to threaten^ rather 

than befiegethat impregnable fortefs ; but the 

fidelity of the guards was corrupted ; a pte was 
furprifed,and the fleet was occupied by the adive 

courageofGeorgePalffiologus,whofoughtagainft 

his father, without forefeeing that he lapured 
for his pofterity. Alexius afeended the throne ; 
and his aged competitor difapppred in a uiopl- 
tery An army of various nations was gratified 
with the pillage of the city ; but the Public dtf- 
orders w'ere expiated by the tears and falls of the 
Comneni, whofubmitted to every penance com- 
patible with the poflTeffion of the empire. 


The 
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The life of the emperor Alexius has been de- c H A P. 
lineated bya favourite daughtei',whowas infpired , 
by a tender regard for his perfon and a laudable Alexius 1. 
zeal to perpetuate his virtues. Confcious of the 
juft fufpicion of her readers, the princefs Anna April i. ’ 
Comnenarepeatediy protefts, that, befides herper- 
fonal knowledge, lire had fearched the difcourfe 
and writings of the moft relpedlable veterans : that 
after an interval of thirty years, forgotten by, and 
forgetful of, the world, her mournful fblitude was 
inacceflible to hope and fear j and that truth, the 
nakedperfedl truth, wasmore dearandfacredthan 
the memory of her parent. Yet, inftead of the 
limplicity of ftyle and narrative which wins our 
belief, an elaborate afiedlation of rhetoric and 
fcience betrays in every page the vanity of a fe- 
male author. The genuine charadler of Alexius is 
loft in a vague conftellation of virtues ; and the 
perpetual ftrainof panegyricand apology awakens 
ourjealoufy,to queftion the veracity ofthehiftorian 
and the merit of the hero. We cannot however re- 
fufe her judicious and important remark, that the 
diforders of the times were the misfortune and the 
glory of Alexius ; and that every calamity which 
can afflidt a declining empire was accumulated on 
his reign by the juftice of heaven and the vices of 
his predeceflbrs. In the Eaft,the vidtorious Turks 
had fpread, from Perfia to the liellefpont, the 
reign of the Koran andtheCrefcent: theWeft was 
invaded by the adventurous valour of the Nor- 
mans ; and, in the moments of peace, the Danube 
poured forth new fwarms, who had gained, in the 
fcience of war, what they had loft in the ferocipuf- 

G 2 nefs 
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c H A P. nefs of manners. The fea was not lefs hoftile than 
land; and while the frontiers were aflaulted by 
an open enemy, the palace was diftrafted with 
fecret treafon and conlpiracy. On a fudden, the 
banner of the crofs was difplayedby the Latins ; 
Europe was precipitated on Aha ; and Conftanti- 
nople had almoft been fwept away by this impe- 
tuous deluge. In the tempeft Alexius fleered the 
Imperial veffel with dexterity and courage. At 
the head of his armies, he was bold in a6lion,fkil- 
fui in flratagem, patient of fatigue, ready to im- 
prove his advantages, and riling from his defeats 
with inexhauflible vigour. The difcipline of the 
camp was revived, and a new generation of men 
and foldiers was created by the example and the 
precepts of theiiTeader. Inhisintercourfewiththe 
Latins, Alexiuswaspatientandartful: his difcern- 
ing eye pervaded the new fyftem of an unknown 
world; and I fcall hereafter defcribe the fuperior 
policy with which he balanced the interells and 
paflions of the champions of the firft crulade. In 
a long reign of thirty-feven years, he fubdued and 
pardoned the envy of his equals : the laws of 
public and private order were reftored : the arts 
of wealth and fcience were cultivated : the limits 
of the empire were enlarged in Europe and Alia ; 
and the Coranenian fceptre was tranfmitted to his 
children of the third and fourth generation. Yet 
the difficulties of the times betrayed fome defedls 
in his charadler; and have expofed his memory to 
fbme juft or ungenerous reproach. The reader 
may poflibly fmile at the lavilli praife which his 
daughter fo often bellows on a flying hero : the 

weaknefs 
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weaknefs or prudence of his fituation might be chap. 
miftaken for a want of perlbnal coiiragej and liis 
political arts are branded by the Latins with the 
names of deceit and diflimulation. Theincreafe 
of the male and female branches of his family 

adorned the throne and fecured the fuccelEon ; 
but their princely luxury and pride offended the 
patricians, exhaufled the revenue, and infulted 
the mifery of the people. Anna is a faithful 

witnefs that his happinefs was deftroyed, and his 

health was broken, by the cares of a public life : 
the patience of Gonflantinople was fatigued by 
the length and feverity of his reign ; and before 
Alexius expired, he had loll the love and reve^ 
rence of his fubjefits. The clergy could not 
forgive his application of the facred riches to 
the defence of the date ; but they applauded 
his theological learning and ardent zeal for the 
orthodox faith, which he defended with his 
tongue, his pen, and his fword. His charadter 
was degraded by the fuperftition of the Greeks ; 
and the fame inconfillent principle of human 
nature enjoined the Emperor to found an hofpi- 
tal for the poor and infirm, and to direa the ex- 
ecution of an heietic, who was burnt alive in the 
I'quaie of St. Sophia. Even the fincerity of his 
moral and religious virtues was fufpeaed by the 
perfons who had paffed their lives in his familiar 

confidence. In hislaft hours, when he was preffed 

by his wife Irene to alter the fucceffion, he railed 
his head, and breathed a pious ejaculation on the 
vanity of this world. The indignant reply of the 
Emprefs may be infcribed as an epitaph on his 
® 3 tombj 
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c H A p. tomb, “ You die, as you have lived— an hypo- 
XLVIII. CRITE 1 ” 

It was the wifti of Irene to fupplant the eldeft 
Calo- of her furviving fons, in favour of her daughter 
princefs Anne, w'hofe philofophy would not 
iiis. have refufed the w'eight of a diadem. But the 
Anguft- oi-jjej. of male fuccelFion was aflerted by the 
.friends of their country ; the lawful heir drew 
the royal fignet from the finger of his infenlible 
or confcious father, and the empire obeyed the 
niafter of the palace. Anna Comnena was fti- 
inulated by ambition and revenge to confpire 
ag&inft- the life of her brother, and when the 
deiign was prevented by the fears or fcruples' of 
her hufband, die paffionately exclaimed, that 
nature had iniftaken the two fexes, and had 
endowed Bryennius with the foul of a woman. 
The two fons of Alexius, John and Ilaac, main- 
tained the fraternal concord, the hereditary virtue 
of their race ; and the younger brother was con- 
tent with the title of Sebqjlocrator, which ap- 
proached the dignity, without fliaring the power, 
of the Emperor. In the fame perfon, the claims 
of primogeniture and merit were fortunately 
united; his fwarthy complexion, harfli features, 
and diminutive ftature, had fuggefted the ironh 
cal furnarae of Calo- Johannes, or John the Handr 
fome, which his grateful fubjedls more ferioully 
applied to the beauties of his mind. After the 
difbovery of her treafon, the life and fortune of 
Anne were juftly forfeited to the laws. Her life 
was fpared by the clemency of the Emperor, but 
he vifited the pomp and treafures of her palace, 

an 4 
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and beftowed the rich confifcation on the moft 
deferving of his friends. That refpedlable friend, 
Axuch, a flave of Turkifli extradlion, prefumed 
to decline the gift, and to intercede for the cri- 
minal : his generous mailer applauded and imi- 
tated the virtue of his favourite, and the reproach 
or complaint of an injured brother was the only 
chadifement of the guilty princefs. After this 
example of clemency, the remainder of his reign 
was never dillurbed by confpiracy or rebellion : 
feared by his nobles, beloved by his people, John 
was never reduced to the painful neceffity of 
punilhing, or even of pardoning, his perfonal 
'enemies. During his government of twenty-five 
years, the penalty of death was abolillied in the 
Roman empire, a law of mercy mod delightful to 
the humane theorid, but of which the pra 6 licej 
in a large and vicious community, is feldom con- 
fident with the public fafety. Severe to himfelf, 
indulgent to others, chade, frugal, abdemious, 
the philofophic Marcus would not have difdained 
the artlefs virtues of his fucceffor, derived from 
his heart, and not borrowed from the fchools. He 
defpifed and moderated the dately magnificence 
of the Byzantine court, fo oppreffive to the people, 
fo contemptible to the eye of reafon. Under fuch 
a prince, innocence had nothing to fear, and 
merit had every thing to hope; and without 
afluming the tyrannic office of a cenlbr, he intro- 
duced a gradual though vifible reformation in the 
public and private manners of Condantinople. 
The only defedl of this accomplilhed character, 
was the frailty of noble minds, the love of arms 
and military glory. Yet the freq[uent expeditions 
'04 of 
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of John the Handfome may be juftified, atleaft in 
their principle, by the neceffity of repelling the 
Turks from the Hellefpont and the Bofphorus, 
The fultan of Iconium was confined to his capital, 
the Barbarians wei'e driven to the mountains, 
and the maritime provinces of Afia enjoyed the 
tranfient bleffings of their deliverance. From 
Gonllantinople to Antioch and Aleppo, he re., 
peatedly marched at the head of a vi6torious 
army, and in the lieges and battles of this holy 
war, his Latin allies were ailoniflied by the fupe- 
rior Ipirit and prowefs of a Greek, As he began 
to indulge the ambitious hope of reftoring the 
ancient limits of the empire, as he revolved in his 
mind, the Euphrates and Tigris, the dominion of 
Syria, and the conqueftof Jerufalera, the thread 
of his life and of the public felicity was broken 
by a fingular accident. He hunted the wild 
boar in the valley of Anazarbus, and had fixed 
his javelin in the body of the furious animal ; 
but, in the Itruggle, a poifoned arrow dropt 
from his quiver, and a flight wound in his 
hand, wdiich produced a mortification, was fata! 
to the bed and greateft of the Comnenian 
princes. 

A premature death had fwept away the two 
eldell fons of John the Handfome ; of the two 
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hundred pounds of filver, the leading ecclefiaftics c HAP, 
of St. Sophia, who poffeffed a decifive voice in the , 
confecration of an emperor. With his veteran 
and affectionate troops, Manuel foon vifited Con- 
flantinople ; his brother acquiefced in the title 
of Sebaflocrator ; his fubjeCls admired the lofty 
flature and martial graces of their new fovereign, 
and liflened with credulity to the flattering 
promife, that he blended the wifdom of age with 
the activity and vigour of youth. By the expe- 
rience of his government, they were taught, that 
he emulated the fpirit, and lhared the talents, of 
his father, whofe focial virtues were buried in the 
grave. A reign of thirty-feven years is filled by 
a perpetual though various warfare againfl the 
. Turks, the Chriftians, and the hords of the wil- 
dernefs beyond the Danube. The arms of Ma- 
nuel were exercifed on mount Taurus, in the 
plains of Hungary, on the coafl of Italy and 
Egypt, and on the feas of Sicily and Greece : the 
influence of his negociations extended from Je- 
rufalem to Rome and lluflia : and the Byzantine 
monarchy,for a while, became an objeCtof refpeCt 
or terror to the powers of Alia and Europe. Edu- 
cated in the fllk and purple of the Eaft, Manuel 
pofTeffed the iron temper of a foldier, which can- 
not eafily be paralleled, except in the lives of 
Richard the Firfl of England, and of Charles 
the Twelfth of Sweden. Such was his flrength 
and exercife in arms, that Raymond, furnamed 
the Hercules of Antioch, was incapable of wield- 
ing the lance and buckler of the Greek emperor. 

In a famous tournament, he entered the lifts on 
^ fiery courfer, and overturned in his firft career; 

tWQ. 
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2 HAP. two of the ftouteft of the Italian knights. The 
XLvm.’ firft in the charge, the laft in the retreat, his 
'■ friends and his enemies alike trembled, the formei 
for his fafety and the latter for their own. After 
polling an ambufcade in a wood, he rode foi- 
wards in fearch of fome perilous adventure, ac- 
companied only by his brother and the faithfu 
Axuch, who refufed to defert their fovereign. 
Eighteen horfemen, after a Ihort combat, fled be- 
fore them : but the numbers of the enemy in- 
creafed ; the march of the reinforcem ent was tar- 
dy and fearful, and Manuel, without receiving a 
wound, cut his way through a fquadron of five 
hundred Turks. In a battle againll the Hunga- 
rians. imoatient of the flownefs of his troops, he 
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combat; and the gigantic champions, who en- chap. 
countered his arm, were tranlpierced by the 
lance, or cut afunder by the fword, of the invin- 
cible Manuel. The ftory of his exploits, which 
appear as a model or a copy of the lomances of 
chivalry, may induce a reafonable fufpicion of the 
veracity of the Greeks: I will not, to vindicate 
their credit, endanger my own; .yet I may ob- 
ferve, that in the longferies of their annals, Ma- 
nuel is the only prince who has been the fubje6t 
of fimilar exaggeration. With the valour of a 
foldier, he did not unite the fkill or prudence of 
a general : his victories were not productive of 
any permanent cv ufeful concj^ueft; and his Turk- 
ifli laurels were blafled in his laft unfortunate 
campaign, in wdrich he loft his army in the moun- 
tains of Pifidia, and owed his deliverance to the 
generofity of the fultan. But the moll lingular 
feature in the character of Manuel, is the contrail 
and viciffitude of labour and doth, of hardinefs 
and effeminacy. In war he feemed ignorant of 
peace, in peace he appeared incapable of war. In 
the field he flept in the fun or in the fnow, tired in 
the longell marches the ftrength of his men arid 
horfes, and fliared with a fmile the abftinence or 
diet of the camp. No fooner did he return to 
Conftantinople, than he refigned himfelf to the 
arts and pleafures of a life of luxury; the expence 
of his drefs, fiis table, and his palace, furpaffed 

the meafure‘of his predeceffors, and whole fura- 

mer days were idly walled in the delicious illes 
of the Propontis, in the incelluous love of his 
niece Theodora. The double coll of a warlike 
and diffolute prince exhaulted the revenue, and 

multiplied 
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multiplied the taxes; and Manuel, in the diflrefs 
of his laft Turlcifli camp, endured a bitter re- 
proach from the mouth of a delperate foldier. 
As he quenched his thirft, he complained that 
the water of a fountain was mingled with Chrif- 
tian blood. “ It is not the firft time,” exclaimed 
a voice from the crowd, “ that you have drank, 
“ O Emperor ! the blood of your Chriftian fub- 
jedls.” Manuel Comneniis was twice married, 
to the virtuous Bertha or Irene of Germany, and 
to the beauteous Maria, a French or Latin prin. 
cefs of Antioch. The only daughter of his fiitl 
wife was deftined for Bela an Hungarian prince, 
who Avas educated at Conftantinople under the 
name of Alexius ; and the confummation of 
their nuptials might have transferred the Homan 
fceptre to a race of free and warlike Barbarians. 
But, as foon as Maria of Antioch had given a 
fon and heir to the empire, the prefumptive 
rights of Bela were abolilhed, and he was de- 
prived of his promifed bride; but the Hungarian 
prince refumed his name and the kingdom of his 
fathers, and difplayed fuch virtues as might 
excite the regret and envy of the Greeks. The 
fon of Maria was named Alexius; and at the age 
often years, he afcended the Byzantine throne, 
after his father’s deceafe had clofed the glories 
of the Comnenian line. 

The fraternal concord of the two fons of the 
great Alexius, had been fometimes clouded by an 
oppofition of interefl and paflion. By ambition, 
Ifaac the Sebaftocrator was excited to flight and 
rebellion, from whence he w'as reclaimed by the 
firmnefs and clemency of John the Handfome. 

The 
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The errors of Ifaac, the father of the emperors of c h AP. 
Trebizond, were flioit and venial ; but John, the 
elder of his Tons, renounced for ever his religion. 
Provoked by a real or imaginary infult of his 
uncle, he efcaped from the Roman to the Tur- 
kifti camp : his apoftacy was rewarded with the 
fultan’s daughter, the title of Chelebi, or noble, 
and the inheritance of a princely eftate ; and in 
the fifteenth century, Mahomet the Second 
boafted of his Imperial defcent from the Com- 
nenian family. Andronicus, the younger bro- 
ther of John, foil of Ifaac, andgrandfon of Alexius 
Comnenus, is one of the moft confpicuous cha- 
radlers of the age : and his genuine adventures 
might form the fubjedl of a very Angular ro- 
mance. To juftify the choice of three ladies of 
royal birth, it is incumbent on me to obferve, 
that their fortunate lover was call in the beft 
proportions of ftrength and beauty ; and that the 
want of the fofter graces was fupplied by a manly 
countenance, a lofty ftature,athletic mufcles, and 
the air and deportment of a foldier. The prefer- 
vation, in his old age, of health and vigour, was 
the reward of temperance and exercife. A piece of 
bread and a draught of water were often his foie 
and evening repaft; and if he tailed of a wild boar, 
or a flag, which he hadroafced with his own hands, 
it was the well-earned fruit of a laborious chace. 
Dextrous in arms, he was ignorant of fear ; his 
perfiiafive eloquence coiildbendtoeveryfituation 
and charadler of life : bis ftyle, though not his 
practice, wasfafliioned by the example ofStPanlj 
and, in every deed of mifchief, be had a heart to 
refolve, a head to contrive, and a hand to execute. 

In 
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In liis youth, after the death of the emperor John, 
he followed the retreat of the Eoman army; hut, 
in the march through Alia Minor, defign or acci- 
dent tempted him to wander in the mountains ; 
the hunter was encompaffed bythe Turkilh huntC- 
men, and he remained fome time arelmSant or 
willing captive in the power of the fultan. His 
virtues and vices recommended him to the favour 
of his coufin : he Ihared the perils and the pleafures 
of Man uel ; and while the Emperor lived in public 
inceft with his neice Theodora, the affedlions of 
her filler Eudocia were feduced and enjoyed by 
Andronicus. Above the decencies of her lex and 
rank, fire gloried in the name of his concubine ; 
and both the palace and the camp could witnefs 
that file llept or watched in the arms of her lover. 
She accompanied him to his military command of 
Cilicia, thefirflfceneof his valour andimprudence. 
He prefled, with adlive ardour, the liege of Mop- 
fueftia : the day was employed in theboldell at- 
tacks ; but the nightwas wafted in fong and dance; 
and a band of Greek comedians formed the 
choiceftpartof hisretinue. Andronicus was fur- 
prifed by the fally of a vigilant foe : but, while his 
troops fled in difordfer, his invincible lance tranf. 
pierced thethickeftranksofthe Armenians.Onhis 
return to the Imperial camp in Macedonia, he was 
received by Manuel with public fmiles and a pri- 
vate reproof ; but the dutchies'bf NailTus, Brani- 
feba, and Calloria,werethe reward or confolation of 
the unfuccefsful general. Eudocia Hill attended 
his motions : at midnight, their tent was fuddenly 
attacked by her angry brothers, impatient to 
expiate her infamy in his blood : his daring fpirife 
1 refufed 
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refufed her advice, and the difguife of a female q h p, 
habit ; and boldly flarting from his couch, he XLVUi. 
drew his fword, and cut his way through the 
numerous affaffins. It was hei'e that he firft ^ 
betrayed his ingratitude and treachery : been- ' 
gaged in a treafonable correfpondence with the 
King of Hungary and the German Emperor : 
approached the royal tent at a fufpicious hour, 
with a drawn fword, and, under the malk of a 
Latin foldier, avowed an intention of revenge 
againft a mortal foe ; and imprudently praifed 
the fleetnefs of his horfe, as an inftrument of 
flight and fafety. The monarch diffembled his 
fuipicions ; but, after the clofeof the campaign, 
Andronicus was arreiled and ftridlly confined in 
a tower of the palace of Conflantinople. 

In this prifbn he was left above twelve years ; a 
moft painful reilraint, from which th e thirft, of ac- 
tion and pleafure perpetually urged him to efcape. 

Alone and penfive, he perceived fome broken 
bricks in a corner of the chamber, and gradually 
widened the palTage, till he had explored a dark 
and forgotten recefs. Into this hole he conveyed 
himfelf,andtheremainsofhisprovifions, replacing 
the bricks in their former pofition, and erafing 
with care the footfteps of his retreat. At the hour 
of the cuftomary vifit, his guards were amazed by 
the filence andfolitude ofthe prifoa,and reported, 
with fliame and fear, his incomprehenfible flight. 

The gates of the palace and city were inilantly 
fliut : the ftribleft orders were difpatched into the- 
provinces, fortherecoveryoftheirfugitive; andhis 
wife, on the fufpicion of a pious adt, was bafely 

irapri- 
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. iraprifoned in the fame tower. At the dead of 
night, fhe beheld a fpefilre : flie recognized her 
hiifband : they fhared their provifions 5 and a fon 
was the fruitof thefe ftolen interviews, which alle- 
viated the tedioufnefs of their confinement. In the 
cuftody of a woman, the vigilance of the keepers 
was infenfibly relaxed; and the captive hadaccom- 
plifhed his real efcape, when he was difcovered, 
brought back to Conftantinople, and loaded with 
a double chain. At length he found the moment, 
and the means of his deliverance. A boy, his 
domeftic fervant, intoxicated the guards, and ob- 
tained in wax the impreffion of the keys. By the 
diligence of his friends, a fimilar key, with a bun- 
dle of ropes, was introduced into the prifon, in the 
bottom of a hoglhead. Andronicus employed, 
with indiillry and courage, the inftruments of his 
fafety, unlocked the doors, defcencled from the 
tower, concealed himfelfalldayamongthebuflies, 
and fcaled in the night the garden-wall of the 
palace. A boat was Rationed for his reception : 
he vilited his own houfe, embraced, his children, 
call away his chain, mounted a fleet horfe, and 
dire^ed his rapid courfe towards the banks of the 
Danube. At Anchialus in Thrace, an intrepid 
friend fupplied him with horfes and money : he 
pafl’ed the river, traverfed with fpeed the defert of 
Moldavia and the Carpathian hills, and had almoft 
reached the town of’ Halicz, in the Pclifli Ruffia, 
whenhe wasintercepted by aparty of WaUacliians, 
who refolved to convey their important captive to 
Conftantinople. His prefence of mind again ex- 
tricated himffoin this danger. Under the pretence 

of 
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of ficknefs, he difinounted in the night, and was G H A P. 
allowed to flep afide from the troop : he planted 
in the ground his long ftatf; clothed it with his 
cap and upper garment; and Healing into the 
wood, left a phantom to amufe, for fome time, 
the eyes of the Walachians. From Halicz he 
was honourably condu6led to Kiow, the refi- 
dence of the great Duke : the fubtle Greek foon 
obtained the efteem and confidence of leroflaus : 
his chara£ler could alfume the manjiers of every 
climate; and the Barbarians applauded his 
ftrength and courage in the chace of the elks and. 
bears of the foreft. In this northern region he 
deferved the forgivenefs of Manuel, who folicited 
the Ruflian prince to join his arms in the invafion 
of Hungary. The influence of Andronicus 
atchieved this important fervice: his private 
treaty was figned with a promife of fidelity on 
one fide, and of oblivion on the other ; and he 
marched, at the head of the Rulfian cavalry, from 
the Boryfthenes to the Danube. In his refent- 
inent Manuel had ever lympathifed with the 
martial and diflfolute character of his coufin ; and 
his free pardon was fealed in the aflaultof Zem- 
lin, in which he was fecond, and fecond only, to 
the valour of the Emperor. 

No fooner was the exile reftored to freedom 
and his country, than his ambition revived, at 
firll to his own, and at length to the public, mis- 
fortune. A daughter of Manuel was a feeble bar 
to the fucceflion of the more deferving males 
of the Comnenian blood: her future marriage 
With the Prince of Hungary was repugnant to the 
hopes or prejudices of the princes anij nobles. 

VOL. IX. H But 
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CHAP. But wiien an oath of allegiance was required to 
^ XLVilI. ^ prefutnptive heir, Andronicus alone aiferted 
' the honour of the Eonaan name, declined the 

unlawful engagement, and boldly protefted 
againft the adoption of a ftranger. His patriotifm 
was offenlive to the Emperor, but he fpoke the 
fentiments of the people, and was removed from 

the royal prefence by an honourable banifhment, 

a fecond command of the Cilician frontier, with 

the abfolute difpofal of the revenues of Cyprus. 

In this nation the Armenians again exercifed his 
courage and expofedhis negligence ; and the fame 

rebel, who baffled alibis operations,was unhorfed, 
and almoft flain by the vigour of his lance. 

But Andronicus foon difcovered a more ealy and 
pleafing conqueft, the beautiful Philippa, fifter 

of the Emprefs Maria, and daughter of Eaymond 

of Poitou, the Latin Prince of Antioch. For her 
fake, he deferted his ftation, and wafted the fum- 

mer in balls and tournaments : to his love fhe 
facrificed her innocence, her reputation, and the 

offer of an advantageous marriage. But the re- 
fentment of Manuel for this domeftic affront, in- 

terrupted his pleafures: Andronicus left theindif. 

creet princefs to weep and to repent ; and, with a 
‘ band of defperate adventurers, undertook the 
pilgrimage of Jerufalem. His birth, his maitial 
renown, and profeftions of zeal, announced him 
as the champion of the crofs ; he foon captivated 

both the clergy and the King ; and the Greek 
prince was invefted with the lordfhip of Berytus, 

on the coaft of Phoenicia. In his neighbour- 
hood refided a young and handfome queen, of 
his own nation and family, great-grand-daughter 
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of the Emperor Alexis, and widow of Baldwin c H A P, 
the Third, King of Jerufalem. She vifited and XLVni. ^ 
loved her kinfinan. Theodora was the third 
vidliin of his amorous fedu^tion ; and her fliame 
was more public and fcandalous than that of her 
predeceffors. The Emperor ftiil thirfted for re- 
venge; and his fubje6ts and allies of the Syrian 
frontier were repeatedly prelTed to feize the per- 
fon, and put out the eyes, of the fugitive. In 
Paleftine he was no longer fafe ; but the tender 
Theodora revealed his danger and accompanied 
his flight. The Queen of Jerufalem was expofed 
to the Eaft, his obfequious concubine ; and two 
illegitimate children were the living monuments 
of her weaknefs. Damafcuswas his firft refuse; 
and, in the chara6lers of the great Noureddin 
and his fervant Saladin, the fuperftitious Greek 
might learn to revere the virtues of the MulTul- 
mans. As the friend of Noureddin he vifited;, 
moll probably Bagdad, and the courts of Perfia j 
and, after a long circuit round the Cafpian fea 
and the mountains of Georgia, he finally fettled 
among the Turks of Alia Minor, the hereditary 
enemies of his country. The fultan of Colonia 
afforded an hofpitabie retreat to Andronicus, 
his miftrefs, and his band of outlaws : the debt 
of gratitude was paid by frequent inroads in the 
Roman province of Trebizond; and he feldom 
returned without an ample harvell of fpoil and 
of Chriflian captives. In the llory of his adven- 
tures, he was fond of comparing himfelf to Da- 
vid, who efcaped, by a long exile, the fnares of 
the wicked. But the royal prophet (he pre- 
fumed to add) was content to lurk on the 
H 3 borders 
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borders of Judasa, to flay an Amalebite, and. 
to threaten, in Ids ndferable ftate, the life ot 
the avaricious Kabal. The excurflons of the 
Comnenian prince had a wider range; and ho 
had fpread over the Eaftern world the glory of 
his name and religion. By a fentence of the 
Greek church the licentious rover had been 
feparated from the faithful ; but even this ex- 
communication may prove, that he never ab- 
jured the profeffion of Chrittianity. 

His vigilance, had eluded or repelled the 
open and fecret perfecution of the Emperor ; 
but he was at length enfnared by the captivity 
of his female companion. The governor of 
Trebizond fucceeded in his attempt to flirprife 
the perfon of Theodora: the Queen of Jerufa- 
falera and her two children were font to Con- 
ilantinople, and their lofs embittered the tedious 
folitude of baniflnnent. The fugitive implored 
and obtained a final pardon, with leave to throw, 
himfelf at the feet of his fovereign, who was 
fatisfied with the fubmiffion of this hauchtv 
fpirit. Proftrate on the ground, he deplored 
with tears and groans the guilt of his pall rebel- 
lion ; nor would he prefume to arife unlefs fome 
faithful lubjedt would drag him to the foot of 
the throne, by an iron chain with which he had 
fecretly encircled his neck. This extraordinary 
penance excited the wonder and pity of the affem- 
bly ; his fins werefbrgiven bythechurch andftate; 
butthe juft fufpicion of Manuel fixed his refidenee 
at a diftance from the court, at Oenoe, a town of 

Pontus,furroundedwithrichvineyards,andlituate 
sn the coaft of the Euxine. The death of Manuel, 

and 


ia>r 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

diid the difoi’dersofthe minority, foon opened the chap. 
faireft field to his ambition. The Emperor was a . 

boy of twelve or fourteen years of age, without 
vigour, or wifdom, or experience ; his mother, 
the Emprefs Mary, abandoned her perlbir and go- 
vernment to a favourite of the Cotnnenian name ; 
and his filler, another Mary, whole hiilband, an 
Italian, was decorated with the title of Csefar, 
excited a confpiracy, and at length an infurrec- 
tion, againfl her odious llepmother. The pro- 
vinces were forgotten, the capital was in flames, 
and a century of peace and order was overthrown 
in the vice and weaknel's of a few months.^ A 
civil war was kindled in Conflantinople ; the two 
fadlions fought a bloody battle in the fquare of the 
palace, and the rebels fuftained a regular liege in 
the cathedral of St. Sophia. The patriarch la- 
boured with honell zeal to heal the wounds of 
the republic, the moft refpe6lable patriots called 
aloud for a guardian and avenger, and every 
tongue repeated the prail'e of the talents and even 
the vii-tues of Andronicus. In his retirement, he 
afiedled to revolve the folemn duties of his oath r 
“ If the fafety or honour of the Imperial family 
“ be threatened, I will reveal and oppofe the 
“ mifehief to the utmoll of my power.” His 
correlpondence with the patriarch and patricians 
was feafoned with apt quotations from the plalms 
of David and the epillles of St. Paul ; and he pa- 
tiently waited till he was called to her deliver- 
ance by the voice of his country. In his march 
from Oenoe to Conflantinople, his llender train 
infenfibly fwelled to a crowd and an army j his 
profeflions of religion and loyalty were miftaken 
II 3 for 
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CHAP, for tlie language of bis heart; and the fimpKcity 
XLvni. of a foreign drefs, which fliewed to advantage his 
majeftic ftature, difplayed a lively image of his 
poverty and exile. All oppolition funk before 
him ; he reached the ftreights of the Thracian 
Bofphorus; the Byzantine navy failed from the 
harbour to receive and tranlport the faviour of 
the empire ; the torrent was loud and irrefiftible, 
and the infects who had balked in the llinlliine 
of royal favour, difappeared at the blall of the 
Horm. It was the firft care of Andronicus to 
occupy the palace, to falute the Emperor, to 
■ confine his mother, to punilh her miniHer, and 
to reftore the public order and tranquillity. He 
then vifited the fepulchre of Manuel : the Ipec- 
tators were ordered to Hand aloof, but as he 
bowed in the attitude of prayer, they heard, or 
thought they heard, a murmur of triumph and 
revenge, “ I no longer fear thee, my old enemy, 
“ who haft driven me a vagabond to every cli- 
“ mate of the earth. Thou art fefely depofited 
“ under a fevenfold dome, from whence thou 
canft never arife till the fignal of the lall 
“ trumpet. It is now my turn, and fpeedily will 
“ I trample on thy allies and thy pollerity.” 
From his fubfequent tyi’anny we may impute 
fuch feelings to the man and the moment : but 
it is not extremely probable that he gave an ar- 
' ticulate found to his fecret thoughts. In the firft 
months of his adminillration, his defigns were 
veiled by a fair femblance of hypocrily, which 
could delude only the eyes of the multitude ; 
the coronation of Alexius was performed with 
due folemnity, and his perfidious guardian, 

IQ holding 
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lioiding in his hands the body and blood, of c H A P, 
Chrift, moft fervently declared, that he lived, 
and was ready to die, for the fervice of his be- 
loved pupil. But his numerous adherents vrere 
inftrudled to maintain, that the finking empire 
mull perilh in the hands of a child, that the 
Homans could only be faved by a veteran prince, 
bold in arms, ikilful in policy, and taught to 
reign by the long experience of fortune and 
mankind ; and that it was the duty of every citi- 
zen to force the relu6lant modefty Andro- 
nicus to undertake the burthen of the public 
care. The young Emperor was himfelf con- 
llrained to join his voice to the general acclama- 
tion, and to folicit the affociation of a colleague, 
who inftantly degraded him from the fupreme 
rank, fecluded his perfon, and verified the rafli 
declaration of the patriarch, that Alexius might 
be confidered as dead, fo foon as he was com- 
mitted to the cullody of his guardian. But bis 
death was preceded by the imprifonment and 
execution cf his mother. After blackening her 
reputation, and inflaming againll her the paffions 
of the multitude, the tyrant accufed and tryed 
the Emprefs for a treafonable correfpondence 
with the King of Hungary. His own Ion, a 
youth of honour and humanity, avowed his ab- 
horrence of this flagitious a6l, and three of the 
judges had the merit of preferring their con- 
fcience to their fafety; but the obfequious tri- 
bunal, without requiring any proof, or hearing 
any defence, condemned the widow of Manuelj 
and her unfortunatefon fubfcribed the fentenceof 
her death. Maria was llrangied, her corpfe was 
H 4 buried 
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CHAP, buried in the fea, and her memory was wounded 
, by the infult moll offenfive to female vanity, a 

falfe and ugly reprefentation of her beauteous 
form. The fate of her fon was not long deferred : 
he was ftrangled with a bowftring, and the tyrant, 
infenfible to pity or remorle, after furveying the 
body of the innocent youth, llruck it rudely with 
his foot; “ Thy father,” he cried, “ was a knave ^ 
thy mother a voliore^ and thyfelf a fool!" 

Androni- Roman fceptre, the reward of his crimes, 

Comne- was held by Andronicus about three years and a 
half as the guardian or fovereign of the empire. 
Odiober!^’ His gOvemmcnt exhibited a lingular contrail of 
vice and virtue. When he lillened to his paf- 
fions, he was the fcourge, when he confulted 
his reafon, the father of his people. In the exer- 
cife of private jullice, he was equitable and 
rigorous : a lhameful and pernicious venality 
was abolillred, and the offices were filled with 
the moll deferv'ing candidates by a prince who 
had fenfe to chufe, and feverity to punilli. He 
prohibited the inhuman pra^ice of pillaging 
the goods and perfons of Ihipwrecked mariners- 
the provinces, fo long the objedls of opprellion 
or neglefit, revived in profperity and plenty; 
and millions applauded the dillant bleffings of 
his reign, while he was curfed by the witneffes 
of his daily cruelties. The ancient proverb, 
That blood-thirlly is the man who returns from 
banilirment to pow-er, had been applied with 
too much truth to Marius and Tiberius ; and 
was now verified for the third time in the life of 
Andronicus. His memory was llored with a 
black lift of the enemies and rivals, who had tra- 
, duced 
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duced his merit, oppofed his greatnefs, or in- c h A R. 
.fulted his misfortunes ; and the only comfort of XLvm. 
his exile was the facred hope and promife of ' 
revenge. The neceflary extinction of the young 
Empei'or and his mother, impofed the fatal obli- 
gation of extirpating the friends, who hated, and . 
might punifli, the aflaflin ; and the repetition of 
murder rendered him lefs willing, and lefs able, 
to forgive. An horrid narrative of the victims 
whom he facrificed by poifon or the fword, by 
the fea or the flames, would be lefs expreffive of 
his cruelty than the appellation of the halcyon 
days, which was applied to a rare and bloodlefs 
week ofrepofe : the tyrant drove to transfer, on 
the laws and the judges, fome portion of his 
guilt ; but the malk was fallen, and his fubjeCts 
could no longer miftake the true author of their 
calamities. The noblell of the Greeks, more 
efpecially thofe who, by defcent or alliance, 
might difpute the Comnenian inheritance, ef- 
caped from the monfter’s den : Nice or Prufa, 

Sicily or Cyprus, were their places of refuge j 
and as their flight was already criminal, they 
aggravated their offence by an open revolt, and 
the Imperial title. Yet Andronicus relifted the 
daggers and fwords of his moft formidable ene- 
mies : Nice and Prufa were reduced and chaf- 
tifed: the Sicilians were content with the fack 
of Thefllilonica ; and the diftance of Cyprus was 
not more propitious to the rebel than to the 
tyrant. His throne was fubv0rted by a rival with- 
out merit, and a people - without arms. Ilaac 
Angelus, a defcendant in the female line from 
the gre.at Alexius, was marked as a viQiim, bv 
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the prudence or fuperftition of the Emperor. In 
a moment of defpair, Angelus defended his life 
and liberty, flew the executioner, and fled to the 
church of St.Sophia. The fandluaiy was infen- 
flbly filled with a curious and mournful crowd, 
who, in his fate, prognoflicated their own. But 
their lamentations were foon turned to curfes, 
and their curfes to threats ; they dared to afk, 
« Why do we fear ? why do we obey ? We are 
“ many, and he is one ; our patience is the only 
“ bond of our flavery.” With the dawn of day 
the cityburfl into a general fedition, theprifons 
were thrown open, the coldeft and moil fervile 
were roufed to the defence of their country, and 
Ifaac, the fecond of the name, was raifed from 
the fan6luary to the throne. Unconfcious of 
his danger, the tyrant was abfent ; withdrawn 
from the toils of flate, in the delicious iflands of 
the Propontis. He had contradled an indecent 
marriage with Alice, or Agnes, daughter of 
Lewis the Seventh of hrance, and relidl of the 
unfortunate Alexius ; and his fociety, more fuit-. 
able to his temper than to his age, was compofed 
of a young wife and a favourite concubine. On 
the firft alarm he ruflied to Conftantinople, im^ 
patient for the blood of the guilty ; but he was 
aflonilhed by the lilence of the palace, the tu- 
mult of the city, and the general defertion of 
mankind. Andronicus proclaimed a free pardon 
to his fubjedls ; they neither defired nor would 
grant forgivenefs : he offered to relign the crown 
to his fon Manuel j but the virtues of the fon 
could not expiate his father’s crimes. The fea 
was flill open for his retreat 5 but the news of the 

revo- 
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revolution had flown along the coaft ; when fear c H A P. 
had ceafed, obedience was no more; the Impe- XLVHI. ^ 
rial galley was purfued and taken by an armed 
brigantine ; and the tyrant was dragged to the 
prefence of Ifaac Angelas, loaded with fetters, 
and a long chain round his neck. His eloquence, 
and the tears of his female companions, pleaded 
in vain for his life; but, inftead of the decencies 
of a legal execution, the new monarch aban- 
doned the criminal to the numerous fufferers, 
w’hora he had deprived of a father, an hufband, 
or a friend. His teeth and hair, an eye and a 
hand, were torn from him, as a poor compen- 
fation for their lofs ; and a flrort refpite was al- 
lowed, that he might feel the bitternefs of death. 

Aftride on a camel, without any danger of a 
refcue, .he was cai’ried through the city, and the 
bafeft of the populace rejoiced to trample on the 
fallen majefty of their prince. After a thoufand 
blows and outrages, Andronicus was hung by 
the feet, between two pillars that fupported the 
Hatues of a wolf and fow; and every hand that 
could, reach the public enemy, inflidled on his 
body fome mark of ingenious or brutal cruelty, 
till tw'o friendly or furious Italians, plunging 
their fwords into his body, releafed him from all 
I human punilhment. In this long and painful 
j agony, “ Lord have mercy upon me ! and why 
j “ will you bruife a broken reed ?” were the only 
! words that efcaped from his mouth. Our hatred 
. for the tyrant is loft in pity for the man ; nor can 
' we blame his pufillanimous refignation, lince a. 

\ Greek Chriftian was no longer mafter of his life. 
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C H A P. I hate been tempted to expatiate on the ex- 
■ XLvin., traordinary charadler and adventures of Andro^ 
mac ii. nicus ; bat I flrall here terminate the feries of 
Greek emperors lince the time of Heraclius. 
Wpt'ij/* The branches that fprang from the Comnenian 
trunk had infenfibly withered; and the male 
line was continued only in the pofterity of An- 
dronicus himfelf, who, in the public confufiou, 
ufurped the fovereignty ofTrebizond, foobfeure 
in hiftory, and fo famous in romance. A private 
citizen of Philadelphia, Conftantine Angeliis, 
had emerged to wealth and honours, by his mar- 
riage with a daughter of the Emperor Alexius. 
His fon Andronicus is confpicuous only by his 
cowardice. His grandfon Ifaac punilhed and 
fucceeded the tyrant ; but he was dethroned by 
his own vices, and the ambition of his brother ; 
A.D.1204, and their difcord introduced the I^tins to the 
April 13 . jjQjjquefl; Qf Conftantinople, the firft great period 
in the fall of the Eaftern empire. 

If we compute the number and duration of 
the reigns, it will be found, that a period of fix 
hundred years is filled by fixty emperors, in- 
cluding in the Auguflan lift fome female fove- 
reigns ; and deducting fome ufurpers who were 
never acknowledged in the capital, and fome 
princes who did not live to polTefs their inhe- 
ritance. The average proportion will allow 
ten years for each emperor, far below the 
chronological rule of Sir Ifaac Newton, who, 
from the experience of more recent and regular 
monarchies, has defined about eighteen or 
twenty years as the term of an ordinary reign. 
The Byzantine empire was moft tranquil and pro- 

Iperous 
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fperous when it could acquiefce in hereditary c H A p. 
fucceffion; fivedynafties, theHeraclian, Ifaurian, , 

Amorian, Balilian, and Comnenian families, en- 
joyed and tranfraitted the royal patrimony dur- 
ing their refpedliv'e fejies of five, four, three, fix, 
and four generations; feveral princes number 
the years of their reign with thofe of their in- 
fancy : and Gonftantine the Seventh and his two 
grandfons occupy the fpace of an entire century. 

But in the intervals of the Byzantine dynafties, 
the fucceffion is rapid and broken, and the name 
of a fuccefsful candidate is fpeedily crazed by a 
more fortunate competitor. Many were the 
paths that led to tlie fummit of royalty; the 
fabric of rebellion was overthrown by the ftroke 
of conipiracy, or undermined by the filent arts 
of intrigue ; the favourites of the foldiers or peo- 
ple, of the fenate or clergy, of the women and 
eunuchs, were alternately clothed with the pur- 
ple : the means of their elevation were bafe, and 
their end was often contemptible or tragic. A 
being of the nature of man, endowed with the 
fame faculties, but with a longer nieafure of 
exiftence, would call down a fmile of pity and 
contempt on the crimes and follies of human 
ambition, fo eager, in a narrow fpan, to grafp at a 
precarious and fliort-lived enjoyment. It is thus 
that the experience of hiftory exalts and enlarges 
the horizon of our intellefilual view. In a cora- 
pofition of fome days, in aperufal of fome hour.«, 
fix hundred years have rolled away and the du- 
ration of a life or reign is contra(3;ed to a fleeting 
moment : the grave is ever befide the throne ; the 

fuccefs 
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e H A P. fuccefs of a criminal is almoft inftantly followed 
Xlviii. j^jg prize ; and our immortal reafon 

fiirvives and difdains the fixty phantoms of kings 
who have paifed before our eyes, and faintly 
dwell on our remembrance. The obfervation, 
that, in every age and climate, ambition has pre- 
vailed with the fame commanding energy, may 
abate the furprizeof a philofopher ; but while 
he condemns the vanity, he may fearch the mo- 
tive, of this univerlal defire to obtain and hold 
the fceptre of dominion. To the greater part 
of the Byzantine feries, we cannot reafonably 
afcribe the love of fame and of mankind. The 
virtue alone of John Comnenus was beneficent 
and pure: the moll illuftrious of the princes, 
who precede or follow that refpedtable name, 
have trod with fome dexterity and vigour the 
crooked and bloody paths of a felfifli policy ; 
in fcrutinizing the imperfedt charadters of Leo 
the Ifaurian, Bafil the Firfi, and Alexius Com- 
nenus, of Theophilus, the fecond Bafil, and 
Manuel Comnenus, our efteem and cenfure are 
almoft equally balanced ; and the remainder 
of the Imperial crowd could only defire and ex- 
pedl to be forgotten by pofterity. Was per- 
fonal happinels the aim and obje^ of their am- 
bition ? I fliall not defcant on the vulgar topics 
the mifery of kings ; but I may furely ob- 
ferve, that their condition, of all others, is the 
moft pregnant with fear, and the leaft fufceptible 
of hope. ■■ For thefe oppofite paffions, a larger 
fcope was allowed in the revolutions of antiquity, 
than in the fmooth and folid temper of the mo- 
dem 
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dern world, which cannot eafllv repeat either 
the triumph of Alexander or the fall of Darius. 
But the peculiar infelicity of the Byzantine 
princes expofed them to domeftic perils, with- 
out affording any lively promife of foreign con- 
quefl. From the pinnacle of greatnefs, Andro- 
nicus was precipitated by a death more cruel 
and fliameful than that of the vilefl malefadlor ; 
but the moll glorious of his predeceffors had 
much more to dread from their fubjedls than to 
hope from their enemies. The army was licen- 
tious without fpirit, the nation turbulent with- 
out freedom : the Barbarians of the Eall and 
Weft preffed on the monarchy, and the lofs of 
the provinces was terminated by the final fervi- 
tude of the capital. 

The entire feries of Roman emperors from the 
firft of the Caefars to the laft of the Conftantines, 
extends above fifteen hundred years : and the 
term of dominion unbroken by foreign conqueft, 
furpaffes the meafure of the ancient monarchies j 
the Afljaians or Medes, the fiieceffors of Cyrus, 
or thofe of Alexander. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

Jntroduciion^ Worjliip, atid Perjecution of Images, 
— Revolt of Italy and Rome. — Temporal 
Dommion (f the Popes. — Conqueji of Italy h) 
the Franks. — Efahlijhment of Images. — Cha- 
r alter and Coronation of Charlemagne. — Re- 
Jtoration and Decay of the Roman Empire in 
the Wef.— Independence of Italy. — -Confitu- 
iion of the Germanic Body. 


Introduc- 
tion of 
images 
into the 
Chriftian 
church. 


CHAP. JN the conne6lion of the church and ftate, I 
XLIX. confidered the former as fubfervient only, 

and relative, to the latter; a lalutary maxim, if in 
faiSl, as well as in narrative, it had ever been held 
facred. The oriental philofophy of the Gnoftics, 
the dark abyfs of predeftination and grace, and 
the flrange transformations of the Eucharift from 
the fign to the fubftance of Chrift’s body', I have 
purpolely abandoned to the curiofity of Ipecula- 
tivedivines. But I have reviewed, with diligence 
and pleafure, the objedts of ecclefiaftical hiftoiy, 
by which the decline and fall of the Roman em- 
pire were materially afiedled, the propagation of 


^ The learned Selden has given the hiftory of tranfubftantiation in 
a comprehenfive and pithy fentence. This opinion is only rhetoric 
« turned into logic/’ (His Works, vol. iii* p.ao73. in his Table 
Talk.) 
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Ghriftianity, the conftitution of the Catholic c 
church, the ruin of Pagauifm, and the fefts that 
aroie from the my flerious controverfies concern- 
ing the Trinity and incarnation. At the head 
of this clafs, we may juftly rank the worflhp of 
images, fo fiercely diiputed in the eiglith and 
ninth centuries ; fince a queftion of popular fu- 
perilition produced the revolt of Italy, the tem- 
poral power of the popes, and the reftoration of 
the Homan empire in the Weft* 

The primitive Chriftians were poffefled with an 
unconquerable repugnance to the ufe and abufe 
of images, and this averfion may be afcribed to 
their defcent from the Jew-s, and their enmity to 
the Greeks. The Mofiiic law had feverely pro- 
fcribed all reprefentations of the Deity ; and that 
precept was firmly eftablifhed, in the principles 
and pradtice of the chofen people. The wit of 
the Chriftian apologifts was pointed againll the 
foolilh idolaters, who bowed before the workman- 
fhip of their own hands ; the images ofbrafs and 
marble, which, had they been endowed with fenfe 
and motion, ihould have ftarted rather from the 
pedeftal to adore the creative powers of the 
artift’'. Perhaps fome recent and imperfedl con- 
verts of the Gnoftic tribe, might crown the fta- 
tues of Chrift and St. Paul with the profane 
honours which they paid to thofe of Ariftotle and 

^ If ec mtelUgimt homines ineptilHmi, quod fi fentire._ fiimilacra et 
•moveri polTentj adoratura hominem fuiffent a quo funt e;Kpolita (Divln* 
Inftitut* L il. c. a.). ' ;La<51:antius is the laft^ as well as the moil eloquentr • 
p£ the Latin apologifts* Their raillery -of idols attacks not only the 
object but the form and matter. ■ ‘ \ 

. VOL IX. I Pytba- 
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C H A P, Pythagoras ®; but the public religion of the Ca- 
, , tholics was uniformly fimple and fpiritual ; and 

the fil'd, notice of the ufe of pidlures is in the cen- 
fure of the council of Illiberis, three hundred 
years after the Chriftian aera. Under the fuc- 
ceffors of Conftautine, in the peace and luxury of 
the triumphant church, the more prudent bifliops 
condefcended to indulge a vifible fuperftition, for 
the benefit of the multitude: and, after the ruin 
of Paganifm, they were no longer reflrained by 
» the apprehenfion of an odious parallel. The 
firft iutrodu6tion of a lymbolic worlhip was in the 
veneration of the crofs, and of relics. The faints 
and martyrs, whofe interceffi on was implored, 
were feated on the right hand of God ; but the 
gracious and often fupernatural favours, which, 
in the popular belief, were fliowered round their 
tomb, conveyed an unqueftiotiable fan6lion of 
the devout pilgrims, who vifited, and touched, 
and killed, thefe lifelefs remains, the memorials 
of their merits and fufferings But a memorial, 
more interefting than the Ikull or the landals of a 
departed worthy, is a faithful copy of his perfon 
and features delineated by the arts of painting 
or fculpture. In every age, fiich copies, fo con- 
genial to human feelings, have been cherilhed by 
the zeal of private friendfliip, or public elleem : 
the images of the Roman emperors were adored 

See Irenseus, Epiphanius, and Auguftin (Bafnage, Hift, des Eglifes 
. Reformeesj tom.iu p. 1313.}. This Gnoflic praiflice has a fmgidar ■ 
• affinity with, the private worihip of Alexander Severas (Eampridiis, 
c. 59. Lardner, Heathen Teffimbnies, vol.m. p.34.). 

See this HlHory, voLiiL p. ^^56.; vol.m p. iooti ■Y&kv* 
■p. laS— 13a. 

with 
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with civil and almoft religious honours: areve- c h a p. 
rence lefs oftentatious, but more fincere, was ap- XLix. * 
plied to the ilatues of fages and patriots; and ' 
thefe profane virtues, thefe fplendid fins, difap- 
peared in the pjefence of the holj men, who had 
died for their celeftial and everlailing country. 

At firft, the experiment was made with caution Their 
and fcruple; and the venerable pidlures were 
difcreetly allowed to inUru^t the ignorant, to 
awaken the cold, and to gratify the prejudices of 
the heathen profely tes. By a flow though inevita- 
ble piogreffton, the honours of the original were 
transferred to tlie copy : the devout Chriftian 
prayed before the image of a faint ; and the Pa- 
gan rites of genuflexion, luminaries, and incenfe, 
again ftole into the Catholic church. The fcru- 
ples of reafon, or piety, were filenced by the flrong 
evidence ofvifions and miracles; and thepiaures 
which {peak, and move, and bleed, mull be en- 
dowed with a divine energy, and may be confi- 
dered as the proper objeas of religious adoration. 

The moll audacious pencil might tremble in the 
rafli attempt of defining, by forms and colours, 
the infinite Spirit, the eternal Father, who per- 
vades and fuilains the univerfe But the fuper- 
ftitious mind was more eafily reconciled to paint 
and to worfliip tiie angels, and, above all, the 


Ot- ycif TO 013-Asv v^a.fxo» x'M a.X’nmv run km 

STS VTEpi^a-Wy XCCi Trpooivoipx^ 

niMcv disywjcK/Rg:*. (Conciliiim Nicenum, ii. in Colka. 
Labb. tom. TiiL p. 10,5, edit. Yenet). II feroit peutatre k-propos de 
Be pomt fouffnr d images de la Trinity ou de la Divinite j les defen- 
ieu^les plus zeks des images ayaixt condamne celjes d, et le concile 
m de JefwCbriftet des Saints 

(Diipin, Bibliot. Ecclef. tom. vL p. t54-). 
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Son of God, under the human ihape, which, on 
earth, they have condefcended to airume. The 
fecond perfon of the Trinity had been clothed 
with a real and mortal body ; but that body had 
afceuded into heaven, and, had not fome fimili- 
tude been prefented to the eyes of hi difciples, 
the fpiritual worfiiip of Chrill might have been 
obliterated by the vilible relics and reprefenta- 
tions of the faints. A fimilar indulgence was 
requifite, and propitious, for the Virgin Mary : 
the place of her burial was unknown ; and the 
alTumption of her foul and body into heaven was 
adopted by the credulity of the Greeks and La- 
tins. The life, and even the worfliip, of images, 
was firmly ellablifhed before the end of the fixth 
century : they were fondly cherilhed by the 
warm imagination of the Greeks and Afiatics : 
the Pantheon and Vatican were adorned with 
the emblems of a new fuperftition ; but this fem- 
blance of idolatry was more coldly entertained 
by the rude Barbarians and tlie Arian clergy of 
the Weft. The bolder forms of fculpture, in 
brafs or marble, which peopled the temples of 
antiquity, were olfenfive to the fancy or con- 
fcience of the Chriftian Greeks; and a fmooth 
furface of colours has ever been efteemed a more 
decent and harmlefs mode of imitation 
The merit and effeft of a copy depends on its 
referablance with the original ; but the primitive 

This- general Mllory of images is drawn from tlie xxiid book of 
the Hill, des’ Eglifes Reformees of Ba&agej p. 1 3 1 o — 1337. He ■ 

was a Proteftant, but of a manly fpirit ,* and on this bead tbe Protefi- 
ants are fo notorioufly in the right? that they can venture to be impar- 
tial. Seethe perplexity of poor Friar Pagi^ Critica? tomJ. p.4s. 

Chriftians 
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Chriflians were ignorant of the genuine features 
of the Son of God, his mother, and his apoftles : 
the ftatue of Chrifl at Paneas in Palefline% was 
more probably that of fome temporal faviour j 
the Gnoftics and their profane monuments were 
reprobated ; and the fancy of the Chriftian artifts 
could only be guided by the eland eftine imita- 
tion of fome heathen model. In this diftrefs, a 
bold and dextrous invention affwred at once the 
likenefs of the image and the innocence of the 
worfhip. A new fuperftru6lure of fable was railed 
on the popular bafis of a Syrian legend, on the 
correlpondence of Chrift and Abgarus, fo famous 
in the daysof Eufebius, fo reluctantly deferted by 
our modern advocates. The Bifliop of Casfarea ® 
records the epiftle®, but he moll llrangely forgets 

the 

^ After removing fome rubbifh of miracle and inconfiftency, it may 
be allowed, that as late as the year 300, Paneas in Paleftine was deco- 
rated with a bronze flatue, reprefenting a grave perfonage wrapt in a 
cloak, with a grateful or fuppliant female kneeling before him, and that 
an infeription — tw Swrrjpi, tcu suspygr^ — was perhaps inferibed on the 
pedeftaU By the Chriflians, this groupe was foolHhly explained of their 
founder and the poor woman whom he had cured of the bloody flux 
(Eufeb. vii. iS.Philoftorg. vii. 3, &c.). M.deBeaufobre more reafon ably 
conjedlures the philofopher Apollonius, or tfie Emperor Vafpafian: in 
the latter fuppolition, the female is a city, a province, or perhaps the 
queen Berenice (Bibliotheque Germanique, tom. xiiL p. i — 92.)* 

^ Eufeb. Hift. Ecclef. I. i. c. 13- The learned AfremanniiS' has 
brought up the collateral aid of three Syrians, St. Ephrem, Jofua Sty- 
lites, and vTames Bifhop of Sarug: I do not find any notice of tlie Syriac 
original or the archives of Edefla (Bibiiot, Orient, tom.i. p, 3i8„ 420. 
554.); their vague belief is probably derived from the. Greeks. 

^ The evidences for thefe epiftles is flated and rejedled by the candid 
Lardner (Heathen Teftimonies, vol. i. p. ^597— 309.). Among the herd 
of bigots who are forcibly driven from this convenient, but untenable, 
poll, I am afhamed, with the Grabes, Caves, Tillemonts, &c. to difeo- 
ver Mr. Addifon, an Englifh gentleman .(his Works, vol. p* 5,2^. 

. I 3 ■ ' . Balker- 
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the picture of Chrift “ ; the perfect impreffion of 
his face on a linen, with which he gratified the 
faith of the royal llranger, who had invoked his 
healing power, and offered the ftrong city of 
Edeffa to protect him againft the malice of the 
Jews. The ignorance of the primitive church is 
explained by the long imprilbnment of the image 
in a niche of the wall, from whence, after an 
oblivion of five hundred years, it was I'eleafed by 
fome prudent bifliop, and feafonably prefented to 
the devotion of the times. Its firff and moff glo- 
rious exploit was the deliverance of the city from 
the arms of Chofroes Nulhirvan ; and it was 
foon revered as a pledge of the divine promife, 
that Edeffa Ihould never be taken by a foreign 
enemy. It is true, indeed, that the text of Pro- 
copius afcribes the double deliverance of Edeffa 
to the wealth and valour of her citizens, who 
purchafed the abfence and repelled the affaults of 
the Perfian monarch. He was ignorant, the pro- 
fane hiftorian, of the teftiraony which he is com- 
pelled to deliver in the ecciefiaftical page of 
Evagrius, that the Palladium was expofed on the 

Bafkemlk’s edition); tet Ms fuperlicial traa on the Chriffian religion 
owes its credit to his name» Ms ftyie, and the interelled applanfe of 
onr clergy. 

From the filence of James of Sarug (AfFeman. Bibliot. Orient, 
p. 389. 318,}, and the teftimony of Evagrius (Hifl. Ecclef. 1 . iy, c.a;.}, 

I conclude that this fable was invehted between the years 5 31 and 594^ 
moil probably after the fiege of Edeffa in 540 (Affeman. tom. 1, p. 416. 
Procopius, de Bell. Perfic. L ii,). It is the fword and buckler of Gre- 
gory IL (inEpii^. L and Leon liaur. Council, tom. vlii, p.. 656, 657.}, 
of John Damalcenns (Opera, tom. 1 . p* 3S1. edit, Eequien}-* and of the 
fecond Nicene Council (Aaio, v. p. 1030.). The moil perfea edition 
may be found m Cedreniis (Compend. p. 
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rampart, and that the water which had been 
iprinkled on the holy iace, inftead of quenching, 
added new fuel to the flames of the befieged. 
After this important fervice, the image of Edefla 
was preferved with refpe6l and gratitude ; and if 
the Armenians i’eje6ted the legend, the more 
credulous Greeks adored the fimilitude, which 
was not the work of any mortal pencil, but the 
immediate creation of the divine original. The 
ftyle and fentiments of a Byzantine hymn will 
declare how far their worlhip was removed from 
the groflell idolatry. “ How can we with mor- 
“ tal eyes contemplate this image, whofe celef- 
tial fplendour the hold of heaven prefumes not 
” to behold ? He who dwells in Heaven conde- 
“ fcends this day to vifit us by his venerable 
“ image; He who is feated on the cherubim, 
vifits us this day by a picture, which the Fa- 
“ ther has delineated with his immaculate hand, 
" which he has formed in an ineffable manner, 
and which we fan^tify by adoring it with fear 
and love,” Before the end of the fixth cen- 
tury, thefe images, made xcithout liatids (in 
Greek it is a Angle word “), were propagated 
in the camps and cities of the Eaflern em- 

” A^Bporoi'dTo^. See Ducange, in Glofl*. Graec. etLat. Thefub- 
je< 5 l is treated equal learning and bigotry by tbe lefuit Gretfer 
(Syntagma de Imaginibus non Manii fadlis, ad calcem Codini de Ofli- 
ciis» p.aSq — 33o*)j tlie afs, or rather the fox? of Ingoldftadt (fee the 
Scaligerana) with equal reafon and wit by the ProteftaHt Beaufobre in 
the ironical controverfy which he has fpread through many vplumes of 
the Bibliotheque Germanlque (tom. xviii. p. i— 50. xx. p. 27 — 68* 
XXV. p. I— “46. xxviL p. 85 — 118. xxviii. p. — 33* xxxi, p.iii— 
J48, xxxii. p. 75"-— 107» xxxiv. p. 67— -96*)* 

1 . 4. '.'pire: 
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. pire'®: they were the objects of worfliip, and the 
inllruments of miracles ; and in the hour of 
danger or tumult, their venerable prefence could 
revive the hope, rekindle the courage, or reprels 
the fury, of the Roman legions. Of thefe pic- 
tures, the far greater part, the tranfcripts of 
a human pencil, could only pretend to a fecond- 
ary likenefs and improper title: but there were 
fome of higher defcent, who derived their re- 
femblance from an immediate contadl with the 
original, endowed, for that purpofe, with a mi- 
raculous and prolific virtue. The moft ambitious 
alpired from a filial to a fraternal relation with 
the image of Edeffa ; and fuch is the 'veronica of 
Rome, or Spain, or Jerufalem, which Chrift in 
his agony and bloody fweat applied to his face, 
and delivered to an holy matron. The fruitful 
precedent was fpeedily transferred to the Virgin 
Mary, and the faints and martyrs. In the church 
of Diofpolis, in Paleftine, the features of the 
mother of God'* w'ere deeply infcribed in a 
marble column : the Eafl and Weft have been 
decorated by the pencil of St. Luke ; and 
the Evangelift, who was perhaps a phyfician, 
has been forced to exercife the occupation of 
a painter, fo profane and odious in the eyes 

Theophylaft Simocatta (I. ii. c. 3. p. 34. 1, iii. c. i. p. 63 ) cele- 
brates the SEaio'pixo!! which he ftyies c>.xi‘f:otrmr,ray : yet it was 

no more than a copy, fince he adds apxirvvm ro sk.m'j a (of 

hdeira) tij:Ea-x£aBa-» n See Pagi, tom.ii. A.D. 586, N° 11. 

See in the genuine or fuppofed works of John Damafcenus, two 
palTagcs on the Virgin and St. Luke, which have not been noticed by 
Gretler, nor confequently by Beaufobre (Opera Joh. Damafcen. tom. i. 

?. 618. 631.). 
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of the primitive Chriftians. The Olympian c H A p. 
Jove, created by the mufe of Homer, and the . 

chilfel of Phidias, might infpire a phiiofophic 
mind with momentary devotion ; but thefe Ca- 
tholic images were faintly and flatly delineated 
by monkifli artifts in the laft degeneracy of tafte 
and genius 

The worlhip of images had flolen into the Oppofition 
church by infenfible degrees, and each petty 
{lep was pieafing to the fuperllitious mind, as 
produdlive of comfort, and innocent of fin. But 
in the beginning of the eighth century, in the 
full magnitude of the abufe, the more timorous 
Greeks w’ere awakened by an apprehenfion, 
that under the malk of Chriftianity, they had 
reftored the religion of their fathers; tliey 
heard with grief and impatience, the name of 
idolaters ; the inceflant charge of the Jews 
and Mahometans who derived from the law 
and the Koran an immortal hatred to graven 
images and all relative worfhip. The fervitude 
of the Jews might curb their zeal, and depre- 
ciate their authority ; but the triumphant MuflTul- 
mans, who reigned at Damafcus, and threatened 
Conftantinople, caft into the fcale of reproach 
the accumidated weight of truth and vidlory. 

The cities of Syria, Palefline, and Egypt, had 

'4 «« Your fcandalous figures ftand quite out from tlie canvass they 
are as bad as a group of fiatues !’’ It was thus that the ignorance 
and bigotry of a Greek prieft applauded the pictures of Titianj which 
he had ordered, and refufed to accept. 

By Cedrenus, Zonaras, Glycas, and Manafles, the origin of the 
Iconociafts is imputed to the caliph Yezid and two Jews, who promifed 
the empire to Leo ; and the reproaches of thefe hoftile fedfaries'are 
turned into an abfurd confpiracy for reftoring the purity of the Chriilian 
worlhip (fee Spanheim, Hiil.Imag. c. a.). ■ 

been 
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been fortified with , the images of Chriii, Ws 
mother, and his faints ; and each city prefumed 
on the hope or promife of miraculous defence. 
In a rapid conqueft of ten years, the Arabs fub- 
dued thofe cities and thefe images ; and, in 
their opinion, the Lord of Hofts pronounced a 
decifive judgment between the adoration and 
contempt of thefe mute and inanimate idols. 
For a while Edelfa had braved the Perfian af 
faults ; but the chofen city, the fpoufe of Cbrift, 
was involved in the common ruin : and his di- 
vine refemblance became the Have and trophy 
of the infidels. After a fervitude of three hun- 
dred years, the Palladium was yielded to the de- 
votion of Conftantinople, for a ranfora of twelve 
thoufand pounds of iilver, the redemption of 
two hundred Muffulmans, and a perpetual truce 
for the territory of Edefla In this feafon of 
diftrefs and difmay, the eloquence of the monks 
was exercifed in the defence of images; and they 
attempted to prove, that the fin and fchifm of the 
greateft part of the Orientals had forfeited the 
favour, and annihilated the virtue, of thefe pre- 
cious fyrabols. But they were now oppofed by 
the murmurs of many fimple or rational Chrif 
tians, who appealed to the evidence of texts, of 
fadls, and of the primitive times, and fecretly 
defired the reformation of the church. As the 
worfhip of images had never been eftabliflied by 

See Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 267.), Abulpliaragius (Dynafi* 
p* aoi.}; and Abiilfeda (AnnaL Moflem p. 364.) and the Criticifms of 
Pagi (tom. Hi. A. D. 944 )• The prudent Francifcan refufes to de- 
termine whether the image of Ede 0 a now repofes at Rome or Genoa;, 
but its repofe is inglorious, and this ancient objedl of worihip is m 
longer famous or falhionable.. 

any 
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any general or pofitive law, its progrefs intlie chap. 
Eaftern empirehad been retarded,or accelerated, 
by the differences of men and manners, the 
local degrees of refinement, and the perfonal 
charaSters of the bifhops. The fplendid devo- 
tion was fondly chei'ilhed by the levity of the 
capital, and the inventive genius of the Byzan- 
tine clergy, while the rude and remote diftri6ts 
of Afia were llrangers to this innovation of facred 
luxury. Many large congregations of Gnoftics 
and Arians maintained,afl:er their converfion,the. 
fimple worfliip which had preceded their fepara- 
tion ; and the Armenians, the moll warlike fub- 
je<5ts of Rome, were not reconciled, in the 
twelfth century, to the fight of images Thefe 
various denominations of men afforded a fund of 
prejudice and averfion, of fmall account in the 
villages of Anatolia or Thrace, but which, in 
the fortune of a foldier, a prelate, or an eunuch, 
might be often connedled with the powers of the 
church and Rate. 

Of fuch adventurers, the moft fortunate was Leo the 
the Emperor Leo the Third v/ho, from the 

moun- ceflbrs, 
A.D. 

ApiMviot<; K.at iVAUixccmq uzovco^i TfocrKVvri'Ttg 7 a 6-— 840^ 

(Nicetass 1 . ii. p. 25 8.). The Armenian churches are ftill content with 
the crofs (Millions du Levant? tom. Hi. p. 148.): but furely the fuper- 
fitious Greek is unjull to the fuperftition of the Germans of the xtith 
century. 

Our original, but not impartial, monuments of the Iconoclafts muft 
be drawn from the A< 5 ls of the Councils, tom.viii. and ix.CoIledlXabbe, 

-edit. Tenet, and the hillorica! writings of Tlieophanes, Nkephorus, 

ManaiTfSs Cedrenus, Zonaras, &c. Of the modern Catholics, Baronins, 

Pagi, Ka;:ri!ri Alexander (Hiil Ecclef. Seculum viii. andix.) and Maim" 
boi vg (Hilt, des Iconoclalles}, have treated the fubjedf with, learning, 
pamon. v d credulity. The proteftant labours of Frederic Spanheini 
(Hiftoria inipginarum Reftituta) and James Ba&age (HiB. des Eglifes 
Re.fprmee,C5 tpm.ii. l.xxiih p*iS39 — ’^ 3 ^ 5 ') W call into the Iconodaft 

fcako 
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CHAP, mountains of Ifauria, afcended the throne of 

, Eaft. He was ignorant of facred and pro- 

fane letters ; but his education, his reafon, per- 
haps his intercourfe witli the Jews and Ai'abs, 
had infpired the martial peafant with an hatred 
of images ; and it was held to be the duty of a 
prince to impofe on his fubjedts the didtates of 
his own confcience. But in the outfet of an un-, 
fettled reign, during ten years of toil and dan- 
ger, Leofubmitted to the meannefs of hypocrify, 
bowed before the idols which he deipifed, and 
fatisfied the Roman pontiff with the annual pro- 
feffions of his orthodoxy and zeaL In the re- 
formation of religion, his firft fteps were mode- 
rate and cautious ; he affembled a great council 
of fenators and bifhops, and enadted, with their 
confent, that all the images fiiould be removed 
from the landtuary and altar to a proper height 
in the churches, where they might be vifible to 
the eyes, and inacceffible to the fuperftition of 
the people. But it was impoffible on either fide 
to check the rapid though adverfe irapulfe 
of veneration and abhorrence; in their lofty 
pofition, the facred images ilill edified their vo- 
taries, and reproached the tyrant. He was 
himfelf provoked by refiftance and inveaive ; 
and his own party accufed him of an imperfea 
difcharge of his duty, and urged for his imita- 
tion the example of the Jewilh king, who had 
broken without Icruple the brazen ferpent of the 
temple. By a lecond edidl, he profcribed the 

fcale. With this mutual aid, and oppofite tendency, it is eafy for vs 
to poife the balance with philofophic indifference. 

. exiftence 
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exiftence as well as the life of religious pictures; c H A P. 
the churches of Conftantinopie and the pro%unces XLix. 
were cieanfed from idolatry ; the images of Chrift, 
the Virgin, and the Saints, were demoliflied, or a 
fmooth furface of plafter was Ipread over the walls 
of the edifice. The fedt of the Iconoclafts was 
fupported by the zeal and defpotifm of fix em- 
perors, and the Eail and Weft were involved in a 
noily conflidl of an hundred and twenty years. It 
was the defign ofLeo the Ifaurian to pronounce 
the condemnation of images, as an article of 
faith, and by the authority of a general council : 
but the convocation of fuch an affembly was 
referved for his fon Conftantine’®; and though 
it is ftigmatifed by triumphant bigotry as a meet- 
ing of fools and Atheifts, their own partial and 
mutilated a^ls betray many lymptoms of reafon 
and piety. The debates and decrees of many Their 
provincial fvnods introduced thefummons of the 

1 • 1 • 1 ^ Conlxan- 

"general council which met m the luburbs . of tinopie, 

Conftantinopie, and was compofed of the ref- A.D. 754. 
pedlable number of three hundred and thirty, 
eight bifliops of Europe and Anatolia ; for the 
patriarchs of Antioch and Alexandria v;ere the 
ilaves of the caliph, and the Roman pontiff had 
withdrawn the churches of Italy and the Weft 
from the communion of the Greeks. This 


Some flowers of rhetoric are ZvwSov -rcipayo/xoi! ccQbov, and the 
bifliops roig By Damafcenus it is ftyled KOLt 

(Opera, tom. 1 . p. 62'.>} Spanlieim^s Apology for the Synod of Con- 
ftantinople Cp. 171, &c.)is worked up with truth and ingenuity, from 
fuch materials as lie could find in the Nicene AiSIs (p. 1046, See,). The 
witty John of Damafeus converts iTri&Ko^rrag into sTri^xoTSf?, makes them 
flaves of their helly? Szc, Opera^tom* i* p< 306. . 

Byzantine 
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c H A P. Byzantine fynod affumed the rank and powers 
XLix. (jf feventh general council ; yet even this 
title was a recognition of the fix preceding aflesu- 
blies, which had laborioufly built the ftru6lure of 
the Catholic faith. After a ferious deliberation 
of fix months, the three hundred and thirty-eight 
bifliops pronounced and fubfcribed an unanimous 
decree, that all vifible fymbols of Chrift, except 
in the eucharift, were either blafphemous or 
heretical ; that image worfliip was a corruption 
of Chriftianity and a renewal of Paganifm ; that 
all fuch monuments of idolatry Ihould be broken 
or erafed ; and that thofe who (houkl refute to 
deliver the objefts of their private fuperftition, 
were guilty of difobedience to the authority of 
the church and of the Emperor. In their loud 
and loyal acclaraations,they celebrated the merits 
of their temporal redeemer ; and to his zeal and 
jiiftice they entrulled the execution of their fpi- 
ritual cenfures. At Conftantinople, as in the for- 
mer councils, the will of the prince was the rule 
of epifcopal faith ; but on this occafion, I am in- 
clined to fufpe^ that a large majority of the pre- 
lates facrificed their fecret confcience to the 

Their temptations of hope and fear. In the long night 
of fuperftition, the Chriftians had wandered far 
away from the fimplicity of the gofpei : nor was 
it eafy for them to difcern the clue, and tread 
back the mazes, of the labyrinth. The worfliip 
of images was infeparably blended, at leaft to a 
pious fancy, with the Crofs, the Virgin, the 
Saints and their relics : the holy ground was in- 
volved in a cloud of miracles and vifions 5 and 
4 the 
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the nerves of the mind, curiofity and fcepticifm, c hap. 
were benumbed by the habits of obedience and 
belief. Conftantine himfelf is accufed of indulg- 
ing a royal licence to doubt, or deny, or deride 
the myfteries of the Catholics*®, but they were 
deeply infcribed in the public and private creed 
of his bifliops ; and the bbldeft Iconoclall might 
aflault with a fecret horror the monuments of 
popular devotion, which were confecrated to the 
honour of his celeftial patrons. In the refor- 
mation of the lixteenth century, freedom and 
knowledge had expended ;all the faculties of 
man : the third of innovation fuperfeded the 
■ reverence of antiquity; and the vigour of Europe 
could difdain thofe phantoms which terrified the 
fickly and fervile weaknefs of the Greeks. ■ 

The fcandal of an abllra6l herefy can be only Their per- 
proclaimed to the people by the blafl of the ec- of 
clefiaflical trumpet : but the raoft ignorant can 
perceive, the moll torpid mull feel, the profana- a.d. 
tion and downfal of their vifible deities. The 
firfl hoftilities of Leo were directed againft a lofty 
Chrift on the vellibule, and above the gate, of 
the palace. A ladder had been planted for the 
aflault, but it was furioufly fliaken by a crowd of 
zealots andwomen: they beheld, with pioiis tranf- 
port, the minifters of facrilege tumbling fi-opi on 
high, and dallied againft the pavement ; and the 
honours of the ancient martyrs were proftitutedto 

He , is, accufed of profcrlblng the title of faint ; ftyling’the Virgin^ 
motlier' of / compariBg her after her delivery to an empty ■|>urfe 
of Arianifo* Keftorknifm, &c. ■ In his defencei Spanheim (c* if. 
p. 307,) is fomewhat. embarraiTed between the intereh: of a Frotefiant 
.and the duty of an orthodox divine. 
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G H A P. tliefe criminals, who juftly futfered for murdei' 
< and rebellion The execution of the Imperial 

edift was relifted by frequent tumults in Gonftan- 
tinople and the provinces : the perfon of Leo was 
endangered, his officers were maffacred, and the 
popular enthufiafra was quelled by the ftrongeft 
efforts of the civil and military power. Of the 
Archipelago, or Holy Sea, the luimerous iflands 
were filled with images and monks ; their votaries 
abjured, without icruple, the enemy of Chrift, 
his mother, and the faints : they armed a fleet of 
boats and gallies, difplayed their confecrated ban- 
ners, and boldly fteered for the harbour of Con- 
ftantinople,to place on the throne anew favourite 
of God and the people. They depended on the 
fuccour of a miracle ; but their miracles were 
inefficient againft the Greek fire ; and, after the 
defeat and conflagration of their fleet, the naked 
iflands were abandoned to the clemency or juftice 
of the conqueror. The fon of Leo, in the firft 
year of his reign, had undertaken an expedition 
againft the Saracens ; during his abfence, the ca- 
pital, the palace, and the purple, were occupied 
by his kinfraan Artavafdes, the ambitious cham- 
pion of the orthodox faith. The worfliip of 
images was triumphantly reftored : the patriarch 
renounced his diflimulation, or diflembiedhis fen- 
timents ; and the righteous claim of the ufurper 
was acknowledged, both in the new, and in an- 

The holy confellbr Theophanes approves the principle of their 

rebellioiij fe* (p.' 339.). Gregory IL (in Epift* L ad 

* Imp. Leon. Concil tom. viii. p. 661. 664.) applauds the zeal of ' the 
Byzantine women who killed the Imperial oificers® 

1 
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cient, Rome. Conftantine flew for refuge to his C H A P. 
paternal mountains; but he defcended atthehead 
of the bold and affectionate Ifkurians; and his ^ ^ 

final victory confounded the arms and predic- 
tions of the fanatics. His long reign was dif- 
traCted with clamour, fedition, conlpiracy, and 
mutual hatred, and fanguinary revenge: the 
perfecution of images was the motive or pretence 
of his adverfaries; and, if they miffed a temporal 
diadem, they were rewarded by the Greeks with 
the crown of martyrdom. In every aCt of open 
and clandefline treafon, the Emperor felt the 
unforgiving enmity of the monks, the faithful 
Haves of the fuperflition to which they owed 
their riches and influence. They prayed, they 
preached, they abfolved, they inflamed, they 
confpired ; the folitude of Palefline poured forth 
a torrent of inveClive ; and the pen of St. John 
Damafcenus“, the lafl of the Greek fathers de- 
voted the tyrant’s head, both in this world and 
the next“^ I am not at leifure to examine how 

Johrij or Manfer, was a noble CbrifHan of Damafcusj who held a 
confiderable office in the fervice of the caliph. His zeal in the caufe 
of images expofed him to the refentment and treachery of the Greek 
emperor ; and on the fufpicion of a treafonable correfpondence, he was 
deprived of his right hand, which was miraculoufly rellored by the 
Virgin* After this deliverance, he refigned his office, diftributed his 
wealth? and buried himfelf in the monaftery of St. Sabas, between Je- 
rufalem and the Dead Sea, The legend is famous ; but his learned 
editor, father Lequien, has unluckily proved that St. John Damaf- 
cenus was already a monk before the Iconoclaft difpute (Opera, tom. i. 

Vit Sl Joan. Damafcen. p. 10 — 13. et Notas ad loc). 

After fending Leo to the devil, he introduces his heir -.— to //.isa^oy 
avm ms: csury xAyipoyo/xoj sy y^iJiivoc (Opera 

Damafcen. tom. i. p. 635.). If the authenticity of this piece be fuf- 
picious, we are fure that in other works, no longer extant, Damaf* 
cenus bellowed on Conftantme the title, of hqv Mwci&iixsOj 
|.4iS(rctyi(5y (tom, i. p, 306.}. 
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CHAP, far the monks provoked, nor how much they 
XLix. exaggerated their real and pretended fuf- 
ferings, nor how many loft their lives or limbs, 
their eyes or their beards, by the cruelty of the 
Emperor. From the chaftifement of individuals, 
he proceeded to the abolition of the order ; and, 
as it was wealthy and ufelefs, his refentment 
nright be ftimulated by avarice and juftified by 
patriotifm. The formidable name and miffion 
of the his vifitoi'-general excited the 

terror and abhorrence of the hlach nation: the 
religious communities were diflblved, the build- 
ings were converted into magazines, or barracks; 
the lands, moveables, and cattle, were confif- 
cated; and our modern precedents will flipport 
the charge, that much wanton or malicious 
havoc was exercifed againft the relics, and even 
the books of the monafteries. With the habit 
and profeffion of monks, the public and private 
worlhip of images was rigoroufly profcribed; 
and it Ihould feem, that a folemn abjuration of 
idolatry was exa6led from the fubjedts, or at 
leaft from the clergy, of the Eaftern empire*^ 
The patient Eaft abjured, with reludlance, her 
facred images ; they were fondly cherilhed, and 
vigoroufly defended, by the independent zeal of 


State of 
Italy, 


In the tiarrative of this perfecution from Theophanes and Cedre- 
wiSf Spanheim (p. a35 — 23^0 is happy to compare tlm.D.mco: of 
Leo with the dragoons ^Bmcoms) of Louis XIV, ; and highly fo- 
iaces himfelf with thk Antroverfial pun, 

rw iitto rng ' 

auraj xcit o^jivuvai m a^erno-cci. rm T^oa-avvyiinf 

wv asxTov EiKQrxv (Damafeen. Pp. tom. i, p, 6^5*}, This oath and 
fubfcription I do not remember to have feen in any modern com- 
pilation. 
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the Italians. In ecclefiaftical rank and jiuifdic- chap. 
tion, the pati'iarcli of Conftantinople, and the , 
pope of Rome were nearly equal. But the Greek 
prelate was a domeftic flave under the eye of his 
mailer j at whofe nod he alternately paffed from 
the convent to the throne, and from the throne 
to the convent. A dillant and dangerous ftation, 
amidft the Bai'barians of the Weft, excited the 
fpirit and freedom of the Latin bilhops. Their 
popular eledlion endeared them to the Romans : 
the public and private indigence was relieved by 
their ample revenue; and the weaknefs or negleft 
of the emperors compelled them to confult, both 
in peace and war, the temporal fafety of the city. 

In the fchool of adveiTity the prieft infenfibly im- 
bibed the virtues and the ambition of a prince ; 
the fame chara(Sler was affumed, the fame policy 
was adopted by the Italian, the Greek, or the ■ 
Syrian, who afcended the chair of St. Peter ; and, 
after the lofs of her legions an'd provinces, the 
genius and fortune of the popes again reftored the 
fupremacy of Rome. It is agreed, that in the 
eighth century, their dominion was founded on re- 
bellion, and that the rebellion was produced, and 
juftified, by the herefy of the Iconoclafts; but 
the conduiR of the fecond and third Gregory, in 
this memorable conteft,is varioufly interpreted by 
the wilhes of their friends and enemies. The By- 
zantine writers unanimoufly declare, that, after a 
fruitlefs adnionition, they pronounced the fepa- 
ration of the Eaft and Weft, and deprived the 
facrilegious tyrant of the revenue and'fevereignty 
K 2 of 
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of Italy. Their excommunication is ftill more 
clearly expreffed by the Greeks, who beheld the 
accomplifhment of the papal triumphs ; and as 
they are more flrongly attached to their religion 
than to their country, they praife, inftead of 
blaming, the zeal and orthodoxy of thefe apofto- 
lical men The modern champions of llome 
are eager to accept the praife and the precedent ; 
this great and glorious example of the depofition 
of royal heretics is celebrated by the cardinals 
Baronins and Bellarmine ''^; and if they are alked 
why the fame thunders were not hurled againft 
theNeroes and Julians of antiquity ? they reply, 
that the weaknefs of the primitive church was the 
foie caiife of her patient loyalty On this oc» 
Gallon, the eftefts of love and hatred are the fame; 
and the zealous Protellants who feek to kindle the 
indignation, and to alarm the fears, of princes 

Kcu TW troy cracryj kv'iv, xyt aTrof^jcrsj fays 

Theoplianes (Chronograph, p. 34 j.}. For this Gregory is ftyled by 
Odrenus avoToXkKo^ (p. 450.). Zoiiaras fpecifies the thunder 
truvoW (tom. ii. I. XV. p. ic4j 105.). It may be obfervedj 
that the Greeks are apt to confound the times and actions of two 
Gregories. ' ■ ■ 

:See Baroniusj. Annai. Eccles. A. D. 730vN".4,..5»: dignumexem- 
plurn ! Bellannin, de Komano Pontificej 1. v. c. 8. : muiaavit eum 
parte imperii. Sigonius, , -^e. Regno- Italia, l.liL; ' Opera,' tom. ib 
p. 169, Yet filch is the change of Italy, that Sigonius is corredled by 
the editor of Mian, Phllippus- Argelatus, -a Bolognefe and fubjed of 
the .pope. 

^^iiod fi Chriftiani oHm non d-epofiierunt jMeronem ant Julianum, 
id fuit quia deerant vires temporales Chrifiianis (honell Bellarmlne, de 
Rom. Pont. I. V. c. 7.). Cardinal Perron adds a difi:in<fi:ion more 
honourable to the fiiiPChnflians, but not more fatisfadlory to modern 
princes— -the tre/yon ot herQlics and apofiates, who break their oath, - 
hflie rh'eir coin, and -' -reaoimge thek allegiance ' to CMR ‘and birvia^ 
IFcrroniana, p.. 89.}, 

' and 
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and niagiflrates, expatiate on the infolenee and c H A P- 
treafon of the two Gregories againft their lawful . 

fovereign They are defended only by the 
moderate Catholics, for the moft part, of the 
GalHcan church ^'’5 W'ho refpe6l the faint, with- 
out approving the hn. Theie common advo- 
cates of the cro’wrn and the mitre circLunfcribe 
the truth of fadls by the rule of equity, fcrip- 
ture, and tradition ; and appeal to the evidence- 
of the Latins^', and the lives’* and epillles of 
the popes themfelves. 

Take, 23 a fpedmen, tke cautious Bafnage (Hill, de ITglill^ 
p. 1350, 1351.) and the vehement Spanheim (Hift. Imaglnum), who, 
with an hundred more, tread in the' footfteps of the centuriators of 
Magdeburgh. 

See Launoy (Opera, tom. v.. pars ii. epifl. vil. y. p. 456 — 474.)> 

Natalis Alexander (Hift. Nov. Teftamenti, fecuL viii. diOhrt. i. p. 

— 96,), Pagi (Critica, tom. iii. p. 2 15 — 216.), and Giannone (Iftoria 
Civile di Napoli, tom.i. p. 317 — 320*), a difciple of the Gallican. 
fchooL In the field of controverfy I always pity the moderate party, 
who fiand on the open middle ground expofed to the fire of both 
fides* 

They appealed to Paul Warnefiid, or Diaconus (de Geflis Lan- 
gobard. Lvi. c. 49. p.5o6, 507. in Script. ItaL Muratori, tom. L 
pars i.), and the nominal Anafiafms (de Vit. Pont, in Muratori, tom. ill. 
pars L Gregorius II. p. 154. Gregorius ill. p. 158. Zacharias, 
p. 161. Stephanus III. p. 165. Paulus, p. 172. Stephanus IT. 
p, 174, Hadrianus, p. 179. Leo III. p. 195.). Yet I may remark, 
that the time Anaftafius (Hill. Ecclef, p. 134. edit. Reg.) and the 
Hifioria Mifcella ( 1 . xxi, p. 15 1. in tom.i. Script. ItaL), both of the 
ixth century, tranllate and approve the Greek text of Theophaues. 

With fome minute difference, the moft learned critics, Lucas 
Holftenius, Schelefti'ate, Ciamoini, Bianchini, Muratori (Prolegomena 
ad tom. iii. pars i.), are agreed that the Liber Pontificalis was com- 
pofed and continued by the apoftolical librarians and notaries of the 
viiitli and ixth centuries ; and that the laft and fmalleft part is the 
work of Anaftafius, whofe name it bears. The ftyle is barbarous, 
the narrative partial, the details are trifling — yet it muft be read as a 
curious and authentic record of the times. The epiftles of the popes 
are difperfed in the volumes of Councils. 

K 3. 


Twa 


THE .UECLINE AND FALL 


134 

G H A P. Two original epiftles, from Gregory the Se» 
, cond to the Emperor Leo, are fUIi extant ” ; 

Epiftles of and if they cannot be praifed as the mold per- 
Gregory models of eloquence and logic, they exhibit 

Emperor, the portrait, or at leaft the maik, ot the founder 
A. D. 737. of the papal monarchy. “ During ten pure and 
“ fortunate years,” fays Gre'goiy to the Em- 
peror, “ we have tailed the annual comfort of 
“ your royal letters, fubfcribed in purple ink, 
“ with your own hand, the facred pledges of 
“ your attachment to the orthodox creed of our 
“ fathers. How deplorable is the change! how 
“ tremendous the fcandal! You now accufe 
“ the Catholics of idolatry ; and, by the accufa- 
“ tion, you betray your own impiety and ignor- 
“ ance. To this ignorance we are compelled to 
“ adapt the grolTnefs of our llyle and arguments : 
“ the lirft elements of holy letters are fufficient 
“ for your confufion ; and were you to enter a 
“ grammar-fchool, and avow yourfelf the enemy 
“ of our worfliip, the limple and pious children 
“ would be provoked to call their horn-books at 
“ your head.” After this decent falutation, the 
pope attempts the ufual dillindtion between the 
idols of antiquity and the Chrillian images. The 
former were the fanciful reprefentations of phan- 
• toms or daemons, at a time when the true God 
had not manifelled his perfon in any vifible 

Tlie two epiftles of Gregory IL have been preferved in the Acfts 
of the Hicene Council (tom. viii. p. 651 — 674.). They are without 
a date, which is varioufly fixed, by Baronius in the year 726, by 
Muratori (Annali dltalia, tom. vL p. 130.) in 739, and by Pagi in 
730. Such is the force of prejudice, that fome papifts have praifed 
the good fenfe and moderation of thefe letters. 

16 likenefs. 
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Hkenefs. The latter are the genuine forms of e H A p. 
Chrift, his mother, and his faints, who had ap- 
proved, by a crowd of miracles, the innocence 
and merit of this relative worfliip. He muft 
indeed have trufted to the ignorance of Leo, 
lince he could affert the perpetual ufe of images, 
from the apoflolic age, and their venerable pre- 
fence in the fix fynods of the Catholic church. 

A more Ipecious argument is drawn from pre- 
fent poffeffion and recent pradtieej the harmony 

of the Chriflian world fuperfedes the demand of 

a general council ; and Gregory frankly con- 
feffes, that fuch affemblies can only be ufeful 
under the reign of an orthodox prince. To the 
impudent and inhuman Leo, more guilty than 
an heretic, he recommends peace, filence, and 
implicit obedience to his fpiritual guides of Con- 
llantinople and Rome. The limits of civil and 

ecclefiaftical powers are defined by the pontiff. 

To the former he appropriates the body; to the 
latter, the foul : the fword of juftice is in the 
hands of the magiftrate : the more formidable 
weapon of excommunication is entrulled to the 
clergy; and in the exercife of their divine cora- 
miffion, a zealous fon will not fpare his offending 

father : the fucceffor of St. Peter may lawflilly 

chaftife the kings of the earth. “ You affault 
“ us, O tyrant! with a carnal and military hand : 

“ unarmed and naked, wm can only implore the 
« Chrift, the prince of the heavenfy hoft, that 
“ he will fend unto you a devil, for the deftruc- 
“ tion of your body and the falvation of your 
“ foul. You declare, with foolifli arrogance, I 

K 4 « yfill 


Tlife-DECLINE AND FALL 

. will diQ)atch my orders to Rome : I will break 
“ in pieces the image of St* Peter; and Gregory, 
“ like his predeceflbr Martin, fliall be tranfported 
“ in chains and in exile, to the foot of the Im- 
“ perial throne. Would to God, that I might 
« be permitted to tread in the footlleps of the 
“ holy Martin ; but may the fate of Conftans 
ferve as a warning to the perfecutors of the 
“ church. After his juft condemnation by the 
“ bifliops of Sicily, the tyrant was cut off, in 
the fulnefi of his fins, by a domeftic fervant : 
« the faintis ftill adored by the nations of Scythia, 
“ among whom he ended his banilhment and his 
“ life. But it is our duty to live for the edifiea- 
“ tion and fupport of the faithful people ; nor 
“ are we reduced to rifk our fafety on the event 
“ of a combat. Incapable as you are of de- 
“ fending your Roman fubje6ls, the maritime 
“ fituation of the city may pea’haps expofe it to 
“ your depredation ; but we can remove to the 
“ diftance of four-and-twenty Jladia to the firft 

foitiefs of the Lombards, and then yon 

“ may purfue the winds. Are you ignorant that 
“ the popes are the bond of union, the mediators 
“ of peace, between the Eaft and Weft? The 
“ eyes of the nations are fixed on our humility; 

■’’ Eixoerj-TEirtraj® Jsjoxwjwsf o PiufMi; a; in) vwasi’ 

Tcaci v^ccys dic^fov avsixag (Epifl. i. p. 664A TJiis 

^oximity of the Lombards is hard of digeftion. Camillo Pellegrini 
(Diffo. IV. de Ducatu Benerenti, in the Script. Ital. tom. v. p. 
iy 3 .)for«bly reckons the xxivth ftadia, not from Rome, but from 
the limits of the Roman dutchy, to the firft fortrefs, perhaps Shra, of 
the Lombardy I rather believe that Gregory, with the pedantry of 
thea.ge, employs Jadia for miles, without much inquiry into the 
genuine meafure. ' 

“ and 
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“ and they revere, as a God upon earth, the 
« apoftle St. Peter, 'whofe image you threaten 
“ to deftroy^s. The remote and interior kino-. 
« doms of the Weft prefent their homage to 
Chrift and his vicegerent } and we now pre- 
‘ paie to vifit one of their nioft powerful mo- 
“ narcfas, who defires to receive from our hands 
“ the facrament of baptifm The Barbarians 
“ have fubmitted to the yoke of the gofpel, while 
you alone are deaf to the voice of the fhepherd. 
Thefe pious Barbarians are kindled into rage : 
they third; to avenge the perfecution of the 

“ Eaft. Abandon your rafli and fatal enterprife; 

“ reflea, tremble, and repent. If you perfift, 
“ we are innocent of the blood that will be fpilt 
in the conteft ; may it fall on your own head.” 
The firft aflhult of Leo againft the images of 
Conftantinople had been witnefled by a crowd of 
ftrangers from Italy and the Weft, who related 
with grief and indignation the facrilege of the 
Emperor. But on the reception of his profcrip. 
five edia, they trembled for their domeftic de- 
ities ; the images of Chrift and the Virgin, of 
the angels, martyrs, and faints, were aboliflied in 
all the churches of Italy ; and a ftrong alternative 
was propofed to the Roman pontiff, the royal 


0» sratrai ^as-tXuM tms Jua-soif u; ©to» imyiiov sx^a-i. 

An-o niifo-CTTEfsSi/o-siiisTOXE'yo/iEvsSsirTETa (p. 66?.). The Po 

appears to have impofed on the ignorance of the Greeks; a» llv 
Lateran; and in his time aU the kingdoms of t 
Weft had entbraced Chriftianity. May not this unknown Septet 

wSiv ^ 

RomW the pontificate of Gregory the Second, vifiti 

favoii 


n7 


C H A P, 
XLIX. 



Revolt of 
Italy, 
AX >» 728, 



TfiE INCLINE Am fAtL 

P. favouf as the price of his compliance, degrada- 
tion and exile as the penalty of his difbbedience. 
Neither zeal nor policy allowed him to helitate ; 
and the haughty ftrain in which Gregory ad- 
dieffed the Emperor, dilplays his confidence in 
the truth of his do6trine or the powers of refin- 
ance. Without depending on prayers or mira- 
cies, he boldly armed againft the public enemy, 
and his paftoral letters admoniflied the Italians 
of their danger and their duty At this fignal, 
Ravenna, Venice, and the cities of the Exar- 
chate and Pentapolis, adhered to the caufe of 
religion j their military force by fea and land 
Gonfifted, for the moft. part, of the natives j and 
the fpirit of patriotifm and zeal was transfufed 
into the mercenary ftrangers. The Italians 
fwore to live and die in the defence of the pope 
and the holy images j the Roman people was 
devoted to their father, and even the Lombards 
were ambitious to fhare the merit and advantage 
of this holy war. The moft treafonable a6l, but 
the moft obvious revenge, was the deftruaion of 
the ftatues of Leo himfelf; the moft effeaual 
and pleafing meafure of rebellion, was the with- 
liolding the tribute of Italy, and depriving him 
of a power Which he had recently abufed by the 

B important and decifive paffage of the Liber 

Ponhficahs. Refcipiens ergo pins vir profanam principis juffionem, 
jam contra Imperttorem quafl contra hojlem fe arxnavit renuens 
ejp, fcribeiis uhiquQ fe cavere Chriftknosj eo quod orta 
fmffet, impietas tabs. Igitut permbti omries Pentapoleiifes, atque 
Venetoum exercitus coctta Jimpefatons juffioneni reffiterunt • di- 
centes fe nunqtiato m ejufdem pontilicis cdiidefcendere necem, fedpro 

ejusmagisdefenfione vifiliterdecertare(p. 256 .> v 

' impo^ 
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inipofition of a new capitation A form of C HAP. 
adminiftration was preferved by the election of 
inagiftrates and governors ; and fo high was the 
public indignation, that the Italians were pre- 
pared to create an orthodox Emperor, and to 
condu6l him with a fleet and army to the palace 
of Conllantinople. In that palace, the Roman 
bilhops, the fecond and third Gregory, were con- 
demned as the authors of the revolt, and every 
attempt was made, either by fraud or force, to 
feize their perfons and to ftrike at their lives. 

The city was repeatedly vifited or atfaulted by 
captains of the guards, and dukes and exarchs 
of high dignity or fecret trull; they landed 
with foreign troops, they obtained fome domellic 
aid, and the fuperftition of Naples may blulh 
that her fathers were attached to the caufe of 
herefy. But thele clandelline or open attacks 
were repelled by the courage and vigilance of 
the Romans; the Greeks were overthrown and 
maflacred, their leaders fuffered an ignominious 
death, and the popes, however inclined to mercy, 
refufed to intercede for thefe guilty victims. At 
Ravenna^®, the feveral quarters of the city had 


A cenjusi or capitation, fays Anaftafius (p. I56.)5 a moft cruel 
tax unknown to the Saracens themfelves, exclaims the zealous Maim- 
hourgh (Hift. des Iconoclafles, Li*) and Theophanes (p. 344.), who 
talks of Pharaoh’s numbering the male children of Ifrael. This mode 
of taxation was familiar to the Saracens; and, moll unluckily for the 
hiftorian, it was impofed a few years afterwards in France by his 
patron Lewis XIV. 

See the Liber Pontilicalis of Agnellus (in the Scriptores Rerum 
Itaiicarum of Muratori, tom.ii. pars i.), whofe deeper lhade of Barba- 
rifm marks the difference between Rome and Ravenna# Yet we are 
indebted to him for fome curious and domeftic fadls-— the quarters 
and fa( 5 dons of Ravenna (p. 154.), the revenge of Jufliman 11 . (p. 160, 
1:61.), the defeat of the ' Greeks (p. 1 70? &c. 

long 
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long exercifed a bloody and hereditary feud ; in 
religious controverly they found a new aliment of 
faction : but the votaries of images were fupe- 
rior in numbers or Ipirit, and the exarcb, who 
attempted to ftem the torrent, loft his life in a 
popular fedition. To punifli this flagitious deed, 
and reftore his dominion in Italy, the Emperor 
fent a fleet and army into the Adriatic gulf. 
After fuffering from the winds and waves much 
iofs and delay, the Greeks made their defcent 
in the neigiibourhoodof Ravenna: they threaten- 
ed to depopulate the guilty capital, and to imi- 
tate, perhaps to furpafs, the example of Juftinian 
the Second, who had cliaftifed a former rebellion 
by the choice and execution of fifty of the 
principal inhabitants. The women and clergy, 
in fackcloth and allies, lay proftrate in prayer j 
the men were in arms for the defence of their 
countiy; the common danger had united the 
factions, and the event of a battle was preferred 
to the flow mileries of a fiege. In a hard-fought 
day, as the two armies alternately yielded and 
advanced, a phantom was feen, a voice ivas 
heard, and Ravenna was vidlorious by the 
affurance of vidlory. The ftrangers retreated 
to their Ihips, but the populous fea-coaft pour- 
ed forth a multitude of boats; the waters of 
the Po were fo deeply infedled with blood, 
that during fix years, the public prejudice 
abftained from the filh of the river; and the 
inftitution of an annual feaft perpetuated the 
worlhip of images, and the abhorrence of 
the Greek tyrant. Amidft the triumph of the 
Catholic arms, the Roman pontiff convened 

a fynod 
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a fynod of iiinety-tliree bifliops againft the 
herety of the Iconoclafls. With their confent 
lie pronounced a general excommunication 
againft all who by W'ord or deed ftiould attack 
the tradition of the fathers and the images of the 
faints; in this fentence the Emperor was tacitly 
involved"'", but the vote of a laft and hopelefs 
reraonftrance may feem to imply that the ana- 
thema was yet fufpended over his guilty head. 
No fooner bad they confirmed their own fafety, 
the worfliip of images, and the freedom of Rome 
and Italy, than the popes appear to have relaxed 
of their feverity, and to have fpared the relics 
of the Byzantine dominion. Their moderate 
counfels delayed and prevented the eledtion of 
a new emperor, and they exhorted the Italians 
not to feparate from the body of the Roman 
monarchy. The exarch was permitted to refide 
within the walls of Ravenna, a captive rather 
than a mafter; and till the Imperial coronation 
of Charlemagne, the government of Rome and 
Italy was exercifed in the name of the fucceffors 
of Conftantine"’. 

Yet Leo was undoubtedly comprifed In the fi quis .... imaginum 
facrarum .... deftrudlor .... extiterit fit extorris a corpore D. N. 
Jefu Chrilli vel totius ecclefiae unitate. The canonifts may decide 
whether the guilt or the name conftitutej the excommunication ; and 
the decifion is of the laft importance to their fafety, Bnce, according 
to the oracle (Gratian Caus.xxiii. p. 5.C. 47. apud Spanheim, Hilt 
Imag.p. iia.),homicidas non elle qui excommunicates trucidant. 

•t' Compefeuit tale confiliiim Pontifex, fperans converfionem prin- 
cipis (Anaftas. p. 156.). Sed ne defifterent ab arobre et fide R. J. ad- 
tnonebat (p. i, 7*)* *1 fte popes ftyle Laeo andConftantine Corpronymus, 
Imperatores et Domini, with the ftrange epithet of PuJJimi. A famous 
Mofaic of the Lateran (A.D. 798.) reprefents Chrift, who delivers the 
keys to St. Peter and the banner to Gonftantine V.(Muratori, AnnaE 
d’ltalia, tom. vi. p. 337.}. , , ■ 
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of Rome, which had been op- 
^ prefTed by the arras and arts of Anguftus, was 
Re^bhc refcued, after feven hundred and fifty years of 
0 ome. fervitude, from the perfecution of Leo the Ifaii- 
rian. By the Crafers, the triuraphs of the con- 
fuls had been annihilated : in the decline and 
fall of the empire, the god Terminus, the facred 
boundary, had infenfibly receded from the ocean, 
the Rhine, the Danube, and the Euphrates; 
and Rome was reduced to her ancient territory 
from Viterbo to Terracina, and from Narni to 
the mouth of the Tiber When the Lings were 
banifhed, the republic repofed on the firm bafis 
which had been founded by their wifdom and 
virtue. Their perpetual jurifdidlion was divided 
. between two annual magiftrates ; the fenate con- 
tinued to exercife the powers of adminillration 
and counfel ; and the legiflative authority was 
diftributed in the affemblies of the people, by a 
well proportioned fcale of property and fervice. 
Ignorant of the arts of luxury, the primitive Ro- 
mans had improved thefcience of governmentand 
, war: the will of the community was abfolute ; the 

rights of individuals were facred : one hundred 
and thirty thoufand citizens were armed for de- 
fence or conqueft ; a;nd a band of robbers and 
outlaws was moulded into a nation, deferving of 
freedom, and ambitious of glory‘»L When the 

fove- 

have traced the Roman dutchy according to the maps, and the 
maps according to the excellent dilTertation of father Beretti (de Cho- 

rographiltaliseMedn JEvi, fea.xx.p.3i6— a32.). Yet I muft nicely 

. obfen^Cj that Viterbo is of Lombard foundation fp. and that 

Terracina ufurped by the Greeks. 

■ On the extent? population? &€« of the Roman kingdom? the reader 

may ' 
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fovereignty of tbe Greek emperors was ex- C H A P, 
tiuguiftied, the ruins of Eome prefented the fad . 

image of depopulation and decay 5 her flavery 
was an habit, her liberty an accident ; the effe^ 
of fuperftition, and the objedl of her own amaze- 
ment and terroi'. The laft veftige of the fub- 
ftance, or even the forms, of the conftitution, was 
obliterated from the practice and memory of the 
Romans; and they were devoid of knowledge, or 
virtue, again to build the fabric of a common- 
W'ealth. Their fcanty remnant, the offspring of 
Haves and ftrangers, was deipicable in the eyes 
of the victorious Barbarians. As often as the 
Franks or Lombards expreffed their moil bitter 
contempt of a foe, they called him a Roman ; 

« and in this name,” fays the Bilhop Liutprand, 

« we include whatever is bafe, whatever is 
“ cowardly, whatever is perfidious, the extremes 
“ of avarice and luxury, and every vice that can 
“ proftitute the dignity of human nature'*'*.” By 
the neceffity of their fituation, the inhabitants of 
Rome were call into the rough model of a repub- 
lican government: they were compelled to eleCfc 
fome judges in peace, and fome leaders in war ; 

may perufcj with pleafure, the Difcours Prdiminaire to the Republique 
Romaine of M« de Beaufort (tom. i.)j who will not be accufed of too 
much credulity for the early ages of Rome. 

44 Qjaos fRommosJ nosj Longobardi fcilicet, Saxones, Francij Lo- 
tharingis Bajoarij Suevi^ Burgundiones? tanto dedignamur ut inimicos 
noHros commotH» nil aliud contumeliarum nifi Romanes dicamus : hoc 
foioj id ell Romanorum nomine^ quicquid ignobilitatis, quicquid tlmi- 
ditatisy quicquid avaritisej quicquid luxurise, quicquid mendacii, immo 
quicquid Yitiorum ell comprehendentes (Liutprand, in Legat. Script* 

Itah tom.ii, pars. i. p. 4811:.)* For the fins of Cato or Tully, Minos 
might ha¥e impofed, a® a. fit penance? the: daily perufal of this bar- 
barous palTage® 


the 
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c HAP. the nobles affembled to deliberate, and their re- 
. ■ folves could not be executed without the union 

and confent of the multitude. The ftyle of the 
Roman fenate and people was revived but the 
fpirit was fled 5 and their new independence was 
dilgraced by the tumultuous confli6t of licentioul- 
nefs and oppreflion. The want of laws could only 
be fupplied by the influence of religion, and their 
foreign and domeftic counfels were moderated 
by the authority of the bifliop. His alms, his 
fermons, his correfpondence with the kings and 
prelates of the Weft, his recent fervices, their 
gratitude, an oath, accuftoined the Romans to 
confider him as the firft magiftrate or prince of 
the city. The Chriftian humility of the popes 
was not offended by the name of Dominus, or 
Lord ; and their face and infcription are ftill ap- 
parent on the moft ancient coins Their tem- 
poral dominion is now confirmed by the reve- 
rence of a thoufand years,; and their nobleft. 
title is the free choice of a people, whom they 
had redeemed from flavery, 

Rome at- In the quarrels of ancientGreece,the holy peo- 
Se^rlm- plb of Elis enjoyed a perpetual peace, under the 
bar^,^ protection of Jupiter, and in the exercife of the 

730 753 * *15 pipino regi Francomm, omnis fenatus atqtie uiiiverfa populi ge-* 

jieralitas a Deo fervatse Romanse urbis. Codex Carolln. epiil* m 
Script. Ital, tom. iii. pars. ii. p. 160, The names of fenatus and fe- 
nator were never totally extm( 5 i; (Difiert. Chorograph. p. aidj ai;.}; 
but in the middle ages they fignified little more than nobiles optimates^ 
&c. (Ducangej Glofs. Latin.). 

See Muratori Antiquit. Itaiiae Medii ..®vL tom. ii. DiiTertat. xxviL 
p. 548. On one of thefe coins we read Hadrianus Papa 773) ; 

on the reverfe, Vi< 51 :. DDNN. with the word which the> 

Pete Joubert (Science des Medaillesj lom.iL p« 43.) explains by 
COlfitzxitlxkopoIx O&cim f/ecm^a J . 

-- 15 Olympic 
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OlyiTipic games Happy would it have been chap. 
for theRomans, if a fimiiar privilegehad guarded XLix. 
the patrimony of St. Peter from the calamities of 
war ; iftheChriftians, whovifitedtheholy thref- 
hold, would have flieathed their fwords in the 
prefence of the apoftle and his fucceffor. But 
this myftic circle could have been traced only 
by the wand of a legiflator and a Cage: this pa- 
cific fyftem was incompatible with the zeal and 
ambition of the popes ; the Romans were not 
addicted, like the inhabitants of Elis, to the in- 
nocent and placid labours of agriculture ; and 
the Barbarians of Itabr, though foftened by the 
climate, were far below the Grecian dates in 
the infiitutious of public and private life. A 
memorable example of repentance and piety was 
exhibited by Liutprand King of the Lombards. 

In arms, at the gate of the Vatican, the con- 
queror liftened to t^e voice of Gregory the Se- 
cond withdrew his troops, refigned his coh- 
quefts, relpedlfully vifited the church of St. 

Peter, and after perfbi’ming his devotions, of- 
fered his fword and dagger, his cuirafs and 
mantle, his lilver crofs and his crown of gold, 
on the tomb of the apoftle. But this religious 
fervour was the iliufion, perhaps the artifice of 
the moment ; the fenfe of intereft is ftrong and 
lading ; the love of arms and rapine was con- 
genial to the Lombards ; and both the prince 

' See, DilTertatioa on the .Olympic “'Gaines (Pindar, voL il» ' 
p, 32—36. edition in lamo.), and the judicious , refiedions of Polybius 
(-torn. L I. iv., p. 466.. edit. Gronov*)/ ' ■ 

The fpeechof Gregory to the Lombards is feelycompofed by ■ 

.Sigbnius (de Regno Itaihe, Itlii. Opera, tom. ii.. p,. 1 73.}3,' who imi- 
tates the licenfe, and the fplrlt of Saliuft or ■Livy 

■ VOLt IX. ■' h 


and. 


TflE, DECLINE AND FALL 

and people were irrefiftibly tempted by the dif- 
orders of Italy, the nakedaefs of Rome, and the 
unwarlike profeffion of her new chief. On the 
firft edicts of the Emperor, they declared them- 
felves the champions of tlie holy images : Liut- 
prand invaded the province of Romagna, which 
had already aflumed that diftindlive appellation 5 
the Catholics of the Exarchate yielded without 
reluctance to his civil and nnlitary power ; and 
a foreign enemy was introduced for the firll time 
into the impregnable fortrefs of Ravenna. That 
city and fortrels were fpeedily recovered by the 
active diligence and maritime forces of the 
Venetians; and thofe faithful fubjeCts obeyed 
the exhortation of Gregory himfelf, in feparat- 
ing the perfonal guilt of Leo from the general 
caufe of the Roman empire ‘‘C The Greeks 
w'ere lefs mindful of the fervice, than the Lom- 
bards of the injury ; the two nations, hollile in 
their faith, were reconciled in a dangerous and 
unnatural alliance : the king and the exarch 
marched to the conqueft of Spoleto and Rome ; 
the ftorm evaporated without effeCt, but the 
policy of Liutprand alarmed Italy with a vexa- 
tious alternative of hoftility and truce. His 
fuccelTor Aflolphus declared himfelf the equal 
enemy of the Emperor and the Pope : Ravenna 
was fubdued by force or treachery^°, and this 

final 

The Yenefekn hifloriansj John Sagoniinus (Chron* Yenet. p, 13,) 
and the doge Andrew D'anddlo (Scriptores Rer.TtaL tom. xH. p»i 35 ») 
have preferved this epiille of Gregory*,' The ,Iofs and recovery, of 
Ravenna are mentioned by Fanlus .Diaconus (de Geil. Langobard* i* vi* 
c. 49. 54, in. Script. Ital. tom. i. pars L p.506. 508.); but , pu,r chro- 
nologiils, Pagij Muratorlj&c. cannot afcertain the date orcircumflances, 

■ , *^: :: The optk^ depend on the various ^ readings of ■ the MSS® 

of 
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filial conqueft extinguiflied the feries of the ex- 
archs, who had reigned with a fubordinate power 
fince the time of Juflinian and the ruin of the 
Gothie kingdom. Rome was fummoned to ac- 
knowledge the vidtorious Lombard as her law- 
ful fovereign ; the annual tribute of a piece of 
gold was fixed as the ranfom of each citizen, 
and the fword of deftrudtion was unlheathed to 
exafib the penalty of her difobedience. The 
Romans hefitated; they entreated ; they com- 
plained ; and the threatening Barbarians were 
checked by arms and negotiations, till the popes 
had engaged the friendftiip of an ally and aven- 
ger beyond the Alps 

In his diftrefs, the firft Gregory had implored Her deli- 
the aid of the hero of the age, of Charles Martel, 
who governed the French monarchy with the a.d. 754. 
humble title of mayor or duke ; and who, by his 
fignal vidlory over the Saracens, had fayed his 
country, and perhaps Europe, from the Mahome- 
tan yoke. The ambafladors of the pope were re- 
ceived by Charles with decent reverence; but the 
greatnefs of his occupations, and the fliortnefs of 
his life, prevented his interference in the affairsof 
Italy, except bj^a friendly and ineftedtual media- 
tion. His fon Pepin, the heir of his powder and 
virtues, affumed the office of champion of the 


of Aiiallafius— or decerpferat (Script. Ital. torn. iii. pars i, 
p.167.). 

The Godex Carolmus Is acolleiSlion of the epiftles of the Popes 
to Charles Martel (whom they Hyie Subregidiis)^ Pepin, and Charle- 
magne, as far as the year 791, when it was formed by the laft of thefe 
princes. His original and authentic MS. (Bibliothecas Cubieularis). is 
nowin the' Imperial library of, Vienna, and has, been' publilhed'by 
Lambeciiis and Muratori (Script. Rerum' Itah tom.' iii. pars': ii. p. 75, 

n 2 Roman 
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Eotnan church ; and the zeal of the French pri n ce 
appears to have been prompted by theloveof glory 
and religion. But the danger was on the banks 
of the Tyber, the fuccour on thofe of the Sejne ; 
and our fympathy is cold to the relation oi dif- 
taut mifery. Amidft the tears of the city, Ste- 
phen the Third embraced the generous refolution 

perfon the courts of Lombardy and 

deprecate the iujuflice of his eneroy. 


of Yifiting in 

Lrance^ to < — ^ n * j 

or to excite the pity and indignation ol his tiiend. 

After Toothing the public defpair by litanies and 
orations, he undertook this laborious journey with 
the ambaffadors of the French monarch and the 
Greek emperor. The King of the Lombards 
was inexorable ; but his threats could not filence 
the complaints, nor retard the fpeed of the Ro- 
man pontiff, who traverfed the Pennine Alps, re- 
pofed in the abbey of St. Maurice, and haftened 
to grafp the right-hand of his protedlor, a hand 
which was never lifted in vain, either in war or 
friendfliip. Stephen was entertained as the vifi- 
ble fucceflbr of the apoftle ; at the next affem- 
bly, the field of March or of May, bis injuries 
were expofed to a devout and warlike nation, 
and he repaffed the Alps, not as a fuppliant, but 
as a conqueror at the head of a French army, 
which was led by the King in perfon. The Lom- 
bards, after a weak refiftance, obtained an igno- 
minious peace, and fwore to reftore the poffef- 
fions, and to relpefil the faniSlity, of the Roman, 
church. But no fooner was Aftolphus delivered 
from the prefence of the Frencli arms, than he 
forgot his promife and refented his dilgrace. 
Rome was again encompaffed by his arms ; and 

Stephen, 



See this molt extraordinary letter in the Codex Carolinus, epiil, 
iii. p* 93. The enemies of the popes have chargei! them with fraud 
and blafphemy ; yet they furely meant to perfuade rather than deceive. 
This introdudlon of the dead^ or of immortals, was familiar to the 
ancient orators, though it is executed on this oecafidn m the rude 
faOxion of the , 
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Stephen, apprehenlive of fatiguing the zeal of chap. 
his Tranfalpine allies, enforced his complaint and , , 

requeft by an eloquent letter in the name and 
perfon of St. Peter himfelf The apoftle affiires 

his adoptive fons, the king, the clergy, and the 
nobles of France, that dead in the flefh, he is 
ftill alive in the fpirit ; that they now hear, and 
muft obey, the voice of the founder and 
guardian of the Roman church : that the Virgin, 
the angels, the faints, and 'the martyrs, and all 
the holl of heaven, unanimoufly urge the requeft, 
and will confefs the obligation ; that i'iches, 
vifilory, and paradife, will crown their pious en- 
terprife, and that eternal damnation will be the 
penalty of their negledt, if they fufter his tomb, 
his temple, and his people, to fall into the hands 
of the perfidious Lombards. The fecond expe- 
dition of Pepin was not lefs rapid and fortunate 
than the firft : St. Peter was fatisfied, Rome was 
again faved, and Aftolphus was taught the lef' 
fons of juftice and fincerity by the fcourge of a 
foreign raafter. After this double chaftifement, 
the Lombards languilhed about twenty years in 
a ftate of languor and decay. But their minds 
were not yet humbled to their condition ; and 
inftead of affedling the pacific virtues of the 
feeble, they peeviflily harafled the Romans with 
a repetition of claims, evafions, and inroads, 
which they undertook without reflection and 
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CHAP. teiiHinated without glory. On either fide, their 
expiring monarchy was prefled by the zeal and 
' prudence of Pope Adrian the Firft, the genius, 
the fortune, and greatnefs of Charlemagne the 

fon of Pepin 5 thefe heroes of the church and ftate 

were united in public and domeftic fiiendftiip, 
and while they trampled on the proftrate, they 
varnilhed their proceedings with the faireft 

colours of etjuity and moderation The pafles 

of the Alps, and the walls of Pavia, were the 
only defence of the Lombards ; the for mei were^ 
furprifed, the latter were invefted, by the fon of 
Conoueft Pepin ; and after a blockade of two years, Defi- 
of Lom- derius, the laft. of their native princes, furren* 
dered his feeptre and his capital. Under the 
magnet dominion of a foreign king, but in the pofTeflion 
A.D. 774- qP national laws, the Lombards became the 
brethren rather than the fubjedts of the Franks ; 
who derived their blood, and manners, and lan- 
guage from the fame Germanic origin 
Pepin and Tlie mutual obligations of the popes and the 
Charie- Carloviiigiau family, form the important link of 
kinirof ancient and modern, of civil and ecclefiaftical, 
France, Mflory. Ill the conqueft of Italy, the champions 
of the Roman church obtained a favourable occa- 
fion, a fpecious title, the wiflies of the people, the 

Except in the divorce of the daughter of Deliderius? whom 
Charlemagne repudiated fine aliquo crimine. Pope Stephen iV. had 
moft furioufly oppofed the alliance of a noble Fraiik-— cum perfidia? 
horrida, nec dicenda, foetentiffima natione Longobardorum — to whom 
he imputes the firft ftain of ieprofy (Cod. Carolin. eplft. 45* P* 17^5 
■ 1 7 9 ,). - Another reafon againft the marriage was the exiftence of a firft 
wife (Muratori, Annali d’ltalia^ tom. vL p. 233* ^.3^5 ^37*)* 
Chai'lemagne indulged himfelf in the freedom of polygamy or coiicu-> 
binage. 

54 gee the iVnnali d’ltalia of Muratorh tom> vl. and the three firft 
Diflertations of his Antiquitates Jtalise Medii Jivij t03fn« i« . . 

. 12' , ^ prayers 
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prayers and intrigues of the clergy. But the moll C H A P. 
elTential gifts of the popes to the Carlovingian . , 

I’ace were the dignities of king of France^®, 
and of patrician of Rome. I. Under the facer- 
dotal monarchy of St. Peter, the nations began 
to refume the practice of feeking, on the banks 
of the Tyber, their kings, their laws, and the 
oracles of their fate. The Franks were per- 
plexed between the name and fub fiance of their 
government. AH the powers of royalty were 
exercifed by Pepin, mayor of the palace ; and 
nothing, except the regal title, was wanting to 
his ambition. His enemies -were crulhed by his 
valour; his fi'iends were multiplied by his libe- 
rality ; his father had been the faviour of Chrillen- 
dom ; and the claims of perfonal merit were re- 
peated and ennobled in a defcent of four gene- . 
rations. The name and image of royalty was Hill 
preferved in the lall defcendant of Clovis, the 
feeble Childeric: but his obfolete right could 
only be ufed as an inllrument of fedition ; the 
nation was defirous of relloring the limplicity of 
the conliitution ; and Pepin, a fubjedl and a 
prince, was ambitious to afcertain his own rank 
and the fortune of his family. The mayor and 
the nobles were bound, by an oath of fidelity, 
to the royal phantom 4 the blood of Clovis was 


55 Befides tlie common liillorlansj three French critics, Launoy(Operai 
tom*v. parsii. LviL epift.9. p. 477"— 487«> 3?agi (Critica, A.D. 751, 
j — 5. A,D. 75 a. N® I — 10.), and Natalis Alexander (Hiil. Novi 
Teftamenti, diilertat. ii. p. 96— io7.)> have treated this fubjea of the 
depofitioE of Childeric with learning and attention, but with a ftrong 
bias to fave the independence of the crown. Yet they are hard preiTed 
by the text which they produce of Eginhard, Theophanes, and tbe 



* 5 ® 

CHAP. 

XLIX. 


#. t » 




pure and facred in iWir; eyesj and their common 
ambaffadors -addreffed the Roman pontiff, to 
difpel their fcruples, or to abfolve their promife. 
The intereft of Pope Zachaiy, the fucceflbr of 
the two Gregories, prompted him to decide, and 
to decide in their favour: he pronounced, that 
the nation might lawfully unite, in the fame 
perfon, the title and authority of king; and 
that the unfortunate Childeric, a vidlim of the 
public fafety, fhould be degraded, lhaved, and 
confined in a monaftery for the remainder of 
his days. An anfwer fo agreeable to their 
willies was accepted by the Franks, as the opi- 
nion of a cafuift, thefentence of a judge, or the 
oracle of a prophet : the Merovingian race dif- 
appeared from the earth ; and Pepin was ex- 
alted on a buckler by the fuffrage of a free 
people, accuftomed to obey his laws and to 
march under his ftandard. His coronation was 
twice performed, with the fandlion of the 
popes, by their moft faithful fervant St. Boni- 
face, the apollle of Germany, and by the grate- 
ful hands of Stephen the Third, who, in the 
monaftery of St. Heny’s, placed the diadem on 
the head of his benefa^or. The royal undtion 
of the kings of Ifrael was dexteroufly applied^**: 
the fucceflbr of St. Peter aflumed the charadter 
of a divine ambaflTador: a German chieftain 
was transformed into the Lord’s anointed; and 


Not abfoiutely. for the firll time. On a lefs confpicuous theatres, 
it had been nfedj in the vith and viith centuries, by the provincial 
biihops of Britain and Spain. The royal undlion of Conftantihople 
was borrowed from the Latins in the laft age of the empire. Coii- 
ftantine Manafles mentions that of Charlemagne as a foreign, Jewiih? 
incompreheiihbie ceremony. See Selden^s Titles of Honour, In lib 
Works, voL iii. part i. p. »34-— 249. 

this 
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this Jewifli rite has been diffufed and maintained chap. 
by tlie fuperiiition and vanity of modern Europe. 

The Franks were abfolved from thedr ancient 
oath ; but a dire anathema was thundered againft 
them and their pofterity, if they fliould dare to 
renew the fame freedom of choice, or to eledla 
a king, except in the holy and meritorious race 
of the Carlovingian princes. Without appre- 
hending the future danger, thefe princes gloried 
in their prefent fecurity: the fecretary of Charle- 
magne affirms, that the French fceptre was trans- 
ferred by the authoi'ity of the popes ” ; and in 
‘ their boldeft enterprifes, they infill, with confi- 
dence, on this fignal and fuccefsful afit of tem- 
poral jurifdi6lion. 

II. In the change of manners and language, Patricians 
the patricians of Rome were far removed from 
the fenate of Romulus, or the palace of Conflan- 
tine, from the free nobles of the republic, or the 
fictitious parents of the Emperor. After the 
recovery of Italy and Africa by the arms of Juf- 
tinian, the importance and danger of tbofe 
remote provinces required the prefence of a 
fqpreme magillrate ; he was indifferently ftyled 
the exarch or the patrician : and thefe governors 

57 ^ginliard, in Vita Caroli Magnij c.i. p. 9, c, iii. p. Z4» 

Cliilderic was depofed — 'jufith the Carlovingians were eftabliflied — • * 

miSioritate^ Pontifices Romani. Launoy, &e. pretend that thefe ftrong 
words are fiifceptible of a very foft interpretation. Be it fo ; yet Egin- 
hard iinderftood the world, the court, and the Latin language. 

, ' 5 ^,; :For the title and powers of patrician of Rome,, fee -Diicange ■ 

(GioC Latin. .torn. v. p. 149— 15 1-), Pagi (Gritica, A. D. 740, . 

— -I I.), Muratori (Annali dltalia, tom. vi. p.308— 3019.), and StJVlarc 
(Abrege Chronologiquc d^Italie, tom. i. p» 379-— 382.). Of .thefe the. 

Francifcan Pagi is the moil difpofed to raahe the patrician a Heutenaut 
of the church, rather than of the empire, ■ , ■ 
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c H A p. of Ravenna, wfeo fill their place in the chrono- 

' XIjIX ’■ , ■ ■ L. , ^ 

logy of princes, extended their jurifdidlion over 
the Roman city. Since the revolt of Italy and 
the lofs of the Exarchate, the diltrefs of the 
Romans had exadled fome facrifice of their in- 
dependence. Yet, even in this act, they exer- 
cifed the right of difpofing of themfelves ; and 
the decrees of the fenate and people fucceffively 
invefted Charles Martel and his pofterity, with 
the honours of patrician of Rome. The leaders 
of a powerful nation would have difdained a fer- 
vile title and fubordinate office ; but the reign 
of the Greek emperors was fufpended ; and, in 
the vacancy ofthe empire, they derived a more 
glorious commiffion from the pope and the re- 
public. The Roman ambaffadors prefented 
thefe patricians with the keys of the Ihrine of 
St. Peter, as a pledge and fymbol of fovereignty; 
with a holy banner, which it was their right and 
duty to unfurl in the defence ofthe church and 
city=\ In the time of Charles Martel and of 
Pepin, the interpofition of the Lombard kingdom 
covered the freedom, while it threatened the 
fafety, of Rome ; and the patriciate reprefented 
only the title, the fervice, the alliance, of thefe 
diftant protestors. The power and policy of 

Charlemagne annihilated an enemy, and impoled 

”The papal advocates can foften the fymbolic meaning of the 
banner and the keys; but the ftyie ad regntim dimifimus, or direxi- 
mus (Codex Carolin. epift.i. tom.iii. pars.ii. p. 76 .), feems to allow 
of no palliation or efcape. In the MS. of the Vienna library, they 
read, va&ezA oi regmm, rogum, prayer or requeft (fee Ducange); 
and the royalty of Charles Martel is lubverted by this important cor- 
reflion (Catalini, in his Critical Prefaces Annali d’ltalia, tom. xvii. 
P-95— 99-> 

a mailer. 
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a mafter. In his firft vifit to th« capital, he was c 
received with all the honours which had for- 
merly been paid to the exarch, the reprefenta- 
tive of the Emperor : and thefe honours obtained 
fome new decorations from the joy and gratitude 
of Pope Adrian the Firfl No fooner was he 
informed of the fudden approach of the monarch, 
than he difpatched the magiftrates and nobles of 
Rome to meet him, with the banner, about thirty 
miles from the city. At the diftanceof one mile, 
the Flaminian way was lined with the^Acofe, or 
national communities, of Greeks, Lombards, 
Saxons, &c. : the Roman youth were under 
arms ; and the children of a more tender age, 
with palms and olive branches in their hands, 
chaunted the praifes of their great deliverer. At 
the afpedl of the holy croffes, and enfigns of the 
faints, he difmounted from his horfe, led the 
proceffion of his nobles to the Vatican, and, as 
he afcended the hairs, devoutly kifled each hep 
of the threfhold of the apoftles. In the portico, 
Adrian expedled him at the head of his clergy: 
they embraced, as friends and equals ; but in 
their march to the altar, the king or patrician 
affumed the right-hand of the Pope. Nor was 
the Frank content with thefe vain and empty 
demonilrations of refpedl. In the twenty-fix 
years that elapfed, between the conqueft of 
Lombardy and his Imperial coronation, Rome, 
wdiich had been delivered by the fword, was fiib- 

In the authentic narrative of this reception, the Liber Pontificalis 
obferves— obviam illi ejus fan<Slita8 dirigens venerabiles cruces, id efi: 
figna; hcut, mos eft ad exarchnra, aut patricium fufcipiendum, eum 
cum ingenti honore fufclpi fecit .(tom.iiu pars.L p. 285.}.' 

jedl. 
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CHAP. je6fc, as hjs own, to the fceptre of Charlemagne. 
t ' The people fwore allegiance to his perfon and 
family : in his name money was coined, and 
juftice was adminiftered ; and the ele6tion of 
the popes was examined and confirmed by his 
authority. Except an original and felf-inherent 
claim of fovereignty, there was not any preroga- 
tive remaining, which the title of emperor could 
add to the patrician of Rome 
Donations The gratitude of the Carlovingians was ade- 
an^Se- to thefe obligations, and their names are 
magne to confeci’ated as the faviours and benefadtors of 
the popes, Roman church. Her ancient patrimony of 

farms and houfes was transformed by their 
bounty into the temporabdominion of cities and 
provinces; and the donation of the Exarchate 
was the firft fruits of the conquefls of Pepin 
Aftolphtis with a figh relinquilhed his prey ; the 
keys and the hoftages of the principal cities 
were delivered to the French ambalTador; 
and, in his mafter’s name, he prefented them 
before the tomb of St. Peter. The ample 
meafure of the Exarchate might comprife 

all 

Paulus Dlaconusj "who wrote before empire of Cbarlemagnes 
defcribes Rome as hii fobjedl city — veilr® civitates (ad Pompelum 
Peflum), fuis addidit fceptris (de Metenlls Eccleiia Epifcopis), Some 
Carlovingian medals, ftruck at Rome, have engaged Le Blanc to write 
an elaborate, though partial, difTertation on their authority at Rome, 
both as patricians and emperors (Amflerdam, 1692J. in4to.). 

Molhelm (Inftitution HiR. Ecclef. p. 263.) weighs this donation 
with fair and deliberate prudence* The original a6t has never been 
produced ; but the Liber Pontificalis reprefents (p. 171.), and the 
Codex Carolinus fuppofes, this ample gift* Both are contemporary 
records : and the latter is the more , authentic, fince it has been pre«. 
ferved, not in the papal, but the Imperial, librar)^ 

Between the exorbitant claims, and narrow conceilions, of in-^ 
tereR and prejudice, from wliich even Muratori (Anti^uitat* tom. L 

■ ■ 
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all the provinces of Italy which had obeyed the c 
Emperor and his vicegerent: but its flri6l and ^ 
proper limits were included in the territories of 
Ravenna, Bologna, and Ferrara: its infeparable 
dependency was the Pentapolis, which ftretched 
along the Adriatic from Rimini to Ancona, and 
advanced into the midland country as far as the 
ridges of the Apennine. In this tranfafition, the 
ambition and avarice of the popes had been fe- 
verely condemned. Perhaps the humility of a 
Chriftian priell Ihould have rejedted an earthly 
kingdom, which it w^as not eafy for him to go- 
vern without renouncing the virtues of his pro- 
feffion. Perhaps a faithful fubjedt, or even a 
generous enemy, would have been lefs impatient 
to divide the fpoils of the Barbarian ; and if the 
Emperor had intrufted Stephen to foiicit in his 
name the reftitution of the Exarchate, I will 
not abfolve the pope from the reproach of treach- 
ery and falfehood. But in the rigid interpi’eta- 
tjon of the laws, every one may accept, without 
injury, whatever his benefadlor can beftow with- 
out injuftice. The Greek Emperor had abdi- 
cated or forfeited his right to the Exarchate ; 
and the fword of Aftolphus was broken by the 
ftronger fword of the Carlovingian. It was not 
in the caufe of the Iconoclaft that Pepin had ex- 
pofed his perfon and army in a double expedition, 
beyond the Alps: he poffeffed, and might la^v- 
fully alienate his conquefts : and to the impor- 
tunities of the Greeks, he pioufly replied, that 

p, 63 — 68.) is not exempt, I liave been guided, in the limits of tiie 
"Exarchate and Pentapolis, by : the DHfertatio . Chorographica Italic 
:Medii .Svii torn,* x. p. i6o'«*“i8o. ' 
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X3 H A P. no Human confideration fliould tempt him to tC” 
. fume the gift whici) he had conferred on the Ro- 

man pontiff’ for the remiflion of his fins and the 
falvation of his foul- The fplendid donation was 
granted in fupreme and abfolute dominion, and 
the world beheld for the firft time a Chriftian 
bifliop invefted with the prerogatives of a tem- 
poral prince; the choice of magiftrates, the ex- 
ercife of juflice, the impofition of taxes, and the 
wealth of the palace of Ravenna. In the difl'olu- 
tion of the Lombard kingdom, the inhabitants 
of the dutchy of Spoleto''^ fought a refuge from 
the florm, fliaved their heads after the Roman 
faihion, declared themfelves the fervants and 
fubjedts of St. Peter, and completed, by this vo- 
luntary furrender, the prefent circle of the ec- 
clefiaflical ftate. That royfterious circle was en- 
larged to an indefinite extent, by the verbal or 
written donation of Charlemagne ‘^% wdio, in the 
firft tranlports of his vidlory, defpoiled himfelf 
and the Greek Emperor of the cities and iflands 
which had formerly been annexed to the Exar- 
cate. But, in the cooler moments of abfence 
and refledlion, he viewed with an eye of jealoufy 

Spoletini deprecati funt, ut eos in fervitio B» Petri redperet et 
more Romanorum tonfurari faceret (Anaftafms, p, 185.). Yet it may 
be a queftion whether they gave their own perfons or their country. 

The policy and donations of Charlemagne are carefully examined 
by St. Mai-c (Abrege, tom. i. p. 390— 40S.), who has well iludied the 
Codex Carolinus, I believe^ with him^ that they were only verbal 
The moli: ancient ad^ of donation that pretends to be extant? is that 
. of the Emperor Louis .. the Pious ' (Sigonius, de Regno Itallss? 1 . iv» 
Opera, tom. ii. p, 267 — 270.) its authenticity, or at leail its integrity, 
are much qiieftioned (Pagi,A.D. 817, N'’7,&c. Muratori, Annali, 
tom. vi. p. 45 ^> DiiTertat. Chorographica, p, 33, 34.} j but ! fee 
nO' reafonable obje<Slion to thefe princes fo freely difpcfing ofwhat' 

. “was not their own. 

and 
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and envy, the recent greatnefs of his eccleCafti- c H A P. 
cal ally. The execution of his own and his fa- . ; 
ther’s promifes was refpedlfully eluded: the King 
of the Franks and Lombards afferted the inalien- 
able rights of the empire j and, in his life and 
death, Ravenna“, as well as Rome, was num- 
bered in the lift of his metropolitan cities. The 
fovereignty of the Exarchate melted away in the 
handsbf the popes j they found in the archbilhops 
of Ravennaa dangerous and domeftic rival' ' : the 
nobles and priefts difdained the yoke of a prieft ; 
and, in the diforders of the times, they could only 
retain the memory of an ancient claim, which 
in a more profperous age, they have revived and 
realized. 

Fraud is tlie refource of weaknefs and cun- Forgery of 
ningj and the ftrong, though ignorant Barba- 
rian, was ofte^.entangied in the net of facerdotal conftan- 
policy. The Vatican and Lateran were an ar- ‘“e. 
fenal and inanufadlure, which, according to the 
occafion, have produced or concealed a %mrious 
colledlion of falfe or genuine, of corrupt or fuf 
picious, a6ls, as they tended to promote the in- 
tereft of the Roman church. Before the end 
of the eighth century, fome apoftolical fcribe, 
perhaps the notorious Ilidore, compofed the 
decretals, and the donation of Conftantine, the 

1,5 the mofaics of the palace of Ravennaj for the decoration ofAixda- 
Cliapelle (Cod, GaroIin..epijn:* 67. p. Z23.). 

The popes often . complain of the ufurpations of Leo of Ravenna' 

(Codex Garolm.. epilL 5I9 5^? 53. p, soo- — 205.}.* Sicorpus St..AE« 
drete fra,tris geripiani St, Petri liic humalTet? ■nequaquam-nos Romani 
pontifices fic .fubjogalTent (Agnellus, Liber .Fontificalisj ; in. Scriptores 
Rerum Ital tom, ii* pars!, p« 107.}. ~ .... 


two 
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two magic frillars of the fpiritual and temporal 
monarchy of the popes. This memorable do- 
nation was introduced to the world by an epiftle 
of Adrian the Firll, who exhorts Charlemagne 
to imitate the liberality, and revive the name, 
of the great Con ftantine® According to the 
legend, the firil of the Chriftian Emperors was 
healed of the leprofy, and purified in the waters 
of baptifin, by St. Silvefter, the Roman bifliop ; 
and never was phyfician more glorioufly recom- 
penfed. His royal profelyte withdrew from 
the feat and patrimony of St. Peter ; declai ed 
his refolution of founding a new capital in 
the Eaft. ; and refigoed to the popes the free 
and perpetual fovereignty of Rome, Italy, 
and the provinces of the Weft-"’. This fi6tion 
was productive of the molt beneficial eifeCls. 
The Greek princes w^ere coriViCted of the 
guilt of ufurpation j and the revolt of Gre- 
gory was the claim of his lawful inheritance. 
The popes were delivered from their debt of 
gratitude ; and the nominal gifts of the Carlo- 

Piiffimo Conlhntino inagno, per ejus lirgitatem S.R. Ecclefia 

elevata et exaltata ejftj et poteftatem in his Hefperise partibus largiri 
dignatus eft ... . Quia ecce novus Conftantinus his temporibus, <&€• 
(Codex Carolin. epift. 49. in tom.iii. parsii. p. 195.). Pagi (Critics^ 
A.p. 3 a 4 j N°i6.) afcribes them to an impoftor of the vintli century, 
who borrowed the name of St.lfidore: his humble title of 
was ignorantly, but aptly, turned into Mercator ; his mercliaiidife 
was indeed profitable, and a few’’ iheets of paper were fold for much 
W’calth and power. 

Fabricius (Bibliot. Grssc. tom. vi. p, 4— .7.) has enumei’ated the 
feveral editions of this'Aa, in Greek and Latin. The copy which 
Laurehtiiis Valla reates and refutes, appears to be taken either from 
the^ fpurious Adis of Stk Silvefter or from Gratian’s Decree, to 
which according' to him and Others, it has been furreptitioufly 

I vingians 
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Vingians were no more than the j uft and irrevo- 
cable reftitution of a fcanty portion of the ec- 
clefiaftical ftate. The fovereignty of Rome no 
longer depended on the choice of a fickle people; 
and th^fucceffors of St. Peter and Conftantine 
were in veiled with the purple and prerogatives 
of the Cffifai’s. So deep was the ignorance and 
credulity of the times, that the moft abfurd of 
fables was received, with equal reverence, in 
Greece and in France, and is ftill enrolled among 
the decrees of the canon law^“* The emperors, 
and the Romans, w^ere incapable of difcerning a 
forgery, that fub verted their rights and freedom; 
.and the only oppolition proceeded from a Sabine 
monaftery, which, in the beginning of the twelfth 
century, difputed the truth and validity of the 
donation of Conftantine^'. In the revival of 
letters and liberty this fi6litious deed was tranf- 
pierced by the pen of Laurentius Valla, the pen 
of an eloquent critic and a Roman patriot 
' , ■ ;■■■ ■; :'His 

In tlie year 1059, was belieVed (was it believed?) by Pope 
Leo IX., Cardinal Peter Damianus,&c. Muratori places (Annali d’ltalia, 
tom. ix. p. 23, 24.) the fi< 5 litious donations of Lewis the Pious, the 
Othos, &c# de Dbnatione Conllantini. See a Diflertation of Natalis 
Alexander, feculam iv. dill. aj. p. 335-^350. 

See a large account of the controverfy (A. D. iio^), which arofe 
from a private law-fuit, in the Chronicon Farfenfe (Script. Rerum 
Jtalicarum, tom. ii. pars ii. p.637, &c.), a copious extrad from tlie ar- 
chives of that Benediciline abbey. They were formerly acceffible to 
curious foreigners (Le Blanc and Mabilion), and would have enriched 
the iirfi: volume of the Hiftoria Monaftica Italia of Quirlni. But they 
are now imprifoned (Muratori, Scriptores R. I. tom. ii. pars ii. p. 369.} 
by the timid policy of the court of Rome; and the future cardinal 
yielded to the voice of authority and the whifpers of ambition 
(Quirini, Comment, pars ii. p.i 33 — 136.)., 

I have read in the colledlion of Schardius (de Potellate Im« 
periali Ecclefiailica, p. 734—780.) this animated difeaurfe, which 
,.¥OL. IX« , .. M ' : ' was 
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His contemporaries of the fifteenth century were 
aftoniflied at his faeriiegious boldnefs ; yetfuch 
is the filent and irrefiftible progrefs of reafon, 
that before the end of the next age, the fable 
was rejected by the contempt of hillorians’^ and 
poets’% and the tacit or modeft cenfure of the 
advocates of the Roman church’^ The popes 
themfelves have indulged a fmile at the credulity 
of the vulgar’® ; but afalfe and obfolete title ftill 
fan(Slifies their reign ; and by the fame fortune 
which has attended the decretals and the Sibyl- 
line oracles, the edifice has fubfifled after the 
foundations have been undermined. 


was cotnpofed by tbe author^ A. D. 1440? fix years after tbe flight of 
Pope Eugenms IV. It is a mofl: vehement party pamphlet : Valk juf- 
dfies and animates the revolt of the Romans, and would even approve 
the ufe of a dagger againfl: their facerdotal tyrant. Such a critic might 
expe<fl: the perfecution of the clergy ; yet he made his peace, and k 
buried in the Lateran (Bayle, DiiSlionaire Critique, VallA; VoffiuS) 
de HiRoricis Latinis, p. 580.). 

See Guicciardini, a fervant of the popes, in that long and valu- 
able digreffion, which has refumed its place in the lafl: edition, corredtly 
publilhed from the authork MS. and printed in four volumes in quarto, 
under the name of Friburgo, 1775 (Iftoria d’ltalia, tom. i. p. 385 — 
3S)5‘> . 

The Paladin Aftolpho found it in the moon, among the things 
that werelofl: upon earth (Orlando Furiofo, xxxiv. So.}.- 
Di vari fiore ad un grand monte pafla, 

Ch’ebbe gia buono odore, or puzza forte 
Qiiello era il dono (fe perd dir lece) 

Che Gonftantino al buon Silvefiro fece.- 
Yet this incomparable poem has been approved by a bull of Leo X. 

See Baronius, A. D. 324, W 117 — ICS3. A.D. 1191, N'' 51, 
See. The cardinal wiflies to fuppofe that Rome was oifered by Con- 
ftantine, and r'efufed by Silvefter. The adt of donation he confiders, 
JSrangely enough, as a forgery of the Greeks. 

7 ® Baronius n’en dit guerres contre; encore en a-t’il trop dit, et Ton 
Touloit fans moi ( Cardinal du Perron )y qui I’empechai, cenfurer cette 
partie de fon hiftoire. J’en devifai un jour avec le Pape, et il ne me. 
repondit autre chofe «« che voleteri I Canonki la lengono,” i! le difoit 
m riant (Perroniana, p. 77.}. 
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While the popes eftabliflied in Italy their free- c H A 
dom and dominion, the images, the firft caufe of / 

their revolt^ were rettored in theEaftern empire”. Reiiora- 
Under the reign of Conllantine the Fifth, the 
union of civil and eccletiatlical power had over- the Eaft 
thrown the tree, without extirpating the root, of 
fuperftition. The idols, for fuch they were now Irene, 
held, were fecretlycheriflied by the order and the 
fex moft prone to devotion ; and the fond alliance 
of the monks and females obtained a final vi61:oi'y 
over the reafon and authority of man. Leo the 
Fourth maintained with lefs rigour the religion of 
his father and grandfather, but his wife, the fair 
and ambitious Irene, had imbibed the zeal of the 
Athenians, the heirs of the idolatry, rather than 
the philofophy, of their ancellors. During the 
life of her hutliand, thefe fentiments were in- 
flamed by danger and diffimulation, and flie 
could only labour to protedl and promote fome 
favourite monks whom the drew from their ca- 
verns, and feated on the metropolitan thrones of 
the Eaft. But as foon as flie reigned in her own 
name and that of her fon, Irene more ferioufly 


” The remaining hiftory of images, from Irene to Theodora, is coi- 
iefted, for the Catholics, by Baronins and Pagi (A.D. 780 — 840.), 
Natalis Alexander (Hift. N. T- feculum vili. Pauoplia adverfus Ifere- 
ticos, p. 118 — 178), and Dupln (Bibliot. Ecclef. tom.vi. p. 136-— 
154.); for the Proteftants, by Spanheim (Hift. Imag. p. 305 — •639.'), 
Ba&age (Hift. de I’Eglife, tom. i. p. 556 — 571. tom. ii. p. 1362 — 
1385.), and Mofheim (Inftitut. Hift. Eccies. fecul. taii. et ix.). The 
Proteftants, except Moflieira, are foured with contronerfy; but the 
Catholics, except Dupin, are inflamed by the fury and fuperftition 
of the monks ; and even Le Beau (Hift. du Bas Empire), a gentleman 
and a fcholar, is infedled by the odious contagion, 

M2 under- 
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CHAP, undertook the ruin of the Iconoclafts; and the 
I , firft ftep of her future perfecution, was a general 
edidl for liberty of confcience. In the reftoration 
of the monkSj a thoufand images were expofetl 
to the public veneration; a thouiand legends 
were invented of their fufferings and miracles. 
By the opportunities of death or removal, the 
' epifcopal feats were judicioufly filled ; the moft 

eager competitors for earthly or celeftial favour 
anticipated and flattered the judgment of their 
fovereign; and the promotion of her fecretary 
Tarafius gave Irene the patriarch of Conftanti- 
nople, and the command of the Oriental church. 
But the decrees of a general council could only 
be repealed by a fimilar affembly’®: the Ico- 
noclafls whom flie convened, were bold in pofTef- 
fion, and averfe to debate ; and the feeble voice 
of the bifhops was re-echoed by the more for- 
midable clamour of the foldiers and people of 
viith Conftantinople. The delay and intrigues of a 
coundi reparation of the difaffedled troops, and 

nd of ’ the choice of Nice foi; a fecond orthodox fynod, 
A D 787 thefe obllacles ; and the epifcopal con- 

Sept 24-- fcience was again, after the Greek faftiion, in the 
Odi. 23. hands of the prince. No more than eighteen 
days were allowed for the confumraation of this 
important work: the Iconoclafts appeared, not as 
judges, but as criminals or penitents : the fcene 
was decorated by the legates of Pope Adrian and 

See tlie A( 5 ls, In Greek and Latin, of tlie fecoiid Council of 
Nice, with a number of relatiye pieces, in the yHitli volume of the 
Councils, p. 645 — 1600 * A faithful verfion, with fome critical notes, 
would provoke, in dilTerent readers, a figh or a 
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the Eaftern patriarch ”, the decrees were framed 
by the prefident Tarafius, and ratified by the ac- 
clamations and fubfcriptions of three hundred and 
fiftybifliops. Theyunaniraoufly pronounced, that 
the worfhip of images is agreeable to fcripture 
and reafon, to the fathers and councils of the 
church : but they hefitate whether that worlhip 
be relative or direct ; whether the Godhead, and 
the figure of Chrift, be entitled to the lame mode 
of adoration. Of this fecond Nicene council, the 
adls are Hill extant; a curious monument of fu- 
perftition and ignorance, of falfehood and folly. 
I lhall only notice the judgment of the bilbops, 
on the comparative merit of image-worfliip and 
morality. A monk had concluded a truce with 
the daemon of fornication, on condition of inter- 
rupting his daily prayers to a picture that hung 
in his cell. His fcruples prompted him to confult 
the abbot. “ Rather than abltain from adoring 
‘‘ Chrift and his Mother in their holy images, it 
“ would be better for you,” replied the cafuift, 
“ to enter every brothel, and vifit every profti- 
“ tute in the city 

For the honour of orthodoxy, at leaft the or- 

79 The pope^s legates were cafual messengers, two priefls without 
any fpecial commiffion, and who were difavowed on their return^ 
Some vagabond monks were perfuaded by the Catholics to reprefent 
the Oriental patriarchs. This curious anecdote is revealed by Theodore 
Studites (epift. i« 38. in Sirmond. Opp. tom. v. p. 13 19.) 5 one of the 
warmeft Iconociafts of the age® , 

n ly<:» apncrn to vfpcrKvvm rov HVptoy xxi Oeov Ino'&^y Xpib® 
jwswTiis avta imrpg iv umvu Thefe vifits could not be innocent 
lince the Aai/u-w (the dsemon of forniGation)- ETroXs/ASi ^savroy 

« « . sv lAia ay 0$ fmmro &c. Adlio iv. p. 901. Adlio. v® 

p.1031. ' 
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c a A R thodoxy of the Roman church, it is fomewhat un- 
, , fortunate, that the two princes who convened 

Final efta- the two councils of Nice are both ftained with 
rfkMges blood of their fons. The fecond of thefe 
by the^ affemblies was approved and rigoroufly executed 
Emprefs jjy defpotifoi of Irene, and Ihe refufed her 
A.D.S4a! adverfaries the toleration which at firll. Ihe had 
granted to her friends. During the five fiicceed- 
ing reigns, a period of thirty-eight years, the 
contefl w-as maintained, wdth unabated rage and 
various fuccefs, between the worflrippers and the 
breakers of the images ; but I am not inclined to 
purfue with minute diligence the repetition of 
the fame events. Nicephorus allowed a general 
liberty of fpeech and praSlice ; and the only vir- 
tue of his reign is accufed by the monks as the 
caufe of his temporal and eternal perdition. Su- 
perftition and weaknefs formed the charadler of 
Michael the Firfi, but the faints and images were 
incapable of fupporting their votary on the 
throne. In the purple, Leo tire Fifth afferted the 
name and religion of an Armenian ; and the idols, 
with their feditious adherents, were condemned 
to a fecond exile. Their applaufe would have 
faniStified the murder of an impious tyrant, but 
his affaffin and fuccefiTor, the fecond Michael, was 
tainted from his birth with the Phrygian lierefies ; 
he attempted to mediate between the contend- 
ing parties ; and the intradtable fpirit of the Ca- 
tholics infenfibly call him into the oppofite fcale. 
His moderation was guarded by timidity ; but 
his foil Theophilus, alike ignorant of fear and 
pity, was the lall and moft cruel of the Icono- 

clafls. 
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clafts. The enthufiafm of the times ran ftrongly g H A P. 
againft them ; and the emperors who Hemmed . 
the torrent were exafperated and punifhedby the 
public hatred. After the death of Theophilus, 
the final vi6lory of the images was atchieved by 
a fecond female, his widow Theodora, whom he 
left the guardian of the empire. Her meafures 
were bold and decifive. The fiction of a tardy 
repentance abfolved the fame and the foul of her 
deceafed hufband : the fentence of the Iconoclall 
patriarch was commuted from the lofs of his eyes 
to a whipping of two hundred laflies : the bifliops 
trembled, the monks fhouted, and the feftival of 
orthodoxy prefer ves the annual memory of the 
triumph of the images. A Angle quellion yet 
remained, whether they are endowed with any 
proper and inherent fanfifcity ; it was agitated by 
the Greeks of the eleventh century*'; and as this 
opinion has the flrongeft recommendation of ab- 
furdity, I am furprifed that it was not more ex- 
plicitly decided in the affirmative. In the Weft, 

Pope Adrian the Firft accepted and announced 
the decrees of the Nicene affembly, w'hich is now 
revered by the Catholics as the feventh in rank 
of the general councils. Rome and Italy were do- 
cile to the voice of their father ; but the greateft 
part of the Latin Chriftians were far behind in 
the race of fuperllitipn. The churches ofFrance, Rekaance 
Germany, England, and Spain, fteered a middle 
courfe between the adoration and the deftru(!ftion 

See an account of tliis controverfy in the Alexiu.s of Anna Corn-* 

(,L v« p» 'i«9«) and Moiheim (Inftitnt. Hill. Ecclef. p. 371? 3 7^.). 
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CHAP, of images, wbich thfey admitted into tlieir tern- 
, pies, not as objedls of worfliip, but as lively and 

and of .ufeful memorials of faith and hiflory. An angry 

charie- boofc of coutrovcrly was compofed and pub- 

™dT 794. lifted in the name of Charlemagne ®® ; under his 
authority a lynod of three hundred biftops was 
affembled at Frankfort®®; they blamed the fury 
of the Iconoclafts, but they pronounced a more 
fevere cenfure againft the fuperftition of the 
Greeks, and the decrees of their pretended 
council, which was long delpifed by the Bar- 
barians of the Weft Among them the wor- 
ftip of images advanced with lilent and infen- 
fible progrefs ; but a large atonement is made 
for their hefitation and delay, by the grofs 
idolatry of the ages which precede the reforma- 
tion, and of the countries, both in Europe and 
America, which are ftill immerfed in the gloom 
of fuperftition. 

The Libri Carolmi (Spanheim, p.443 — ^539.)? compofed m ihe 
palace or winter-quarters of Charlemagne, at Worms, A.D, 790 ; and 
lent by Engebert to Pope Hadrian I. who anfw'-ered them by a grandis 
et verbofa epiftola (Concil. tom. viiL p. 1553.). The Carolines propofe 
230 objedlions againft the ISFicene fynod, and fuch words as thefe are 
the fiowers of their riietoiic—-dem€ntiam prifcse Gentilitatis obfoletum 
errorem . . . . , argumenta infaniliima et abfurdiffima • «,. derifione 
dignas nsenias, &c. &c. 

The aflemblies of Charlemagne were political, as well as ecclefi- 
aftical ; and the three hundred members (Nat. Alexander, fec.viiiV 
p. 5 3.) who fat and voted at Franhfort, muft include not only the 
biihops, but the abbots, and even the principal laymen. 

• ® Sul fupra fainSliffima patres noftri (eplfcopi et facerdotes) 

fcrvitium et adorationem imaginum reniientes contempferunt, 
atque confentientes conderanaverunt (Concil. tom. ix.p.ioi. Canon iL 
Frankfurd), A polemic muft be hard-hearted indeed, who does 
not pity the eiforts of Baronius, Pagl, Alexander Maimbom^, 
to elude this unlucky fentence. 
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It was after the Nicene lynod, and under the CHAP, 
reign of the pious Irene, that the popes confura- . . 

mated the feparation of Rome and Italy, by the Final fepa- 
tranflation of the empire to the lefs orthodox 
Charlemagne. They were compelled to chufe be- from the 
tween the rival nations : religion was not the 

^ ' eiHpirej ' 

foie motive of their choice ; and while they dif- a.d. 
fembled the failings of tlieir friends, they beheld, 774—800. 
with reluctance and fufpicion, the Catholic vir- 
tues of their foes. The difference of language 
and manners had perpetuated the enmity of the 
two capitals ; and they were alienated from each 
other by the hoftile oppofition of fevehty years. 

In that fchifm the Romans had tailed of freedom , 
and the popes of fovereignty : their fubmiffioii 
would have expofed them to the revenge of a 
jealous tyrant ; and the revolution of Italy had 
betrayed the impotence, as well as the tyranny, 
of the Byzantine court. The Greek emperors had 
reftored the images, but they had not reftored 
the Calabrian eftates®® and the Illyrian diocefe®*, 

Tlieopiianes (p. 343.)fpecifies thofe of Sicily and Calabria, wKicIi 
yielded an annual rent of three talents and a half of gold (perhaps 
7000I. fterling). Liutprand more pompoufly enumerates the patri« 
monies of the Roman church in Greece, Judaea, Perfia, Mefopotamia;^ 

Babylonia, Egypt, and Lybia, which were detained by the injufHce of 
the Greek emperor (Legat. ad Nicephorum, in Script. Rerum Italica-* 
ram, tom. ii. pars i. p. 4 8 1.). 

The great diocefe of the Eaftern Illyricum, with Apulia, Ca-^ 
labria, and Sicily (Thomallin, Difcipline de FEglife, tom. L p. 145.} : 
by the confeffion of the Greeks the patriarch of Conftantinople had 
detached from Rome the metropolitans of TheflMonica, Athens, Co- 
rinth, Nicopolis, and Patrse (Luc. Holften, Geograph. Sacra, p. aa.) : 
and his fpiritual coD<j!ueii:s extended to Naples and Amalphi (Giannone^ 

Iftoria Civile di Napolii tom. i* p« 517— -5x4. Pagi, A*D. 730* 

No. II.). ■; 

which 
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<j H A P- which the Iconoclafls had torn away from the 
XLIX. ^ fucceffors ofSt.Peter; and Pope Adrian threatens 
them with afentence of excoramunication unlefs 
theyfpeedily abjure this pra6lical herely ®^ The 
Greeks were now orthodox, but their religion 
might be tainted by the breath of the reigning 
monai’ch : the Franks were now contumacious j 
but a difcerning eye might difcern their ap- 
proaching converfion from the ufe, to the adora- 
tion, of images. The name of Charlemagne was 
ftained by the polemic acrimony of his fcribes ; 
but the conqueror himfelf conformed, with the 
temper of a ftatefman, to the various praSice of 
France and Italy. In his four pilgrimages or 
vifits to the Vatican, he embraced the popes in 
the communion of friendfliip and piety ; knelt 
before the tomb, and confequently before the 
image of the apollle ; and joined, without fcru- 
ple, in all the prayers and proceffions of the 
Roman liturgy. Would prudence or gratitude 
allow the pontiffs to renounce their benefadlor ? 
Had they a right to alienate his gift of the Ex- 
archate? Had they power to abolifti his govern- 
ment of Rome ? The title of patrician was below 
the merit and greatnefs of Charlemagne ; and it 
was only by reviving the Weftern empire that 

In hoc oflenditur, quia ex uno capitulo ab errore reverfis, in aliis 
duobus, in eodeiji (was it the fame ?) permaneant errore . . . o de 
dioceli S. R. E. feu de patrimoniis iterum increpantes commonemus? ut 
jfi ea reRituere noluerit hereticum eum pro hujufmodi errore perfevantia 
decernemus (Epift. Hadrian. Papas ad Carolum Magnum? in ConciL 
tom. viii. p.1598.) ; to which he adds a reafon, moll diredlly oppofite 
to his condu< 5 i:, that he preferred the falvation of fouls and rule of 
faith to the goods of this tranfitory world. 
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tliey could pay their obligations to fecure their C H A P, 
eftablifliment. By this decifive meafure they . 

would finally eradicate the claims of the Greeks 
from the debafement of a provincial town, the 
majefty of Rome would be reftored ; the Latin 
Chriftians would be united under a fupreme 
head, in their ancient metropolis ; and the con- 
querors of the Well would receive their crown 
from the fucceffors of St. Peter. The Roman 
church would acquire a zealous and refpe6lable 
advocate; and, under the lhadow of the Carlo- 
vingian power, the bifliop might exercile, with 
honour and fafety, the government of the city 

Before the ruin of paganifm in Rome, the com- Corona- 
petition for a wealthy billiopric had often been 
productive of tumult and bloodflied. The peo- magne as 
pie was lefs numerous, but the times were more 
fitvage, the prize more important, and the chair andofthe 
of St. Peter was fiercely difputed by the leading 
ecclefiallics who alpired to the rank of fovereigu. Dec. 35. 
The reign of Adrian the Firft®® furpafies the mea- 

Fontanini conliders the emperors as no more than the advocates 
of the church (advocatus et defenfor S. R. E. See Ducange? Glofh Lat« 
tom. i. p. 397.). His antagonift Muratori reduces the popes to be no 
more than the exarchs of the Emperor. In the more equitable view 
of Moflieim (Inftitut. Hift. Ecclef. p. 264? 365.), they held Rome under 
the empire as the moft honourable fpecies of fief or benefice — premun- 
tur node caliginofa ! 

His merits and hopes are fummed up in an epitaph of thirty-eight 
verfesj of which Charlemagne declares himfelfthe author (ConciL tom. 
viii. p. 530.). 

Pofi: patrem iacrymans Carolus haec carmina fcripfi. 

Tu mihi dulcis amor, te modo pi ango pater • 

Nomina jungo fimul tituiis, clarifiime, nofira 
Adrianus, Carolus, rex ego, tuque pater. 

The poetry might be fupplied by Alcuin; but the tears, the moft 
glorious tribute, can only belong to Charlemagne. ' 

13 fure 
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^ fiicceeding ages®°j the walls of 

Rome, the facred patrimony, the ruin of the 
Lombards, and the friendlhip of Charlernagne, 
were the trophies of his fame: he fecretly edi- 
fied the throne of hisfucceffors, anddiiplayed in 
a narrow fpace the virtues of a great prince. His 
memory was revered ; but in the next eledtion, 
a prieft of the Lateran, Leo the Third, was pre- 
ferred to the nephewand the favourite of Adrian, 
whom he had promoted to the firfl; dignities of 
the church. Their acquiefcence or repentance 
difgu ifed, above four years, th e blacked intention 
of revenge, till the day of a procefixon, when a fu- 
rious band of confpirators difperfed the unarmed 
multitude, and affaulted with blows and wounds 
the facred perfon of the pope. But their enterprife 
on his life or liberty was difappointed, perhaps by 
their own confnfion and remorfe. Leo was left 
for dead on the ground ; on his revival from the 
fwoon, the effedl of hislofs of blood, he recovered 
his fpeech and fight j and this natural event was 

improved to the miraculous retlorationof his eyes 
and tongue, of which he had been deprived, twice 
deprived, by the knife of the affaflans’h From 

Every new pope is admoniihed— « Saafte Pater, non videbis an- 
« nos Petri,” twenty five yeare. On the whole ferles the average is 
•about eight years — a Ihort hope for an ambitious cardinal. 

The aflurance of Anaftaflus (tom. ili. pars i. p. 197, 198.) is fup. 

ported by the credulity of feme French annalifls; but Eglnhard, and 

other writers of the fame age, are more natural and fmcere. « Unus 
« ei occulus paullulum eft tefus,” fays John the deacon of Naples 
(Vit. Epifcop. Napol. in Scriptores Muratori, tom. i, pars ii. p. 31s.]. 
Theodolphus, a contemporary bllhop of Orleans, obferves with pru- 

ience (L iii. carm. 

Reddita fiint rairuiti efl : muruiii ell aoferre ne^uille® , 

Efl tiimm in diibio>hinc icairer aut inde magif® 

lis 
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Ms prifon, he efcaped to the Vatican ; the Duke c 
of Spoleto hailened to his refcue, Charlemagne 
fympathifed in his injury, and in his camp of Pa- 
derborn in Weftphalia accepted or folicited a 
vifit from the Roman pontiff. Leo repaffed the 
Alps with a coromiffion of counts and bifliops, 
the guards of his fafety and the judges of hiS in- 
nocence j and it was not without reludtance, that 
the conqueror of the Saxons delayed till the 
enfuing year the perfonal difcharge of this pious 
office. In his fourth and laft pilgrimage, he was 
received at Rome with the due honours of king 
and patrician : Leo was permitted to purge him- 
felf by oath of the crimes imputed to his charge : 
his enemies were filenced, and the facrilegious 
attempt againft his life was punilhed by the mild 
and infufficient penalty of exile. On the faftival 
of Chrillmas, the lalt year of the eighth century, 
Charlemagne appeared in the church of St.Peter ; 
and, to gratify the vanity of Rome, he had ex- 
changed the limple drefs of his country for the 
habit of a patrician’^ After the celebration 
of the holy myfteries, Leo fuddenly placed a 
precious crown on his head”, and the dome 

Twice, at the requeft of Hadrian and Leo, he appeared at Rome, 
— longa tunica etchlamyde ami<Si:us,et calceamentis quoque Romano 
more formatis* Egiiihard (c.xxiii* p, S09— 1x3*) defcribes,iike Sue* 

.. tonius, the iimplicity of his drefs. To popular in the mation, that when 
Charles the' Bald returned to France in a foreign habit, the patriotic 
■dogs barked at the apoilate (Gaillard, Vie de Chaiimagne, tom* ir« 
109.). 

See Anaftatius (p. 199.) and Eginhard (c. xxvilL 1^4— 

The, unllion is mentioned by Theophanes. (p. Bqp*), the oath by Sigo- 
nius ' (from" the Ordo Romaniis), and the Pope V adoration more anti» 
quorum priiicipum, by the Aiinales Sertiniani (Script. Murator, tom. ii. 
pars IL p. 505.')» 
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CHAP, refounded with the acclamations of the people, 

. , “ Long life and vidlory to Charles, the moft 

“ pious Auguftus, crowned by God the great and 
“ pacific Emperor of the Eoinans !” The head 
and body of Chaidemagne were confecrated by 
the royal undlion: after the example of the Caa- 
farsj he was faluted or adored by the pontiff; his 
coronation oath reprefents a promife to maintain 
the faith and privileges of the church ; and the 
firft fruits were paid in his rich offerings to the 
fhrine of the apoftle. In his familiar converfa- 
tion, the emperor protefled his ignorance of the 
intentions of Leo, which he would have difap- 
pointed by his abfence on that memorable day. 
But the prepaj'ations of the ceremony muff have 
difclofed the fecret; and the journey of Charle- 
magne reveals his knowledge and expedlation: 
he had acknowledged that the Imperial title was 
the objedt of his ambition, and a Roman fenate 
had pronounced, that it w'as the only adequate 
reward of his merit and fervices®-^. 

Reign and The appellation of great has been often be- 
of arie- fometimes deferved, but Charle- 

inagne, MAGNB is the Only prince in whofe favour the 
76^—814 been indiffolubly blended with the name. 

This great event of the tranllation or reiloratlon of the empire, is 
related and difculled by Natalis Alexander (fecul. ix. diiTert. L p. 390 
— 397.), Pagi (tom. iii. p. 418.), Muratori (Annali d’ltalia, tom. vL 
p. 339 “*352.), Sigonius (de Regno Italise, I. iv. 0 pp. tom. ii. p. 247 — 
251.), Spanheim (de Tranflatione Imperii), Giannone (tom. i- 
P* 395 — 405.), St. Marc (AbregeChronologique,tom. i. p.438—450.), 
Gaiilard (Hift. de Charlemagne, tom. ii. p.386 — 446.). Almoil all thefe 
moderns have fome religious or national bias. 
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That name, with the addition of Joints is inferted c H A P. 
in the Roman calendar ; and the faint, by a rare ^ 

felicity, is crowned with the praifes of the hifto- 
rians and philolbphers of an enlightened age’h 
His real merit is doubtlefs enhanced by the bar- 
barifm of the nation and the times from which he 
emerged : but the apparent magnitude of an ob- 
ject is likewife enlarged by an unequal compa- 
rifon ; and the ruins of Palmyra derive a cafual 
fplendour from the nakednels of the furrounding 
defert. Without injuftice to his fame, I may 
difcern fome blemiflies in the fandlity and great- 
nefs of the reftorer of the Weftern empire. Of 
his moral virtues, chaftity is not the moft con- 
fpicuous : but the public happinefs could not 
be materially injured by his nine wives or con- 
cubines, the various indulgence of meaner or 
more tranlient amours, the multitude of his 
baftards whom he bellowed on the church, and 
the long celibacy and licentious manners of his 

By Mably (Obfervations fur fHifloire de France), Voltaire (Hif- 
toire Generale), Robertfon (Hiftory of Charles V.) and Montefquieu 
(Efprit des Loix, 1 . xxxi. c. i8.) In the year 178^, M. Gaillard pub- 
liihedliis Hiftoire de Charlemagne (in 4 vols. lamo.) which I have 
freely and profitably ufed. The author is a man of fenfe and huma* 
nity ; and his work is laboured with induRry and elegance. But I 
have likewife examined the original monuments of the reigns of Pepin 
and Charlemagne, in the 5th volume of the Hiftorians of France# 

The vifion of Weltin, compofed by a monk, eleven years after 
the death of Charlemagne, fhews him in purgatory, with a vulture who 
is perpetually gnawing the guilty member, while the reft of his body, 
the emblem of his virtues, is found and perfetft (fee Gaillard, tom. ii« 

P« '■ 
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CHAP, daughters whom the father was fufpedted of 

, . loving with too fond a paffion. I lhall be fcarcely 

permitted to accufe the ambition of a conqueror; 
but in a day of equal retribution, the Ions of his 
brother Carloman, the Merovingian princes of 
Aquitain, and the four thoufand five hundred 
Saxons who were beheaded on the fame fpot, 
would have fomething to allege againilthe juftice 
and humanity of Charlemagne. His treatment 
of the vanquilhed Saxons was an abufe of the 
right of conqueft ; his laws were not lefs fan- 
guinaiy than his arms, and in the difcuflion of 
his motives, whatever is fubtradled from bigotry 
muft be imputed to temper. The fedentary 
reader is amazed by his inceffant activity of mind 
and body; and his fubjedls and enemies were not 
lefs aftonilhed at his fudden prefence, at the mo- 
ment when they believed him at the mofl diftant 
extremity of the empire ; neither peace nor war, 
nor fummer nor winter, were a feafon of repofe : 
and our fancy cannot eafily reconcile the annals of 
his reign with the geography of his expeditions. 

f. ■ ■ . • ■ ■ ■ , " ■ 

The marriage of %iiahard with Immaj daughter of Charles 
magne> is, in my opiuioh, fufficiently refuted by the probrum and 
fufpido that fuUied thefe fair damfels, without excepting his own wife 
(c. xix. p. 98— 100. cum Notis Schmincke), The hufband muft have 
been too ftrongTor the hiftorian. , 

Befides the malTacres and tranfmigrationsj the pain of death was 
pronounced againft the following crimes : i. The refufal of baptifm» 

1^. The falfe pretence of baptifm. 3* A relapfe to idolatr)% 4, The 
murder of a prieft or bifhop. 5. Human facrifices. 6* Eating meat in 
Lent* , But every crime muft be , expiated by baptifm or penance 
(Gaillard, tom. ii. p. 141 — 247.): and the Chriftian Saxons became 
the friends and equals of the Franks (Struv® Corpus Hlft® Germanlcsc, 
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But this atilivity was a national I'ather thana per- 
ional virtue ; the vagrant life of a Frank was 
t]>ent in the chafe, in pilgrimage, in military ad- 
ventures; and the jouniies of Chaiieinagne were 
diftinguiftied only by a more nuilieroiis train and 
amore impoidant purpofe. His military renown 
muft be tried by the fcrufciny of his troops, his 
enemies, and his a6lions.'’ Alexander conquered 
with the arms of Philip, but the two heroes who 
preceded Charlemagne, beq[ueathed him their 
name, their examples, and the companions of 
their vidlories. At the head of his veteran and 
fuperior armies, he oppreffed the favage or de- 
generate nations, who were incapable of con- 
federating for their common fafety : nor did he 
ever encounter an equal antagonift in numbers, 
in difcipline, or in arms. The fcience of war has 
been loft and revived with the arts of peace ; but 
his campaigns are not illuftrated by any fiege or 
battle of lingular difficulty and fuccefs ; and he 
might behold, with envy, the Saracen trophies of 
his grandfather. After his Spanilh expedition, 
his rear-guard was defeated in the Pyrensean 
mountains ; and the foldiers, wdiofe lituatiou w'as 
iiTetrievable, and whofe valour was iifelefs, might 
acGufe, with their laft breath, the want of Ikill or 
caution of their general®*. I touch with re- 
verence the laws of Charlemagne, fo highly ap- 
plauded by a refpedlable judge. They compofe 

Ie this a6lion the famous Rutland, Rolando, Orlando, was flain 
eum pluribus aliis. See the truth in Eginhard (c. 9. p, 51—56.} 
and the fable in an ingenious Supplement of M. Gaillard (tom. iii. 
p. 474). The Spaniards are ■ too proud of a vi<!^ory' which hiRory 
afcribes to the Gafcons, and romance to the Saracen#. 
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not a fyftenij but a feries, of occalional and mi- 
nute edicts, for the corredlion of abufes, the re- 
formation of manners, the Geconoiny of his farms, 
the care of his poultry, and even the fale of his 
eggs. He wiihed to improve the laws and the 
charadler of the Franks j and his attempts, how- 
ever feeble and imperfedt, are deferving ofpraife : 
the inveterate evils of the times, were fufpended 
or molified by his government ; but in his in- 
ilitutions I can feldom difcover the general views 
and the immortal Ipirit of a legillator, who fur- 
vives himfelf for the benefit of poflerity. The 
union and ftability of his empire depended on 
the life of a fingle man : he imitated the dan- 
gerous practice of dividing his kingdoms among 
his Tons; and, after his numerous diets, the whole 
conftitution was left to flu6luate between the 
diforders of anarchy and defpotifm. His efteem 
for the piety and knowledge of the clergy 
tempted him to entruft that afpiring order with 
temporal dominion and civil jurifdidtion ; and 
his Ion Lewis, when he was dripped and de- 
graded by the bifliops, might accufe, in fome 
meafure, the imprudence of his father. His 
laws enforced the impofition of tithes, becaufe 
the daemons had proclaimed in the air that the 
default of payment had been the caufe of the laft 
fcarcity'°'. The literary merits of Charlemagne 

are 

Yet Sclimidt, from tlie beft authorities, reprefents the interior 
diforders and oppreliion of his reign (Hill, des Allemands, tom.ii. 

p.4J— 49-)- 

Omnis homo ex fua proprietate legitimam decimam ad ec- 
defiant conferat. Expeiimento emm didicimus, in tjuo ilia 

valida 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 179 

afe atlefted by the foundation of fchools, the chap. 
introdiidlion of arts, the works which were pub- . . 

iifiied in his name, and his familiar connexion 
with the hibjefts and ftrangers whom he invited 
to his court to educate both the prince and 
people. His own ftudies were tardy, laborious, 
and imperfect;; if he fpoke Latin, and under- 
ftood Greek, he derived the rudiments of know- 
ledge from converfation, rather than from books j 
and, in his mature age, the Emperor drove to 
acquire the pradlice of writing, which every 
peafant now learns in his infancy *". The gram- 

mar and logic, the mufic and aftronomy, of the 
times, were only cultivated as the handmaids of 
fuperflition ; but the curiofity of the human, 
mind mull ultimately tend to its improvement, 
and the encouragement of learning reflects the 
purefl; and mod pleafing ludi-e on the chara6ler of 
Charlemagne'". The dignity of his perfon'”**, 

the 

valida fames irrepfitj ebullire vacuas iinnonas a dsemombus (levora;tas> 
et voces exprobatlonis aiiditas. Such is the decree and affertion of the 
great Council of Frankfort (canon XXV. tom. ix. p. 105. BothSelden 
(Hift. of Tithes; Works, vol. hi. part ii. p. 1146.) and Montefquieu 
(Efprit des Loix, 1 . xxxi. c. i^.) reprefent Charlemagne as the firfl: kgai 
author of tithes. Such obligations have countiy gentlemen to his 
memory! ^ _ 

Eglnhard (c. 35. p. I19.) clearly affirms, tentabat et fcribere . . « 
fed paiTim profpere fucceffit labor prsepofterus et fero inchoatus. The 
moderns have perverted and corredled this obvious meaning, and tlie 
title of M. Gaillard’s DilTertatioh (tom.iii. p. 5^4 7—260.) betrays his 
partiality. 

See Gailkrd, tom. iii. p« 138 —176. and Schmidt, tom. H. p. ,121 

M. Gaillard (tom.iii. p. 372.) fixes the true llature of Charle- 
magne (fee a Biffertation of Marquard Freher ad calcem Eglnhart, 
p. 220, &c.) at five feet nine inches of French, about fix feet one inch, 
and a fourth EnglM meafure. , The romance writers have , increafed it , 
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the length of his feign, the profperity of his arms, 
the vigour of his government, and the reverence 
of diftant nations, diftinguifti him from the 
royal crowd j and Europe dates a new sera from 
his refloration of the Weflern empire. 

That empire was not unworthy of its title"^ 5 
^and ibme of the faireft kingdoms of Europe 
were the patrimony or conqueft of a prince, 
who reigned at the fame time in France, Spain, 
Italy, Germany, and Hungary '“=®. I. The Roman 
province of Gaul had been transformed into the 
name and monarchy of France *, but, in the decay 
of the Merovingian line, its limits were con- 
tracted by tRe independence of the Britons 
and the revolt of Aquitaine Charlemagne pur- 
fued, and confined, the Britons on the fhores 
of the ocean; and that ferocious tribe, whofe 
origin and language are fo different from the 
French, was chaftifed by the impofition of 
tribute, hoftages, and peace. After a long 
and evafive contefl, the rebellion of the dukes 

to eight feet, and the giant was endowed with matchlefs fltrength and 
appetite ; at a fingle ftroke of his good fword Icyeufe^ he cut afunder 
an horfenmnand Ms hoiCe ; at a finglerepait he devoured a goofe, two 
fowls, a quarter c£ mutton, 

See the concife, but corre «51 and original, work of D’AnviOe (Etat® 
formes en Europe apres la Chute de FEmpire Remain en Occident, 
Paris, X771, in 4to.), whofe map includes the empire of Charlemagne ; 
the different parts are illuibrated, by Valefitas (Notitia Galliaram) for 
' France, Beretti (Diliertatio Chorographica) for Italy, deMarca (Marca 
Hifpanica) for Spain. For the middle geography of Germany, I con-r 
* fefs myfelf poor and deltitute. 

After a brief relation of his wars and conquefts (Vit. Carol. 

■ c. 5-— 24.), Eginhard recapitulates, in a few words (0.15.), the 

■ Countries 'fubje< 5 l to his empire. Struvius (Corpus" Hift. German. 

' p. 1 1 8^’ 749*) has inferted in his Hptes the texts ; of .the -pM; Chro- 
' nicies. 
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of Aquitain was puniflied by the forfeiture of chap. 
their province, their liberty, and their lives. . ^ 

Harfli and rigorous Vv^oiild have been fuch treat- 
ment of ambitious governors, who had too faith- 
fully copied the mayors of the palace. But a 
recent difcovery^’ has proved that tliele un- 
happy princes were the laft and lawful heirs of 
the blood and fceptreof Clovis, a younger branch, 
from the brother of Dagobert, of the Merovin- 
gian houfe. Their ancient kingdom was reduced 
to the dutchy of Gafcogne, to the counties of 
Fefenzac and Armagnac, at the foot of the Pyre- 
nees: their race was propagated till the begin- 
ning of the fixteenth century ; and, after furviving 
their Carlovingian tyrants, they were referved to 
feel the injuftice or the favours of a third dynafty. 

By the re-union of Aquitain, France was enlarged 
to its prefent boundaries, with the additions of 
the Netherlands and Spain, as far as the Rhine. 

11. The Saracens had been expelled from France Spain.- 
by the grandfather and father of Charlemagne ; 
but they Hill poffeffed the greateft part of Spain, 
from the rock of Gibraltar to the Pyrenees. 

Amidft their civil divilions, an Arabian emir of 
Saragoffa implored his protedlion in the diet of 
Paderborn. Charlemagne undertook the expe- 
dition, reftored the emir, and, without diftinSion 

Of a cliarter granted to the .moiiaflery of A!ao» (A. B. 845) by 
Charles the Baldj which deduces this royal pedigree. I doubt whether 
fome fubfequent links of the ixth and xth centuries are equally firm 5 yet ■ 
the whole is approved and defended by M. Gaillard (tom. ii, p. 60—81. 
ao3~;"'2o6.)3 who affirms that the family of Montefquieu (not of the- - 
Frefident de Blotitefquieu)is defcended in the female hue from- Ciotair©" ■■ 
and Clovis—™ an innocent, pretenlion! 

N 3 of 
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CHAP, of faith, impartially crufiied the refinance of the 
, _ Chrlftians, and rewarded the obedience and fer- 

vice of the Mahometans. In his abfence he 
inftituted the Spani/li tnarch which extended 
from the Pyrenees to the river Ebro : Barcelona 
was the refidence of the French governor; he 
poffefled the counties of and CaitefowM/ 

and the infant kingdoms of Navarre and Arragon 
ftaty. were fiabje6t to his jurifdidlion. III. As King of 

the Lombards, and patrician of Rome, he reign- 
ed over the greateft part of Italy a tra6t of a 
thouland miles from the Alps to the borders of 
Calabria. The dutchy of Beneventum, a Lom- 
bard fief, had fpread, at the expence of the 
Greeks, over the modern kingdom of Naples. 
But Arrechis, the reigning duke, refufed to be 
included in the flavery of his country ; alTumed 
the independent title of prince ; and oppofed 
his fword to the Carlovingian monarchy. His 
defence was firm, his fubmiflion was not inglo- 
rious, and the Emperor was content with an 
eafy tribute, the demolition of his fortrefifes, 
and the acknowledgment, on his coins, of a 
fupreme lord. The artful flattery of his fon 
Grimoald added the appellation of father, but 
he afiTerted his dignity with prudence, and Bene- 

ic8 governors or counts of tlie Spaniili marcli revolted from 
Ciiarles the Simple about the year 9001 and a poor pittance? the 
Roulilloii} has been recovered in 164Z by the kings of France (Lon- 
gueme? Defcription de la France? tom. i.p.^i^o — Yet the 
Eoufillon contains 188,900 fubjeds, and annually pays 2,600,000 
ii%>res (Necker, Adminiftration des Finances, tom. i.p. 278— *279.)^; 
more people perhaps, and doubtlefs more money, than the march of 
Charlemagne. 

Schmidt, Hiii:. des Allmands, torn* iL |)« 2po, 

ventuiH 
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Tentum infenfibly efcaped from the French chap. 
yobe“°. IV. Charlemagne was the firll who ^CLix. 
united Germany under the fame feeptre. The Germany, 
name of Gn'ewto/ Prance is preferved in the circle 
o? Franconia ; and the people of Heffe and 
rmgia were I'ecentiy in eoi’porated with the vic- 
tors, by the conformity of religion and govern- 
ment. The Akmannty fo formidable to the 
Romans, were the faithful vaffals and con- 
federates of the Franks ; and their country was 
infcribed within the modern limits of Alface, 

Swabia f and Switzerland, The Bavarians, with 
a fimilar indulgence of their laws and manners, 
were lefs patient of a mailer; the repeated trea- 
fons of Talillo jullified the abolition of her here- 
ditary dukes j and their power was fliared among 
the counts, who judged and guarded that im- 
portant frontier. But the north of Germany, 
from the Rhine and beyond the Elbe, was llilf 
hollile and Pagan ; nor was it till after a war of 
thirty-three years that the Saxons bowed under 
the yoke of Chrid and of Charlemagne. The 
idols and their votaries were extirpated : the 
foundation of eight bilhoprics, of Munfter, Ofna- 
burgh, Paderborn, and Minden, of Bremen, 
Verden, Hildelheim, and Halberftadt, define, on 
either fide of the Wefer, the bounds of ancient 
Saxony ; thefe epifcopal feats were the firll 
fchools and cities of that lavage land ; and the 
religion and humanity of the children atoned, 
in fome degree, for the maflTacre of the parents. 

Beyond the Elbe, the Slavi, or Sclayonians, of 

See Giaimoacj torn* p* 374? 375*3. tlie A.wls of Muratori* 

N 4 fimilar 
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CHAP, fimilar maBners and various denominations,. 
. , overfpread the modern dominions of PrulBa, Po- 

land, and Bohemia, and fome tranfient marks of 
obedience have tempted the French hiftorian to 
extend the empire to the Baltic and the Viftula. 
The conqiieft or converfion of thofe countries is 
of a more recent age ; but the firft union of Bo- 
hemia with the Germanic body may be juftly 
Hungary, afcribed to the arms of Charlemagne. V. He 
retaliated on the Avars, or Finns, of Pannonia, 
the fame calamities which they had inflidled on 
the nations. Their rings, the wooden fortifica- 
tions, which encircled their diftridls and villages, 
were broken down by the triple effort of a French 
army, that was poured into their country by 
land and water through the Carpathian moun- 
tains and along the plain of the Danube. After 
a bloody conflidl of eight years, the lofs of fome 
French generals was avenged by the flaughter 
of the moft noble Huns : the relics of the na- 
tion fubinitted : the royal refidence of the cha- 
gan was left defolate and unknown ; and the 
treafki;eSj the rapine of two hundred and fifty 
years, enriched the vidlorious troops, or de- 
corated the churches of Italy and Gaul'". 
After the redufilion of Pannouia, the empire 
of Charlemagne was bounded only by the con- 
flux of the Danube with the Teyfs and the 
Save : the provinces of Illria, Libuniia, and Dal- 

. Qiiot ■ prselia in eo geiha 1, quantum fanguinis eifu&m lit ! Tel^ 

’ . t&tur vacua omni Iiabitatioue. -Pannonia^ et locus, in. quo regia Cagani 

,fuit ita defertus, ut ne veitigiiim quidera humanse Jiabitationis appareaL.' 
Tota in hoc beiio Hunnorum nobilitas periit? tota gloria deciclitj omnis 
Ijccunia et congefti ex longo tempore tliefaiiri direpti font* 
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matia, were an eafy, thougli unprofitable, accef- c H A P. 
fion ; and it was an efie6t of bis moderation, that . 

be left the maritime cities under the real or 
nominal fovereignty of the Greeks. But thefe 
diftant pofleffions added more to the reputation 
than to the power of the Latin Emperor ; nor 
did he rilk any ecclefiaftical foundations to 
reclaim the Barbarians from their vagrant life 
and idolatrous worfliip. Some canals of com- 
munication between the rivers, the Saone and 
the Meufe, the Rhine and the Danube, were 
faintly attempted Their execution would 
have vivified the empire; aird more coll and 
labour were often walled in the llru^ure of a 
cathedral. 

If we retrace the outlines of this geographical His neigh- 
pi<a;ure, it will be feen that the empire of the eneSe^'^ 
Pranks extended, between eaft and well, from the 
Ebro to the Elbe or Viftula ; between the north 
and fouth, from the dutchy of Beneventum to the 
river Eyder, the perpetual boundary of Germany 
and Denmark. The perfonal and political im- 
portance of Charlemagne was magnified by the 
dillrefs and divifion of the reft, of Europe. The 
illands of Great Britain and Ireland were dif- 
puted by a crowd of princes of Saxon or Scottilh 
origin ; and, after the lofs of Spain, the Chriftian 

The jundlion of the Rhine and Damibe was undertaken only 
for the fervice of the Pannonian war (Gaillardj Vie de Charlemagnej, 
tomJL p. 31a' — 32:5.)» The canal, which would have been only two 
leagues in length, and of which fome traces are ftili extant in Swabia, 
was interrupted by exceffive rains, military avocations, and fuperftitious 
fears, (Schdepfliiij Hift* de PAcadeinie'.des infcriptions, tom.xviiii. 
p« a56. MoHmina fluviorum, &c« jungendorum, p. 

and 
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P, and Gothic kingdom of Alphonfo the Chafte was 
• confined to the narrow range of the Allurian 
mountains. Thefe petty fovereigns revered the 
power or virtue of the Carlovingian monarch, 
implored the honour and fupport of his alliance, 
and llyled him their common parent, the foie and 
fupreme Emperor of the Weft"^. He maintained 
a more equal intercourfe with the caliph Harun 
al Eafhid”*, whofe dominion ftretched from 
Africa to India, and accepted from his ambalTa- 
dors a tentj a water-clock, an elephant, and the 
keys of the holy fepulchre. It is not eafy to 
conceive the private friendfliip of a Frank and an 
Arab, who were llrangers to each other’s per- 
fon, and language, and religion: but their public 
correfpondence was founded on vanity, and their 
remote fituation left no room for a competition 
of intereft. Two-thirds of the Weftern empire of 
Rome were fubjedt to Charlemagne, and the de- 
ficiency was amply fupplied by his command of 
the inacceflible or invincible nations of Germany. 
But in the choice of his enemies, we may be rea- 
fonably furprifed that he fo often preferred the 
poverty of the north to the riches of the fouth. 
The three-and'thirty campaigns laborioufly con- 
fumed in the woods and moraffes of Germany, 

See Eglnhard, c. i6. and Gailiard, tom.ii. p. 36i“—385.> wlio 
mentions, with a loofe reference, the intercourfe of Charlemagne and 
Egbert, the Emperor’s gift of his own fword, and the modeft anfwer 
of his Saxon difciple. The anecdote, if genuine, would have adorned 
our Englilh hiftories. 

The correfpondence is mentioned only in the French annals, and 
the Orientals are ignorant of the caliph’s friendfhip for the 

— a polite appellation, which Harun bellows on the Emperor of 
the Greeks. 

would 
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'would have fufficed to affert the amplitude of his c H AP. 
titleby the expulfion of the Greeks from Italy and 
the Saracens from Spain. The weaknefs of the 
Greeks would have enfured an ealy victory : and 
the holy crufade againfl the Saracens would have 
been prompted by glory and revenge, and loudly 
juftified by religion and policy. Perhaps, in his 
expeditions beyond the Rhine and the Elbe, he 
afpired to fave his monarchy fi’om the fate of 
the Roman empire, to difarm the enemies of ci- 
vilized fociety, and to eradicate the feed of future 
emigrations. But it has been wifely obferved, 
that in a light of precaution, all conqueft muft 
be ine£Fe 6 lual, uhlefs it could be univerfalj Qnce 
the increafing circle muft be involved in a larger 
fphere of hoftility The fubjugation of Ger- 
many withdrew the veil which had fo long con- 
cealed the continent or iflands of Scandinavia 
from the knowledge of Europe, and awakened the 
torpid courage of their barbarous natives. The 
fierceft of the Saxon idolaters efcaped from the 
Chriftian tyrant to their brethren of the North; 
the Ocean and Mediterranean were covered 
with their piratical fleets; and Charlemagne be- 
held with a figh the deftrudlive progrefs of the 
Normans, who, in lefs than feventy years, pre- 
cipitated the fall of his race and monarchy. 

Plad the pope and the Romans revived the pri- His fuc- 
mitive conftitution, the titles of emperor and 
Auguftus were conferred on Charlemagne for the 814-1887, 

. in Itetyi 

'^VGaiiiard, tom.iL p.36s^ — 365. 471-—476. 49a. I have bor- 
rowed bis judicious remarks on Charlemagne’s plan of conqueft, and 
the judicious diftintftion of his enemies of the firft and the fecond 
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CHAP, term of his life ; and his fucceffors, on each va- 
. , cancy, muft have afcended the throne by a formal 

or tacit elefilion. But the affociation of his fon 
Lewis the Pious afferts the independent right of 
monarchy and conqiieft, and the Emperor feems 
on this occafion to have forefeen and prevented 
A.D. 8x3. the latent claims of the clergy. The royal youth 
was commanded to take the crown from the altar, 
and with his own hands to place it on his head, 
as a gift which he held from God, his father, and 
the nation The fame ceremony was repeated, 

though with lefs energy, in the fubfequent aflb- 
ciations of Lothaire and Lewis the Second : the 
Carlovingian fceptre was tranfmitted from fa- 
ther to fon in a lineal defcent of four genera- 
tions j and the ambition of the popes was reduced 
to the empty honour of crowning and anoint- 
ing thefe hereditary princes who were already 
invefted with their power and dominion. The 
P^®^*-** Lewis furvived bis brothers, and embraced' 
A.b. whole empire of Charlemagne ; but the 

S14 — 840. nations and the nobles, his bifhops and bis chil- 
dren, quickly difcerned that this mighty mafs 
w>;as no longer infpired by the fame foul 5 and 
the foundations were undermined to the centre, 
while the external furfaee was yet fair and en- 
tire. After a war, or battle, which confuraed 
one hundred thoufand Franlcs, the eninire 
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Thegan? tlie Biograplier of Lewis, relates this coronation; and 
Baronins has honeftly tranfcribed it (A. 0 . 813, ij, &Co See 
Gaillard, tom.ii. p. 506,507,508.), howfoeveradverfe to the claims of 
the popes# For the feries of the Carlovingians, fee the hiftorians of 
France, Italy, and Gei*many; Pfeffei, Schmidt, Velly, Muratori, 
and even Voltaire, whofe pidlures are fometimes juft and always 
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was divided by treaty between his three fons, c H A P. 
who had Afiolated every filial and fraternal duty, ^ 

The kingdoms of Germany and France were for Lothaire i. 
ever feparated; the provinces of Gaul, between 
the Rhone and the Alps, the Meufe and the 
Rhine, were affigned, with Italy, to the Imperial 
dignity of Lothaire. In the partition of his 
fliare, Lorraine and Arles, two recent and tran- 
fitory kingdoms, were bellowed on the younger 
children; and Lewis the Second, his eldell fon, Lewisii. 
was content with the realm of Itafly, the proper 
and fufficient patrimony of a Roman emperor. 

On his death without any male iflue, the vacant 
throne was difputed by his uncles and coufins, 
and the popes moR dexteroufly feized the occa- 
fion of judging the claims and merits of the can- 
didates, and of bellowing on the moll obfequi- 
ous, or moll liberal, the Imperial office of advocate 
of the Roman church. The dregs of the Car- 
lovingian race no longer exhibited any Ij'mptoms 
of virtue or power, and the ridiculous epithets of 
the baldf the Jiammerer, the fat, and the fmple, 
dillinguilhed the tame and uniform features of 
a crowd of kings alike defer ving of oblivion. By 
the failure of the collateral branches, the whole 
inheritance devolved to Charles the Fat, the laft 
emperor of his family ; his infanity authorifed 
the defertion of Germany, Italy and France; 
he w'as depofed in a diet, and folicited liis daily DmConof 
bread from the rebels by whofe contempt bis theempire, 
life and liberty had been Ipared. According to 
the meafure of their force, the governors, the 
bilhops, and the lords, ufurped the fragments of 
the falling empire ; and fome preference waslhewa 

to 
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to the female or illegitimate blood of Chark-* 
magne. Of the greater part, the title and pof- 
feffion were alike doubtful, and the merit was 
adequate to the contracted fcale of their domi- 
nions. Thofe who could appear with an army 
at the gates of Eome were crowned emperors in 
the Vatican ; but their modefty was more fre- 
quently fatisfied with the appellation of kings of 
Italy; and the whole term of feventy-four years 
may be deemed a vacancy, from the abdication 
of Charles the Pat to the eftablifhment of Otho 
the Firft. 

Otho was of tire noble race of the dukes of 
Saxony; and ifhe truly defcended from Witikind, 
the adveifary and profelyte of Charlemagne, the 
poflerity of a vanquiftied people was exalted to 
reign over their conquerors. His father Henry 
the Fowler was eleCled, by the fuffi-age of the 
nation, to fave and inftitute the kingdom of Ger- 
many.. Its limits were enlarged on every fide 
by his ion, the fiill and greateft of the Othos. A 
portion of Gaul to the weft of the Rhine, along 
the banks of the Meufe and the Mofelle, was 
affigned to the Germans, by whofe blood and 


He was the fon of Otho, the fon of Ludolph, In whofe favour 
the dutchy of Saxony had been inflituted, A. D. 85 g. Ruotgerus^ 
the biographer of a St.,Bruno (Bibliot. BuixavknsB Catalog, tom. iij.. 
vol. ii. p. 679.), gives a fpleixdid chara(Ster of his family. Atavorum 
atavi ufque ad hominum memoriam omnes nobiliffimi ; nullus in 
eorum ftirpe ignotus, nuUus degener facile reperitur (apud Struvium, 
Corp. Hift- Gei-man. p. aid.). Yet Gundling (in Henrico Aucupe)i$ 
not fatisfied of his defcent from Witikind. 

*** See the treatife of Conringius (de Finibus Imperii GermanicL 
Francofurt. 1680, in 4to.) : he rejedls the extravagant and improper 
fcale of the Roman and Carlovingian empires, and difcufles with mo- 
deration the rights of Germany, her yafials, and her neighbours. 
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iaiiguage it has been tinged fince the time of chap. 
Csefar and Tacitus. Between the Rhine, the XLix. 
Rhone, and the Alps, the fucceffors of Othoac- 
quired a vain fupremacy over the broken king- 
doms of Burgundy and Arles. In the North, 
Chriftianity was propagated by the fword of ' 

Otho, the conqueror and apoftle of the Slavic 
nations of the Elbe and Oder ; the marches of 
Brandenburg and Slefwick were fortified with 
German colonies ; and the King of Denmark, 
the dukes of Poland and Bohemia, copfelTed 
themfelves his tributary vaflals. At the head of 
a victorious army, he paiTed the Alps, fubdued 
the kingdom of Italy, delivered the pope, and 
for ever fixed the Imperial crown in the name 
and nation of Germany. From that memorable 
aera, two maxims of public jurifprudence were 
introducedby force and ratified by time. l. That 
the prince who was eleCled in the German diet 
acquired, from that inftant, the fubjeCt kingdoms 
of Italy and Rome. II. But that he might not 
legally affume the titles of empei'or and Augufliis 
till he had received the crown froth the hands of 
the Roman pontiff'”®. 

The Imperial dignity of Charlemagne was an- Tranfoo- 
nounced to the Eaft by the alteration of his ftyle; 
and inftead of faluting his fathers, the Greek &Eafterii 
emperors, he prefumed to adopt the more equal empiref. 

■ . The power of cuflom, forces me to number Conrad L and 
Henry I» the Fowler, in the lift of emperors, a title which was never 
alTumed. by thofe kings of Germany, The Italians, Muratori for. 
inftance, are more fcrupulous, and corredl, and , only reckon the 
prince® who hare teen crowned atRome,,. , " 

and 
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CHAP, and familiM appellation of brother '“J' Perhaps 

. , ill his csoxme8;ioii ^ith Irene he afpired to the 

name of hufband ; his einbaliy to Conftantinople 
fpoke the language of peace and'frienclfliip, and 
might conceal a treaty of marriage with that am- 
bitious princofs, who had renounced the moft 
facred duties of a mother. The nature, the du- 
ration, the probable confequences of fuch an 
union between two diftant and diffonant empires, 
it is impoffible to conjecture 5 but the unanimous 
jfiiei’ce of the Latins may teach ua to fufpeCt, 
that the report was invented by the enemies of 
Irene, to charge her with the guilt of betraying 
the church and Hate to the ftrangers of the 
Weft'*'. • The French ambaffadors were the 
fpeCtators, and had nearly been the victims, of 
the confpiracy of Nicephorus, and the national 
hatred. Conftantinople was exafperated by the 
treafon and facrilege of ancient Rome : a pro- 
verb, “ That the Franks were good friends and 
“ bad neighbours,” was in every one’s mouth ; 
but it was dangerous to provoke a neighbour who 
might be tempted to reiterate, in the church of 
St. Sophia, the ceremony of his Imperial corona- 
tion. After a tedious journey of circuitand delay, 


Invidiam tameu fuicepti nominis (O.P. imperatoribus fuperlioc 
ii^dlgnantibus mag'na tulit patieiitia;. vicitqiie eonira contumaciam » « « 
mittend^ ad eus crebas leg-ationes, ct in cpiftolis fratres eos appeliando. 
Eginiiard, c. 28. p. aZo*). IV. haps it was on their account tliat? like 
Augullus, he alfecSIed fome reiu<fhince to receive the empire, 

Theophanes fpeaks of the coronation and und^ion of Cliarlesj^ 
(Chronograph, p. 399*)? and of his treaty of marriage with 
Irene (p. 402.), which is unknown! to the Latins. Gaillard relate® 
his tranfadllons with tlie Greek empire (tom. ii. p. 446»»»-468.}, 
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ambaffadors of Nicephorus found him in his chap, 
camp, on the banks of the river Sala ; and Char- XLIX. 
lemagne affe6led to confound their vanity by 
difplaying, in a Franconian village, the pomp, 
or at leaft the pride, of the Byzantine palace 
The Greeks were fuccelEvely, led through four 
halls of audience ; in the firft they were ready to 
fall proftrate before a fplendid perfonage, in a 
chair of ftate, till he informed them that he was 
only a fervant, the conflable, or mafter of the 
horfe of the Emperor. The fame miftake, and 
the fame anfwer, were repeated in the apartments 
of the count palatine, the fteward, and the 
chamberlain ; and their impatience was gra.. 
dually heightened, till the doors of the prefence- 
chamber were thrown open, and they beheld the 
genuine monarch on his throne, enriched with 
the foreign luxury which he defpiled, and en- 
circled with the love and reverence of his vi6lo- 
rious chiefs. A treaty of peace and alliance was 
concluded between the two empires, and the 
limits of the Eaft and Weft were defined by the 
right of prefent poffeffion. But the Greeks 
foon forgot this humiliating equality, or remem- 
bered it only to hate the Barbarians by whom it 
was extorted. During the fiiort union of virtue 

Gaiilard very properly obferves^ that this pageant vras a farce 
fuitable to children only ; but that it was indeed reprefented in the 
prefence> and for the benefit, of children of a larger growths 

Compare, in the original texts colledled by Fagi (torn* iii. 

7, A* 8^4. N' loj &c.), the contraft of Charlemagne and ' 
his foii'T to the former the ambaffadors of Michael (who were indeed 
difavowed) more fuo id eft lingua Grsecadaudes dixerunt, imperatorem 
eum. et appellantes ; to the latter Focato imperatori Fmnco^. 

run'h 
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and power, they refpe6lfully fainted the augnjt 
Charlemagne with the acclamations of bqjileus, 
and Emperor of the Romans. As foon as thefe 
qualities were feparated in the perfon of his pious 
fon, the Byzantine letters were infcribed, “ To 
*' the King, or as he llyles himfelf, the Emperor 
“ of the Pranks and Lombards.” When both 
power and virtue were extiniSl, they delpoiled 
Lewis the Second of his hereditary title, and, 
with the barbarous appellation of rex or rega^ 
degraded him among the crowd of Latin princes. 
His reply ‘^'*is expreffi ve of his weaknefs: heproves, 
with fome learning, that both in facred and pro- 
fane hiftory the name of king is lynonimous 
with the Greek word bqfiletisx if, at Conflanti- 
nople, it were affumed in a more exclufive and 
imperial fenfe, he claims from his anceftors, and 
from the pope, a juft participation of the honours 
of the Roman purple. The fame controverfy 
was revived in the reign of the Othos ; and their 
ambaflador defcribes, in lively colours, the infb- 
lence of the Byzantine court The Greeks 
afie61:ed f o delpife the poverty and ignorance of 
the Franks and Saxons ; and in their laft decline 

Seethe epifile>in Paratipomenaj of the anon^otis writer of Sa- 
lerno(Scnpt. Ital* tom.ii. pars ii. P.CJ43 — 254. c.93 — s 07.}? whomBa- 
ronius (A. D- N 51 — 71,) miSook for Erchempert, when he 
tranfcribed it in. his Annals. 

Ipfe enim voS) non imperatorem, id efi BaatXia, iiia lingua, fed 
oB mdignationem id regem no!ftravocabat(Liutprand,inLegat. 
in Script. Ital. tom. ii. pars i. p. 479.). The pope had exhorted Nice- 
phonis Emperor of the Greeks-, to make peace with Otho, the augufi; 
Emperor of the Rommis — quse infcriptio fecundum Graecos ^jeccatria 
et temeraria .... imperatorem inquiunt, univerfaknii Romanorumi 
l^kephornmj 


refufed 
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I'efufed to proflitute to tlie kings of Germany 
the title of Roman emperors. 

Thefe emperors, in the eledlion of the popes, 
continued to exercife the powers which had been 
affumed by the Gothic and Grecian princes ; and 
the importance of tliis prerogative increafed 
with the temporal eftate and fpiritual jurifdic- 
tioii of the Roman church. In the Chriftian 
ariftocracy, the principal members of the clergy ' 
Rill formed a fenate to affift the adminiftration, 
and to fupply the vacancy of the bilhop. Rome 
was divided into twenty-eight parilhes, and each 
parilh was governed by a cardinal-prieft, or pref- 
byter, a title which, however common and modeft 
in its origin, has afpired to emulate the purple 
of kings. Their number was enlarged by the 
affociation of the feven deacons of the raoft con- 
liderable hofpitals, the leven palatine judges of 
the Lateran, and fome dignitaries of the church. 
This ecclefiaflical fenate was diredled by the 
feven cardinal bifliops of the Roman province, 
who were lefs occupied in the fuburb diocefes of 
Oftia, Porto, Velitrse, Tufculum, Prmnefte, 
Tibur, and the Sabines, than by their weekly 
fervice in the Lateran, and their fuperior lliare 
in the honours and authority of the apollolic fee. 
On the death of the pope, thefe bifliops recom- 
mended a fucceflbr to the fulfrage of the college 
of Cardinals and their choice was ratified or 

re- 

The origin and progrefs of the title of cardioai may be found 
in ThomaiTm (Difcipline de FEglife, tom.i. p* ia6i — 1298.), Mura- 
tori (Antiquitat. Italise Medii JEvi, tom.vi. Differt. Ixi. p,i59 — 
and Mofhehii (Inliitut* Hill* Ecclef. ■ p, 34s ^ 347 ^ who accurately 
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reje^ed by the applaufe or clamour of the Ro- 
man people. But the eledlion was imperfed ; 
nor could the pontiff be legally confecrated till 
the Emperor, the advocate of the church, liad 
gracioufly fignified his approbation and confent. 
The royal commiflioner examined, on the fpot, 
the form and freedom of the proceedings ; nor 
was it, till after a previous fcrutiny into the qua- 
lifications of the candidates, that he accepted an 
oath of fidelity, and confirmed the donations 
which had fucceffively enriched the patrimony 
of St. Peter. In the frequent fchifms, the rival 
claims were fubmitted to the fentence of the 
Emperor, and in a fynod of biihops he prefumed 
to judge, to condemn, and to punifli the crimes 
of a guilty pontiff'. Otho the Firll impofed a 
treaty on the fenate and people, who engaged 
to prefer the candidate inoff acceptable to his 
majefty ; his fuccefibrs anticipated or pre- 
vented their choice : they bellowed the Roman 
benefice, like the biihops of Cologne or Bam- 
berg, on their chancellors or preceptors: and 
whatever might be the merit of a Frank or 
Saxon, his name fufficiently attefts the inter- 
pofition of foreign power. Thefe afifcs of pre- 

remarks the forms and changes of the ele6lion. The cardinal biihops,^ 
lb highly exalted by Peter Damianus, are funk to a level with the reft 
of the facred college, 

Krmiter jiirantes, nunquam fe papam elecSluros aut ordinatuross 
pTseter coafenfum et ele<Slionem Gthonis et Slii fui (Liutprandj I. vi„ 
c* 6. p. 47S.)» This important conceftion may either fupply or confirm 
the decree of the clergy and people of Rome? fo fiercely rejedled by 
Baroiiiiisj Pagv and Muratori (A. D. 964)1 and fo well defended and 
explained by St. Marc (Abrege, tom.ii. p. 80S — 816. tom.ivv p.ildy 
- — xi§5.). ' Confult that.hiilorlcal critic? and the Annals of Miiratorly 
for the elediion and confirmation of each pope. 

, li rogative 
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rogative were moil fpecioufly excufed by the chap. 
vices of a popular ele6i;ion. The competitor who , 

had been excluded by the cardinals, appealed 
to the paffions or avarice of the multitude ; the 
Vatican and the Lateran were ftained with 
blood; and the moll powerful fenators, the mar- 
quifles of Tufcany and the counts of Tufculum, 
held the apoftolic fee in a long and difgraceful 
fervitude. The Roman pontilFs, of the ninth and Diforders. 
tenth centuries, were infulted, imprifoned, and 
murdered, by their tyrants ; and fuch was their 
indigence after the lofs and ufurpation of the 
ecclefiaftical patrimonies, that they could nei~ 
ther fupport the Hate of a prince, nor exercife 
the charity of a prieft The -influence 
of two lifter proftitutes, Marozia and Theo- 
dora, was 'founded on the.ir wealth and beau- 
ty, their political and amorous intrigues; the 
inoft ftrenuous of their lovers were rewarded 
with the Roman mitre, and their reign 
may have fuggefted to the darker ages the 

fable 

The oppreffion and vices of the Roman church in, the xth cen- 
tury are ftrongly painted in the hiftory and legation of Liutprand (fee 
p. 440. 450. 471 — 476. 479, &c«) ; and it is whimiical enough to ©b- 
ferve Muratori tempering the iiivedtives of Baronius againft the popes. 

But tiiefe popes had been chofenj not by the cardinals, but by lay- 
patrons. 

129 xhe time of Pope Joan {paptja Joamta) is placed fomewhat 
earlier than Theodora or Marozia 5 and the two years of lier ima- 
ginary reign are forcibly inferted between Leo IV. and Beneditil III.'' 

But the contemporary Anaftaiius indifiblubly links the death of Leo 
and the elevation of Benedi<SI: (illico, mox, p* 247.) ; and the accurate 
chronology of Pagi, Muratori, and Leibnitz, fixes both events to the 
yearly. ^ ' 

' The advocates for Pope Joan produce one hundred and fifty 
witnelTes, or rather echoes, of the' xivth, xvth, 'and'vxvith centuries. 

They bear teilimony againfi: tliemfelves and the legend, by multi- 
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0 H A P. fable "5' of a female pope'^\ The baftard fon, 

1 - ' ■ the grandfon, and the great grandfon of Marozia, 

a rare genealogy, were feated in the chair of 
St.Peter, and it was at the age of nineteen years 
that the fecond of thefe became the head of the 
Latin church. His youth and manhood were 
of a fuitable complexion ; and the nations of 
pilgrims could bear teflimony to the charges that 
were urged againft him in a Roman fynod, and 
in the prefence of Otho the Gi'eat. As John XIL 
had renounced the drefs and decencies of his 
profeffion, the Jbldier may not perhaps be dillio- 
noured by the wine which he drank, the blood 
that he fpilt, the flames that he kindled, or the 
licentious purfuits of gaming and hunting. His 
open fimony mightbe the confequence of diftrefs : 

plying the proof that fo curious a ftory muji have been repeated by 
\mters of every defcription to whom it was known. On thofe of 
the ixth and xth centuries, the recent event would have fialhed with 
a double force. Would Photius have Ipared fuch a reproach? 
Could Liutprand have miffed fuch fcandal ? It is fcarcely worth while 
to difcufs the various readings of Martinus Polonus, Sigebert of Gem- 
blours, or even Marianus Scotus ; but a moft palpable forgery is the 
paffage of Pope Joan, which has been foifted into fome MSS* and edi- 
tions of the Roman Anaftafius. 

hsfalfe^ it deferves that name ; but I would not pronounce it 
incre(hble. Suppofe a famous French chevalier of our own times to have 
been boni in Italy, and educated in the church, inffead of the army ; 
kermQnt or fortune have raifed her to St. Peter’s chair; her 
amours would have been natural ; her delivery in the ftreets unlucky, 
but not improbable. 

Till the reformation, the tale was repeated and believed without 
offence ; and Joan’s female ftatue long occupied her place among the 
popes in the cathedral of Sienna (Pagi, Critica, tom. iii. p. 624 — 626.) 
She has been annihilated by two learned proteftants, Blondel and 
Bayle (I5i<flionaire Critique, Papesse, Polonus, Blondel); but their 
brethren were fcandalized by this equitable and generous criticifm. 
Spanheim and Lenfant attempt to fave this poor engine of controverfy ; 
and even Molheim condefcends to cheriih fome doubt and fufpicion ■ 
fp.389> 
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and his blafphemous invocation of Jupiter and CHAP. 
Venus, if it be true, could not poffibly be feri- ■ 
ous. But we read with fome furprife, that the 
worthy grandfon of Marozia lived in public adul- 
tery with the matrons of Rome : that the Late- 
ran palace was turned into afchool for proftitu- 
tion, and that his rapes of virgins and widows 
had deterred the female pilgrims from vifiting 
the tomb of St. Peter, left, in the devout a6t, 
they fliould be violated by his fuccelibr The 
proteftants have dwelt with malicious pleafure 
on thefe charadters of anti-chrift ; but to a phi- 
lofophic eye, the vices of the clergy are far left 
dangerous than their virtues. After a long fe- Refonna. 
ries of fcandal, the apoftolic fee was reformed and 
exalted by the aufterity and zeal of Gregory VII. the church. 
That ambitious monk devoted his life to the exe- 
cution of two projedls. I. To fix in the college 
of cardinals the freedom and independence of 
eledlion, and for ever to abolifli the right or ufurp- 
ation of the emperors of the Roman people. 

II. To bellow and refume the Weftern empire as 
a fief or benefice '''* of the church, and to extend 


Lateranenfe palatium . » . . proftibulum meretrlcum « • • « 
Teills omnium gentium, prasterquam Romanonim, abfentia mulierum? 
quae fainSlorum apoftolorum limina orandi gratia timent vifere, cum 
nonnullas ante dies paucos, bunc audierint conjugatas viduas, virgines 
vi oppreffijOTe (Liutprand, Hilt. l.vL c. 6. p-47i. See the whole alTair 
«f John XII. p. 47I-~476). 

A new example of the mifchief of equivocation is the beneficium 
(Ducange, tom. i. p. 617, &c.), which the pope conferred on tlie 
Emperor Frederic L fmce the Latin word may fignify either a legal 
fief, or a fimple favour, an obligation (we want the word btenfaity 
See Schmidt, Ilift. des Allemands, tom. iii. p. 393 — 408. Ffeifel, 
Abrege Chronologique, tom,L p. 2:^9, ^96. 317. 3^4. 4^0. 430. 500*. 
.505. 5091 ■„ 
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c H A P. his temporal dominion over the kings and king-' 
■ eaith. After a conteft of fifty 

years, the firffc of thefe defigns was acGomplifhed 
by the firm fupport of the ecclefiaftical order, 
whofe liberty was conne<Sled with that of their 
chief. But the fecond attempt, though it was 
crowned with fome partial and apparent fuccefs , 
has been vigoroufly refilled by the fecular 
power, and finally extinguiihed by the improve- 
ment of human reafon. 

Authority In the revival of the empire of Romej neither 
of the era- bjjjjQp j^or the people could bellow on Charle- 
Rome. magne or Otho, the provinces which were loll, as 
they had been won, by the chance of arms. But 
the Romans were free to chufe a mailer for them- 
felves; and the powers which had been delegated 
to the patrician, were irrevocably granted to the 
French and Saxon emperors of the Well. The 
broken records of the times preferve fome 
remembrance of their palace, their mint, their 
tribunal, their edicts, and the fword of jullice, 
whicii, as late as the thirteenth century, was de- 
rived from Csefar to the prmfe£l of the city 
Between the arts of the popes and the violence of 
the people, this fupremacy was crullied and an- 
nihilated. Content with the titles of Emperor 
and Augullus, the fuccelTors of Charlemagne 
negle6led to affert this local jurifdidlion. In the 

For the hiftory of the emperors in^ Rome and fee Sigonius? 
de. Regno Italise ;■ Opp. tom.ii. with the Notes of Saxms$ and the 
Annals of Muratori, who might refer more diftindly to the authors of 
his great coIlecSlion. 

Seethe DilTertatlon of Le Blanc at the end of his Treatife .de$ . 
Monnoyes de France? in which he produces fome Roman coin* of the 
French emperors. 
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hour of prolperity, their ambition was diverted C H A P, 
by more alluring objects ; and in the decay and , , 
divifion of the ' empire, they were opprefled by 
the defence of their hereditary provinces. Amidft Revolt of 
the ruins of Italy, the famous Marozia invited 
one of the ufurpers to aifume the character of 
her third hufband; and Hugh, Kingof Burgundy, 
was introduced by her faction into the mole of 
Hadrian or caftle of St. Angelo, which com- 
mands theprincipal bridge and entrance of Rome. 

Her fon by the firft marriage, Alberic, was com- 
pelled to attend at the nuptial banquet ; but his 
relufilant and ungrateful fervice was chaftifed 
with a blow by his new father. The blow was 
produiSlive of a revolution. “ Romans,” exclaimed 
the youth, “ once you were the mailers of the 
“ world, and thefe Burgundians the moil abjedl 
“ of your flaves. They now reign, thefe vora- 
“ eious and brutal favages, and my injury is 
“ the commencement ofyour fervitude'”.” The 
alarum-bell rung to arms in every quarter of the 
city ; the Burgundians retreated with haile and 
fliame ; Marozia was imprifoned by her vidlorious 
fon; and his brother. Pope John XI. was reduced 
to the exercife of his fpiritualfundlions. With the 
title of prince, Alberic poffeiTed above twenty 
years the government of Rome, and he is faid 
to have gratified the popular prejudice, by reilor- 

Romanorum aliquando fervij fcllicet Burgundiones, Romanis im« 
pereiit ? . . Romanse urbis dignitas ad tantam eR ftultitiam du^la® 

"ut meretrlcum etiam imperio pareat ? (Liutpraad, l.iii. c. is.p. 4,5o.}» 

Sigonius (L vi, p.400.) pofitively affirms tbe renovation of tlxe conful- 
"fliip ; but ill the old writers Aibericns is more frequently ilyled prin- 
ceps Romanorum. '■ 
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CHAP, iiig the office, or at leaft the title, of conluls and 
■ tribunes. His fon and heir Odlavian affumed, 

with the pontificate, the name of John XII.; like 
his predecellbr, he was provoked by the Loin- 
bard princes to feek a deliverer for the church 
and republic ; and the fervices of Otho were re- 
warded with the Imperial dignity. But the Saxon 
was imperious, the Homans were impatient, the 
feftival of the coronation was dillurbed by the 
fecret conflidb of prerogative and freedom, and 
Otho commanded his fword-bearer not to flir 
Of Pope from his perfon, left he fliould be aflaulted and 
murdered at the foot of the altar Before he 
repaffed the Alps, the Emperor chaftifed the 
revolt of the people and the ingratitude of John 
XII. The pope was degraded in a fynod ; the 
prasfe6l was mounted on an afs, whipped through 
the city, and caft into a dungeon ; thirteen of 
the raoft guilty w^ere hanged, others were muti- 
lated or baniflied ; and this fevere procefs was 
juftified by the ancient laws of Theodofius and 
Juftinian. The voice of fame has accufed the 
fecond Otho of a perfidious and bloody a6l, the 
maffacre of the fenators, whom he had invited 
to his table under the fair femblance of hofph 
tality and friendftiip'^®. In the minority of his 
fon Otho the Third, Rome made a bold attempt 
to fhake off the Saxon yoke, and the conful 

Ditmar, p. 354. aptid Schmidt, tom. iii. p. 439. 

This bloody feaft is defcribed in Leonine verfe in the Pantheon of 
Godfrey of Viterbo (Script. Itah tom. vii. p. 4365 4370 » who llourifheci 
towards the end of the xiith century (Fabricius, Bibliot. Latin, med® 
ct inHmi .^vi, tom. iii. p. 69. edit. Manfi) ; but his evidence, which 
impofed on Sigonius, is reafonably fufpe^ed by Muratori (Aiinaii, tom^ 
Tiii, p. 177). 
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Crefcentius was the Brutus ofthe republic. From c H A P. 
the condition of a fubje6l and an exile, he twice 
rofe to the command of the city, opprefi'ed, ex- ' 

pelled, and created the popes, and formed a con- confuiCre- 
fpiracy for reftoring the authority of the Greek i!D?998. 
emperors. In thetbrtrefs of St.Angelo, he main- 
tained an obftinate liege, till the unfortunate con- 
ful was betrayed by a promife of fafety ; his body 
was fufpended on a gibbet, and his head was ex- 
pofed on the battlements of the callle. By a re- 
verfe of fortune,Otho, after feparating his troops, 
was belieged three days, without food, in his 
palace ; and a difgraceful efcape faved him from 
the juftice or fury ofthe Romans. The fenator 
Ptolemy was the leader of the people, asid the 
widow’’ of Crefcentius enjoyed the pleafare or the 
fame of revenging her hulband by a poifon w liich 
file adminiftered to lier Imperial lover. It was tlie 
defign of Otho the Third to abandon the ruder 
countries ofthe North, to eredthis throne in Italy, 
and to revive the inftitutions ofthe Roman mo- 
narchy. But his fuccelfors only once in their lives 
appeared on the banks of the Tyber, to receive 
their crown in the Vatican Their abfence was 

contemptible, their prefence odious and formida- 
ble. They defcended from the Alps, at the head 
of their Barbarians, who were llrangers and ene- 
mies to the country ; and their tranlient vifit w’as 

The coronation of the emperor, and fome original ceremonies of 
the xtli century, are preferved in the Panegyric on Berengarius (Script, 

Itaiaom, ii. pars i. 405— 414,), illuftrated by the Notes of Hadi'ian 
Vaiefius, and Leibnitz, Sigonius has related the whole procefs of the 
Roman expedition, in good Latin, but with fome errors of time and faa 
(L vil p. 44I--446.}. 
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c H A P. a fcene of tumult and bloodflied*'*". A faint re- 
XLix. tnembrance of their anceftors Hill tormented the 
Romans ; and they beheld with pious indigna- 
tion the fucceflion of Saxons, Franksj Swabians, 
and Bohemians, who ufurped the purple and 
prerogatives of the Csefars. 

There isnothineperhapsmoreadverfetonature 

Xlic kin^» ox, 1 ^ ■ 

domof and reafon than to hold in obedience remote 

Italy, A.D. countries and foreign nations, in oppofition to 
their inclination and intez'eft. A torrent of Bar- 
barians may pals over the earth, but an extenlive 
empire mult be fupported by a refined lyllem of 
policy and oppreffion ; in the centre, an abfolute 
power, prompt in adtion, and rich in refources ; a 
fwift and ealy communication with the extreme 
parts : fortifications to check the firft effort of re- 
bellion : a regular admin iftration to protect and 
punilh; and awell-difciplined array to infpire fear, 
without provoking difcontent and delpair. Far 
difierent was the lituation of the German Caefars, 
who were ambitious to enflave the kingdom of 
Italy. Their patrimonial eftates were llretched 
along the Rhine, or fcattered in the provinces ; 
but this ample domain was alienated by the im- 
prudence or diftrefs of fucceffive princes ; and 
their revenue, from minute and vexatious prero- 
gative, was fcarcely fufficient for the maintenance 
of their houfehold. Their troops were formed by 
the legal or voluntary fervice of their feudal vaf- 
fals, who paffed the Alps with relu61:ance, alTumed 


In a quarrel at the coronation of Gonrad IL, Muratorl takes leave 
to obferve— "doveano ben ellere allora? indifciplinailj Barbaric o 
iTedefcbL AnnaL tom. viii« p* 368. 
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the licence of rapine and diforder, and capri- c 
cioully deferted before the end of the campaign. 
Whole armies were fwept away by the peftiien- 
tiai influence of the climate: the furvivors 
brought back the bones of their princes and no- 
bles and the effedls of their own intemperance 
wer often imputed to the treachery and malice 
of the Italians, who rejoiced at leaft in the cala- 
mities of the Bai’barians. This irregular tyranny 
might contend on equal terms with the petty 
tyrants of Italy; nor can the people, or the 
reader, be much interefled in the event of the 
quarrel. But in the eleventh and twelfth centu- 
ries, the Lombards rekindled the flame of in- 
duftry and freedom; and the generous example 
was at length imitated by the republics of 
Tufcany. In the Italian cities a municipal go- 
vernment had never been totally aboliflied ; and 
their firft privileges were granted by the favour 
and policy of the emperors, who were deflrous 
of eredling a plebeian barrier againll the inde- 
pendence of the nobles. But their rapid pro- 
gi'efs, the daily extenfion of their power and pre- 
tentions, were founded on the numbers and fpirit 
of thefe riling communities , Each city filled 

After boiling away the fiefli* The caldrons for that purpofe 
were a neceflary piece of travelling furniture ; and a German who 
was ufing it for his brother? promifed it to a friend? after it Ihoiild 
have heen, employed forliimfelf (Schmidt, tom* iii* p*4a3, 424). The 
fame author obferves that the whole Saxon line was' extinguiflied in 
Italy (tom* iL p. 440.)* 

Otho, Bifliop of Frifingen, has left an important paflageon the 
Italian cities (!. ii* c. 13* in Script. Ital. tom* vi.' p. 707— 710}?" and 
the rife, progrefs, and government, of’ thefe republics are perfedlly 
ilkiirated by Muratori (Antiquitat. Ital. Medii JSvi, tom. it. difiert. 
p, I— 675. Amul* tom. viii. ix. X.). 

tlie 
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c H A P. the meafure of her diocefe or diftri<St; the 
»■ I .iurifdidtion of the counts and bifliops, of the 
marquiffes and counts, was banifhed from the 
land ; and the proudeft nobles were perfuaded 
or compelled to defert their folitaiy caftles, and 
to embrace the more honourable charadter of 
freemen and magiftrates. The legiflative autho- 
rity was inherent in the general affembly ; but 
the executive powers were enti'ufted to three 
confuls, annually chofen from the three orders 
of captains, valvqffbrs and commons, into 
which the republic was divided. Under the 
protection of equal law, the labours of agricul- 
ture and commerce were gradually revived ; but 
the martial Ipirit of the Lombards was nouriftied 
by the prefence of danger ; and as often as the 
bell was rung, or the ilandard'^^ ereCted, the 
gates of the city poured forth a numerous and 
intrepid band, whofe zeal in their own caufe was 
foon guided by the ufe and difcipline of arms. 
At the foot of thefe popular ramparts, the pride 
of the Cmfars was overthrown ; and the invinci- 
ble genius of liberty prevailed over the two Fre- 
derics, the greateft princes of the middle age:, 
the firft, fuperior perhaps in military prowels ; the 
fecond, who undoubtedly excelled in the fofter 
accorapliftiments of peace and learning. 

'’‘f For thefe titles, fee Selden (Titles of Honour, voLlii. parti, 
p. 4S8,), Ducanp (Glofs. Latin, tom. ii. p. 140. tom. vi. p. 776.}, and 
St. Marc (Abrege Chronologique, tom.ii. p. 719.). 

The Lombards inv ented and nfed the carocmm^ a flandard planted 
on a car or waggon, drawn by a team of oxen (Ducange, tom. ii. p. 1 94 

“--I95* Muratori, Aixtiquitat. tom. ii. diC xxxvi. p. 489-— -493.). 

15 Ambi- 
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Ambitious of relloring the fplendour of the CHAP, 
purple, Frederic the Firft invaded the republics , ^ 

of Lombardy, with the arts of a ftatefman, the Frederic 
valour of a foldier, and the cruelty of a tyrant. 

The recent difcovery of the Pandedls had re- 1152— 
newed a fcience moft favourable to defpotifm; ii9°- 
and his venal advocates proclaimed the Emperor 
the abfolute mailer of the lives and properties of 
his fubjedls. His royal prerogatives, in a iefs 
odious fenfe, were acknowledged in the diet of 
Roncaglia; and the I'evenue of Italy was fixed 
at thirty thoufand pounds of filver which were 
multiplied to an indefinite demand, by the rapine 
of the fifcal officers. The obflinate cities were 
reduced by the terror or the force of his arms ; 
his captives w^ere delivered to the executioner, 
or fliot from his military engines ; and, after the 
fiege and furrender of Milan, the buildings of that 
llately capital were razed to the ground, three 
hundred hoflages were fent into Germany, and 
the inhabitants were difperfed in four villages, 
under the yoke of the inflexible conqueror 
But Milan foon rofe from her alhes j and the 
league of Lombardy was cemented by diflrefs; 
their caufe was efpoufed by Venice, Pope Alex- 
ander the Third, and the Greek Emperor ; the 
fabric of oppreffion was overturned in a day ; and 
in the treaty of Conflance, Frederic fubfcribed, 

Gunther Ligurmusj !. viiL 584. et feq. apud Schmidt, tom. iii* 

P- 399- 

Solus imperator faciem fuam firmavit ut petram (Burcard. de 
Excidio Mediolani, Script. Ital. tom. vi. p. 91-7.). This volume ofMu- 
ratori contains the originals of the hiftory of Frederic the Firft, which 
muft he compared with due regard to the chcumltances and prejudices 
of each GeEinaE or X^mbard witer« 
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CHAP, with fome refervatiows, the freedom offour-and- 
, ^^^ 5 ' ■ twenty cities. His grandfon contended with 
Frederic their vigour and maturity ; but Frederic the 
Aif 0*^8^ Second was endowed with fome perfonal and 
— rz5o. peculiar advantages. His birth and education 
recommended him to the Italians ; and in the 
implacable difcord of the two factions, the Ghi- 
belins were attached to the Emperor, while the 
Guelfs difplayed the banner of liberty and the 
church. The court of Rome had flumbered,. 
when his father Henry the Sixth w'as permitted 
to unite with the empire the kingdoms of Na- 
ples and Sicily; and/rom thefe hereditary realms, 
ilie fon derived an ample and ready fupply of 
troops and treafure. Yet Frederic the Second w^^g 
finally oppreffed by the arms of the Lombards and 
the thunders of the Vatican ; his kingdom was 
given to a llranger, and thelaft of his family was 
beheaded at Naples on a public fcaffbld. During 
fixty years, no emperor appeared in Italy, and th e 
name was remembered only by the ignominious 
fale of the lall relics of fovereignty. 
inciepend- The Barbarian conquerors of the Weft were 
enceofthe pjeafed to decorate their chief with the title of 

prmces of i i n • 

Germany, emperorj but It was not their deiign to mveft him 

A.D. 814. -^ith the defpotifm of Conftantine and Juftinian, 
^1250* perfons of the Germans were free, their con- 

queftsweretheir own,and theirnational character 
was animat^ed by a fpirit which fcorned the ^'vile 
jurifprudence of the new or the ancient Eome. It 

■; F.or tlie IxHiory of Frederic 11. and the lioufe of Swabia at 
Maples, fee Giannone, Ijftoria Civile, tom. ii. L xiv.— 

WOU14 
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would have been a vain and dangerous attempt c H A P' 
to impofe a monarch on the armed freemen, who . . 

were impatient of a magiftrate j on the bold, who 
refufed to obey ; on the powerful, who afpired 
to command. The empire of Charlemagne and 
Otho was diftributed among the dukes of the , 
nations or provinces, the counts of the fmallerdiC- 
tridls, and the margraves of the marches or fron- 
tiers, who all united the civil and military autho- 
rity as it had been delegated to the lieutenants 
of the firft Csefars. The Roman governors, 
who, for the moll part, were foldiers of fortune, 
feduced their mercenary legions, affumed the 
Imperial purple, and either failed or fucceeded 
in their revolt, without wounding the power and 
unity of government. If the dukes, margraves, 
and counts of Germany, were lefs audacious in 
their claims, the confequences of their fuccefs 
were more lading and perniciousto the date. In- 
dead of aiming at the fuprpme rank, they filently 
laboured to edablilh and appropriate their pro- 
vincial independence. Their ambition was fe- 
conded by the weight of their edates and valfals, 
their mutual example and fupport, the common 
intered of the fubordinate nobility, the change 
of princes and families, the minorities of Otho 
the Third andHenry the Fourth, the ambition of 
the popes, and the vain purfuits of the fugitive 
• crowns of Italy and Rome. Ail the attributes of 
regal and territorial jurifdidlion were gradually 
ufurped by the comnuinders of the provinces; the 
right of peace and war, of life and death, of coin- 
age and taxation, of foreign alliance and do- 
medic ceconoray. Whatever had been feized by 
voi. IX. r violence, 



and FAW- 
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CHAP, violence, w riffiei by favour or diflrefs, waa 
XLiX. ^ranted as the price df a doubtful vote oi a \ o- 
luntary fefvice ; whatever had been gran ec o 
one, could not, without injury, be denied to . 

fucceffor or equal and every 
porary poffeffion was infenfibly moulded into the 
conftitution of the Germanic kingdom. In every 
province,thevifible prefence of the duke or count - 
Lsinterpofed between the throne f 
bles; the fubjeas of the law became the vallals of 
a private chief; and the ftandard, 
ceived from his fovereign, was often i aifed aga 

him in the field. Thetemporalpoweroftheclergy 

was cherifhed and exalted by the fuperfiition oi 
policy of the Carlovingian and Saxon dynalties, 
who blindly depended on their moderation anc 
fidelity ; and the b.iflioprics of Germany were 

made equal in extent and privilege, fuperior in 
wealth and population, to the moft ample Hates 
of the military order. As long as the emperom, 
retained the prerogative of beftowmg on eveiy 
vacancy thefe ecclefiaftic and feciilar benefices, 
their caufe was maintained by the gratitude or 
ambition of their friends and favourites. But in 
the qfi^rel of the inveftitures, they were deprived 
of their influence over the epifcopal chapters; the 
freedom of election was reflored, and the loye- 
reign was reduced, by a folemn mockery, to his 
©ravers, the recommendation, once 
reign, to a fingle prebend in each church. The 
fecular governors, inflead of being recalled at h e 

will of afuperior, could be degraded only by the 

fentence of their peers. In the firfi age of the 
■monarchy, the appointment of the fon^fo the 
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dutchy or county of his father, was folicited as a CHAP, 
favour ; it was gradually obtairied as a cuftom, , 

and extorted as a right: the lineal fucceffion 
was often extended to the collateral or female 
branches ; the dates of the empire (their popular, 
and at length their legal, appellation) were 
divided and alienated by teftament and fale; and 
all idea of a public truft was loft in that of a pri- 
vate and perpetual inheritance. The Emperor 
could not even be enriched by the cafualties of 
forfeiture and extindtion : within the term of a 
year, he was obliged to difpofe of the Vacant fief, 
and in the choice of the candidate, it was his 
duty to confult either the general or the provin- 
cial diet. 

After the death of Frederic the Second, Ger- The Ger- 
many was left a monller with an hundred heads. 

A crowd of princes ’and prelates difputed the A. D, 
ruins of the empire : the lords of innumerable 
caftles were iefs prone to obey, than to imitate, 
their fuperiorsj and according to the ineafureof 
their ftrength, their inceffant hoftilities received 
the names of conqueft or robbery. Such anarchy 
was the inevitable confequence of the laws and 
manners of Europe ; and the kingdoms of France 
and Italy were fliivered into fragments by the 
violence of the fame tempeft. But the Italian 
cities and the French vaftals were divided and de- 
ftroyed, while the union of the Germans has pro- 
duced, under the name of an empire, a great fyf- 
tem of a foederative republic. Inthefrequent and 
at laft the perpetual inftitution of diets,a national 
fpirit was kept alive, and the powers of a com- 
mon legiflature are ftill exercifed by the three 

P 3 branches 
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branches or colleges of the electors, the princes^ 
and the free and Imperial cities of Germany. 

1. Seven of the moft powerful feudatories were 
permitted to affume, with a diftinguilhed name 
and rank, the exclufive privilege of chufing the 
Roman emperor; andthefe eleaorswere theRing 
of Bohemia, the Duke of Saxony, the Margraveot 

Brandenburgh, the Count Palatine of the Rhine, 
and the three archbifliops of Mentz, of Treves, 
and of Cologne. II. The college of princes and 
prelates purged themfelves of a promifcuous 
multitude : they reduced to four reprefentative 
votes, the long feries of independent counts, and 
excluded the nobles or equeftrian order, fixty 
thoufand of whom, as in the Polifh diets, had 
appeared on horfeback in the field of eleaion. 
III. The pride of, birth and dominion, of the 
fword and the mitre, wifely adopted the com- 
mons as the third branch of the legiflature, and 
in the progrefs of fociety, they were introduced 
about tlie fame sera into the national alfemblies 
of France, England, and Germany. The Han- 
featic league commanded the trade and naviga- 
tion of the north : the confederates of the Rhine 
fecured the peace and intercourfe of the inland 
country ; the influence of the cities has been 
adequate to their wealth and policy, and their 
negative ftill invalidates the a6ls of the two 
fuperior colleges of electors and princes 

JLm 

■'« In the immenfe kbyrinth of the jus publicum of Germany, I 
muft either quote one writer or a thoufand ; and I had rather tmft 
to one faithful guide, than tranfcribe, on credit, a multitude of names 
and paffages. That guide is M. PfefFel, the author of the beft^ legal 
and conftitutional hiftory that I know of any county (Nouvel 
Abrege Chronologique de I’Hiftoire et du Droit Public d Allemagne. 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 2I3> 

It is in the fourteenth century, that we may chap. 
view in the ftrongeft light the ftate and contrail , ^ 

of the Eoman empire of Germany, which no Weaknefs 
longer held, except on the borders of the Rhine 
and Danube, a Angle province of Trajan or Con- German 
llantine. Their unworthy fucceffors were 
counts of Hapfburg, of Naffau, of Luxemburgh, d. 
and of Schwartzenburgh ; the Emperor Henry 1347-- 
the Seventh procured for his fon the crown of 
Bohemia, and his grandfon Charles the Fourth 
was born among a people, ftrange and barbarous 
in the elliraation of the Germans themfelves 
After the excommunication of Lewis of Bavaria, 
he received the gift or promife of the vacant em- 
pire from the Roman pontiffs,- who, in the exile 
and captivity of Avignon, affedled the dominion 
of the earth. The death of his competitors 
united the electoral college, and Charles was 
unanimoufly fainted King of the Romans, and 
future Emperor: a title which in the fame age 
was proftituted to the Cffifars of Germany and 
Greece. The German emperor was no leore 

Parisj 1776s z vols. in 4to.). His learning and judgment have difcerned 
the moft interefting fa<Sts ; his Ample brevity comprifes them in a nar- 
row fpace ; his chronological order diftributes them under the proper 
dates ; and an elaborate index colledls them under their refpe<Sl:ive heads.. 

To this works in a iefs perfed llatCs Dr. Robertfon was gratefully in- 
debted for that maHerly iketch which traces even the modern changes 
of the Germanic body. The Corpus Hiftorise Germanicse of Stru- 
vius has been likewife confulteds the more ufefullys as that huge com- 
pilation is fortified in every page with the original texts. 

perfonalij^ Charles IV. muft not be confidered as a Bar- 
barian. After his education at Pariss he recovered the ufe of the 
Bohemians his natives idiom ; and the Emperor converfed and wrote 
with equal facility in French, Latin, Italian, and German (Struviuss 
p. 63:5, 616.). Petrarch always reprefents him as a polite and learned 
prince. 
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ariftocracy of princes, wiio had not left him a 
village that he might call his own. His beft 
prerogative was the right of prefiding and pro- 
pofing in the national fenate, which was con- 
vened athis furamons j and his native kingdom 
of Bohemia, lefs opulent than the adjacent city 
of Nurembergh, was the firmeft feat of his power 
and the richeafourceof his revenue. The army 
with which he paffed the Alps confiaed of thiee 
hundred horfar In the cathedral of St.Am- 
bsofe, Charles was crowned with the iron crown 
which tradition afcribed to the Lombard mo- 
narchy ; but he was admitted only with a peace- 
ful train ; the gates of the city were (hut upon 
him ; and the King of Italy was held a captive 
by the arms of the Vifconti, whom he confii med 
in the fovereignty of Milan. In the Vatican he 
was again crowned with the golden ciown of the 
empire; but, in obedience to a fecret treaty, 
the Roman Emperor immediately withdrew, 
without repofing a fingle night within the walls 
of Rome. The eloquent Petrarch’^', whofe 
fancy revived the vifionary glories of the Capi- 
tol, deplores and upbraids the ignominious flight 
of the Bohemian : and even his contemporaries 
could obferve, that the foie exercife of his autho- 
rity was in the lucrative fale of privileges and 
titles. The gold of Italy fecured the eleaion of 

*5® Befides the Gerrnan and Italian hlllorians> the expedition of 
Charles IV. is painted in lively and original colours in the 
Memoires fur 2a Vic’^dePetrarque, tom. ill p.376—43Q^ the Abb^ 
de Sa(te> whofe prdixity has never been bl^ed by any reader of taite 
and curiofity. • ^ . 
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his fon ; but fucb was the fliameful poverty of 
the Roman Emperor that his perfon was arrefted ^ 
by a butcher in the ftreets of Worms, a«d was 
detained at a public inn, as a pledge or boftage 
for the payment of his expences. _ 

From this humiliating fccne, let us turn to ll 
the apparent majefty of the fame Cliar les m he 
aiets of the empire. The golden b.,11. wh ch 
fixes the Germanic conftitution, is promulgated 
in the llyle of a fovereign and legiflator. Am 
hundred princes bowed before his throne, and 
exalted their own dignity by the voluntary ho- 
nours which they yielded to their chief or mini - 
ter. At the royal banquet, the hereditary great 
officers, the feven electors, who in rank and title 
were equal to kings, performed their lolemn an ^ 
domeftic fervice of the palace.^ The feals of 
the triple kingdom were borne iti ^ate by the 
archbiffiops of Mentz, Cologne, and ireves, 
the perpetual arch-chancellors of Germany, 
Italy, and Arles. The great marftial, on hotfe- 
back, exercifed his funaion with a filver meafure 
of oats, which he emptied on the ground, and 
immediately difmounted to regulate the order of 
the guefts. The great ftewarck the.Count Pala- 
tine of the Rhine, placed the diffies on the table. 
The great chamberlain, the Margrave of Bran- 
denburgb,prefented, after the repaft,the golden 
twer and ilfon, to waffi. The King of Bohemia, 

as great cup-bearer, was reprefented by the Em- 
peror’s brother, the Duke of Euxeiiiburgh and 
Brabant; and the proceffion was clofed by 
o-reat huntfmen, t?ho introdueed a boar and a 
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CHAP, ftag, with a loud chorus of horns and hounds 
1 j Nor was the fupremacy of the Emperor conhned 
to Germany alone ; the hereditary monarchs of 
Europe confeffed the pi'e-eminence of his rank 
and dignity : he was the firft of the Chriftian 
princes, the temporal head of the great republic 
of the Weft : to his perfon the title of majefty 
was long appropriated ; and he difputed with 
thepope the fublime prerogative of creating kings 
and affembling councils. The oracle of the civil 
law, the learned Bartolus, was a penlioner of 
Charles the Fourth ; and his fchool refounded 
with the do6lrine, that the Roman Empei'or was 
the rightfulfovereign of the earth, from the rifing 
to the fetting fim. The contrary opinion was con- 
demned, not as an error, but as an herefy, fince 
even the gofpel had pronounced, “ And there 
“ went forth a decree from Cmfar Auguftus, that 
“ all the world Ihould be taxed '54.” 

If we annihilate the interval of time and 
and modef- fpace between Auguftus and Charles, ftrong 
fti'iking will be the contraft between the 
^ two Caefars; the Bohemian, who concealed his 
weaknefs under the malk of oftentation, and 
the Roman, who difguifed his ftrength under 
the femblance of modefty. At the head of his 
viaorious legions, in his reign over the fea 
, and land, from the Nile and Euphrates to the 

Atlantic ocean, Auguftus profeffed himfelf the 

■ See the whole ceremony in Stmvius, p. 6^59., 

: -The republic of. Europe? with the pope and emperor at its head® 

, wasneverreprefentedwithmoredignity than in the council of Con. 

itance* oeeLenfant^s Hiftory of that aflembly, 

' 5 -^ Gravina, Origines Juris Civilis? p* loS. 
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fervant of the ftate and the equal of his fellow- c H A P. 
citizens. The conqueror of Rome and her pro- XLix. 
vinces alTumed the popular and legal form of a 
cenfor, a conful, and a tribune. His will was 
the law of mankind, but in the declaration of 
his laws he borrowed the voice of the fenate 
and people ; .and, from their decrees, their maf- 
ter accepted and renewed his temporary com- 
miffion to adminifter the republic. In his drefs, 
his doraeftics his titles, in all the oflSces of 
focial life, Auguftus maintained the chara^er of 
a private Roman ; and his moft artful flatterers 
relpe6led the fecret of his abfolute and perpetual 
monarchy. 

Six tlioufand urns have been difcovered of the flaves and freed-* 
men of AuguHus and Livla. So minute was die divifion of office^ 
that one ilave was appointed to weigh the wool which was fpun by 
the Emprefs^s maids, another for the care of her lap-dog, &c. (Ca- 
mere Sepolchrale, &c. by Bianchini* Extra<^l: of his work, in the Biblio- 
theque ltalique» tom. iv. pvi 75 . His Eloge, by Fontenelle, tom. vi. 

F» 35 fervants were of the lame rank, and poffibly not 

more numerous than thofe of Pollio or Lentulus* They only prove 
the general riches of the city. ' 
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CHAP. L. 

Defcnption (^Arabia and its Inltalitants. — Birth, 
CharaBer, and DoBrine of Mahomet.— He 
preaches at Mecca. — -Flies to Medina.— Propa- 
gates his Religion by the Sword. — Voluntary 
or reluBant Suhmijfion of the Arabs.— Hk 
Death and Succejfors. — The Claims and For- 
tunes of All and his Defcendants. 

c H A p. ^FTER purfuing above fix hundred years the 
, fleeting Csefars of Conftantinople and Ger- 

many* I now defcend in the reign of Heraclius, 
on the eaflern borders of the Greek monarchy. 
While the ilate ms exhaufted by the Perfian 
war, and the ciKirch was diftradted by the Neilo- 
rian and Monophyfite fe6ls, Mahomet, with the 
fword in one hand and the koran in the other, 
ere6led his throne on the ruins of Chriftianity 
and of Rome. The genius of the Arabian pro- 
phet, the manners of his nation, and the Ipirit of 
his religion, involve the caufes of the decline and 
fall of the Eaflern empire; and our eyes are 
curioufly intent on one of the moft memorable 
revolutions which have imprefled a new and lad- 
ing charadler on the nations of the globe'. 

* As hi this and the following chapter I fhall dilplay much Arabic 
learning, I muH profefs my total ignorance of the Oriental tongues, 
and my gratitude to the learned interpreters, who have transfufed 
their fcience into the Latin, French, and Englilh languages* Their 
collections, verfions, and hiftories, I Jfhall occalioiially notice. 
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In the vacant Ipace between Perfia, Syria, 
Egypt, and Ethiopia, the Arabian peninfula* 
may be conceived as a triangle of fpacious but 
irregular dimenfions. From the Northern point 
of Beles ’ on the Euphrates, a line of fifteen hun- 
dred miles is terminated by the ftreights of Ba- 
belmandel and the land of frankincence. About 
half this length may be allowed for the middle 
breadth from eaft to well, from BaflTora to Suez, 
from the Perfian Gulf to the Red S€a^ The 
fides of the triangle are gradually enlarged, and 

the 

^ The geographers of Arabia may be divided into three clafles ; r« 
The Greeh and Latins^ whofe progreilive knowledge may be traced 
in Agatharcides (de Mari Rubro, in Hiidfon. Geograph* Minor. 
Diodoiiis Siculus (tom, i. 1 . ii. p. 159 — 167. L hi. p. edit, 

WelFeling), Strabo ( 1 , xvL p, iria— 11x4. from Eratofthenesj, p, xiia 
— 1x3a. from Artemidorus}} Dionyfius (Periegefis, 93^7 — 969^)» Pliny 
(HiJd. Natur. v. 13. vi. 32^.), and Ptolemy (Defcript. et Tabules Ur- 
bium, in Hudfon, tom. iii.)* a. The Arabic miriters^ who have treated 
the fubje< 5 l with the zeal of patriotifm or devodon: the extracSls c£ 
Pocock (Specimen Hill, Arabum, p. xa5— laE.) from the Geography 
of the Sherif al Edriffi, render us Rill more diSatished with the verlion 
or abridgement (p. a4 — 217. 44 — KOSj 1x99 &c.) which the 
Maronites have piiblilhed under the abfurd title of Geographia Kubi^ 
enfis (Paris? 1619.); but the Latin and French tranflatoi’s, Graves (in 
Hudfon? tom. lii.) and Galland (Voyage de ia Palefline par la Roque, 
p. 265 — •346*)> have opened to us the Arabia of Abulfeda? the moft 
copious and correA account of the peninfula, which may be enriched, 
however, from the Bibliotheque Orientale of B’Herbelot, p. xao. efc 
alibi paffim. 3. The European ira^ellers; among whom Shaw 
(p„ 43 8 — 455 .) and Niebuhr (Defcription, 1 773. Voyages, tom. i. 1 7 7 6.) 
defervc an hoiiouralile diMn<Siion ; Bufching (Geographie par Berenger, 
tom. viiL p. 416 — 5 10.) has compiled with judgment ; and D’Anville^s 
Maps (Orbis Veteribus Notus, and ire Paitie del^Afie) Ihould lie be- 
fore the reader, with his Geographie Ancienne, tom. ii. p. 2^08—231. 

Abulfed. Defcript, Arabise, p. i, D^Anvillej PEuphrateetleTigre,. 
p, 19, ao. It was in this place, the paradife or garden of a^fatrap, 
that Xenophon and the Greeks firR paf&d the Euphrates (Anabahs, 
L i, c., 10. p» a9. edit. Wells)k 

, Reland has proved, with much fuperfitii^is..'iea0wg, ar. That our 
Red Sea (the Arabian Gulph) is no more t|am a part of the Mare 

Rubnimt 
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the fouthern bafis prefents a front of a thoufand 
miles to the Indian ocean. The entire furface 
0^ t e peninfula exceeds in a fourfold proportion 
that of Germany or France ; but the far greater 
part has been juftly ftigmatifed with the epithets 
OT the Jloni/ and the fand^. Even the wilds of 
Tartary are decked by the hand of nature, with 
lofty trees and luxuriant herbage ; and the lone- 
fome traveller derives a fort of comfort and 
fociety from the prefence of vegetable life. But 

Arabia, a boundlefs level 
of land IS interfedted by lharp and naked moun- 
tains, and the face of the defert, without lliade 
or flielter, is fcorched by the direa and intenfe 
rays of a tropical fun. Inltead of refrefliing 
breezes, the winds, particularly from the fouth- 
weft, diffufe a noxious and even deadly vapour ; 
the hillocks of fand which they alternately raife 
and fcatter, are compared to the billows of the 
ocean, and whole caravans, whole armies, have 
been loft and buried in the whirlwind. The 
common benefits of water are an objedfc of defire 
and con tell; and fuch is the fcarcity of wood, that 
fome art is requifite to preferve and propagate 
the element of fire. Arabia is deftitute of navi- 
gable rivers, which fertilize the foil, and convey 

adjacent regions : the torrents 
that fall from the hills are imbibed by the thirfty 
earth : the rare and hardy plants, the tamarind or 
e acacia, that llrike their roots into the clefts 

rssSi'S: '‘■5£.z « » 
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©f the rocks, are nouriflied by the dews of the CHAP, 
night: a fcanty fupply of rain is collefiled incif- , ■ 

terns and aq[uedu<Sls : the wells and fprings are 
the fecret treafure of the defert ; and the pilgrim 
of Mecca®, after many a dry and fultry march, is 
difgufted by the tafte of the waters, which have 
rolled over a bed of fulphur or fait. Such is the 
general and genuine pidlure of the climate of 
Arabia. The experience of evil enhances the 
value of any local or partial enjoyments. A 
lhady grove, a green pafture, a ftream of frefli 
water, are fufficient to attract a colony of feden- 
tary Arabs to the fortunate fpots which can 
afibrd food and refrefliment to themfelves and 
their cattle, and which encourage their indufliy 
in the cultivation of the palm-tree and the vine. 

The high lands that border on the Indian ocean 
are dillinguilhed by their fuperior plenty of wood 
and water : the air is more temperate, the fruits 
are more delicious, the animals and the human 
race more numerous : the fertility of the foil 
invites and rewards the toil of the hufbandman ; 
and the peculiar gifts of frankincenfe * and coffee 
have attracted in different ages the merchants of 
the world. If it be compared with the reft of 

^ In the thirty days, or flations, between Cairo and Mecca, there 
are fifteen deftitute of good water. See the route of the Hadjees, in 
Shawls Travels, p. 477. 

^ The aromatics, efpecially the thus or frankincenfe, of Arabia, oc- 
cupy the sciith book of Pliny. Our great poet (Paradife Loft, !• iv.) in- 
troduces, in a fimile, the fpicy odours that are blown by the north-eaft 
wind 'from the' Sabsean coaft;.^ ' 

~---~Many a league, 

Pleaf d with the grateful fcent, old Ocean fmiles. 
fPIim Hift« Natur«»i 4 a.) ' ■ 
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CHAP. tli€ feg^ueftered. region may truly 

t- — tfeifappellation of the happy ; and the 
Iplendid colouring of fancy and fiction has been 
fuggefled by contrail and countenanced by 
dillance^. It was for this earthly paradife 
that nature had referved her choicell fa- 
vours and her moll curious workmanlhip ; the 
incompatible.; bleliings of luxury and inno- 
cence were afcribed to the natives : the foil was 
impregnated with gold ’ and gems, and both the 
land and lea were taught to exhale the odours of 
Divifion aromatic fweets. This divilion of the,ya?zc^, the 
of the JiQ'ny, and the happy, fo familiar to the Greeks 
firny’and Latins, is unknown to the Arabians them- 
the happy felves : and it is Angular enough, that a country, 
-Arabia. yphofe language and inhabitants have ever been 
the lame, fliould fcarcely retain a veftige of its 
ancient geography. The maritime diftri6ls of 
BaJirein and Oman are oppofite to the realm of 
Perfia. The kingdom of Yemen difplays the 
limits, or at leall the Atuation, of Arabia Foelix: 
the name of Neged is extended over the inland 
fpace : and the birth of Mahomet has illullrated 
the province of Hgaz d\ong the coall of the 
^ed Sea®. 

^ Agatharcidp that lumps of pure gold were found? from 

the fize of an olive to that of a nut ; that iron was tudce? and iilver tea 
times the value of gold (de Mari Rubro? p. 6o.). Thefe real or imagin- 
ary treafures are vanilhed ; and no gold mines are at prefent known in 
Arabia (Niebuhr, Defcription, p.iZ4.). 

Confult, perufe, and Rudy, the Specimen HiRoria Arabum of 
Pocock I (Oxon* 1650, in 4to.}. • The thhty pages of text and verlion 
are extra<Sled from the DynaRies of Gregorys Abulpharagius, which 
Pocock afterwards tranflated (Oxon. 1663, 4to») : the three hundred 

and fifty-eight notes from aclafiicand original work on the Arabian 
antiquities. 
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. 'The meafure of population is regulated by the 
means of fubfillence ; and the inhabitants of this 
rail peninfula might be out-numbered by the 
fubje61:s of a fertile and induftrioiis province. 
Along the fiiores of the Perfian gulf, of the 
ocean, and even of the Red Sea, the IBhyophagt'', 
or filh-eaters, continued to wander in quell of 
their precarious food. In this primitive and abjc6l 
Hate, which ill deferves the name offociety, the 
human brute, without arts or laws, almoll without 
fenfe or language, is poorly diftinguilhed from 
the reft of the animal creation. Generations and 
ages might roll aw'ay in ftlent oblivion, and the 
heJpIefs favage was reftrained from multiplying 
his race, by the wants and purfuits which con- 
fined his exiftence to the narrow margin of the 
fea-coaft. But in an early period of antiquity the 
great body of the Arabs had emerged from this 
Icene of mifery ; and as the naked wildernefs 
could not maintain a people of hunters, they rofe 
at once to the more fecure and plentiful condition 
of the paftoral life. The fame life is uniformly 
purfued by the roving tribes of the defert, and in 
the portrait of the modern Bedowms, we may 
trace the features of their anceftors'®, who, in 

the 


^ Arrian remarks tke of tlie coaft of Hejaz (Periplus 

.Maris Erythrjei, p. la.) and beyond Aden (p* 15.). It feems probable 
that tbe fhores of the Red Sea (in the largeft fenfe) were occupied by 
thefe ravages in the time? perhaps, of Cyrus ; but I can hardly believe 
that any cannibals were left am.ong'tlie favages in tlie reign of Jufluiian 
(PrQcop. de Bell Perfic. L L c. 1 9.), 

" See the Specimen Hiftorise Arabum of Pocock, p.a. 5% S6> 

The journey of M. d^Arvieux, in 1664, to the camp of the emir of 
M.Qunt Carmel (Voyage de la Palefline, Amflerdam, 1718), exhibits a 

pleafing 
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c li A P. the age Mofes or Mahomet, dwelt under 
limilar tents, and condudled their horfes, and 
camels, and flieep, to the fame fprings and the 
fame paftures. Our toil is leffened, and our 
wealth is increafed, by our dominion over the 
ufeful animals: and the Arabian Ihepherd had 
acquired the abfolute poffeffion of afaithful friend 
The horfe. ^ laborious flave". Arabia, in the opinion 
of the natur^lift, is the genuine and original 
country of the horje; the climate moft propitious, 
not indeed to the lize, but to the fpirit and fwift- 
nefs, of that generous animal. The merit of the 
Barb, the Spanifli, and the Englifii breed, is de- 
rived from a mixture of Arabian blood" ; the 
Bedoweens preferve, with fuperftitious care, the 
honours and the memory of the pureft race : the 
males are fold at a high price, but the females are 
fel^m alienated ; and the birth of a noble foal 
was efteemed, among the tribes, as a fubje6t of 
joy and mutual congratulation. Thefe horfes are 
educated in the tents, among the children of the 
Arabs, with a tender familiarity, which trains 


pleafmg and original pldlure of the life of the Bedoweetis, which may 
be illuftrated from Niebuhr (Defcription de I’ Arabic? p.3»7 — 344») and 
Volney (tom. L p. 343— “3S5.)j the laft and moll judicious of Our Syrian 
travellers. 


Read (it is no unpieafmg talk) the incomparable articles of the 
Horfe and the Camelfm the Natural Hiftory of M. de BufFon. 


For the Arabian horfes, fee D’Arvieux (p* 159—1 73O and Nlebuhir 
(p. 14a — 144.). At the end of the xiiith century? the horfes of Naged 
were efteemed fure footed? thofe of Yemen ftrong and ferviceable? 
thofe of Hejaz moft noble. The horfes of Europe, the tenth and laft 
clafs? were generally delpiled? as having too much body and too little 
Ipirit (D^Herbelot? Bibliot. Orient. p. 339.) : their ftrength was requifite 
to bear the weight of the knight and his armour. 

II them 
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theiB i« tile habits of gentlenefs •ami attachraenL CHAP. 
They are aceiiftomed only to walk and to gallop : . ^ 

tihek ifenfeticwis are not bl'unted by the inoeffant 
•abufe of dre l^r and the whip ; their powers a^e 
reter^ed for the woments of ffight aisfed purfuit:; 
but no fooner do tliey feel the touch of the hand 
or ti»e ftirrnp,, than they dart away with the 
iViftnefs of the wind ; and if then* frieod be dif- 
inOKtted a® the rapid ear^r, they inftantly flop 
till Ito has , recovered his feat. la the fands of 
Africa and Arabia, the rMwWis a fecred and pro- iiie ca- 
llous gift. That Urong and patient bead of 
fearthen can perforin, without eating or drinking, 
a journey of feveral days 5 and a refervoir of 
frefli water is preferved i» a large bag, a fifth 
ftomach of the animal, whofe body is imprint^ 
with the naai'ks of fervitude j tlje larger breed is 
capable of tian%ortatg a weight off' a fthou&nd 
pounds ; and the dro«edw:y, of a lighter .and 
*n@r€ aflive frame, ootftrips tlie fleeteft cour&r 
in the race. Alive or dead, almoift evei’y pmt 
of* the camel is ferviceable to man : her milk is 
plentiful and nutritious : the young and -tender 
flefii has tlie tade of veal‘s : a valuable fait is 
exi«a)8:fid from the urine : the dung fupplies frm 
dafidency of fuel ; and the Wng hair, which falls 
each year and is renewed, is coarfely manu- 
fei^ured into the garments, the furniture, and 

Qul camibus camelomm wfci folent odii tenaces funt, was the 
ppimqn of an Arabian phyfician (Pococilc, S^peciwu. p* 8S.)» Mahomet 
liimfelf, who was fond of milkj prefers the Cowh and does not even 
inention'the camel; 'but the diet of Mecca' and '‘Medina was aheadl* 

more lnxnrious '(Gagnierj' Vie de J^horaet, ' 

vGWf,. IX. '*' Q the 
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c H A p. tbe ' tents, of the Bedo weens. In the rainy 
• -• they confiinie the rare and infufficient 

herbage of th^ defert : during the heats of fum- 
mer and the fcarcity of winter, they remove their 
encampments to the fea-coaft, the hills of Yemen, 
or the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, and have 
often extorted the dangerous licence of vifiting' 
the banks of the Nile, and the villages of Syria 
and Paleftine. The life of a wandering Arab is 
a life of danger and difti’efs ; and though fome- 
times, by rapine or exchange, he may appro-*, 
priate the fruits of induftry, a private citizen in 
Europe is in the poffeffion of more folid and 
pleafing, luxury, than the proudeft emir, who 
marches in the field at the head of ten thoufand 
hbrfe. 

Cities of Yet an effential difference may be found be- 
Atabia. tween the hords of Scythia and the Arabian 

tribes, fince many of the latter were colle6led 
into towns, and employed in the labours of trade 
and agriculture. ■ A part of their time and in- 
duftry was ftill devoted to the management of 
their cattle: they mingled, in peace and Var, 
with their brethren of the defert j and the Be- 
doweens derived from their ufeful intercourfe, 
ibme fupply of their wants, and fome rudiments 
of art and knowledge. Among the forty-two 
citiesof Arabia'*, enumerated by Abulfeda, the 
moft ancient and populous were fituate in the 

Yet Marclan of Heraclea (m Periploj 16® in tom Hndfoa 
‘Minor. Geograph.) reckons one hiindred and ilxty-four toums in 
Arabia Fcelix, The ’ fize’ of the "to'VfBS ml^ht he fmaH— the faith ■ ' 

the writer might be larger ' ‘ * 
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lia^py Yemen : the towers of Saana*% arid the CHAP, 
marvellous refervoir of Merab were conftru6led , ^ y 

by the kings of the Homerites; but their profane 
luftre was eclipfed by the prophetic glories of 
Medina '^and Mecca ■% near the Ked Sea, and Mecca; 
at the diftance from each other of two hundred 
and feventy miles. Thelaft of thefe holy places 
was known to the Greeks under the name of 
Macoraba ; and the terrnination of the word is 
expreffive of its greatnefs, which has not indeed, 
in the moll flourifliing period, exceeded the lize 
and populoufnefs of Marfeilles. Some latent 
motive, perhaps of fuperftition, mull have 

It is compared by Abiilfeda (in Hudfon, tom.iil. p.54.) to Bamaf** 

CHS, and is ftill the i*efidence of the* Iman of Yemen (Voyages de 
Keibuhr, tom. i. p. 33 1 — 342-.). Saana is twenty-four parafangs fronx 
Dafar (Abulfeda, p-5i.)j and fixty-eight from Aden (p«53.)» 

Pocock, Specimen, p. 57. Geograph. Nubienfis, p.^a. Meriabaj, 
or Merab, fix miles in circumference, was deftroyed by the legions of 
Auguftus (Plin.Hift. Nat. vi. 3 a.), and had not revived in the xivth 
century (Abulfed. Defcript. Arab. p. 58.). 

The name of r/'/y, Medmay was appropriated, xctr’ to Ya- 

treb (the latrippa of the Greeks), the feat of the prophet. The diftaiS* 
ces from Medina are reckoned by Abulfeda in itatioiis, or days journey 
of a caravan (p.15.): to Bahrein, xv.; toBaflbra, xviii.; to Cufhajxx.j * 
to Damafcus or Palelline, xx.; to Cairo, xxv.; to Mecca, X.; from 
Mecca to Saana, (p.5a.) or Aden xxx. 3 to Cairo, xxxi days, or 412. 
hours (Shaw’s Travels, p.477.); v.'hich, according to the eftimate of 
d’Anville (Mefures Itineraires, p.99.)> allows about twenty-live Englifh 
miles for a day’s journey. From the land of frankincenfe (Hadra- 
mant, in Yemen, between Aden and Cape Fartafch) to Gaaa, in 
Syria, Pliny (Hill. Nat. xii. 32.) computes Ixv manfions of camels. 

Thefe meafure may affilt fancy and elucidate fa< 51 :s. 

Our notions of MeccamuH be drawm from the Arabians (d’Herbe- 
lot, BibHotheque Orientale, p. 368 — 371. Pocock, Specimen, p.ixj 
— laH. Abulfeda, p. 1 1 — 40.). As no unbeliever is permitted tcs' 
enter the city, our travellers are filent ; and the ihort hints of The - 
venot (Voyages du Levant, part i. p. 490.) are taken from the fuf- 
picious mouth of an African renegado. Some P^rfians counted 6060 
houfes (Chardinitom. iy. p.idy.). " . „ 

Q j2 impelled 
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CHAP, itnpelted t!ie ibmders, in the cliofce of a fflioft 
, , UHp-n0i»ifing#tHati®n. They erefted ti»eir ihafcii- 

taiMns of or ftone, in a, plain about two 
miles long and one mile broad, at the foot of 
three 'barren mountains : the foil is a rock j tlae 
water even of the holy well of Zemzem is bitter 
or bmckifli ; the paftures are remote from the 
city j and grapes are transported above feventy 
miles -from the gardens of Tayef. The fame 
and %irit of the Koreifhites, who reigned in 
Mecca, were conipicuous among the Arabian 
tribes ; but their ungrateful foil refufed the 
labours of agriculture, and their pofition was 
her trade, favourable to the enterprifes of trade. By the 
•fea-port of -Ge^a, stt*lbfe daftaaBce only of' forty 
miles, they maintained aii eafy correfpondence 
with Afeyifinia; and that Cbriftian kingdom af- 
forded the firft refuge to the difciples of Ma- 
homet. The treafures of Africa were convej'ed 
over the peninfula to Gerrha or Katif, in the 
province of Bahrein, a city built, as it isfaid, of 
rock-Mt, by the Chaldean exiles'® : and from 
thence, with the native peai'ls of the Perlian Gulf, 
they were floated on I'afts to the mouth of the 
Euphrates. Mecca is placed almofl; at an equal 
Billauce, a month’s journey, between Yemen on 
the right, and Syria on the left hand. The 
former was the winter, the latter the fummer, fta- 
tion of her caiavans; and foeir feafonable arrival 
relieved the fhips of Indian from the tedious and 
troublefome navigation of the Bed Sea. In the 

Straboj l.srn. p.iiio* See one -(jf tbefe fait tefes near Balfora^ 
ia d’Herbelptj Bibliot. Orient p. 6. 
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markets of Saana and Merab^ » the harbours of C: H a p. 
Oman and Aden, the camels of the Koreifliites . ^ 

were laden with a precious cargo of aromatics j 
a fupply of corn and manufa^ures was pur^ 
chafed in the fairs of Boftra and Damafcus 5 the 
lucrative exchange diffufed plenty and riches in 
the ftreets of Mecca ; and the nobleft of her 
foHs united the love of arms with the profelfion 
of merchandife 

The perpetual independence of the Arabs National 
has been the theme of praife asaong ftrangers “ence^of 
and natives ; and the arts of controverfy trans- tiie Arabs, 
form this lingular event into a prophecy and a 
miracle, in favour of the pollerity of Ifmael®'. 

Some exceptions that can neither be dilfembled 
nor eluded, render this mode of reafoning as 
indifcreet as it is fuperfluous ; tbe kingdom of 
Yemen has been fucceffively fubdued by the 
Ahylfinians, the Perlkns, the fidtans of Egypf"*, 
and the Turks : the holy cities of Mecca and 

Medina 

Minim di( 5 i 4 e 36 Innumens populis par^ seqrta in cummer ciis aut 
in latrociniis degk (Piin* Hift. Nat. vi. 3a.). See Hale’s Koran, 

Sural, cvi. p. 503. I^cock, Specimen, a. B’Herbelot, Bibliot.1 
Orient, p. 361. Prideaux’s Life of Maliomet, p. 5. Gagnier, Vie 
de Mahomet, tom. i. p. 7a. lao. ia6, &c* 

A namelefs dodlor (Univerfal Hift. vol. xx. o<ffavo edition) has 
formally dcmonji rated the truth of Chriftianity by the independence 
of the Arabs. A critic, befides the exceptions of iadl, might difpute 
the meaning of the text (Genef. xvi, ia.}the extent of the application, 
and' the foundation of the pedigree. 

” It was fubdued, A.D. i i73» hy a brother of the great Saladin, 
who founded a dynafty of Curds or Ayoubites (Guignes, Idlh. des 
Huns, tom. i. p. 4:^5. D’Herbelot, p. 477.). 

By the lieutenant of Soliman L (A, L>. iJjS) and Selim IL 
(15 < 5 8 ). See Cantemir’s Hill, of the Othman empire, p. aoi. a^x. 
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Medina have repeatedly bowed under a Scythian 
tyrant; and the Roman province of Arabia*"* 
embraced the peculiar wildernefs in which 
Ifmael and his fons muft have pitched their 
tents in the face of their brethren. Yet thefe 
exceptions are temporary or local; the body 
of the nation has efcaped the yoke of the 
moft powerful monarchies : the arms of Se- 
foftris and Cyrus, of Pompey and Trajan, 
could never atchieve the conquefl of Arabia; 
the prefent fovereign of the Turks may ex- 
ercife a thadow of jurifdielion, but his pride 
is reduced to folicit the friendlhip of a people, 
whom it is dangerous to provoke and fruit- 
lefs to attack. The obvious caufes of their 
freedom are infcribed on the character and 
country of the Arabs. Many ages before Ma- 

The Paiha, who refided at Saana, commanded twenty-one Beys, but 
no revenue was ever remitted to the Porte (Marfigli, Stato Militare 
delL Imperio Ottomanno, p. 1^54.), and the Turks were expelled 
about the year 1630 (Niebuhr, p. 167, 168.). 

Of the Roman province, under the name of Arabia and the 
third Palelline, the principal cities were Boftra and Petra, which 
dated their sera from the year 1 05 ) when they were fubdued by Palma, 
a lieutenant of Trajan (Dion. Caffius, L Ixviii.), Petra was the 
capital of the N^ath^ans ; whofe name is derived from the eldell of 
the fons of Ifmael (Genef. xjev. 151, &c. with the Commentaiies of 
Jeromj L,e Clerc, and Calmet). Juftinian relinquHhed a palm country 
of ten days journey to the fouth of ^lah (Procop. de Bell. Perfic^ 
1 . i. c. 19.), and the Romans maintained a centurion anda cuftom- 
houfe (Arrian in Periplo Maris Erythrsei, p.ii. in Hudfon, tom. h), 
at a place {\^vm hw/aii, Pagus Albus Hawara) in the territory of Me- 
dina (D’Anville Memoire fur ITgypte, p. ^43.). Thefe real poiTef* 
lions, and feme naval inroads of Trajan (Peripl. p. 14, 15.), are 
magnified by hifiory and medals into the Roman conquefi; of Arabia. 

'5 Niebuhr (Defeription de P Arabic, p. 30s, 303. 329 — “33i<*) 
affords the moft recent and authentic intelligence of the Turkifii em*®* 
||)ire in Arabia. 
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liomet '®, their intrepid valour had been feverely c 
felt by their neighbours in offenfive and defen- 
five wai'. The patient and active Tirtues of a 
foldier are infenlibly nurfed in the habits .and 
difcipline of a palloral life. The care of the 
Iheep and camels is abandoned to the women of 
the tribe ; but the martial youth under the ban- 
ner of the emir, is ever onhorfeback, and in the 
field, to pra6life the exercife of the bow, the jave- 
lin, and the fcymetar. The long memory of 
their independence is the firmell pledge of its 
perpetuity, and fucceeding generations are ani- 
mated to prove their defcent, and to maintain 
their inheritance. Their domeftic feuds are 
fulpended on the approach of a common enemy j 
and in their lafl hollilities againfl the Turks, the 
caravan of Mecca was attacked and pillaged by 
fourfcore thoufand of the confederates. When 
they advance to battle, the hope of victory is in 
the front ; in the rear, the affurance of a retreat. 
Their horfes and camels, who in eight or ten 
days can perform a march of four of five hun- 
dred miles, difappear before the conqueror ; the 
fecret waters of the defert elude his fearch ; and 
his vi6torious troops are confumed with third, 
hunger, and fatigue, in the purfuit of an in- 
vifible foe, who fcorns his efforts, and fafely 
repofes in the heart of the burning folitude. The 
arms and deferts of the Bedoweens are not only 
the fafeguardsof their own freedom, but the bar- 

DWoras Siculus (tom. ii, 1. xix. p. 390 — 393. edit, WefTellng) 
-lias clearly expofed' tiae freedom of the Nabath^au Arabs? who re- 
filled the arms of Autigoaus a»d his fonv ' 
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rito al& of the bop|)^ Afabia, wbofe ifihabitaats, 
reosote frtan-war, are enervated by the litxury of 
the and climate. The legions of Aagtiftas 
ftielted away in difeafe and kffitude ; and it is 
ohty by a navil power that the reduction of 
Yemen haa been fuccefsfully attempted. When 
Mahomet eredled his holy ftandard that king- 
dom was a province of the Perfian empire 5 yet 
feven princes of the Homerites ftill I'eigned in 
the mountains j and the vicegerent of Chofroes 
was tempted to forget his diftant country and his 
unfortunate mafter. The hiftorians of the age of 
Juftinian reprefent the Hate of the independent 
Arabs, who were divided by intereft or affe<Slion 
in the long quarrel of theEaftt the tribe of 
was aUoWed to encamp on the Syrian ter- 
ritory j the princes of Hira were permitted to 
form a city about forty miles to the ibuthward of 
the ruins of Babylon. Their fervice in the held 
was fpeedy and vigorous j but their friendfliip was 
venal, their faith inconftant, their enmity capri- 
cious : it was an eafier taflc to excite than to 
diferm thefe roving Barbarians ; and, in the fa, 
miliar intercourfe of War, they learned to fee, 
aMto defpife, the Iplendid weaknefs both of 
Ebme and of Perfia. From Mecca to the Eu- 

” Strabo, 1 . x«. p. 11*7 — nag. Pbn. Hift. Nattjr. vi. 3*. ^liu* 
Callus landed near Biedina, and marched near a thoufand miles into 
the part 6f YeJnen h^tweea Mareb and the Ocean., The non ante 
devi^is Sabese re^Vus {Od* k p. and the intadti Arabum thetauri 
(Od. ill. a4.) o£ Horace, atteft the vii^in purity of Arabia. 

^ See rile imperfedl hiftory of Yemen in Pocock, Specimen, p. 55 
—,66. of Hira, p. 66“^ — 74, of GaSan, p. 75 — 78. as far as it couM 

be known or preferved in the tane of igm^ance. 
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phrates, the Arabian tribes*® were confounded chap. 
bj tbe Greeks and Latins, under the general ap- , 

pellation of Sakacens% a name which every 
Chriftian mouth has been taught to pronounce 
with terror and abhorrence. 

The flaves of domeftic tyranny may vainly Their do- 
exult in their national independence ; but the 
Arab is perfonally free 5 and he enjoys, in Ibme and cha. 
degree, the benefits of fociety, without forfeiting 
the prerogatives of nature. In every tribe, fu- 
perftition, or gratitude, or fortune^ has exalted a 
particular family above the heads of their equals. 

The dignities of flieich and emir invariably de- 
fcend in this chofen race ; but the order of fac- 
ceffion is loofe and precarious j and the moft 
worthy or aged of the noble kinfmen are pre- 
ferred to the Ample, though important, office of 
compofing difputes by their advice, and guiding 
valour by their example. Even a female of fenfe. 

SfltpaSH'nKixcift fjiUpmiBg rmroc, amt to @(,VTm fpii/bWJ'o/Jio/, 

kqli ©i^icTsroTot, are defcribed by MenaBdo? (Excerpt. Legation, p* I49.)» 

Procopius (de Bell. Perfic. Li. c. 17. 19. LiL c.io.); and, in the moil 
lifely colours, by Ammianus Marcellinus (L w. c*4.), who had fpoken 
of them as early as the reign of Marcus. 

The name which, ufed by Ptolemy -and Pliny in a more con- 
fined, by Ammianus and Procopius in a larger, fenfe, has been de- 
rived, ridiculoufly, from Sarah-, the wife of Abraham, obfcurely from, 
the village of Saraka (/xera Stephan, de Urbibus), more 

plaufibly from the Arabic words, which fignify a thievljh charadler, 
or fituation (Holtinger, liift. Oriental, i. i, c. i. p. 7, 8. Pocodc, 

Specimen, p.33. 35. AlFeman. Bibliot. Orient, tom. iv, p*567.). Yet 
the laft and moft popular of thefe etymologies, is refuted by Ptolemy 
(Arabia, p. 18. in Hudfon, tom. iv.), who exprefsly remarks the 
weftern and fouthern polition of the Saracens, then an obfeure tribe 
on the bcH’ders of Egypt. The appellation cannot therefore allude to 
any ; and, fince it was impofed by , ftrangers, it twill 

be found, not in the Arabic, but in a. foreign language. ' 
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-C H A P, and fpirit has been permitted to command the 
< ■ countrymen of Zenobia^'. The momentary 

junction of feveral tribes produces an army ; their 
more lading union conflitutes a nation ; and the 
fupreme chief, the emir of emirs, whofe banner 
" is difplayed at their head, may deferye, in the 
eyes of ftrangers, the honours of the kingly name. 
If the Arabian princes abufe their power, they 
are quickly puniflied by the defertion of their 
fubjedts, who had been accullomed to a mild and 
parental jurifdidtion. Their fpirit is free, their 
ileps are unconfined, the defert is open, and the 
tribes and families are held together by a mutual 
and voluntary compadb- The fofter natives of 
Yemen sfupported the pomp and majefty of a 
' monarch j but if he could not leave his palace 
without endangering his life^®, the adlive powers 
of government mufl have been devolved on his 
nobles and magiflrates. The cities of Mecca 
and Medina ptefent, in the heart of Alia, the 
form, or rather the fubftance, of a common- 
wealth. The grandfather of Mahomet, and his 
lineal anceflors,. appear in foreign and domeflic 
tranfadtions as the princes of their country ; but 
they reigned, like Pericles at Athens, or the 

Saraceiii . • . . mulie^es. aiunt m eos regnare (Expolitio totlu$ 
Mundi, p.3, in Hudfon, tom.iii.). The reign of Mavk is famous In 
eccleliaftical ilory. Pocock? Specimen, p. 69. 83. 

Mn sfcivat €» twv jSacriXEtwv, is the report of Agatharades (de Mari 
Rubro, p. 63, 64* in Hudfon, torn.!.}, Diodorus Siculus (tomd. Liii. 
c. 47*p.as5.), and Strabo (l.xvi. p,iia4.)» But I much fufpecSl: that 
this is one of the popular tales, or extraordinary accidents, which, 
-the . credulity of travellers fo often transform^ into a fadl, a cuflom, and 
,akw» 
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Medici at Florence, by the opinion of their ' 
wifdom and integrity ; their influence was 
divided with their patrimony ; and the fceptre 
was transferred from the uncles of the prophet 
to a younger branch of the tribe of Koreilh. 
On folemn occafions they convened the aflombly 
of the people ; and lince mankind muft be either 
compelled or perfuaded to obey, the ufe and re- 
putation of oratory among the ancient Arabs is 
the cleareft evidence of public freedom”. But 
their Ample freedom was of a very different call 
from the nice and artiflcial machinery of the 
Greek and Roman republics, in which each 
member poffeffed an undivided ftiare of the civil 
and political rights of the community. In the 
more Ample ftate of the Arabs the nation is 
free, becaufe each of her fons difdains a bafe fub- 
milAon to the will of a mafter. His breaft is 
fortiAed with the auflere virtues of courage, pa- 
tience, and fobriety ; the love of independence 
prompts him to exercife the habits of felf-com- 
raand ; and the fear of difhonour guards him 
from the meaner apprehenflon of pain, of danger, 
and of death. The gravity and firmnefs of the 
mind is confpicuous in his outward demeanor : 
his fpeech is flow, weighty, and cOncife, he is 
feldom provoked to laughter, his only geflure is 
that of Aroking his beard, the venerable lymbol 


Non gloriabantur antiqxiitus Arabes, mfi gladio, hofpite, et 
quentid (Sephadiuss apud Pocock, Specimen, p.i6i, 16a.). This gift 
.of fpeech they fhared only with the Perfians ; and the fententiou» 
Arabs would probably have dlfdained the fimple and fuWime logic of 
DerE^oflhenes. 


of 


*5^ Tm i^ECtlNE AND FAIX 

C H^A p. of manltood j and tlie fenfo of his own 

teaches him to accoft his equals without 
levity, and liis fup^ors without awe^\ The li- 
berty of the Saracens furvived their cwqueflis : 
the firft caliphs indulged the bold and familiar 
lai^uage of their fubje<as : they afcended the 
pulpit to perfoade and edify the congregation ; 
nor was it before the feat of empire was removed 
to the Tigris, that the Abbaffides adopted the 
proud and pompous ceremonial of the Perlian 
and Byzantine courts. 

avii ws In the ftudy of nations and men, we may ob- 
vate re- ferve the caufes that render them hoftile or 
▼enge. friendly to each other, that tend to narrow or 
enlarge, to moHify or exailperate, the focial 
charafl:er. The reparation of the Arabs from 
the reft of mankind, has accuftomed them to 
confound the ideas of llranger and enemy ; and 
the poverty of the land has introduced a maxim 
of jurifprudeBee, which they believe and pradtife 
to the prefent hour. They pretend, that in 
the divilion of the earth, the rich and fertile 
climates were affigned to the other branches of 
the human family; and tliat the pofterity of 
the outlaw Ifm^i might recover, by fraud or 
force, the portion oi inheritance of which 
be had been unjuftly deprived. According to 
til© remark of Pliny, the Arabian tribes are 
equally addicted to theft and merchandife : the 

I muft remkdtie leader *at d’An»ifflix,d’Herbdotvand NiHu^ 

wprefeiit^ cdloui^,, tit© jgaainm and governmemt of 

the Arab%, 

pf Mahomet. 
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caravans that traverfe the defert are ranfomed or 
piliagedj and their neighboui’s, lince the remote 
times of Job and Sefofti’is have been the vic- 
tims of their rapacimis fpirit. if a Bedoween 
difcovera from afar a folitary traveller, he rides 
forioully againft him, crying, with a loud voice, 
“ Undrefs thyfelf, thy aunt (my is without 
*' a garment.” A ready fubmiffion entitles him 
t© mercy ; refiftance will provoke the aggrelTor, 
and his own blood mull expiate the blood which 
he prefumes to Ihed in Intimate defence. A 
tingle robber, or a few alTociates, are branded 
with their genuine name ; but the exploits of a 
numerous band afliime the character of a lawful 
and honourabie war. The temper of a people, 
thus armed againft mankind, was doublyinflamed 
by die domeftic licence of rapine, murder, and 
revenge. In the oonflitution erf' Europe, the right 
rf peace and war is now c^fined to a fmall, and 
the actual exercife to a much fmaler, lift of re- 
%eS;able potentates ; but each Arab, with impu. 
nity and renown, might point his javelin againft 
the life of his countryman. The union of the 
nation conftfted only in a vague refemblance of 
language and manners; and in each community, 
the jurifdiiSlion of the magiftrate was mute and 
impotent. Of the time of ignorance which pre- 

Obferve tbe firft chapter of Job, and the long wall of 1500 
lladia which Sefofhris built from Felulium to Heliopolis (Diodor. SicuL 
torn.!, L‘L -p. t)7.). tJnder the name of the fhepherd kings, 

they had formerly fubdued Egypt (Mariham> Canon. Chron. p,98 — 

&c.). 
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P, ceded Mahomet, fevent^en hundred ba;ttles‘’® are 
recorded by tradition : hoftility was embittered 
with the rancour of civil faction ; and the recital, 
in profe or verfe,of an obfolete feud, was fufficient 
to rekindle the fame paffions among the defcen- 
dants of the hoftile tribes. In private life, every 
man, at leaft every family, was the judge and 
avenger of its own caufe. The nice fenfibility of 
honour, which weighs the infult rather than the 
injuiy, fhed its deadly venom on the quarrels of 
the Arabs : the honour of their women, and of 
their beards, is mofl eafily wounded; an indecent 
a6lion, a contemptuous word, can be expiated 
only by the blood of the offender ; and fuch is 
their'patient inveteracy, that they expe6t whole 
months and years the opportunity of revenge. 
A fine or compenfation for murder is familiar to 
the Barbarians of every age ; but in Arabia the 
kinfmen of the dead are at liberty to accept the 
atonement, or to exercife with their own hands 
the law of retaliation. The refined malice of the 
Arabs refufes even the head of the murderer, 
fubftitutes an innocent to the guilty perlbn, and 
transfers the penalty to the belt and moft con- 
fiderable of the race by whom they have been 
injured. If he falls by their hands, they are ex- 
pofed in their turn to the danger of reprifals, the 
interefl and principal of the bloody debt are ac- 

Or,accordmg to another account, i%oo (d’Herbelot, Bibllotheque 
Orientale, p. 75.): the two hillorians who wrote of the Ajam al Arah^ 
the battles of the Arabs, liyed in the 9th and loth centuiy. The fa- 
mous war of Dahes and Gabrah was occafioned by two horfes, lalled 
forty years? and ended in a proverb (Pocock, Specimen, p«4g»}. 

cumulated; 
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<!iimulateclj the individuals of either family lead c H AP, 
a life of malice and fulpicion, and fifty years may 
foraetimes elapfe before the account of vengeance 
be finally fettled”. This fanguinary fpirit, igno- 
rant of pity or forgivenefs, has been moderated, 
however, by the maxims of honour, which require 
in every private encounter fome decent equality 
of age and ilrength, of numbers and weapons. 

An annual feftival of two, perhaps of four, Anim^ 
months, was obferved by the Arabs before, the 
time of Mahomet, during which their fwords 
Were religioufly Iheathed both in foreign and 
domeftic hoftility ; and this partial truce is more 
ftrongly expreffive of the habits of anarchy and 
warfare”. 

But the fpirit of rapine and I’evenge w^as at- Their fo- 
tempered by the milder influence of trade and 
literature. The folitaiy peninfula is encompaffed andvir- 
by the moft civilized nations of the ancient world: 
the merchant is the friend of mankind: and the 
annual caravans imported the firil feeds of know- 
ledge and politenefs into the cities, and even the 
camps of the defert. Whatever may be the pedi- 
gree of the Arabs, their language is derived from 
the lame original Hock with the Hebrew, the 

The modex^n theory and pra( 5 lice of the Arabs m the revenge of 
murder^ are defcribed by Niebuhr (Defcription, p. a6 — 3i.)« The 
harfiier features of antiquity may be traced in the Koran, c. p« ao* 
c« 17# p. a30. with Salehs Obfervations. ' ' 

Procopius (de BelL Perfic. L i. c. i6.) places the tw holy months 
about the fummer folftke. The Arabians confecrate four months of 
the year-— the firft, feventh, eleventh, and twelfth ; and pretend, that 
in a long feries of ages the truce was infringed only four or fix times 
'(SaleV Preliminary Difcourfe, p« 147— 150. and Notes on the ixth ' 
chapter of ' the ,Kora% p* 1541 - Cafiri, ffibliot* Hifpano-Arabicaf^ 

tim.al p« aoi 
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CHAP. Syriac, and db^ Chaldaaan tongues ; the indepen- 

1— ■ detioe "of tfep trtJbes was marked by tlieir peculiar 
■dialers ^*"5 but each, after their own, allowed a 
Juft preference to the pure and perfpicuous idiom 
of Mecca. In Arabia as well as in Greece, the 
perfe^ion of language outftripped the refine- 
ment of manners; and herfpeech could diverfify 
the fourfcone names of honey, the two hundred 
of a ferpent, the five hundred of a lion, the 
thoufend of a fword, at a time when this copious 
diftionaiy was entrufted to the memory of an 
illiterate people. The mon uments of the Home- 
rites were infcribed with an obfolete and myfte- 
rious chara^er; but the Cufic letters, theground- 

work of the prefent alphabet, were invented on 
the banks of the Eiuphrates ; and the recent in- 
vention was taught at Mecca by a ftranger who 
fettled in that city after the birth of Mahomet. 

lire arts of grammar, of metre, and of rhetoric, 

were unkijown to the freeborn eloqoernce of tiae 
Arabians; but their penetration was fharp, their 
fancy luxuriant, their wit ftrong and fententious% 

Aroiaa, ia the fecond aentuy, remarks i(m Periplo Maris Ery- 
dirsel, p. la.) the .partial or total difference of the tliakas of the Arabs. 
Their fangnage and kttt^ are oopioufly treated by Poceck (Speci- 
men, p.150- 154.), Cafiri (Bibliot. Hifpano-Arabica, tom. i. p. 1. 83. 
99*. tom. ii. p. aj, and JSfiebnhr (Defor^tion .de I’Arabie, 
p. 7a .86.}. ■! pdfs dli^ttiy j I ana not fond of repeating words like a 
'•patvat. 

A familiar tale in Voltaire s Sadig (le Chien et le Cheval} is re- 
dated, to prove the natursil l^chy of the Arabs (d’Hefbelot, Bibliot. 
Oriccy p.iao, 1-44. ."Oagnier, Vie de Mahomet, torn.!, p.37 — '46.}; 
bat a’ArvfeusEjor-raiher La >Roque '(Voyage de Paleftine, p.ga.) de- 
Eies the boafted foperionty-of the Bedoweens. The one hundred and 
■fixty-nine fenteSes of Ah (tranflated by 'Oc%, London, 17-18} tf- 
%d a juft and fowurable fpccimea o£ Ardbiaa wfo 
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and theiiMBore elaborate compofitions were ad- c H AP- 
dreded with energy and etfedl to the minds of 
their hearers. The genius and merit of a riling Love of 
poet was celebrated by the applavife of his own 
and the kindred tribes. A folemn banquet was 
prepared, and a chorus of women, ftriking their 
tymbals, and dilplaying the pomp of their nup- 
tials, fling in the prefence of their fons and huf- 
bands the felicity of their native tribe ; that a 
champion had now appeared to vindicate their 
rights ; that a herald had raifed his voice to im- 
mortalife their renown. The diftant or hoftile 
tribes reforted to an annual fair, which was abo- 
lifhed by the fanaticifm of the firft Moflems; 
a national aliembly that mull have contributed 
to refine and harmonife the Barbarians. Thirty 
days were employed in the exchange, not only 
of corn and wine, but of eloquence and poe- 
try. The prize was dilputed by the generous 
emulation of the bards ; the victorious perform- 
ance was depofited in the archives of princes and 
emirs ; and we may read in our own language, the 
feven original poems which were infcribed in 
letters of gold, and fufpended in the temple of 
Mecca ‘‘h The Arabian poets were the hiflorians 
and moralills of the age ; and if they fympathifed 
with the prejudices, they infpired and crowned 
the virtues, of their countrymen. The indiflb- 

Pocock (Specimen? p. 158— 1 61.) and Cafiri (Bibliot. I-Iifpano- 
Arabica, torn. !, p. 48. 84? 119. tom. in p.17? 3cc-) fpeak of the 

Arabian poets before Mahomet; the feven poems of the Caaba have 
been publifhed in EngMfh by Sir William Jones 5 but his honourable 
miffion to India has deprived us of his own notes? far more mterefling 
than the obfcure and obfoiete text. . 
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^ union ofgenerolity and valour was the dar- 

theme of their long ; and when they pointed 
their keeneft fatire againft a delpicable race, 
they aflSrmed, in the bitternefs of reproach, that 
the men knew not how to 

Examples to deny 
i>i geaero- 
lity. ' 


give^ nor' the womea 
The fame holpitality, which wa 

prafitifed by Abraham, and celebrated by Homer, 
is Hill renewed in the camps of the Arabs. The 
ferocious Bedoweens, the terror of the defert, 
embrace, without inquiry or helitation, the ftran- 
ger who dares to confide in their honour and to 
enter their tent. His treatment is kind and re- 
Ipefilful ; he ihares the w'ealth or the poverty of 
his hoft : and, after a needful repofe, he is dif- 
mified on his Way, with thanks, with bleffings, 
and perhaps with gifts. The heart and hand are 
more largely expanded by the wants of a brother 
or a friend j but the heroic a6ls that could deferve 
the public applaufe, mull have furpaffed the nar- 
row meafure of difcretion and experience. A 
difpute had arifen, who, among the citizens of 
Mecca, was entitled to the prize of generolity, 
and a fucceffive application was made to the 
three who were deemed moft worthy of the trial. 
Abdallah, the ion of Abbas, had undertaken a 
diftant journey, and his foot was in the flirrup 
when he heard the voice of a fuppliant, « Gfon 
« of the uncle of the apoille of God, I am a tra- 
“ veller, andin diftrefs!” He inftantly difmount- 
ed to prefent the pilgrim with his camel, her rich 
caparifon, and a purfe of four thoufand pieces 
of gold, excepting only the ftvord, either for its 

Sale’s Preliminary Difcoutfe, p. *9, 30. 



intrinfic 
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intrinfic value, or as the gift of an honoured^ C H A ? 
kinfman. The fervant of Ka'is ihfornied thh fe- . ^ , 

cond fuppliant that his mailer v^as afleep ; hut he 
immediately added!, “ Here is a purfe of feven 
“ thoufand pieces of gold (it is all wd have in the 
“ houfe), and' here is aii' order,- that will entitle 
‘‘ you to a camel and a' Have’;” the mailer, as 
foon as he awoke, praifed’ attd' enfranchifed his 
faithful lleWard with' a gentle repf ooE that by re- 
Ijpedling his fluihbers he had Hinted his bounty. 

The third of thelh llerdesy tile blind- Ai-abah, at 
the hour of prayer,* WaS'fupportiHg his'lldps on 
tlie Ihoulders of two Haves. “ Alas!” he replied, 

“ my coffers are empty ! but thefe you may fell j 
“ if you refufe, I renounce them.” At thefe 
words, pulhing away the youths, he groped along 
the wall with his fl'aff. The charadler of H'atem 
is the perfedl model of Arabian virtue ; he was 
brave and liberal, att eloqueht poet and a fuccefs- 
ful robber : forty camels were roafted at his hof- 
pitable feall ; and at the prayer of a fuppliant 
enemy ,ihe rellored both the captives and the Ipoil. 

The freedom of his countrymen difdained the 
laws of jullice : they proudly indulged the Ipon- 
taneous impulfe of pity and benevolence. 

The religion of the Arabs as well as of the Ancient 
Indians, cortlifled in the worlliip of the fun, the 

moon, 

D^Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 458. Gagmer Vie de Mahomet?* 
tora.iii. p. %xZ» Caab and Hefnus (Pocock, Specimen, p. 43. 46. 48.) 
were likewife confpicuous for their liberality ; and the latter is ele- 
gantly praifed by an Arabian poet; Videbis eum cum accefferis 
exultantem, ac ii dares illi quod ab illo petisv’^ 

Whatever can now be known of the idolatry of the ancient Ara« 
bians^ may be found in Poeock- (Specimen, p. 89— -13^. 163, i64.)« 

K - % Hi« 
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H A P. moon, andihf fixed llarsj aprimitive and fpecious 
1 mode of fuperftition. The bright luminaries of 
the Iky difplay the vifible image of a Deity ; their 
number and diftance convey to a philofophic, or 
even a vulgar eye, the idea of boundlefs fpace: 
the charadler of eternity is marked on thefe folid 
globes, that feem incapable of corruption or de- 
cay; the regularity of their motions may be 
afcribed to a principle ofi'eafon or inftindl ; and 
their real or imaginary influence encourages 
the vain belief that the earth and its inhabitants 
are the objedloftheir peculiar care. Thefcience 
ofaftronomy was cultivated at Babylon ; but the 
ll’hool of the Arabs was a clear firmament and a 
naked plain. ,.In their nodturnal marches, they 
tteered by the guidance of the liars : their names, 
and order, and daily llation, were familiar to the 
curiofity and devotion of the Bedoween ; and he 
was taught by experience to divide in twenty- 
eight parts, the zodiac of the moon, and to blels 
the conllellations who refreflied, with falutary 
rains, the third of the defert. The reign of the 
heavenly orbs could not be extended beyond the 
vifible ^here ; and fome metaphyfical powers 
were necelfary to fullain the tranfraigration of 
fouls and the refurredlion of bodies : a camel was 
left to perifli on the grave, that he might lerve his 
mailer in another life ; and the invocation of de- 
parted fpirits implies that they were Hill endowed 
with confcioufnefs and power. I am ignorant, and 
I am carelefs, ofthe blind mythology of the Bar- 

His profound erudition is more clearly and coneifely interpreted by 
(Preliminary Bifcourfe, p. 14 — 24.) ; and Aifemanni (Bibliot® 
Orkiit, tom* ir. p.^So-— 590.) bas added fome valuable remarks. 

barians; 
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barians; of the local deities, of the flars, the air, c H A. P. 
and the earth, of their fex or titles, their attri- , 
butes or fubordination. Each tribe, each family, 
each independent warrior, created and changed 
the rites and the objedl of his fantaftic worlliip ; 
but the nation, in every age, has bowed to the 
religion, as well as to the language, of Mecca. 

The genuine antiquity of the CaabA afcends be- TheCaaBa 
yond the Chriftian sera : in defcribing the coaft 
of the Red Sea, the Greek hiftorian Diodorus 
has remarked, between the Thamudites and the 
Sabasans, a famous temple, whofe fuperior fanc- 
tity was revered by all the Arabians : the linen 
or filken veil, which is annually renewed by the 
Turkifli emperor, was olfei’ed by a pious 
king of the Homerites, who reigned feven bun- 
dred years before the time of Mahomet '*'’. A 
tent or a cavern might fuffice for the worfliip of 
the favages, but an edifice of ftdne and clay has 
been ere6ted in its place ; and the art and power 
of the monarchs of the Eafb have been confined 


Ie^ov ayfajTOTOv t^^vrccs, viro •ircAvrcov A^a/2oy ^i^Clrors^ov 

(Dlodor.Sicul. tom. i. l.iii.p* an.)* The character and pofition are 
fo corredlly appofite? that I am furprifed how this curious paflage 
Ihould have been read without notice or application. Yet this famous 
temple had been overlooked by Agatharcides (de Mari Rubro,p.5^> 
in Hudfonj tom. i.)j whom Diodorus copies in the reft of the defcrip- 
tiom Was the Sicilian more knowing than the Egyptian ? Or was 
the Caaba built between the years of Rome 650 and 746? the dates of 
their refpedlive hiftories ? (Dodwell, in Difiert. ad tom. i. Hudfbnj 
p. 7a. Fabricius, Bibliot. Grsec. tom.ii. p. 770.). 

Pocockj Specimen, p. 60, 61* From the death of Mahomet we 
afcend to 6S, from his birth to 129, years, before the Chriftian sera. 
The veil or curtain, which is now of filk and gold, was no more than a 
piece of Egyptian linen (Abulfeda in ¥it. Mohammed, c. 6. p. 24-)* 

^3 
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to the fimplicity of .tiie original model A fpn- 
cious portico inclofes the quadrangle of the 
Caaba; afquare chapel, twenty-four cubits long, 
twenty-three broad, and twenty-feven high : a 
door and a window admit the light ; the double 
roof is fupported by three pillars of wood ; a 
fpout (now o^ gold) difcharges the rain-water, 
and the well Zemzem is protected by a dome 
from accidental pollution. The tribe of Koreifli, 
by fraud or force, had acquired the cuftody of 
the Caaba: the facerdotal office devolved through 
four lineal defcents to the grandfather of Ma- 
homet ; and the family of the Halhemites, from 
whence he fprung, was the moft relpedlable and 
facred in the eyes of their country The pre- 
cinfts of Mecca enjoyed the rights of fenftuary ; 
and, in thelail month of each year, the city and 
the temple were crowded with a long train of pil- 
grims, who prefented their vows and offerings in 
the houfe of God. The fame rites which are now 
accomplifced by the faithful Mufulroan, were in- 
vented and pradlifed by the fuperftition of the 
idolaters. 4t an awful diftance they caff away 
iheir garments : feven times, with hafty fteps, 
they eqcircled the Caaba, and kiffed the black 

*^7 The original plan of the Caaba (which is fervUely copied in Sale, 
the IJniverfal Hil^ory, 3cc. j was aTurkilh draught? which Reland (de 
Reiigione iVTohammedica, p. 113—12^3.) hascorretfled and explained 
from the belt authorities. For the defcription and legend of the 
Caaba, confuk Pocock (Specimen, p. 115 — 122,.), the Bibliotheque 
Orientale of dTIerbelot {fZaaba^ Eagir% Zem%em^ 2x1^, Sals^ 
(Preliminary E|ifcourfe, p. 114— -122.). 

Cola, the fifth anceftor of Mahomet, mufi have ufurped the Caaba 
A.D, 440; but the ftory is differently told by Jannabi (Gagnier, Vie 
,de Mahomet, tom. i. p. 65 — 69.) and by Abiilfeda (in Vit. Moiiam. 

p. 13.). 
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■fione : feven times they vifited and adored the C H A P, 
adjacent mountains ; feven times they threw ^ . 

ilones into the valley of Mina ; and the pilgrim- 
age was atchieved, as at the prefent feur, by a 
facrifice of Iheep and camels, and the burial of 
their hair and nails in the confecrated ground. 

Each tribe either found or introduced in the 
Caaba their domellic worfhip : the temple was 
adorned, or defiled, with three hundred and fixty 
idols of men, eagles, lions, and antelopes ; and 
moft confpicuous was the ftatue of Hebal, of red 
agate, holding in his hand feven arrows, without 
heads or feathers, the inftruments and lymbols 
of profane divination. But this ftatue was a mo- 
nument of Syrian arts : the devotion of the ruder 
ages was content with a pillar or a tablet ; and 
the rocks of the defert were hewn into gods or 
altars, in imitation of the black ftone of Mecca, 
which is deeply tainted with the reproach of an 
idolatrous origin. From Japan to Peru, the ufe Sacrifices 
of facrifice has univerfally prevailed j and the 
votary has exprefled his gratitude, of fear, by 
deftroying or confirming in honour of the gods, 
the deareft and moft precious of their gifts. The 
life of a man is the moft precious oblation to 

deprecate 

In the fecond century, Maximus of Tyre attributes to the Arabs 
the worfhip of a flone — jugvjovxivcd h ax, to Se c&yotX^ 

; XiOoj nv TiT^c&yom^ (DilTert. viii* tom, i, p, 142,* edit«Reifke)s 
and the reproach is furioufly re-echoed by the Chriftians (Clemens ' 

Alex, in Protreptico, p. 40, Amobius contra Gentes, I.vi. p.z46,), 

Yetthefe ftones were no other than the jSatTuXc? of Syria and Greece, 
fo renowned in facred and profane antiquity (Eufeb. Prajp. Evangel, 

L i, p, 37, Marfliam, Canon, Chron. p. 54 — ^56,). . 

The two horrid fubje 61 :s of Ai>^§o 9 vcnc& and TXaMvcrfaf are ac* 
cnrateiy difcufled by the learned Sir John Mariham (Canon* Chron® 

B 4 ,p, 76 
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P. deprecate, a public calamity : the altars of Hioe- 
^ nicia and Egypt, of Rome and Carthage, have 
-been polluted with human gore: the cruel prac- 
■tice was long prelerved among the Arabs ; in the 
third century, a boy was annually facrifieed by 
the tribe of the Dumatians*'; and a royal captive 
was pioufly flaughtered by the prince of the Sara- 
. cens, the ally and foldier of the Emperor Jufti- 
• nian5^ A pai-ent who drags his fon to the altar, ex- 
I hibits the mofl painful and fublime effort of fan a- 
tacifm: the deed, or the intention, was fandlified 
by the example of faints and heroes: and the 
father of Mahomet himfelf was devoted by a 
ralh vow,_and hardly ranfomed for the equiva- 
lent of an hundred camels. An the time of igno- 
rance, the Arabs,- like the i Jews and Egyptians, 
abftainedirom the tafte of fwine’s defh they 

p. 76 — 78. 301—304.). Sanclioniatho derives the Phojnician facri- 
fices from the example of Chronus ; but we are ignorant whether Chro- 
nus lived befoi'e or after Abraham, or indeed whether he lived at all. 

Kar’ STog ty.(x.<rov x&Aooi, sSucy, is the reproach of Porpliyiy; but 
he like wife imputes to the Roman the fame barbarous cuftom, which 
A. U. C. f)57, had been finally abolilhed. Dumtetha, Daumat al Gen- 
dal, is noticed by Ptolemy (Tabul. p. 37. Arabia, p. 9 — 29.) and 
Abulfeda (p. 5 7.); and may be found in D^Anville’s maps, in the mid- 
deiert between Chaibar and Tadmor. 

Procopius (de Bell. Perhco, LLc. a8.}, Evagrius (hvi.c.24.}, and 
Pocock (Specimen, p. 72,86.), atteft the human facrifices of the Arabs 
in the vith century. The danger and efcape of Abdallah, is a tradition 
rather than a fadi (Gagnier, Vie de Mahomet, tom. i. p. 82 — 84«). 

Suillis carnibus abftinent, fays Solinus (Polyhiftor, c. 33.), who 
copies Pliny (I. vm. c. 68.) in the ftrange fuppofition, that hogs can- 
not live in Arabia. The Egyptians were actuated by a natural and 
fuperftidous horror for that unclean beaft (Marfliam, Canon, p. 205,)® 
The old Arabians likewife pradliced, poji coiturrh the rite of ablution 
(Herodot. 1. i. c* 80.), which is fancflified by the Mahometan law’' 
(Reland, p. 75, &c. Chardin, or rather the of Shaw Abbas ^ 

tom*iv. p,7i, &c.). 
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circumcifed®‘* their children at the age of pu- c h A P. 
berty : the fame cuftoms, without the cenfure or 
the precept of the Koran, have been lilently 
tranfmitted to their pofterity and profelytes. It 
has been fagacioufly conjefitured, that the artful 
legiflator indulged the ftubborn prejudices of 
his countrymen. It is more limple to believe that 
he adhered to the habits and opinions of his youth, 
without forefeeing that a pra6lice congenial to 
the climate of Mecca, might become ufelefs or 
inconvenient on the banks of the Danube or the 
Volga. 

Arabia was free : the adjacent kingdoms were introdue- 
fhaken by the florms of conqueft and tyranny, and 
the perfecLited fe6ls fled to the happy land where 
they might profefs what they thought, and prac- 
tife what ' they profeflTed. The religions of the 
Sabians and Magians, of the Jews and Chriftians, 
were diffeminated from the Perfian Gulph to the 
Red Sea. In a remote period of antiquity, 
Sabianifm was diflfufed over Afia by the fcience 
of the Chaldeans^* and the arms of the Aflyrians. 

From the obfervations of two thoufand years, the 
priefts and aflronomers of Babylon^* deduced the 

eternal 


The Mahometan do< 5 lors are not fond of the fubjetSl; yet they 
hold circuincifion necefTary to faIvation> and even pretend that 
Mahomet was miraculoufly boi*n without aforelkin(Pocock,Specimen5 
p» 3 199 3510. Sale’s Preliminary Difcourfe, p. io6j I07,)- 

Diodorus Siculus (tom. i.L ii. p. 14a— 145*) call on their 

religion the curious but fuperficial glance of a Greek. Their aftronomy 
would be far more valuable ; they had looked through the telefcope of 
reafon? fince they could doubt whether the fun were in the number of 
the planets or,: of the fixed ilars. 

Simplicius (who quotes Porphyry)? de Cselo. 1 . IL com. xlvL p- xas* 
lin. 1 8. apud Mariham? Canon. Chron* p. 474* who' doubts thefacSt? 

becaufe 
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eternal laws »f nature and Providence. They 
adored the feven gods or angels who dire6ted 
the courfe of the feven planets, and Ihed their 
irrefillible influence on the earth. The attributes 
of the feven planets, with the twelve figns of the 
zodiac, and the twenty-four conftellations of the 
northern and Ibuthern hemifphere, were repre- 
fented by images and talifmans j the feven days 
of the week were dedicated to their refpefilive 
deities; the Sabians prayed thrice each day; 
and the temple of the moon at Haran was the 
term of their pilgrimage^’. But the flexible genius 
of their faith was always ready either to teach 
or to learn: in the tradition of the creation, 
the deluge, ;f;and the ^patriarchs, they held a 
Angular agreement with their Jewifh captives ; 
they appealed to, the fecret books of Adam, 
Seth, and Enoch; and a flight infuflon ot 
the golpel has transformed the laft remnant 
of the Polytheifls into the Chriftians of 
St. John, in the territory of Baflbra*®. The 
altars of Babylon were overturned by the 

Magians ; 


becaufe it is adverfe to his fyftems. The earlieil date of the Chaldeaa 
obfervations is the year before Chrift. After the coiiquell of 
Babylon by Alexander, they were communicated, at the requeft of 
Ariftotle,to the aftronomer Hipparchus. What a moment in the annals 
of fcience ! 

Pocock (Specimen, p. 138 — 146.), Hottinger (Hill. Orient p. 16a 
—203.)) Hyde (de Religione Vet. Perfanim, p. 1 24, 128, &c.), d'^Herbe- 
lot fSaBh p. 725, 726.), and Sale (Preliminary Difcoiirfe, p* 14, 15.), 
rather excite than gratify our' curiolity ; and the laft of thefe writers 
confounds Sabianifm with the primitive religion of the Arabs. 

H'Anvilie (^Euphrates de !e Tigre, p. 130 — 147.) will fix the 
pofition of thefe amblgious Chriftiam 5 AJTemannus (Bibliot* Oriental* 

tom%; 
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Magians j but the injuries of the Sabians were c HAP. 
revenged by the fword of Alexander ; Perfia i_ , — 
groaned above five hundred years under a foreign The Ma- 
yoke 5 and the pureftdifciples of Zoroafter efcaped 
from the contagion of idolatry, and breathed with 
their adverfariesthe freedom of the defert^®. Seven The Jews, 
hundred years before the death of Mahomet, the 
Jews were fettled in Arabia : and a far greater 
multitude was expelled from the holy land in the 
wars of Titus and Hadrian. The induftrious 
exiles afpired to liberty and power : they eredted 
fynagogues in the cities and cattles in the wilder- 
nefs, and their Gentile converts were confounded 
with the children of Ifrael, whom they refembled 
in the outward mai'k of circumcifion. The Chrif- The chrlf- 
tian mitfionaxies wei'e tlill more adlive and fuc- 
cefsful: the Catholics atferted their univerfal 
reign ; the feQ:s whom they oppreffed fucceflively 
retired beyond the limits of the Roman empire ; 
the Marcionites and the Manichmans difperfed 
their phantqfiic opinions and apocryphal golpels; 
the churches of Yemen, and the princes of Hira 
and Gatfan, were inftrudled in a purer creed by 
the Jacobite and Neftorian bifliops^'’. The liberty 

p. 607-—614.) may explain their tenets. But it is aflippeiy 
tzik to afcertain the creed of an ignorant people, afraid and afhamed 
to difclofe their fecret traditions. 

The Magi were fixed in the province of Bahrein (Gagnier, Vie de 
Mahomet, tom. iii. p. 3 14.)? and mingled with the old Arabians (Po- 
cock, Specimen, p. 146 — ^150.). 

^ ' The flate of the Jews and Chriftians in Arabia is defcribed by 
Pocock from Shareftani, 3cc. (Specimen, p* 6p. 134, &c.) Hottinger 
(ITift. Orient, p. ^38.), d’Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient, p. 474 — 

476.,), Bafnage (Hift. des Juifs, tom. vii. p. 185. tom. viii. p. aSo.), 
and Sale (Preliminary Oifcourfe, p. a a, ^c. 33, &c.). 
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c H A P. of choice was prefented to the tribes ; each Arab 
. , was free to elcftortocompofehisprivate religion: 

and the rude fuperftition of his houfe was mingled 
with the fublime theology of faints and philofo- 
phers. A fundamental article of faith was incul- 
cated by the confent of the learned ftrangers ; the 
exiftence of one fupreme God, who is exalted 
above the powers of heaven and earth, but who 
has often revealed himfelf to mankind by themi- 
niftry of his angels and prophets, and whofe grace 
or juftice has interrupted, by feafonable miracles, 
the order of nature. The moll rational of the 
Arabs acknowledged his power, though they ne- 
glefted his worfhip®'; and it was habit rather than 
convi6lion that Hill attached them to the relics of 
idolatry. The Jews and Chriftians were the people 
of the 6oo/r; the bible was already tranflated into 
the Arabic language's and the volume of the old 
teftament was accepted by the concord of thefe 
implacable enemies. In the ftory of the Hebrew 
patriarchs, the Arabs were pleafed to difcover the 
fathers of their nation. They applauded the birth 

In their ofrerings, it was a maxim to defraud God for the profit 
©f the idol, not a more potent, but a more irritable patron (Pocock, 
Specimen, p. 108, 109,). 

Our verfions now extant, whether Jewiih or Ghriftian, appear 
more recent than the Koran ; but the exifience of a prior tranflation 
maybe fairly inferred, i. From the perpetual pradlice of the fyria- 
gogue, of expounding the Hebrew lelibn by a paraphrafe in the vulgar 
tongue of the countr)*-. 2. From the analogy of the Armenian, Perfiaii, 
iEthiopic verfions, exprefsly quoted by the fathers of the fifth century, 
.who aflert that the Scriptures were tranflated into alithe Barbaric lan- 
guages (Walton, Prolegomena ad Biblia Polyglot, p. 34. 93 — *97^ 
Simon, Hift. Critique du V. et du N. Tefiament, tom. i. p. iSo, 181^ 
sSa— 293* 305, 306. tom. iv. p. 306.}. 
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and promifes of Iflimael; revered the faith and 
virtue of Abraliam ; traced his pedigree and 
tJieir own to the creation of the firft man, and 
imbibed with equal credulity, the prodigies of 
tlie holy text, and the dreams and traditions of 
the Jewifli rabbis. 

The bafe and plebeian origin of Mahomet is 
an unikiiful calumny of the Chriftians*% who 
exalt inftead of degrading the merit of their ad- 
verfary. , His decent from Ifmael was a na- 
tional privilege or fable ; but if the drft fteps of 
the pedigree*"* are dark and doubtful, he could 
produce many generations of pure and genu- 
ine nobility; he Iprung from the tribe of Koreifli 
and the family of Hafliera, the molt illuftrious 
of the Arabs, the pz’inces of Mecca, and the 
hei'editary guardians of the Caaba. The grand- 
father of Mahomet was Abdol Motalleb, the 
fon of Haflaem, a wealthy and generous citizen, 
who relieved the diftrefs of famine with the 
fupplies of commerce. Mecca, which had 
been fed by the liberality of the father, was 
laved by the courage of the fon. The kingdom 
of Yemen was fubje6l to the Chriftian princes 

111 eo conveniuixt omnes ixt plebeio vilique g^nere ortuin, 
(liottinger, ITift. Orient, p. 136.)- Yet Theoplianes, the moft an- 
cient of the Greeks, and the father of many a lie, confefles that Ma- 
homet was of the race of Ifmaei, bx. luoo^ (Chrono- 
graph, p. ay 7.). ^ ^ ■ 

Abulfeda (in Vit. Mohammed, c. i. a.) and Gagnier (Vie de Ma- 
homet, p. ^5—9 7*) defcribe the popular and approved genealogy of 
the prophet. At Mecca, I would not difpute its authenticity : at Lau- 
fanne, I will venture to obferve, iv That from Ifmael to Mahomet, 
a period of 3^500 years, they reckon thirty, inftead of feventy-five 
generations, a,. That the modern Bedoweens are ignorant of their 
J^ory and careiefs of their pedigree (Voyage d^Arvieux? p* locu 103.}. 
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CHAP, of Abyffillia:' their valTal Abrahah was provoke 
L. ijjr an infuit to avenge the honour of the crofs; 

' and the holy city was in veiled by a train of ele- 
phants and an army of Africans. A treaty was 
propofed ; and, in the firft audience, the grand- 
father of Mahomet demanded the reftitution of 
his cattle. “ And why,” faid Abrahah, “ do 
“ you not rather implore my clemency in fa- 
“ vour of yOur temple, which I have threatened 
« to deltroy?” “ Becaufe,” replied the intre- 
pid chief, “ the cattle is my own : the Caaba be- 
“ longs to the gods, and they will defend their 
« houfe from injury and facrilege.” The want of 
provifions, or the valour of the Koreilh, compelled 
the Abyffinians to a dilgraceful retreat: their 
difcomfiture has been adorned with a miraculous 
flight of birds, who Ihowered down Hones on the 
heads of theinfidels ; and the deliverance was long 
commemorated by the aera of the elephant 
The glory of Abdol Motalleb was crowned with 
domeftic happinefs, his life was prolonged to the 
age of one hundred and ten years, and he became 
the father of fix daughters and thirteen fons. His 
heft beloved* Abdallah was the moft beautiful and 


Deliver- 
ance of 
Mecca. 


The feed of this Mftory, or fable, is contained in the cvth chapter 
the Koran, and Gagnier (in Prsefat. ad Vit, Moham. p. i 8 , 
has tranflated the hiftorical narrative of Abulfeda, which may be 
illuftrated from d^Herbelot (Bibliot. Orientale, p. 13^.) and Pocock 
(Specimen, p. 64.). Prideaux (Life of Mahomet, p. 48.}, calls it a lie 
of the coinage of Mahomet ; but Sale (Koran, p. — 503.), who is 

half a Mufulman, attacks the inconfiftent faith of the DocStor for be- 
lieving the miracles of the Delphic Apollo. Maracci (Alcoran, tom.i 
part.iL p. 14* tom.iL p. 8^3.) afcribes the miracle to the devil, and 
extorts from the Mahometans the confeffion, that God would* not 
have defended againft the- Chriftlans theidols of the Caaba. 

modeft 
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modefl of the Arabian youth; and in the firft c 
night, when he confummated his marriage with 
Amina, of the noble race of the Zahrites, two 
hundred virgins are faid to have expired of jea- 
loufy and defpair. Mahomet, or more properly 
Mohammed, the only fon of Abdallah and Amina, 
was born at Mecca, four years after the death of 
Juftinian, and two months after the defeat of the 
Abyffinians®®, whofe victory would have intro- 
duced into the Caaba the religion of the Chrif- 
tians. In his early infancy, he was deprived of 
his father, his mother, and his grandfather ; his 
uncles were flrong and numerous ; and in the 
divifion of the inheritance, the orphan’s fliare was 
reduced to five camels and an Ethiopian maid- 
fervant. At home and abroad, in peace and war, 
Abu Taleb, the moll refpefilable of his uncles, 
was the guide and guardian of his youth ; in his 
twenty-fifth year, he entered into the fervice of 
Cadijah, a rich and noble widow of Mecca, who 
foon rewarded his fidelity with the gift of her 
hand and fortune. The marriage contra^, in 
the iimple ftyle of antiquity, recites the mutual 
love of Mahomet and Cadijah ; defcribes him 
as the moll accompliflied of the tribe of Ko- 

Tlie fafefi seras of Abulfeda (in Vit* c. i. p. a-), of Alexander? or 
tile Greeks? 885s? of Boclit Nafer, or Naboiiafier, 13165 equally lead us 
to tke year 569. The old Arabian calendar is too dark and uncertain to 
fupport the BenedicSlines (Art de verifier les Bates? p. 15.)? who from 
the day of the month and week deduce a new mode of calculation? and 
remove the birth of Mahomet to the year of Chrift 570? the 
loth of November. Yet this date would agree with the year 88a of 
the Greeks? which is affigned by Elmacin (Hifl:. Saracen, p. 5.) and 
Abulpharaglus (Dynaft^ p. 10 1. and Errata Pocock^s verfion). While 
we refine our chronology? it is pofiible that the illiterate prophet wag 
■ ignorant of his own age. ' 
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reiffi ; aodAipuIates a dowry of twelve ounces, 
of gold and twenty camels, which was fapplied' 
by the liberality of his uncle By this alliance, 
the fon of Abdallah was reftored to the ftation 
of his anceflors; and the judicious matron was 
content with his doineftic virtues, till, in the 
fortieth year of his age ®% he affiuned the title of 
a prophet, and proclaimed the religion of the 
Koran. 

According to the tradition of his companions, 
Mahomet^® was diflinguifhed by the beauty of his 
perfon, an outward gift which is feldom defpifed, 
except by thofe to whom it has been refufed. Be- 
fore he fpoke, the orator engaged on his fide the 
afFe6lions of a public or private audience. They 
applauded his commanding prefenoe, his majeftic 
afpedl, his piercing eye, his gracious fmile, his 

I copy the honourable tefliinony of Abu Taleb to his family and 
nepliew. Laus Dei, qui nos a flirpe Abraharai et femine Ifmaelis con- 
£ituit, et nobis regionem facrani dedit, et nos judices hominibus Ik- 
tuit. Porro Mohammed flius Abdollahi nepotis iml (nepos mens) 
quo cum ex aequo librabitur e Korailhidis quifpiam cui non prseponde- 
raturus eft, bonitate et excellentia, et intellecftu et gloria, et acumine 
etli opum inops fuerit (et certe opes umbra tranfiens funt et depafitum 
quod reddi debet), defiderio Chadijas filise Chowailedi tenetur, et ilia 
viciflim ipfius, quicquid autem dotis vice petieritis, ego in me fufcipiam 
(Pocock, Specimen, e feptirna parte iibri Ebn Hamduni). 

The private life of Mahomet, from his birth to’ his miflion, is 
preferved by Abulfeda (in Vk. c. 3— 7.) and the Arabian writers of 
genuine or apocryphal note, who are alleged by Hotdnger (Hiftv 
Orient, p. 204-- *211.), Maracci (tom.i. p.io — 14.}, and Gagnier 
(Vie de Mahomet, tom. L p. 97-— 134.). 

Abulfeda, in Vit. c. Ixv. Ixvi. Gagnier, Vie de Mahomet, tom. iii* 
p. — 289* ; the beft traditions of the perfon and converfation of the 
prophet are derived from Ayeftia, A|i, and Abu Horaira (Gagnier, 
tom. ii. p. 267. Ockley’s Hift. of the Saracens, vol.ii. p. 149.), fur- 
nasjied the Father of a Cat, who died in the year 59 of the Hegira. 
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flowing beard, his countenance that painted every g H a p. 
fenfation of the foul, and his geftures that en- _ ^ 

forced each expreffion of the tongue. In the 
familiar olSces of life he fcmpuloufly adhered 
to the grave and ceremonious politenefs of his 
country : his relpe6lful attention to the rich and 
powerful was dignified by his condefcenfion and 
affability to the pooreft citizens of Mecca : the 
franknefs of his manner concealed the artifice 
of lus views ; and the habits of courtefy were 
imputed to perfonal ifiendfhip fx nniverfkl 
benevolence. His memory was capacious and 
retentive, his wit eafy and focial, his im agination 
fublime, his judgment clear, rapid, and deci- 
sive. He poffeffed the courage both of thought 
,and a^ion ; and, although his defigns might 
gradually expand with his luccefs, the firfl idea 
which he entertained of his divine miflion bears 
the ftarap of an original and iupei'ior genius. 

The fon of Abdallah was educated in the bo- 
fora of the nobleft race, in the ufe of the pureft 
dialect of Arabia ; and the fluency of his fpeech 
was corre^ed and enhanced by the practice of 
difcreet and feafonable filence. With thefe 
powers of eloquence, Mahomet was an illiterate 
JBa,rbarian : his youth had never been inftrmSted 
in the arts of reading and writing^® 5 the com- 
mon ignorance exempted him from lharae or 

reproach, 

Tliofe wlio believe tliat Mahomet could read orwritcy are iii- 
capabie of reading what is written* with another pen, in the Suratt, 
or Chapters of the Koran vii. xxix. xcvi, Thefe texts, and the tra« 
dition of the Sonna, are tidmitted without doubt, by Abulfeda (in 
-Vit. c.vn.),' Gagmer (Not. ad Abulfed. feock (Specimen, 

p. 15 1.) Reland (de Religione Mohammedica, p*.^^34-), and 'Sale 
(Preliminary Difcourfe, p. 4a*) Mr. Whitej almoR alone, denie:? 

; ..tht 
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reproach, but he was reduced to a narrow cir- 
cle of exiftence, and deprived of thofe faithful 
mirrors, which refle6b to our mind the minds 
of fages and heroes. Yet the book of nature 
and of man was open to his view ; and fome 
fancy has been indulged in the political and 
philofophical obfervations which are afcribed 
to the Arabian traveller'"-. He compares the 
nations and the religions of the earth ; dif- 
covers the weaknefs of the Perfian and Roman 
monarchies; beholds, with pity and indigna- 
tion, the degeneracy of the times ; and refolves 
to unite, under one God and one king, the 
invincible jfpirit and primitive virtues of the 
Arabs. Our more accurate inquiry will fuggeft, 
that inftesLd of vifiting the courts, the camps, 
the temples of the Eaft, the two journeys of 
Mahomet into Syria were confined to the fairs of 
Boftra and Damafcus ; that he was only thirteen 
years of age when he accompanied the caravan 
of his uncle, and that his duty compelled him to 

tlie ignorance> to accufe the impoilure, of the prophet. His argu« 
ments are far from fati§fadlory. Two fhort trading journeys to the 
fairs of Syria^ were furely not fufficient to infufe a fcience fo rare 
among the citizens of Mecca: it was not in the cool deliberate acSt 
of a treaty that Mahomet would have dropt the malk j nor can any 
conclufion be drawn from the words of difeafe and delirium. The /rr- 

youthj before he afpired to the prophetic charadter, muft have 
often exercifed, in private life, the arts of reading and writing 5 and his 
firft converts of his own family, would have been the firft to detedi 
and upbraid his fcandalous hypocrify (White’s Sermons, p. 303, 2^04® 
Notes, p. xxxvi. — ^xxxviii.). 

The Count de Boulainvilliers (Vie de Mahomed, p. aoa— -aaS.) 
leads his Arabian pupil, like the Tel emachus of Fenelon, or the Cyrus 
of Ramfay. His journey to the court of Perfia is probably a fidlion ; 
nor can I trace the origin of his exclamation, “Les Grecs font pourtant 
des homines.” The two Syrian journeys are expreiTed by almoft 
ail the Arabian writers, both Mahometans and Chrillians (Gagnier ad 
Abulfed. 
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return as foon as he had difpofed of the mer- CHAP, 
ehandife of Cadijah. In thefe hafty and fuper- . j 
ficial excurfions, the eye of genius might difcern 
fome objedls invifible to his groffer companions j 
foine feeds of knowledge might be call upon a 
fruitful foil; but his ignorance of the Syriac 
language mull have checked his curiolity ; and 
I cannot perceive in the life or writings of Ma- 
homet, that his profpedl was far extended be- 
yond the limits of the Arabian world. Prom 
every region of that folitary world, the pilgrims 
of Mecca were annually affembled, by the calls 
of devotion and commerce-: in the free con- 
courfe of multitudes, a Ample citizen, in his 
native tongue, might lludy tlie political Hate 
and chara^er of the tribes, the theory and 
pra6lice of the Jews and Chrillians. Some 
ufeful flrangers might be tempted, or forced, 
to implore the rights of hofpitality ; and the 
enemies of Mahomet have named the Jew, 
tho Perfian, and the Syrian monk, whom they 
accufe of lending their fecret aid to the com- 
: pofition of the Koran Converfation enriches 
I the underftanding, but folitude is the fchool of 
genius ; and the uniformity of a work denotes 
the hand of a Angle artift. From his earlieft 
youth Mahomet wasaddifted to religious contem- 
plation : each year, during the month of llama- 
dan, he withdrew from the world and from the 

I am not at leifure to purfue tlie fables or conjedures wliicli name 
the ftrangers accnfed or fufpedted by the iniidels of Mecqa (Koran^ 
c. 16. p» 2 ZS* c. 35. p. 297. with Sale’s Remarks. PrideauJc’s Life of 
Mahometj :■ GagnieryNot.ad Abnlfed. ptil.-74. Maracci>' 

tom. ii. p.400.) EvenPrideaux has obferved that the tranfaiSlion mull: 
haye been fecretj and that the fcene lay in the heart of ilrabk. 
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CHAP, arms of Cadijali ; in the cave of Hera, three 
. . miles from Mecca he confulted the Ipirit 

of fraud or enthufiafm, whofe abode is not in 
the heavens, but in the mind of the prophet. 
The faith which, under the name of IJlam, he 
^ preached to his family and nation, is compounded 
of an eternal truth and a neeeffary fidlion, that 

THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD, AND THAT MaHOMET 
IS THE APOSTLE OF GoD. 

One God. It is the boaft of the Jewilh apologifts, that 
while the learned nations of antiquity were de- 
luded by the fables of Polytheifm, their Ample 
anceftors of Palefline preferved the knowledge 
and woAip bf the true God. The moral at- 
tributes df Jehovah may not eafily be recon- 
ciled with the ftandard of hman virtue ; his me- 
taphyfical qualities are darkly expreffed; but 
each page of the Pentateuch and the Prophets 
is an evidence of his power : the unity of his 
name is infcribed on the firft table of the law ; 
and his faniSluary was never defiled by any vifi- 
ble image of the invifible effence. After the 
ruin of the temple, the faith of the Hebrew 
exiles was purified, fixed, and enlightened, by 
the fpiritual devotion of the lynagogue; and 
the authority of Mahomet will not juftify his 
perpetual reproach, that the Jews of Mecca 
or Medina adored Ezra as the fon of God’'*. 


73 Abulfeda in Vit. c. 7, p. 1 5. Gagnier, tom. I p.233. 135. TIic 
fituation of Mount Hera is remarked by Abulfeda (Geograph.. Arab* 
p, 4.). Yet Mahomet bad neyer read of the cave of Egeriaj ubi noc- 
turnse jSTuma 'conflituebat amicse, of tire Idsean mount? v/bere Minos 
couverfed with Jove, &c. 

7 -^ Koran, c. 9. p- 153. A 1 Beidawi, and the other commentators 
quoted by Sale, adhere to tlie charge; but I do not underlland that it 
is coloured by the moil obfcure or abfurd tradition of the Talmudifts* 

10 But 
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But the children of Ifrael had ceafed to be a c HAP. 
people; and the religions of the world were , 
guilty, at lead in the eyes of the Pi-ophet, of 
giving fons, or daughters, or companions, to 
the fupreme God. In the rude idolatry of the 
Arabs, the crime is manifeft and audacious : the 
Sabians are poorly excufedby the pre-eminence 
of the fil'd planet, or intelligence in their coelef- 
tial hierarchy ; and in the Magian fydem the 
confli6l of the two principles betrays the imper- 
fedlion of the conqueror. The Chridians of the 
feventh century had infenfibly relapfed into a 
femblance of paganifm; their public and private 
vows were addreifed to the relics and images that 
dilgraced the temples of the Ead : the throne of 
the Almighty was darkened by a cloud of mar- 
tyrs, and faints, and angels, the obje6ts of popu- 
lar veneration ; and the Collyridian heretics who 
flouriflied in the fruitful foil of Arabia, inveded 
the "Virgin Mary with the name and honours of 
a goddefs The myderies of the Trinity and 
Incarnation appear to contradiS: the principle 
of the divine unity. In their obvious fenfe, 
they introduce three equal deities, and transform 
the man Jefus into the fubdance of the fon of 
God’®: an orthodox commentary will fatisfy 

only 


J^oltmgeri Hill. Orient, p. -aaS. Tlie Gollyrldian hcrefy 
was carried from Thrace to Arabia by fome women, and the name 
was borrowed from the or cake, which tliey offered to the 

goddefs. This example, that of Beryilus Bilhop of Boilra (Eufeb. 
Hill. Ecclef. l.vi. c. 33.), and feveral others, may excufe the re* 
proach, Arabia hserefean ferax. 

The three gods in the Koran (c. 4. p. 81. c.5. p. 92.) are ob* 
vioufly direded againft our Catholic myffery ; but the Arabic com- 
mentators uEderffand them of the Father^ the Son, and the Virgin 

’ Mary, 
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CHAP, only a beiifeving mind : intemperate curiofity and 
. , zeal had tofn the veil of the fan6l;uary ; and each 

of the Oriental fe6ls was eager to confefs that 
all, except themfelves, deferved the reproach of 
idolatry and polytheifm. The creed of Maho- 
met is free from fufpicion or ambiguity ; and 
the Koran is a glorious tellimony to the unity 
of God. ‘The prophet of Mecca reje6led the 
wmrfliip of idols and men, of ftars and planets, 
on the rational principle that whatever I'ifes 
mull fet, that whatever is born mull die, that 
whatever is corruptible muft decay and perifli ’'K 
In the author of the univerfe, his rational 
;< enthufiafm confeffed and adored an infinite 
t and“ eternal -being, without form ‘ or ‘ -place, 
without iflue or fimilitudej prefent to our inoft 
fecret thoughts, ‘ exifting by the neceffity of his 
own nature, and deriving from himfelf all moral 
! and intelle6lual perfe6lion. Thefefublime truths, 
thus announced in the language of the Prophet’% 
are firmly held by his difcipl es, and defined with 
metaphyfical precifion by the interpreters of the 
Koran. A philofophic theifl might fubfcribe the 

Mary, an heretical Trinity, maintained, as it is faid, by feme Barba- 
rians at the council of Nice (Eutych. AnnaL torn.!, p. 440.)® But 
the exiftence of the Marianites is denied by the candid Beaufobre 
(Hift. de Manicheifme, tom. i. p, 53 a.) : and he derives the miftake 
from the word Romb, the Holy Ghoft, which in fome Oriental 
tongues is of the feminine gender, and is figuratively iiyled the 
mother of Chrift in the gofpel of the Nazarenes. 

77 Xhis train of thought is philofophically exemplified in the cha- 
ra<fi:er of Abraham, who oppofed in Chaldaea the firll introdu< 5 lion of 
idolatry (Koran, c. 6. p. io6» Dlierbelot, Bibliot Orient, p. 13.). 

7 - See the particularly the fecond (p. 30.), the fifty-fpventh 

(p.437.), the fifty-eighth (p. 441.}, chapter, which proclaim the om- 
nipotence of the Creator. 
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popular creed of the Mahometans ’® : a creed too 
fublime perhaps for our prefent faculties. What 
obje6t remains for the fancy, or even the under- 
ftanding, when we have abftradled from the un- 
known fub fiance all ideas of time and fpace, of 
motion and matter, of fenfation and reflefilion ? 
The firfl principle of reafon and revelation was 
confirmed by the voice of Mahomet : his profe- 
lytes, from India to Morocco, are diftinguilhed 
by the name of Unitarians ; and the danger of 
idolatry has been prevented by the interdi6lion 
of images. The dofili’ine of eternal decrees and 
abfolute predeflination is flrifitly embraced by 
the Mahometans ; and they ftruggle with the 
common difficulties, h&m to reconcile the pre- 
fcience of God with the freedom and refponli- 
bility of man ; hffw to explain the permiflion of 
evil under the reign of infinite power and infinite 
goodnefs. 

The God of nature has written his exiftence 
on all his woi’ks, and his law in the heart of man. 
To reftore the knowledge of the one, and the 
practice of the other, has been the real or pre- 
tended aim of the prophets of every age ; the 
liberality of Mahomet allowed to his predeceflbrs 
the fame credit wdiich he claimed for himfelf ; 
and the chain of infpiration was prolonged from 
the fall of Adam to the promulgation of the 

Ttie moft orthodox creeds are trar^ated by Focock (Specimen^ 
p. ^74* 284— Ockley (Hift. of the Sarajcens, voL ii* p. IxxxiL 
—xcv.). Reland (de Religion. Moham. I. i. p. 7-— 13.), and Chardin 
(Voyages en Perfcs tom.iv. p. 4—5^8). The great truth that God is 
without fimilitudcj is fooliihly criticifed by Maracci (Alcoran^ torn* i. 
partiii. p. 87— 94.), becaufe he made mm after his own image. 

s 4 Koran, 
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CHAP. Koran During that jJeHbd, feme rays of pro- 
. ^ phetib light had been imparted to one hundred 

and twenty-four thoufand of the ele 6 l, difcriini- 
nated by their refpeblive meafure of virtue and 
grace ; three hundred and thirteen apoftles were 
fent with a Ipecial coinmiffion to recal their 
country from idolatry and vice; one hundred 
arid four volumes had been dictated by the holy 
i^irit: and fix legiflators of tranfeendent bright- 
riefs have anriounced to mankind the fix fuccef- 
five revelations of various rites, but of one im- 
mutable religion. The authority arid llation of 
Adam, Noah, Abrahatn, MofeS* Chrifl, arid 
Mahomet^ii^ein Juft ^dation aboveeach Other; 
but whofiDever hates or rejOdts any otte Of the pro- 
phetsigi miaafeered with the snfidels. The writ- 
ings of the patriarchs were extant only in the 
apocryphal copies of the Greeks and Syrians ” : 
Mofes. the conduiS of Adam had not entitled him to 
the gratitude or refpebt of his children ; the 
feven precepts of Noah were obferved by an infe- 
rior and imperfebl clafe of the profelytes of the 
fynagogue ** ; and the memory of Abraham was 

Si ' _ ■ - 

de Rellg'. Moham. 1 . i, p. 17 — ^47* Salehs Preliminary 
Difeourie, p. 73 — 76. Voyage de Chardin, tom. iv. p. — 37. and 
37 — 47- the Perhan addition, « Ali is the vicar of God f ^ Yet 
the pr&ife number of prophets is not ah article of faith. 

For the apocryphal books of Adam, fee Fabricins, Codex Pfendo- 
pigraphus V. T. p. 27 — 29.; of Seth, p. 154 — 157; of Enoch, 
p. 160 — 219. But the book of Enoch is confecrated, in fome mea- 
fure, by the Quotation of the apoftle St. Jude ; and a long legendary 
fragment is klleged by Syncellus and Scaliger. 

The feveh precepts of Noah are explained by Marfliam (Canon^ 
Chronicus, p. 154—180.), who adopts, on this occafion, the learning 
and credulity of Seid^h. 

obfcurely 
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obfcurely revered by tbe Sabians in bis native e H A P. 
land of Chaldaea: of the myriads of prophets, . , 

Mofes and Chrift alone lived and reigned *, and 
the remnant of the infpired writings was com- 
prifed in the books of the Old and the New 
Teftament. The miraculous ftory of Mofes is 
confecrated and embelliflied in the Koran ; 
and the captive Jews enjoy the fecret revenge of 
impofing their own belief on the nations whofe 
recent creeds, they deride. For the author of 
Chriftianity, the Mahometans are taught by the 
prophet to entertain an high and myfterious re- 
verence “ Verily, Chrift Jefus, the fon of 
“ Mary, is the apoftle of God, and his word, 
which he conveyed unto Mary, and a Spirit 
“ proceeding from him : honourable in this 
“ world, and in the world to come ; and one of 
thofe who approach near to the prefence of 
“ God*^” The wonders of the genuine and 
apocryphal gofpels are profufely heaped on his 
head j and the Latin church has not difilained to 

The articles of Jdam^ Noahf A$raham^ Mofes ^ in the Bib- 
liotheque of DTIerbelot, are gaily bedecked with the fanciful legends 
of the Mahometans? who have built on the ground-work of Scripture 
and the Talmud. 

Koran? c. 7. p. is8, c. 10. p*X73? Sec. .DTIeiMot» 
p. 647? &c. 

Koran? c. 3. p.40. c. 4. p. 80. DTierbelot? p, 399? &c. 

See the gofpel of St.Thomas, or of the Infancy? in the Codex 
Apocryphus N.T* of Fabricius? who colIe< 51 :s the various teftimonies 
concerning it (p* laS — 158.}. It was publifhed in Greek by Cote* 

Her? and in Arabic by Sike, who thinks our prefent copy more recent 
than Mahomet. Yet his quotations agi*ee with the original about the 
fpeech of Chrift in his cradle? Ms living birds of clay, {Sike^ c, 3:* 

p. x68? 169. C.36. p. 19-8, 199, C.46. p. 
r6T.}. ' , 
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borrow irotn the Koran the immaculate concep- 
tion®^ of his virgin mother. Yet Jefus was a 
mere mortal ; and, at the day of judgment, his 
teftimony will ferve to condemn both the Jews, 
who rejedt him as a prophet, and the Chriftians, 
who adore him as the Son of God. The malice 
of his enemies alperfed his reputation, and con- 
fpired againfl his life ; but their intention only 
was guilty, a phantom or a criminal was fubfti- 
tuted on the crofs, and the innocent faint was 
tranflated to the feventh heaven ®®. During fix 
hundred years the gofpel was the way of truth 
and falvation j but the Chriftians infenfibly forgot 
both the laws and the example of their founder ; 
and.Mahomefwas inftrudted by the Gnoftics to 
accufe the church,. as well as the fynagogue, of 
corrupting the integrity of the facred text®*. 
The piety of Mofes and of Chrift rejoiced in the 

I It is darkly Mnted in the Koran (c. 3, p. 39,)» and more dearly 
explained by the tradition of the Sonnites (Sale’s Note, and Maracci, 
tom* ii. p. iia*)- In the xiith century, the immaculate conception 
was condemned by St. Bernard as a prefumptiious novelty (Fra Paolo, 

Iftoria del Concilio di Trento, 1 . ii.). 

See the Koran, c. 3. v. 53. and c. 4. v. 156. of Maracci’s edition® 
Bens eft prseftantiflimus dolofe agentium (an odd praife) • ® « . nec 
crucifixerunt eum, fed objeda eft eis fimilitudo : an expreftion that 
may fuit with the fyftem of the Docetes ; but the commentators be- 
lieve (Maracci, tom. ii. p. 113—115. 173, Sale, p. 4a, 43* 79*)? that 
another man, a friend or an enemy, was crucified in the likenefs of 
Jefus ; a fable which they had read in the gofpel of St.Barnabas, and 
which had been ftarted as early as the time of Irenseus, by fome 
Ebionite heretics (Be^fobre, Hift. du Manicheifme, tom. ii. p.S5« 
Mofheim de Reb. Chnft. p. 353.). 

^ This charge is obfcurely urged in the Koran (c. 3. p. 45.): but 
neither Mahomet, nor his followers, are fufficiently verfed in lan- 
guages and cxiticifm to give any weight or colour to their fufpicions® 
Yet the Arians and Neftorians could relate fome ftories, and the illi- 
terate prophet might liften to the bold aflertions of the Manichseans* 
See Beaufobre, tom. i# p. 291-— 305. 

affurance 
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affurance of the future Prophet, more illuftrious CHAP, 
than themfelves : the evangelic promife of the . ■ 

Paraclete, or Holy Ghoft, was prefigured in the 
name, and accompliflaed in the perfon, of Maho- 
met®”, the greateft and laft of the apoftles of 
God. 

The communication of ideas requires a liraili- 
tude of thought and language : the difcourfe of 
a philofopher would vibrate without elfe6l on the 
ear of a pe'afant ; yet Ijow minute is the dillance 
of /tor underftandings, if it be compared with 
the contadt of an infinite and a finite mind, with 
the word of God expreffed by the tongue or the 
pen of a mortal ? The inipiration of the He- 
brew prophets, of the apoftles and evangelifts of 
Chrift, might not be incompatible with the 
exercife of their reafon and memory ; and the 
diverfity of their genius is ftrongly marked in 
the ftyle and compofition of the books of theiOld 
and New Teftament. But Mahomet was con- 
tent with a chara£ler, more humble, yet more 
fublime, of a Ample editor: the fubftance of the 
Koran®', according to himfelf or his difciples, is 
uncreated and eternal ; fubfifting in the effence 

Among tlie propliedes of tlie Old and New Tefiament^ wliich 
are perverted by the fraud or Ignorance of the MufTulmansj they apply 
to the prophet the promife of the Paraclete^ or Comforter, which liad 
been already ufiirped by the Montanifts and Mauichceans (Beaufohrc, 

Hift« Critique du Manicheifme, tom. i. p. a63, &c.) ; and the eafy 
change of letters, TrspmXvTrog for Trapc&KXwocf affords the etymology of 
the name of Mohammed (Maracci, tom. i. part i# p. — a8.). 

For the Koran, fee D’Herbelot, p,85'— 88. Maracci, tom.i. 
in Vit. Mohamn^d. p. Sale, Preliminary Difcourfe, p.56 

— 70v' 
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CHAP, of Deity, aad infcribed with a pen of light on 

. ^ . the table of his everlafting decrees. A paper copy, 

in a volume of filk and gems, was brought down 
to the loweft heaven by the angel Gabriel, who, 
under the Jewilh ceconomy, had indeed been dif- 
patched on the moll important errands ; and this 
trufty meffenger fucceffively revealed the chap- 
ters and verfes to the Arabian prophet. Inftead 
of a perpetual and perfe6l raeafure of the divine 
will, the fragments of the Koran were produced 
at the difcretion of Mahomet; each revelation is 
fuited to the emergencies of his policy or paf- 
fion : and all contradidlion is removed by the 
faving maxim, that any text of Scripture is abro-^ 
gated or modified by any fubfequent paflage. 
The word of God, and of the apoftle, was dili- 
gently recorded by his difciples on palm-leaves 
and the Ihoulder-bones of mutton; and the pages, 
withput order or connedlion, were call into a 
domellic chell in the cullody of one of his wives. 
Two years after the death of Mahomet, the 
facred volume was collected and publiflied by 
bis friend and fuccelTor Abubeker; the work 
was revifed by the caliph Othman, in the thir.. 
tieth year of the Hegira; and the various 
editions of the Koran aflert the fame mira- 
culous privilege of an uniform and incorruptible 
text. In the fpirit of enthufiafm or vanity, the 
Prophet refts the truth of his milfion on the 
merit of his book, audacioully challenges both 
men and angels to imitate the beauties of a fingle 
page, and prefumes to aflert that God alone 

could 
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could didtate this incomparable performanee’*. c H A P. 
This argument is moft powerfully addreffed to a ^ f-- . 

devout Arabian, whofe mind is attuned to fiiith 
and rapture, whofe ear is delighted by the mufic 
of founds, and whofe ignorance is incapable of 
comparing the productions of human genius’*. 

The harmony and copioufnefs of ftyle will not 
reach, in a verfion, the European infidel : he will 
perufe with impatience the endlefs incoherent 
rhapfody of fable, and precept, and declamation, 
which feldom excites a fentiment or an idea, 
which fometimes crawls in the dufl, and is fome- 
times loft in the clouds. The divine attributes 
exalt the fancy of the Arabian miflionary ; but 
bis lofty ftrains muft yield to the fublime fim~ 
plicity of the book of Job, compofed in a remote 
age, in the fame country, and in the fame 
language’^ If the compdition of the Koran 
-exceed the faculties of a man, to what lupe- 
rior intelligence !feould we afcribe the Iliad 
of Homer or the Philippics of'Demofthenes ? In 
all religions, the life of the founder fupplies the 

ICoran, c.i7* In Sale, p.a35, a3'6. In Maracci, p.4,10. 

Yet a fe< 5 l of . Arabians was perfuaded, that it might l:»e equalled 
or furpaiTed by an human pen (Pocock, Specimen, p, &c.) ; and 
■Maracci (the polemic is too hard for the tranfiator) derides the 
rhyming aietSlation of the moft applauded pailage (tom. i, part. ii« 
p. 69—- 75.)* 

-Coiloquia (whether real or fabulous) in media Arabia atc|ue :il> 

Arabibus ?habita (Ijowthyde Foeft Hebneorum Fr8e!esft«.-x?c,xii. xxxiii. 
xxxiv*, with M$ German editor Micliaelis, Epimetron Iv*). Yet • 
'Michadie (p.671-— 673.) 'has deteded many Egyptian images, the 
elephantiaiis, papyrus, Nile, crocodile, &c. The language is ambl- 
giioufly ftyled, Arabko-^Uehrma* The refemblance of the fifter dialers 
was much more vifible in their, childhood than in their mature age 
CMichaelis,'p»6Sa« SchuItens,inPraefat. Job*)*. 
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CHAP, filence of his written revelation : the fayings of 
. Mahomet were fo many leffons of truth ; his 

actions fo many examples of virtue ; and the 
public and private memorials were preferved by 
his wives and companions. At the end of two 
' hundred years, the Sonna or oral law was fixed 
and confecrated by the labours of A1 Bochari, 
who difcriminated feven thoufand two hundred 
and feventy-five genuine traditions, from a mafs 
of three hundred thoufand reports, of a more 
doubtful or Ipurious charadter. Each day the 
pious author prayed in the temple of Mecca, 
and performed his ablutions with the water of 
Zemzem : the pages were fucceffively depolited 
on the pulpit, and the fepulchre of the apoflle ; 
and the work has been approved by the four 
orthodox fedls of the Sonnites’^ 

Miacies, The fniffiop of the ancient prophets, of Mofes 
and of Jefus, had been confirmed by many fplen- 
did prodigies; and Mahomet was repeatedly 
urged, by the inhabitants of Mecca and Medina, 
to produce a fimilar evidence of his divine lega- 
tion ; to call down from heaven the angel or the 
volume of his revelation, to create a garden in 
the defert, or to kindle a conflagration in the un- 
believing city. As often as he is prefled by the 
demands of the Koreifli, he involves himfelfin 
the obfcure boall of vifion and prophecy, appeals 
to the internal proofs of his do6trine, and fhields 
himfelf behind the providence of God, who re- 
fufes thofe figns and wonders that would de- 

A 1 Bochari died A. H. »a4. SeeD’Herbelot, p. aoS. 416. Sa?. 
G*gnier, Not. ad Abulfed. c. 19. p. 33. 

preciate 
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preciate the merit of faith and aggravate the 
guilt of infidelity. But the modeft or angry 
tone of his apologies betrays his weaknefs and 
vexation j and thefe palfages of fcandal eflablifli, 
beyond fufpicion, the integrity of the Koran 
The votaries of Mahomet are more alfured than 
himfelf of his miraculous gifts, and their con- 
fidence and credulity increafe as they are farther 
removed from the time and place of his Ipiritual 
exploits. They believe or affirm that trees went 
forth to meet him; that he was faluted by ftones; 
that water gulhed from his fingers ; that he fed 
the hungry, cured the fick, and raifed the dead ; 
that a beam groaned to him ; that a camel com- 
plained to him; that a flroulder of mutton in- 
formed him of its being poifoned ; and that both 
animate and inanimate nature were equally fub- 
je6t to the apoftle of God®^ His dream of a 
nodlurnal journey is ferioufly defcribed as a real 
and corporeal tranfa6lion. A myfterious animal, 
the Borak, conveyed him from the temple of 
Mecca to that of Jerufalem: with his companion 
Gabriel, he fucceffively afcended the feven 


See more remarkably^ Koran, c.a. 6* 12. 13. 17. Prideaux (Life 
of Mahomet, p.i8. 19.) has confounded the impoftor. Maracci> with 
a more learned apparatus, has fhewn that the paflages which deny his 
miracles are dear and pofitive (Alcoran, tom. i. part, ii, p. 7 — 12,) 
and thofe which feem to affert them, are ambiguous and infufficient 

See the Specimen Hift. Arabum, the text of Abulpharagius, p*27* 
the notes of Pocock, p. 1 8 f — 190. D’Herbelot Bibliotlieque Orientale* 
p. 7 6, 7 7. Voyages de Chardin, tom. iv. p. 200- — 203 . Maracci (Al- 
coran, tomd. p. 22-^64.) has moft laborioufiy colledled and confuted 
the miracles and prophecies of Mahomet, which, according to fome 
miters, ' amount to three thouiand« 

heavens. 
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lieavens, a»i received and repaid the falutations 
j ofithe'|>atriarchs, the prophets, and the angels, 
in fe^eStive manfions. Beyond the feventh 
heaven, Mahomet alone was permitted to pro- 
ceed ; he paffed tlxe veil of unity, approached 
within two bow-lhots of the throne, and felt a 
cold that pierced him to the heart, when his 
fhouldei* was touched by the hand of God. 
After this familiar though important conver- 
fation, Ire again defcended to Jerufalem, re- 
mounted the Borak, returned to Mecca, and 
performed in the tenth part of a night the 
journey of many thoufand years’®. According 
to another legend, the apoftle confounded in a 
national affemWy the malicious challenge of 
the Kdreifb. His reliftlefs word fplit afunder 
the orb crfthe moon : the obedient planet ftooped 
from her ftation in the fky, accomplilhed the 
feven revolutions round the Caaba, fainted Ma- 
homet in the Arabian tongue, and fuddenly con- 
tradling her dimenfions, entered at the collar, 
and iffued forth through the fleeve, of his Ihirt”. 

^ . ,, The 

^ The notonul journey is circumftantially related by Abulfeda (iii 
|/IohA?mned. c. 19, p. 33*), who wiihes to think it a viiion ; by 
Prideaux (p. 31 — 40*)) who aggravates the abfurdities ; and by Gag- 
iiier (tom.i.^p. — 343 «)> who declares^ from the zealous A 1 Janoabi^ 

that to deny this jouroeyj is to difbelieve the Koran, Yet the ICoran, 
without naming either heaven or Jerufalem, or Mecca, has only dropt 
a myfterious hint : Laus illi qui tranflulit ferviim fuum ab oratorio 
‘^'Haraiu .ad oratorium ' remotiffimum 

' tom.if- p.407 ;■ for Sale’s verfion is' more licentious)- ' ^ A Heiider'bafis 
for , the aerial flru6i:ure of traditioii,' 

^ In the prophetic ilyle, which ufes the prefent or pall for the 
future, Mahomet had faid ; Appropinquavit liora et iciila eft luna 
(Koran, €-54. v. i. in Maracci, toni, ii. p, 688.)* This figure of 

- . . ‘ rhetoric 
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The vulgar are amufed with thefe marvelldus chap 
tales ; but the gravell of the Mufulinan do6lors . ^ 

imitate the modelly of their mailer, and indulge 
a latitude of faith or interpretation They 
might fpecioully allege, that itt preaching the 
religion, it was needlefs to violate the harmony, 
of nature ; that a creed unclouded with myllery 
may be excufed from miracles; and that the 
fword of Mahomet was not lefs potent than the 
rod of Mofes. 

The polytheill is oppreffed and diflradled by Precepts of 
the variety of luperllition ; a thoufand rites of _pra^ei., 
Egyptian origin were interwoven with the ef- fafting, 
fence of the Mofaic law : and the fpirit of the 
gofpel had evaporated in the pageantry of the 
church. The Prophet of Mecca was tempted 
by prejudice, or policy, or patriotifm, to fainSlify 
the rites of the Arabians, and the cuftora of 
viliting the holy Hone of the Caaba. But the 
precepts of Mahomet himfelf inculcate a more 
limple and rational piety ; prayer, falling, and 
alms, are the religious duties of a Mufulmaii ; 
and he is encouraged to hope, th.at prayer 

rhetoric laas been converted Into a facSl, which is fald to be attefted by 
the moft refpe6lable eye-witnefles (Maracci, tom. il- p. 690.). The fef- 
livai is Hill celebrated by the Perlia ns (Chardin, tom.iv. p. aoi.); and 
the legend is tedioufly fpun out by Gagnier (Vie de Mahomet? tom. i. 
p. 183 -->234.) on the faith, as it fhould feem, of the credulous AlJan- 
nabi. Vet a Mahometan dodor has arraigned the credit of the prin- 
cipal witnefs (apud Pocock, Specimen, p. 1^87.) ; the beft interpreters 
are content with the fimple fenfe of the Koran (Al Beidawi, apud 
Holtinger, Hitt* Orient, b ii- p.30Z.) ; and the filence of Abulfcda is 
worthy of a prince and a philofopher. 

Abulpharagius, in Specimen. Plitt. Arab. p. 17.: and his fcep- 
ticifm is juttified in the notes of Pocock, p. 190-— 194. from the purett 
authorities. 
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will carry him half way to God, falling will 
bring him to the door of his palace, and alms 
will gain him admittance L According to 
the tradition of the nodlurnal journey, the 
Apollle, in his pei’fonal conference with the 
Deity, was commanded to impofe on his dif- 
ciples the daily obligation of fifty prayers. By 
the advice of Mofes, he applied for an allevia- 
tion of this intolerable burthen ; the number 
was gradually reduced to five, without any 
dilpenlation of bufinefs or pleafure, or time or 
place : the devotion of the faithful is repeated 
at day-break, at noon, in the afternoon, in the 
evening, and at the fir ft watch of the night 5 
and, in the prefent decay of religious fervour, 
our travellers are edified by the profound hu- 
mility and attention of the Turks and Perfians. 
Cleanlinefs is the key of prayer : the frequent 
luftration of the hands, the face, and the body, 
which was pra6lifed of old by the Arabs, is 
folemnly enjoined by the Koran; and a per- 
milfion is formally granted to fupply with fand 
the fcarcity of water. The words and attitudes 
of fupplication, as it is performed either fitting, 
or Handing, or proftrate on the ground, are 


The moil authentic account of thefe precepts, piigrimage, prayer, 
faftlng, alms, and ablutions, is extracted from the Perfian and Arabian 
theologians by Maracci (Prodrom. part iv. p.9— 24.); Reland (in his 
excellent treatife de Religione Mohammedica, Utrecht, 1717, p. 67— 
and Chardin (Voyages en Perfe, tom. iv. p. 47 — 195.)« Ma*. 
racci is a partial accufer ; but the jeweller, Chardin, had the eyes of 
a philofopher ; and Reland, a judicious Undent, had travelled over the 
Eaft in his clofet at Utrecht. The xivth letter of Tournefort (Voyage 
du Levant, tom. ii.p.3a5 — -360. in oiSlavo) defcribes what he had feen 
©f the religion of the Turks. 
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prefcribed by cuftom or authority, but the c hap. 
prayer is poured forth in Ihort and fervent eja- 
culations ; the meafure of zeal is not exhaufted 
by a tedious liturgy ; and each Mufulman, for 
his own perfon, is invefted with the chara6ter 
of a prieft. Among the theifts, who reje6t the 
ufe of images, it has been found neceflary to 
reflrain the wanderings of the fancy, by direct- 
ing the eye and the thought towards a kebla, or 
vifible point of the horizon. The Prophet was 
at firft inclined to gratify the Jews by the choice 
of Jerufalem ; but he foon returned to a more 
natural partiality ; and five times every day the 
eyes of the nations at Aftracan, at Fez, at Del- 
hi, are devoutly turned to the holy temple of 
Mecca. Yet every fpot for the fervice of God 
is equally pure : the Mahometans indifierently 
pray in their chamber or in the llreet. As a 
diftinCtion from the Jews and Chriftians, the 
Friday in each week is fet apart for the ufeful 
inftitution of public worlhip : the people is af- 
fembled in the mofch and the imam : fome re- 
fpeCtable elder afcends the pulpit, to begin the 
prayer and pronouncethefermon. But the Maho- 
metan religion is deftitute of priefthood or facri- 
fice; and theindependentfpirit of fanaticifm looks 
down with contempt on the minifters and the 
flaves of fuperftition. II. The voluntary 
penance of the afcetics, the torment and glory 

Mahomet (Sale’s Koranj c. 9. p. 153.) reproaches the Chriftians 
with taking their priefts and monks for their lords, befides God. Yet 
Maracci (Prodromns, part iii. p.69,70.) excufes the worlhip, efpecially 
of the pope, and quotes, from the Koran itfelf, the cafe of Ebiis, or 
Satan,' who was caft from heaven forrefnfing to adore Adam* 

T 2 ^ . 
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of their lives, was odious to a prophet who cert- 
fured in his companions a rafli vow of abftain-' 
ing from flefh, and women, and deep : and firmly 
declared, that he would fiilFer no monks in his 
religion Yet he inftituted, in each year, a 
fall of thirty days; and ftrenuoufly recom- 
mended the obfervance, as a difcipline which 
})urifies the foul and fubdues the body, as a fa- 
lutary exercife of obedience to the will of God 
and his Apoftle-r During the month of Ramadan, 
from the rifiog to the fetting of the fun, the Mu- 
liilman abftains from eating, and drinking, and 
women, and baths, and perfumes ; from all nou- 
fifliment that can reflore his flrength, from all 
pleafure that can gratify his fenfes. In the revo- 
lution of the lunar year, the Ramadan coincides, 
by turns, with the winter cold and the fummer 
heat ; and the patient martyr, without alfuaging 
his thiifl with a drop of water, mull expeiSl the 
clofe of a tedious and fultry day. The inter- 
diiSlion of wine, peculiar to fome orders of priells 
or hermits, is converted by Mahomet alone into a 
pofitive and general law and a confiderable 
portion of the globe has abjured, at his com- 
mand, the ufe of that falutary though dangerous 
liquor. Thefe painful r^llraints are, doubtlefs, 

KoraBj C. 5. p. 94. and Sale’s note, wliidi refers to tlie autliorit)?' 
tjf Jallalodd'm and Al Beidawi. D’Herbelot declares, that Mahomet 
condemned /a rdigieufe ; and that the firfl: fwarms of fakirs, dei'- 
dfes, 8cc. did not appear till after the year 300 of the Hegira (Bibliot^ 
Orient. p.ii92. 718.). 

See the double prohibitioil (Koran, c. p.ay. c. 5. p. 94.); the 
one in the %Ie of a legiflator, the other in that of a fanatic. The 
public and private motives of Mahomet are inveffigated by Prideaux 
(Life of Mahowiet, p.6s — 64.) and Sale (Preliminary Difcourfe, pa 24,). 

. infringed 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


m 


infriBgecl by the libertine and eluded by the hy- c H A P. 
pocrite ; but the legiflator, by whom they are . . 

ena6led, cannot furely be accufed of alluring his 
profelytes by the indulgence of their fenfual ap- 
petites. III. The diarity of the Mahometans 
defcends to the animal creation j and the Koran 
repeatedly inculcates, not as a merit, but as a 
ftridl and indifpenlable duty, the relief of the in- 
digent and unfortunate, Mahomet, perhaps, is 
the only lawgiver who has defined the precife 
meafure of charity; the ftandard may vary with 
the degree and nature of property, as it confifts 
either in money, in corn or cattle, in fruits or 
merchandize ; but the Mufulman does not ac* 
coraplifli the law, unlefs he beftows a tenth of his 
I'evenue; and if his confcience accufes him of 
fraud or extortion, the tenth, under the idea of 
reftitution, is enlarged to .Benevolence 

is the foundation of julfice, fince wc are .forbid 
to injure tliofe whom we are bound to a.ffifl. ,A 
prophet may reveal the fecrets of heaven and of 
futurity ; but in his moral precepts he can only 
repeat the leffons of our own hearts. 

The two articles of belief, and the four prac- Refuvrec- 
tical duties of Iflam, are guarded by rewards and 
punifliments ; and the faith of the Mufulman is 
devoutly fixed on the eveiit of the judgment and 

The jealoufy .of Maracci (Fro^iromus, part iv. p. 33.) prompts 
him to eitfumerate the more liberal alms of the Catholics of Rome. 

Fifteen great hoipitals are open to many thoufand patients and pil- 
grims, fifteen hundred maidens are annually portioned, fifty-fix charity 
fchools are founded for both fexes, one hundred and twenty confra- 
.xernities relieve the wants of their brethren, &c. The benevolence of 
Tondoa is ftill more extenlivi; , but I am, afraid that, much more is .to 
be afcribed to the humanity, than to thexeliigion, p,£.tlie people. 

T 3 the 
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CHAP, the iaft day. The Prophet has not prefuiiied to 
, , determine the moment of that awfid oataftrophe, 

though he darkly announces the figns, both in 
heaven and earth, which will precede the uni- 
verfal diffolution, when life fliali be deftroyed, 
and the order of creation fliall be confounded in 
the primitive chaos. At the blaft of the trumpet, 
new worlds will ftart into being; angels, genii, 
and men, will arife from the dead, and the hu- 
man foul wall again be united to the body. The 
dodlrine of the refurre6lion was firfl entertained 
by the Egyptians ; and their mummies were 
embalmed, their pyramids were conftru6ted, to 
preferve the ancient manilon of the foul, during 
a period of three thoufand years. But the at- 
tempt is partial and unavailing ; and it is with a 
more philofophic fpirit that Mahomet relies on 
the omnipotence of the Creator, Avhofe word 
can re-animate the breathlefs clay, and colledl 
the innumerable atoms, that no longer retain 
I their form or fubllance"’. The intermediate date 
' of the foul it is hard to decide ; and thofe who 
mod firmly believe her immaterial nature, are 
t ‘ atalofsto underftand how flie can think or adl 
• without the agency of the organs of fenfe. 

Hell and The re-union of the foul and body will befol- 
paradife. lowed by the final judgment of mankind ; and, 

See Herodotus (1.11.0.15^3.) and our learned countryman Sir 
John Marfimm (Canon. Chronkus, p. 46.). The of the fame 
writer (p. 254 — 274*) is an elaborate fketch of the mferna! regionsj, 
as they were painted by the fancy of the Egyptians and Greeks^ of 
the poets and philofophers of antiquity. 

The Koran (c. 2. p. 259? &c.; of Sakj, p. 32.5 of Maracci, p.97,) 
relates an ingenious mirackj which faisfied the curiofityj and con- 
firmed the faith, of Abraham. 

16 ill 
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in Iiis copy of the Magian pi6lure, the Prophet 
has too faithfully reprefented the forms of pro- 
ceeding, and even the flow and fucceflive ope- 
i’ations of an earthly tribunal. By his intolerant 
adverfaries he is upbraided for extending, even 
to themfelves, the hope of falvation, for afferting 
the blackefl herefy, that every man who believes 
in God, and accorapliflies good works, may ex- 
pe<5t in the lall day a favourable fentence. Such 
rational indifference is ill adapted to the charac- 
ter of a fanatic ; nor is it probable that a meffen- 
ger from heaven fhould depreciate the value and 
neceffity of his own revelation. In the idiom of 
the Koran the belief of God is infeparable 
from that of Mahomet ; the good works are thofe 
which he has enjoined ; and the two qualifica- 
tions imply the profeflion of Iflam, to which all 
nations and all fe<9;s are equally invited. Their 
fpiritual blindnefs, though excufed by ignorance 
and crowned with virtue, will be fcourged with 
everlafling torments ; and the ' tears which Ma- 
homet fired over the tomb of his mother, for whom 
he was forbidden to pray, difplay a flriking con- 
trail of humanity and enthufiafm The doom 
of the infidels is common : the meafure of their 
guilt and punifliment is determined by the 

The candid Reland has demonftrated, that Mahomet damns all 
iinhelievers(de Religion. Moham. p. I — 14a.); that devils -will not 
be finally faved (p. 196 — 199.) ; that paradife will not folel^ confifi: of 
corporeal delights (p. 199— -205.); and that women’s fouls are im» 
mortal (p. ^05 — 

Ai Bei(jawi, apud Sale, Koran, c* 9. p, 164. The refufal to 
pray for an unbelieving kindred, is juftified, according to Mahomet, 
by the duty of a prophet, and the example of Abraham, who repro- 
bated his own father as an enemy of God. Yet Abraham (he adds, 
«. 9. V. 116. Maracci, tom. iL p. 317.) fuk fane pius;» mitis. 
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c HAP. degree of evidence which they have rejedled, by 

■■v— _r the magnitude of the errors which they have en- 
tertained: the eternal manfions of the Chrillians, 
the Jews, the Sabians, the Magians, and the 
idolaters, are funk below each other in the abyfs ; 
and the loweft hell is referved for the faithlefs 
hypocrites who have affumed the raalkof religion. 
After the greater part of mankind has been con- 
demnedfor their opinions, the true believers only 
will be judged by their a6lions. The good and 
evil of eachMufuhnan will be accurately weighed 
in a real or allegorical balance, and a lingular 
mode of coippenpition will be allowed for the 
payment of injuries : the aggreffor will refund 
an equivalent of his own good adlions, for the 
benefit of the perfon whom he has wronged ; and 
if he fliould be deftitute of any moral property, 
the weight of his fins will be loaded with an ade- 
quate lhare of the demerits of the fufferer. Ac- 
cording as the .fliares of guilt or virtue fhall pre- 
ponderate, the fentence will be pronounced^ and 
all, without dillinclion, will pafs over the lliarp 
and perilous bridge of the abyfs ; but the inno- 
cent, treading in the footlleps of Mahomet, 
wdl glorioufly enter the gates of paradife, while 
the guilty will fall into the firft and mildell of 
the feven hells. The term of expiation will 
vary from nine hundred to feven thoufand 
years ; but the Prophet has judicioufly proraifed, 
that ff//his difciples, whatever may be their fins, 
fiiall be faved, by their own faith and his inter- 
I cellion, from eternal damnation. It is not fur- 

prifingthatfuperftition fhouldadtmoftpowerfully 
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on the fears of her votarieSjfince the human fancy 
can paint with more energy the mifery than the 
blifs of a future life. With the two fimple ele- 
ments of darknels and fire, we create a fenfation 
of pain, which may be aggravated to an infinite 
degree by the idea of endlefs duration. But the 
fame idea operates with an oppofite eflre6l on the 
continuity of pleafure ; and too much of our pre- 
fent enjoyments is obtained from the relief or the 
comparifon of evil. It is natural enough that an 
Arabian prophet fhould dwell with rapture on the 
groves, the fountains, and the rivers, of paradife ; 
but infteadof infpiringthebleffedinhabitantswith 
a liberal tafte for harmony and fcience, converfa- 
tion and friendfhip, he idly celebrates the pearls 
and diamonds, the robes of filk, palaces of mar- 
ble, difiies of gold, rich wines, artificial dainties, 
numerous attendants, and the whole train of fen- 
fual and coftlyluxury, which becomes infipid to the 
owner, even in the thort period of this mortal life. 
Seventy-two Hoiiris^ or black-eyed girls, of re- 
fplendent beauty^ blooming youth, virgin purity, 
and exquifite fenfibility,will be created for the ufe 
of the meanefl believer ; a moment of pleafure 
will be prolonged to a thoufand years, and his 
faculties will be increafed an hundred fold, to 
render him worthy of his felicity. Notwith Hand- 
ing a vulgar prejudice, the gates of heaven will 
be open to both lexes ; but Mahomet has not 
fpecified the male companions of the female eledt, 
left he Ihould either alarm the jealouly of their 
former hulbands, or difturb their felicity, by tha 
fufpicion of an everlafting marriage. This image 
pf a carnal paradife has provoked the indignation, 

perhaps 
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CHAP, perhaps the envy, of the monks : they declaim 
againft the impure religion of Mahomet; and his 
modeft apologifts are driven to the poor excufe 
of figures and allegories. But the founder and 
more confiftent party adhere, without lhame, to 
the literal interpretation of the Koran ; ufelefs 
would be the refurredtion of the body, unlefs it 
were reftored to the pofleffion and exercife of its 
worthieft faculties ; and the union of fenfual and 
intelledlual enjoyment is requifite tocompletethe 
happinels of the double animal, the perfect man. 
Yet the joys of the Mahometan paradife will not 
be confined to the indulgence of luxury and ap- 
petite ; and tlie Prophet has exprefsly declared, 
that all meaner happinefs will be forgotten and 
delpifed by the faints and martyrs, who fliall be 
admitted to the beatitude of the divine vifion“°. 

The firft and moft arduous conqtiefts of Ma- 
homet"' were thofe of his wife, his fervant, his 

pupil, 


Mahomet 
preaches 
at Mecca, 
A, D, ($09 


For the day of judgment, hell, paradife, &c. confult the Koran 
(c. 2. y,a5,yc.i(6.78,&c.); with MaraccFs viimlent, but learned, 
refutation (in his notes, and in the Prodromus, part iv. p. 78. 120. 
122, Ac,); D^Herbdot (I^bliotheqne Orientale, p. 368, 375.); Re- 
land (p.47 61.); and Sale Cp.76 — 103,), The original ideas of the 

Magi are darkly and doubtfully explored by their apologift Dr, Hyde 
(Hift, Religionis Perfarura, c. 32*p. 402 — 412. Oxon. 1760.). In 
the article of Mahomet, Bayle has ihewn how indifferently wit and 
philofophy fupply the abfence of genuine information. 

Before I enter on the hiflory of the prophet, it is incumbent on 
me to produce my evidence. The Latin, French, md Engliih, verfions 
of the Koran preceded by hijftorical difcourfes, and the three trans- 
lators, Maraccx (tom. i, p. 10 — 32.),Savary (tom. i, p. 1—248.), and 
Sale (Preliminary Difcourfe, p. 33— accurately iludied the 
language and charaaer of their author. Two profeffed lives of 
Mahomet have been compofed by Dr. Prideaux (Life of Mahomet, 
feventh edition, London, 1718, in oaavo) and the Count de 

Bouiain- 
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pupil, and his friend'"; fince he prefented him- c H A P. 
felf as a prophet to thofe who were moft conver- , 

fant with his infirmities as a man. Yet Cadijah 
believed the words, and cherilhed the glory, of 
her hulband ; the obfequious and alFedlionate Zeid 
was tempted by the profpedt of freedom ; the 
illuftrious Ali, the fon of Abu Taleb, embraced 
the fentiments of his coufin with the fpirit of a 
youthful hero ; and the wealth, the moderation, 
the veracity of Abubeker, confirmed the religion 
of the Prophet whom he was dellined to fucceed. 

By his perfuafion, ten of the moft relpedtable ci- 
tizens of Mecca were introduced to the private 
leffons of Iflam ; they yielded to the voice of 


Boiilainvllliers (Vie de Mahomed, Londres, 1730, inocSlavo); but 
the adverfe willi of finding an impoftor or an hero, has too often 
corrupted the learning of the dodtor and the ingenuity of the count* 
The article in BTIerbelot (Bibliot* Orient, p- 598—603.) is chiefly 
drawn (rom Novairi and Mrcond j but the beft and moll i^uthentic of 
our guides is M. Gagnier, a Frenchman by birth, and profeiTor at Ox« 
ford of the Oriental tongues. In two elaborate works (Ifmael Abulfeda 
de Vita et Rebus geftis Mohammedis, &c* Latine vertit, Rra^fatione 
et Nods illufiravit Johannes Gagnier, Oxon. iyz3» in folio. La Vie 
de Mahomet tradulte et corapilee de FAlcoran, des Traditions au- 
thentiques de la Sonna et des meilleurs Auteurs Arabes ; Amflerdam, 
1748, 3 vols. in lamo.) he has interpreted, illuftrated, and fupplied the 
Arabic text of Abulfeda and A 1 Jannabi ; the firft, an enlightened 
prince, who reigned at Hamah, in Syiia, A.D. 1310 — 133a (fee Gag- 
nier Prsefat. ad Abulfed.) ; the fecond a credulous dodlor, who vifited 
Mecca A.D. 1556. (Dlierbelot, p. 397. Gagnier, tom. in. p. 209, 
210.}. Thefe are my general vouchers, and the inquifitive reader may 
follow the order of time, and the divifion of chapters. Yet I muft 
obferve, that both Abulfeda and Al Jannabi are modern hillorians, 
and that they cannot appeal to any writers of the firft century of the 
Hegira. 

After the Greeks, Prideaux (p.8.) difclofes the fecret doubts of 
the wife of Mahomet. As if he had been a priv)'- counfellor of the 
prophet, Boulainvilliers (p. 272, &c.) unfolds the fublime and patriotic 
views of Cadijah and the firll difciples.- ’ ' ■ 
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c H^A P. reaibn aftd enthufiafm ; they repeated the fbnda- 
mental creed ; “ there is but one God, and Ma- 
“ hornet is the apoftle of God and their faitJi, 
even, in this life, was rewarded with riches and 
honours, with the cominand of armies and the go- 
vernment of kingdoms. Three years were filentJy 
employed in the converfion of fourteen profelytes, 

the firft fruits of his miffion ; but in the fourth 
year he affumed the prophetic ofSce,andrefoIving 
to impart to his family the light of divine truth, 
he prepared a banquet, a lamb, as it is faid, and a 
bowl of milk, for the entertain ment of forty guells 
of the race of Hafbem. “ Friends and kirilhien/’ 
laid IVIahomet to the affembly, “ I offer you, 
“ and I alone can offer, the inoft precious of 
“ gifts, the treafures of this world and of the 
“ world to come. God has commanded me to 
“ call you to his fervice. Who among you will 
“ fupport my burthen .? Who among you will 
“ be my companion and my vizir ?” No an- 
fwer was returned, till the fflence of aftonifti- 
ment, and doubt, and contempt, was at length 
broken by the impatient courage of Ali, a youth 
in the fourteenth year of his age. " O Prophet, 

“ I am the man : whofoever rifes againfl thee, I 
“ will dalh out his teeth, tear out his eyes, break 
“Jus legs, rip up his belly. O Prophet, I will 
“ be thy vizir over them.” Mahomet accepted 

his offer with traufport, and Abu Taleb was iro- 

oaa.t/^rw,- and this plebeian name 

^•as transferred by an apt metaphor to the pillars of the Hate (Gagnier, 

Not- ad Abulfed. p. 19.). I endeavour to preferve the Arabian idiom, 
as far as I can feel it myfelf, in a Latin or French tranflation. 
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nically exhorted to refpe6t the fuperior dignity c H A P. 
of his fon. In a more ferious tone, the father of 

a n I A 

Ali advifed his nephew to relinquiih his imprac- 
ticable defign. “ Spare your remonllrances,” 
replied the intrepid fanatic to his uncle and be- 
nefa6lor ; “ if they fhould place the fun on my 
“ right-hand, and the moon on my left, they 
“ Ihould not divert me from my courfe.” He 
perfevered ten years in the exercife of his mif- 
lion ; and the religion which has overfpread the 
Eaft and the Weft, advanced with a flow, and 
painful progrefs within the walls of Mecca. Yet 
Mahomet enjoyed the fatisfaSUon of beholding 
the inereafe of his infant congregation of Uni- 
tarians, who revered him as a prophet, and to 
whom he feafonably difpenfed the fpiritual nou- 
rifliment of the Koran. The number of profe- 
lytes may be efteemed by the abfence of eighty- 
three men and eighteen women, who retired to 
^Ethiopia in the feventh year of his miflion : 
and his party was fortified by the timely conver- 
flon of his uncle Hamza, and of the fierce and 
inflexible Omar, who lignalized in the caufe of 
Iflam the fame zeal wdiich he had exerted for 
its deftru6tion. Nor was the charity of Ma- 
homet confined to the tribe of Koreifti or the 
precincts of Mecca: on folenin feftivals, in the 
days of pilgrimage, he frequented the Caaba, 
accoilcd the ftrangers of every tribe, and urged, 
both in private converfe and public difcourfe, 
the belief and worfliip of a foie Deity. Confcious 
of his reafon and of his weaknefs, he aflerted 
the liberty of confcience, and difclaiined the ufe 

of 
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of religious violence but he called the Arabs 
to repentance, and conjured them to remember 
the ancient idolaters of Ad and Thamud, 
whom the divine juftice had fwept away from 
the face of the earth 

The people of Mecca was hardened in their 
unbelief by fuperftition and envy. The elders of 
the city, the uncles of the Prophet, affedted to 
defpife the prefumption of an orphan, the re- 
former of his country : the pious orations of Ma- 
homet in the Caaba were anfvvered by the cla- 
mours of Abu Taleb. “ Citizens and pilgrims, 
“ liften not to the tempter, hearken not to his im- 
« pious novelties. Stand fall in the worlhip of 
“ Al Lata and A1 Uzzah.” Yet the fon of Ab- 
dallah was ever dear to the aged chief; and he 
protedled the fame and perfon of his nephew 
againil the aflaults of the Koreilhites, who had 
long been jealous of the pre-eminence of the 
family of Halliem. Their malice was coloured 
with the pretence of religion ; in the age of Job, 
the crime of impiety was punilhed by the 


The palTages of the Koran in behalf of toleration are flrong and 
numerons: c.z.^ y. c. 16. 129. c.17. 54. c.45. 15. c.50. 39. 
c* 88. ai, &c. with the notes of Maracci and Sale. This charat^er 
alone may generaHy.dedde the doubts of the learned, whether a chap- 
ter was revealed at Mecca or Medina. 

See the Ko^Cpaffim, and efpeclallyc. 7. p. 123, I24 j &cA and 

the tradition of the Arabs (Pocock, Specimen, p. 35 — 3 7.}. The ca- 
verns of the tribe of Thamud, fit for men of the ordinary ilatore, were 
m the midway between Medina and JDamafeus (Afaulfed. Arabise 
Defcnpt, p. 43, 44.) and may be probably aferibed to the Troglodites 
of the primitive world (Michaelis, ad Lowth de Poefi Hebr«or! p.131 
Recherches- fur Ie§ Egyptiens, tom. iL p. 48, 
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Arabian magiftrate and Mahomet was guilty 
of deferting and denying the national deities. 
But fo loofe was the policy of Mecca, that the 
leaders of the Koreifli, inflead of acoufing a 
criminal, were compelled to employ the mea- 
fures of perfuafion or violence. They repeat- 
edly addrefled Abu Taleb in the ilyle of re- 
proach and menace. “ Thy nephew reviles our 
“ religion ; he accufes our wife forefathers of 
“ ignorance and folly ; filence him quickly, left 
“ he kindle tumult and difcord in the city. If 
“ he perfevere, we ftiall draw our fwords againft 
“ him and his adherents, and thou wilt be re- 
Iponfible for the blood of thy fellow-citizens.” 
The weight and modei’ation of Abu Taleb eluded 
the violence of religious fadlion ; the moft help- 
lefs or timid of the difciples retired to jiEthiopia, 
and the Prophet withdrew himfelf to various 
places of ftrength in the town and country. As 
he was ftill fupported by his family, the reft of 
the tribe of Koreifli engaged themfelves to re- 
nounce all intercourfe with the children of Hai 
lliem, neither to buy nor fell, neither to marry 
nor to give in marriage, but to purfue them with 
implacable enmity, till they fliould deliver the 
perfon of Mahomet to the juftice of the gods. 
The decree was fufpended in the Caaba before 
the eyes of the nation ; the meffengers of the 
Koreifli purfued the Mufulman exiles in the 

In the time of Job, the crime of impiety was punilhed by the 
Arabian magiftrate (c. 13. v. 36, 47 , 48.). I blufli for a refpecaable 
prelate (de Poefi Hebrieorum, p. 650, 651. edit. Michaelis ; and letter 
of a late profeflbr in the univerflty of Oxford, p. IJ— 53-)» who juf- 
tifies and applauds this patriarchial inquifition. 

heart 
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CHAP, heart of Africa they befieged the Prophet and 
, , his moft faithful followers, intercepted their 

water ,and inflamed their mutual aniraofity by the 
retaliation of injuries and infults. A doubtful 
ti'uce reftored the appearances of concord ; till 
the death of Abu Taleb abandoned Mahomet to 
the power of his enemies, at the moment when 
he was deprived of his doraeftic comforts by the 
lofs of his faithful and generous Cadijah. Abu 
Sophian, the chief of the branch of Ommiyah, 
fucceeded to the principality of the republic of 
Mecca. A zealous votary of the idols, a mortal 
foe of the line of Hafliem, he convened an affem- 
bly of the Koreifhites and their allies, to decide 
the fate of the Apoftle. His imprifonment might 
provoke the delpair of his entbufiafm ; and the 
exile of an eloquent and popular fanatic would 
ditfufe the mifchief through the provincesof Ara- 
bia. His death was refolved ; and they agreed 
that a fword from each tribe lliould be buried in 
his heart, to divide the guilt of his blood and 
and driven bafile the vengeance of the Hafliemites. An 
from Mec- angel or a fpy revealed their confpiracy ; and 
A n flight was the only i efource of Mahpmet At 
the dead of night, accompanied by his friend 
Abubeker, he filently efcaped from his houfe : 
the aflaflins watched at the door ; but they were 
deceived by the figure of Ali, who repofed on 
the bed, and was covered with the green vell- 
ment of the apoftle. The Koreifli refipedled the 
piety of the heroic youth ; but fome verfes of Al i, 

117 D’Hetbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 44J. He quotes a particular 
lilliory of tile iHght of Mahomet, 

which 
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•wliicli are ftitl extant, exhibit an interefling c if A p, 
pidlure of his anxiety, his tendernefs, and his j 

religious confidence. Three days Mahomet and: 
his companion were concealed in the cave of 
Thor, at the diftance of a league from Mecca ; 
and in the clofe of each evening, they received, 
from the fon and daughter of Abubeker, a fecret 
fupply of intelligence and food. The diligence 
of the Eoreifli explored every haunt in the 
neighbourhood of the city; they arrived at the 
entrance of the cavern ; but the providential 
deceit of a Ipider’s web and a pigeon’s nefl, is 
fuppofed to convince them that the place was 
folitary and inviolate. “ We are only two,” 
laid the trembling Abubeker. “ There is a 
“ third,” replied the Prophet; “ it is God him- 
“ felf.” No fooner was the purfiiit abated, than 
the two fugitives ifflied from the rock, and 
mounted tlieir camels; on the road to Medina, 
they were overtaken by the einiffaries . of the 
Koreifli; they redeemed themfelves with prayers 
and promifes from their hands. In this event- I 
ful moment, the lance of an Arab might have I 
changed the hiftory of the world. The flight 
of the prophet from Mecca to Medina has fixed 
the memorable aera of the Hegira'''^, which. 


The Eegira was hiftkiited by Om^r, thefecond cafiphj hi 
tation of the sera of the martyrs of the Chriftiaiis (D’Herbelot, p. 444.); 
and properly commenced fixty -’eight days before the flight of 
Mahomet; witJi the firfl: of Moharren, or fli'ft day of that Arabian 
year, which coincides with Friday July i6th, A.D. 6aa (Abulfeda, 
Vit, Moham. c, aa, a^. p.45 — and Greave’s edition of Ullug 
Beig’s Epochss Arabum, &c. c. i. p. 8 . io,&c*). , %■ 
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CHAP, at the end of twelve centuries, ftill difcri- 
^ minates the lunar years of the Mahometan 

Received nations'’’. 

5SiL religion of the Koran might have perilhed 

A,D. 6a*. in its cradlej had not Medina embraced with 
faith and reverence the holy outcafts of Mecca. 
Medina, or the cii^, known under the name of 
yathreb, before it was fanfitified by the throne 
of the Prophet, was divided between the tribes 
of the Charegites and the Awfites, whofe here- 
ditary feud was rekindled by theflighteft provo- 
cations : two colonies of Jews, who boafted a 
facerdotal race, were their humble allies, and 
without converting the Arabs, they introduced 
the tafle of fcience and ‘religion, which diftin- 
guiflied Medina as the city of the book. Some 
of her nobleft citizens, in a pilgrimage to the 
Caaba, were converted by the preaching of 
Mahomet; on their return they diffufed the 
belief of God and his Prophet, and the new 
alliance was ratified by their deputies in two 
fecret and nodturnal interviews on a hill in the 
fuburbs of Mecca. In the firft, ten Charegites 
a^-two Awfites united in faith and love, pro- 
tected in the nam.e of their wives, their children, 
and their abfent brethren, that they would for- 
ever profefs the creed, and obferve the precepts 
of the Koran. The fecond was a political affo- 
ciation, the firll vital fpark of the empire of 
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the Saracens Seventy-three men and two c 
women of Medina held a folemn conference with 
Mahomet, his kinfmen, and his difciples j and 
pledged themfelves to each other by a mutual 
oath of fidelity. They promifed in the name of 
the city, that if he Ihould be banilhed, they 
would receive him as a confederate, obey him 
as a leader, and defend him to the lafl; extremity, 
like their wives and children. “ But if you are 
‘‘ recalled by your country,” they alked with 
a flattering anxiety, “ will you not abandon your 
“ new allies ?” “ All things,” replied Mahomet 
with a fmile, “ are now common between us ; 

your blood is as my blood, your ruin as my 
“ ruin. We are bound to each other by the ties 
“ of honour and intereft. lam your friend, 
“and the enemy of your foes.” “ Butifweare 
“ killed in your fervice, what,” exclaimed the 
deputies of Medina, “ will be our reward ?” 

“ Paradise,” replied the Prophet. “ Stretch 
“ forth thy hand.” He ftretched it forth, and 
they reiterated the oath of allegiance and fide- 
lity. Their treaty was ratified by the people, 
who unanimoufly embraced the profeffion of 
Iflam ; they rejoiced in the exile of the Apoftle, 
but they trembibd for his fafety, and impatiently 
expe6led his arrival. After a perilous and rapid 
journey along the fea-coaft, he halted at Koba, 
two miles from the city, and made his public 
entry into Medina, fixteen days after his flight 

The trifle' kauguration of ■ Mahomet i^-^defcribed by Abulfeda 
(p«3o« 33»40.86.) and Gagnier 
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II AP. from Me(x;a. Five Imiidred of the citizens 
advanced to meet him: he was hailed with accla- 
mations of loyalty and devotion ; Mahomet was 
mounted on a Ihe-camel, an umbrella flraded 
his head, and a turban was unfurled before him 
to fupply the deficiency of a llandard. His 
braved difciples, who had been fcattered by the 
florin, affembled round his perfon : and the 
equalj though various, meidt of the Moflems was 
diftinguifhed by the names of Mohagerians axiA 
Anfars,t\\e fugitives of Mecca, and the auxiliaries 
of Medina. To eradicate the feeds of jealoufj^ 
Mahomet yudicioully coupled his principal fol- 
lowers withtherights and obligations of brethren, 
and when Ali found himfelf without a peer, the 
Prophet tenderly declared, that he would be the 
companion and brother of the noble youth. The 
expedient w’as crowned with fuccefs ; the holy 
fraternity was ref]ie< 5 led in peace and war, and 
the two parties vied with each other in a generous 
emulation of courage and fidelity.. Once only 
the concord was flightly ruffled by an accidental 
quarrel ; a patriot of Medina arraigned the info- 
lence 'of the ftrangers, but the hint of their 
expulfion was beard with abhorrence, and his 
own fon moll eagerly offered to lay at the 
Apoflle’s feet the head of his father. 

•egai From his ellabliftiment at Medina, Mahomet 
.D. idTumed the exercife of the regal and flicerdotal 
-63 j. office ; and it was iifipious to appeal from a judge 
whofe decrees were infpired by the divinewifdom. 

A fmall portion of ground, the patrimony of two 

ISj. 
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orphans, was acquired by gift or purchafe'^^ ; on < 
that chofen fpot, lie built an houfe and a mofch 
more venerable in their rude fiinplicity than the 
palaces and temples of the Aflyrian caliphs. His 
feal of gold, or filver,' was infcribed with the 
apoftolic title ; when he prayed and preached in 
the weekly aflembly, he leaned againft the trunk 
of a palm-tree ; and it was long before he in- 
dulged himfelf in the ufe of a chair or pulpit 
of rough timber'”. After a reign of fix years, 
fifteen hundred Moflems, in arms and in the 
field, I'enewed their oath of allegiance; and 
their chief repeated the afili ranee of proteftiou 
till the death of the laffc member, or the final 
diflblution of the party. It was in the fame 
camp that the deputy of Mecca was aftoniflred 
by the attention of the faithful to the w’ords 
and looks of the Prophet, by the. jeagernefs 
with which they colledted his fpittle, an hair 
that dropt on the ground, the refufe water of 
his lullrations, as if they participated in fome 
degree of the prophetic virtue. “ I have feen,” 


Prideaux (Life of Maliometj- p. 44.) i^viles tke wickednefs of tlie 
Impoilor? who defpoiled two poor orphans, the fons of a carpenter ; 
a reproach which he drew from the Diiputatio contra Saracenos, com- , 
pofed in Arabic be%re the year 1130; but the honeft Gagnier (ad 
Abulfed, p. 53.) has &ewn that they were deceived by the word Al 
Nagjiir^ which fignifies? in this place, not an obfeure trade, but a noble 
.tribe pf Arabs* The defi^^late Hate of the ground is deferibed by AbuL 
feda ; and his worthy interpreter has proved from Al Bochari, the offer 
of a price ; from Al Jannabi, the fair pttrehafe ; and from Ahmed Ben 
Jofeph, the payment of ,the money by the generous Abubeker. On 
tliefe grounds the Prophet muff: be honourably acquitted. 

A! Jannabi (apud Gagnier, tom. ff. p. 246. 324) deferibes the feal 
and pulpit, as two venerable relics of the apollle of God f and the porp 
>rait of his court is taken from Abulfeda (c.44. p. ' 

' Lf 3' . '■ faid 


H A P. 
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c p. faid hej « the Cholroes of Perfia and the Cffifar 
« — ** of Rome, but never did I behold a king among 
• “ Ms fubjedls like Mahomet among bis com- 

‘® panions/* The devout fervour of enthufiafiT:i 
adts with more energy and truth than the cold 
and formal lervility^of courts. 

Hedectes In the date of nature eveiy man has a right 
SdSdS defend, by force of arms, his perfon and his 
poffeffions; to repel, or even to prevent, the 
violence of his enemies, and to extend his hot 
tilities to a reafonable meafure of fatisfadlion 
and retaliation. In the free fociety of the Arabs, 
the duties of fubjedl and citizen impofed a feeble 
reftraint ; and Mahomet, in the exercife of a 
peaceful and benevolent million, had been def- 
poiled and banilhed by the injtdlice of his coun- 
trymen. The choice of an independent people 
had exalted the fugitive of Mecca to the rank 
of afovereign; and he was invefted with the 
Juft prerogative of forming alliances, and of wag- 
ing offenfive or defenlive war. The imperfec- 
tion of human rights was fupplied and armed by 
the plenitude of divine power: the Prophet of 
Medina affumed, in his new revelations, a fiercer 
and more fanguinary tone, which proves that 
his former moderation was the effedl of ’weak- 
nefs“* : the means of perfuafion bad been tried, 
the feafon of forbearance was elapfed, and he 

was now commanded to propagate his religion 

by the fword, to deftroy the monuments of ido- 

T the loudeft and 

mit vehement ; and Maracci (Prodromus, part iv- p. 50 $4) ha& 

Se jufiicethan difcretion againil the double dealing 

latry, 

... .. ■ . . 
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latry, and, without regarding the fan^lity of days CHAP, 
or months, to purfue the unbelieving nations of ^ , 

the earth. The fame bloody precepts, fo re- 
peatedly inculcated in the Koran, are afcribed 
by the author to the Pentateuch and the Got 
pel. But the mild tenor of the evangelic ftyle 
may explain an ambiguous text, that Jefus did 
not bring peace on the earth, but a fword : his 
patient and humble virtues fliould not be con- 
founded with the intolerant zeal of princes and 
biftiops, who have difgraced the name of his dif- 
ciples. In the profecution of religious war, 
Mahomet might appeal with more propriety to 
the example of Mofes, of the judges and the 
Icings of Ifrael. The militaiy laws of the He- 
brews are ftill more rigid than thofe of the Ara- 
bian iegiflator'*-*. The Lord of Hofts marched 
in perlbn before the Jews ; if a city refilled 
their fummons, the males, without dillin6lion, 
were put to the fword: the feven nations of 
Canaan were devoted to deftru^lion; and neither 
repentance nor converfion could Ihield them 
from the inevitable doom that no creature 
within their precimSls fliould be left alive. The 
fair option of friendlhip, or fubraiffion, or battle, 
was propofed to the enemies of Mahomet. If 
they profeffed the creed of Iflam, they were ad- 
mitted to all the temporal and fpiritual benefits 
of his primitive difciples, and marched under 


The xth and xxth chapters of Deutaroaomy, with the pracStical 
comments of Jolhua, Davidj&c* are read with more awe than fatif- 
fadioii by the pious Chriftians of the prefent, age. But the bifhops, as 
well as the rabbis? of former times? have, beat the drum‘«cclefiaftic with 
pleafure and fuccefs* (Salehs Prelimiapxy .Difconrfo p« 143 ^? 1430“ 

u 4 the 
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the fariie bsinner to extend the religion which they 
had embraced. The clemency of the Prophet 
was decided by his intereft, yet he feldora tram- 
pled on a proftrate enemy ; and he feems to pro- 
mife, that, on the payment of a tribute, the leaft 
guilty of his unbelieving fubjetSls might be in- 
dulged in their worfhip, or at lead in their im- 
perfect faith. In the firft months of his reign, 
he praCtifed the lefTons of holy warfare, and dif- 
playcd his white banner before the gates of 
Medina: the martial Apoflle fought in perfon 
at nine battles or fieges"* and fifty enterprifes 
of war were atchieved in ten years by himlelf or 
his lieutenants. The Arab continued to unite the 
profeflions of a merchant and a robber; and 
his petty Kxcurfions for the defence or the at- 
tack of a caravan infenfibly prepai'ed his troops 
for the conqueft of Arabia. The diftribution 
of the fpoil w'as regulated by a divine law'*'^ : 
the whole was faithfully collected in one com- 
mon mafs : a fifth of the gold and filver, the 
prifoners and cattle, the moveables and immove- 
ables, was referved by the Prophet for pious and 
charitable ufes ; the remajnder was fhared in ade- 
quate portions, by the foldiers who had obtained 
the vitSory or guarded the Camp : the rewards of 

Abulfeda^in Vit. Mobam. p . 15 6% Theprivate arfenal of the Apoftle 
coiififled of nine fwords, three lances, feven pikes or half-pikes, a 
quiver and three bows, feven cuirafles, three ihields, and two helmets 
(Gagnier, tom* hi. p. 328 — ^334.), with a large white ftandard, a black 
banner (p. 335.)? twenty hoifes (p. 322.), &c. Two of his martial fay^ 
ings are recorded by tradition (Gagnier, tom. ii. p. 88. 337.). 

The whole fubjedt de jure belli Mohammedanorum, is exhaufted 
in a feparate differtation by the learned Relaiid (DiiTert^tiones Mifcel*^ 

tom. hi. difTert. X. p. 3— -53.}. 

13 _ the 
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the flain devolved to their widows and orphans ; g H A P. 
and the increafe of cavalry was encouraged by 
the allotment of a double fhare to the horfe and 
to the man. From all fides the to ving Arabs 
were allured to the ftandard of I’eligion and 
plunder ; the Apollle fandliiied the licence of em- 
bracing the female captives as their wives or con- 
cubines : and the enjoyment of wealth and beauty 
was a feeble type of the joys of paradife prepared 
for the valiant martyrs of the faith. “ The 
“ fwoi’d,” fays Mahomet, “ is the key of heaven 
“ and of hell ; a drop of blood Ihed in the caufe 
“ of God, a night fpent in arms, is of more 
“ avail than two months of falling or prayer ; 

“ whofoever falls in battle, his fins are forgiven : 

“ at the day of judgment his wounds fliall be 
“ refplendent as vermilion, and odoriferous as 
“ mulk I and the lofs of his limbs fhall be fup- 
“ plied by the wings of angels and cherubim.” 

The intrepid fouls of the Arabs were fired with 
enthufiafm : the pidlure of the invifible world 
was ftrongly painted on their imagination ; and 
the death which they had always delpifed be- 
came an objedl of hope and defire. The Koran 
inculcates, in the moll abfolute fenfe, the tenets 
of fate and predellination, which would extin- 
guifli both indufl,ry and virtue, if the adlions of 
man were governed by his fpeculative belief. 

Yet their influence in every age has exalted the 
courage of the Saracens and Turks. The firft 
companions of Mahomet advanced to battle with 
a fearlefs confidence : there is no danger where 
there is no chance : they were ordained toperilli in 

their 
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CHAP their beds ; or they were fafe and invulnerable 
. . amidft the darts of the enemy 

His defen- Perhaps the Koreilh would have been content 

agai^^tL flight of Mahomet, had they not been 

Koreilh of pi'ovoked and alarmed by the vengeance of an 
Mecca. enemy, who could intercept their Syrian trade as 
• it palled and repafled through the territory of 

Medina. Abu Sophian himfelf, with only thirty 
or forty followers, condu6led a wealthy caravan 
of a thoufand camels : the fortune or dexterity 
of his march efcaped the vigilance of Mahomet; 
but the chief of the Koreilh was informed that 
the holy robbers were placed in ambulli to wait 
his return. He difpatched a meffenger to his 
brethren of Mecca, and they were roufed, by 
the fear of loling their merchandife and their 
provilions, unlefsthey haftened to his relief with 
the military force of the city. The facred band 
of Mahomet was formed of three hundred and 
thirteen Modems, of whom feventy-feven were 
fugitives, and the reft auxiliaries : they mounted 
by turns a train of feventy camels (the camels 
ofYathreb were formidable in war): but fuch 
was the poverty of his firft dHciples, that only 
two could appear on horfeback in the field 

' In 

^ doiSlrine of ablblute predclfinixtiotij on which few religions 
can reproach each other, is ftemly expofed in the Koran (c. 3. p. 52, 
53. €,4. pa 7o» with the notes of Sale, c. 17. p. 413* with 
thofe of Maracci). Reland (de Relig. Mohamm. p. 61 — 64.) and 
Sale (Prelim. Difcourfe, p. 103.) reprefents the opinions of the dodors, 
and our modern travellers the confidence, the fading confidence, of 
. , tne Turks. . 

^ A 1 Jannabi (apu<l Gagnier, tom. ii p, p.j allows him feventy 
in eighty horfe ; and on two other occafions prior to the battle of 
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In the fertile and famous vale of Beder three chap. 
ftations from Medina, he was informed by his , 

fcouts of the caravan that approached on one 
fide; of the Koreilh, one hundred horfe, eight 
hundred and fifty foot, who advanced on the 
other. After a fhort debate j, he facrificed the 
profpe^ of wealth to the purfuit of glory and 
revenge ; and a flight intrenchment was formed 
to cover his troops, and a flream of frefh water, 
that glided through the valley. “ O God,” he Battle of 
exclaimed as the numbers of the Koreilh de- 
fcended from the hills, “ O God, if thefe are 
“ deftroyed, by whom wilt thou be worfhipped 
on the earth? — Courage, my children, clofe 
“ your ranks ; difcharge your arrows, and the 
“ day is your own.” At thefe words he placed 
himfelf with Abubeker, on a throne or pulpit 
and inflantly demanded the fuccour of Gabriel 

Ohud, he enliHs a body of thirty (p. lo.), and of 500 (p. 66.) troopers*. 

Yet the Mnfiilmans, in the field of Ohnd> had no more than tw<> 
horfes, according to the better fenfe of Abulfeda (in ¥it. Mohatnm. 
p, xxxi. p. 65*)? In the iS/o/z/ province, the camels were numerons; 
but the horfe appears to have been lefs common than in the Hap^y or 
the Defert Arabia, 

Bedder Hoiineene? twenty miles from Medina, and forty from 
Mecca, is on the high road of the caravan of Egypt ; and the pil» 
grims annually commemorate the prophet’s victory by illuminations,, 
rockets, &c, Shaw’s Travels, p, 477* 

^- 3 "’ The place to which Mahomet retired during the acSIion is fiyled 
by Gagnier (in Abulfeda, c. ay. p, 58. Vie de Mahomet, tom. iL 
p, 30, 33.), Xlmbracuhm, une loge de hots avec tmeporte» The fame 
Arabic word is rendered by Reilke (Annales de MoflemicI Abulfedse, 
p, %$») Solmm» Szigge^m editor ; and the difierence is of the utmoft 
moment for the honour both of the interpreter and of the hero, I am 
forry to obferve the pride and acrimony with which the Reilke chaf- 
tifes his fellow-labourer. Ssepe fic vertit, ut Integra pagiuse nequeant 
nifi una iitura corrigi: Arabice non fatis callebat et carebat judicio 
critico, J, J. Reilke, Frodidagmata ad Hagji Ghalifse Tabula^ p. 
acl calcem Abulfedw Syrise Tabulae Xipfiae^. 1764 4tOi» 
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C HAP. and three thoufand angels. His eye was fixed 
on the field of battle : the Mufulmans fainted and 
were preffed: in that decifive moment the Pro- 
phet darted from his throne, mounted his horfe, 
and caft a handful of land into the air ; “ Let 
“ their faces be covered with confufion.” Both 
armies heard the thunder of his voice; their 
fancy beheld the angelic warriors : tlie Koreifh 
trembled and fied : feventy of the braved were 
dain ; and feventy captives adorned the fird vic- 
tory of the faithful. The dead bodies of the 
Koreifli were defpoiled and infulted ; two of the 
inod obnoxious prifoners were puuifhed with 
death ; and the ranfom of the others, four thou- 
fand drams of diver, compenfated in foine de- 
gree the efcape of the caravan. But it was in 
vain that the camels of Abu Sophian explored 
a new road through the defert and along the 
Euphrates ; they w'ere overtaken by the dili- 
gence of the Mufulmans; and wealthy mud 
have been the prize, if twenty thoufand drams 
could be fet apart for the fifth of the Apodle. 
The refentment of the public and private 
lofs dimulated Abu Sophian to colledl a body 
of three thoufand men, feven hundi-ed of 
whom were armed with cuiraffes, and two 
hundred were mounted on horfeback ; three 
thoufand camels attended his march; and hiswife 

The lodfe expreffions of the Koran (c.3. p. 134, 125. c. 8. 
p. 9.) allow the commentators to fiuauate between the numbers of 
1000, 3000, or 9000 angels ; and the fmalleft of thefe might fuffiqe 
for the flaughter of feventy of the Koreilh (Maracci, Alcoran, tom. ii. 

. P- Yet the fame fcholiafts confefs, that this angelic band was 

not vifible to any mortal eye (Maracci, p.a97.). They refine on the 
wonls (c. 8. 16.), « not thou, but God,” &c. (D’Herbelot, Bibliot. 
Orjentale, p. 600, 601.). 

Henda, 


OF THE ROlVtAN EMPIRE. 


Ilencla, with fifteen matrons of Mecca, incef- C H A P. 
fiintly founded their timbrels to animate the , , 

troops, and to magnify the greatnefs of Hobal, the of 
mofl popular deity of the Caaba, The flandard 
of God and Mahomet was upheld by nine hun- 
dred and fifty believers : the difproportion of 
numbers was not more alarming than in the field 
of Beder ; and their prefumption of vidlory pre- 
vailed againft the divine and human fenfe of the 
Apoftle. The fecond battle was fought on Mount 
Ohud, fix miles to the north of Medina r the 
Koreifli advanced in the form of a crefcent: and 
the right wing of cavalry was led by Caled, the 
fierceft and moft fuccefsful of the Arabian w’'ar- 
riors. The troops of Mahomet were Ikilfully 
pofted on the declivity of the hill ; and their rear 
was guarded by a detachment of fifty archers. 

The weight of their charge impelled and broke 
the centre of the idolaters ; but in the purfuit they 
loft the advantage of their ground: the archers de- 
forted their flation : the Mufulmans were tempted 
by the fpoil, difobeyed their general, and difor- 
dered their ranks. The intrepid Caled, wheeling 
his'cavalry on their flank and rear, exclaimed, Avith 
a loud voice, that Mahomet "was flain. He was 
indeed wounded in the face with a javelin : two 
of his teeth were lhattered with a Hone ; yet, in 
the midft of tumult and difmay, he reproached 
the infidels witli the murder of a Prophet ; and 
blefied the friendly hand that flaunched his 
blood, and conveyed him to a place of fafety. 

Seventy martyrs died for the fins of the people ; 

^ Geography Nubieufis^ p« 47*: 

they. 
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they fell, faid the Apoftle, in pairs, each brother 
embracing his lifelefs companion : their bodies 
were mangled by the inhuman females of Mecca; 
and the wife of Abu Sophian tailed the entrails of 
Hamza, the uncle of Mahomet. They might 
applaud their fuperllition and fatiate their fury; 
but the Mufulmans foon rallied in the field, and 
the Koreifh wanted llrength or courage to under- 
take the fiege of Medina. It was attacked the 
enfuing year by an army of ten thoufand enemies ; 
and this third expedition is varioufly named from 
the tmtions, which marched under the banner of 
Abu Sophian, from the ditch which was drawn 
before the city, and a camp of three thoufand 
Mufulmans. The prudence of Mahomet declined 
a general engagement : the valour of Ali was 
fignalifed in fingle combat; and the war was 
protra6led twenty days, till the final fepara- 
tion of the confederates. A tempell of wind, 
rain, and hail, overturned their tents : the pri- 
vate quarrels were fomented by an infidious 
adverfary ; and the Koreilli, deferted by their 
allies, no longer hoped to fubvert the throne, or to 
check the conquefl;s, of their invincible exile 
The choice of Jerufalem for the firft kebla of 
prayer difcovers the early propenfity of Mahomet 
in favour of the Jews ; and happy would it have 
been for their temporal interell, had they recog- 

In the iiid chapter of the Koran (p. 50—53. with Sale’s Notes), 

tbe Prophet alleges fome poor excufes for the defeat of Ohud« 

For the detail of the three Koreifli wars, of Beder, of Ohud, 
and of the ditch, perufe Albufeda (p. 56 — 61* 64-— 69. 73— 77*), 
Gagnier (tom. ii. p. 33 — 45. 70—96. 130— 139.), with the proper 
articles of D’Herbelot, and the abridgments of Elioacin (Hift. Saracen, 
p. 6, 7.) and Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 103.). 

nifed. 
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nifed, in the Arabian prophet, the hope of Ifrael c H A P. 
and the promifed Meffiah. Their obftinacy con- , 

verted his friendfhip into implacable hatred, with 
which he purfued that unfortunate people to the 
laft moment of his life; and in the double cha- 
radter of an apoftle and a conqueror, his perfe- 
cution was extended to both worlds’”. The 
Kainoka dwelt at Medina under the protedlion 
of the city : he feized the occafion of an acci- 
dental tumult, and fummoned them to embrace 
his religion,, or contend with him in battle. 

Alas,” replied the trembling Jews, “ we are 
ignorant of the ufe of arms, but we perfevere 
“ in the faith and worfliip of our fatljE^ ; why 
“ wilt thou reduce us to the neceffity of a juft de- 
“ fence ?” The unequal confli6b was terminated 
in fifteen days ; and it was with extreme reluc- 
tance that Mahomet yielded to the importunity of 
his allies, and confented to Ipare the lives of the 
captives. But their riches were confifcated, their 
arms became more eftedluai in the hands of the 
Mufulmans; and a wretched colony of feven hun- 
dred exiles was driven with their wives and chil- 
dren to implore a refuge on the confines of Syria. 

The Nadhirites were more guilty, fince they con- 
fpired in a friendly interview to affaffinate the 
Prophet. He befieged their eaftle three miles 
from Medina, but their refolute defence obtained 
an honourable capitulation; and the garrifon, 
founding their trumpets and beating their drums. 

The wars of Mahomet againfl the Jewiih tribes^ of Kainoka? 
the Nadhirites? ICoraidha? and Chaibar? are related by Abulfeda 
(p. 61. 71. 77. 87s and Gagnier 


was 
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was permitted to depart with the honours of wai'- 
The Jews had excited and joined the war of the 
Koreifh : no fooner had the nations retired from 
the difcA, than Mahomet, without laying afide 
his armour, marched on the lame day to extirpate 
the hollile race of the children of Koraidha. 
After a refillance of twenty-five days, they fur- 
rendered at diferetion. They trailed to the inter- 
ceffion of their old allies, of Medina: they could 
not be ignorant that fanaticifm obliterates the 
feelings ofhumanity. A venerable elder, to whofe 
judgment they appealed, pronounced the fen- 
tence of their death : feven hundred Jews were 
dragged in chains to the market-place of the city: 
they defeended alive into the grave prepared 
for their execution and burial ; and the Apoftle 
beheld with an inflexible eye the llaughter of 
his helplefs enemies. Their llreep and camels 
were inherited by the Mufuhnans: three hun- 
dred cuiralTes, five hundred pikes, a thoufand 
lances, compofed the moll ufeful portion of the 
Ipoil. Six days journey to the north-eaft of 
Medina, the ancient and wealthy town of Chaibar, 
was the feat of the Jewifli power in Arabia ; the 
territory, a fertile fpot in the defert, was covered 
with plantations and cattle, and prote6led by 
eight caftles, fome of which were elleemed of im- 
pregnable llrength. The forces of Mahomet con- 
fifted of two hundred horfe and fourteen hundred 
foot : in the fucceffion of eight regular and pain- 
ful fieges they were expofed to danger, and 
fatigue, and hunger ; and the mod undaunted 
chiefs defpaired of the event. The apoftle revived 
their faith and courage by the example of All, on 

whom 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


3®S 

whom he beftowed the furname of the Lion of c ii A P. 
God: perhaps we may believe that an Hebrew , , 

champion of gigantic ftature was cloven to the 
chell by his iri'efillabie fcymetarj but we can- 
not praife the modelty of rom§pce, which repre- 
fents him as tearing from its hinges the gate of a 
fortrefs, and wielding the ponderous buchler in 
his left hand After the I’edufition of tiie 
caftles, the town of Chaibar fubrnitted to the 
yoke. The chief of the tribe was tortured, in 
the prefence of Mahomet, to force a confeflSpn 
of his hidden treafure ; the induftry of the 
Ihepherds and hufbandmen was rewarded with a 
precarious toleration : they were permitted, fo 
long as it lliould pleafe the conqueror, to im- 
prov^e their patrimony, in equal fliares, foi' his 
emolument and their own, Under the reign of 
Omar, the Jews of Chaibar were tranfplanted to 
Syria; and the caliph alleged the injundtion of 
his dying mafter, that one and the true religion 
Ihould be profeffed in his native land of Arabia 

Five times each day the eyes of Mahomet Submiffion 
were turned towards Mecca and he was 

■ ■ A, D. 62 ^^., 

Abu Rafcj tlie fervant of Maliomet, is faid to affirm tliat he 
liimfelfj and feven other men, afterwards tried, without fiiccefs, to 
move the fame gate from the ground (Abulfeda, ,p. 90.)* Abu Rafe 
was an eye-witnefs, but who will be witnefi for Abu Rafe ? 

The baniihment of the Jews is attefted by Elmacin (HiR, 
racen. p» 9.) and the great A 1 Zabari (Gagnier, tom. ii. 

Yet Niebuhr (Defcriplion de FArabie, p. 3:^4.) believes that the JewHh 
religion, and Kareite fed', are ftill profeifed by the tribe of Chaibar; 
and that' in the plunder of . the caravans, the difciples of Mofes are the; 
confederates of thofe of Mahomet. / , 

The fueceffive Reps of the redudion of Mecca are related by' 

Abulfeda (p..84”-8,7.;97~roo.; and .Gagnier (tom. ; 

p. a-09 — 245. 309— 322- tom. iii. p. 1—58.}, Elmacin (Hiij:. Saracen*' . 
p. 8, 9, 10.), Abulpharagms"'(Dyna,ft. p. 

:To,L* 1 ^. ■ ' jc' ' . prgecl ' ' 
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CHAP, urged by the raoft facred and powerful motives 
^ to revifit, as a conqueror, the city and temple 
from whence he had been fdriven as an exile. 
The Caaba was prefent to his waking and lleep- 
ing fancy : an idle dream was tranflated into 
vifion and prophecy : he unfurled the holy ban- 
ner ; and a rafli promife of fuccefs too haftily 
dropped from the lips of the apoftle. His marcb 
from Medina to Mecca displayed the peaceful 
and folemn pomp of a pilgrimage: feventy 
camels chofen and bedecked for facrifice, pre- 
cededthe van: the facred territory was refpefiledj 
and the captives were difmiffed without ranfom 
to proclaim his clemency and devotioni But no 
fooner did Mahomet defcend into the plain, 
within a day’s journey of the city, than he ex- 
claimed, ‘‘ they have clothed themfelves with the 
“ Ikins of tygers:” the numbers and refolution 
of the Koreilb oppofed his progrefs ; and the 
roving Arabs of the defert might defert or betray 
a leader whom they had followed for the hopes 
of fpoil. The intrepid fanatic funk into a cool 
and cautious politician : he waved in the treaty 
his title of apoftle of God, concluded with 
the Koreilh and their allies a truce of ten yedrs, 
engaged to reftore the fugitives of Mecca who 
ihould embrace his religion, and ftipulated only, 
for the enfuing year, the humble privilege of en- 
tering the city as a friend, and of I’emaining 
three days to accomplilh the rites of the pil- 
grimage. A cloud of lhame and forrow hung on 
the retreat of the Mufulmans, and their difap- 
pointment might juftly accufe the failure of a 

prophet 
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prophet who had fb often appealed to the evi- 
dence of fuccefs. The fiiith and hope of the 
pilgrims were rekindled by the profpedt of 
Mecca : their fwords were flieathed : feven times 
in the footfteps of the apoflle they encompafled 
the Caaba : the Koreilh had retired to the hills ; 
and Mahomet, after the cuflomary facrifice, eva- 
cuated the city on the fourth day. The people 
was edified by his devotion : the hoftile chiefs 
weie awed, or divided, or feduced; and both 
aled and Amrou, the future conquerors of 
byna and Egypt, moft feafonably deferted the 
linking caufe of idolatry. The power of Maho- 
met was increafed by the fubmiflion of the Ara- 
bian tribes ; ten thoufimd foldiers were alTembled 
for the conqueft of Mecca; and the idolaters, the 
weaker party, were eafily conviaed of violatino- 

the truce. Enthufiafmanddifcipline impelled the 

march, and preferved the fecret, till the blaze of 
^n thoufand fires proclaimed to the aftonilhed 
Koreilh the defign, the approach, and the irre- 
liftible force of the enemy. The haughty Abu 
Sophianprefented the keys of the city, admired 
the variety of arms and enfigns that paffed before 
him in review: obferved that thefon of Abdallah 
had acquired a mighty kingdom, and confelTed, 
under the fcymetar of Omar, that he was the 
apoflle of the true God. The return of Marius 
and Sylla was llained with the blood of the Ho- 
mans : the revenge of Mahomet was ftimulated 
by religious zeal, and his injured followers were 
eager to execute or to prevent the order of a maf- 
facre. Inftead of in dulging their palTpsns and his 
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own*’% the victorious exile forgave the guilt, 
and united the factions, of Mecca. His troops, 
in three divifions, marched into the city : eight- 
and-twenty of the inhabitants were flain by the 
fword of Caled: eleven men and fix women were 
profcribed by the fentence of Mahomet ; but he 
blamed the cruelty of his lieutenant ; and feveral 
of the moft obnoxious victims were indebted for 
their lives to his clemency or contempt. The 
chiefs of the Koreifli were prollrate at his feet. 

What mercy can you expeCl from the man 
*' whom you have wronged ?” We confide in 
“ the generofity of our kinfman.” “ And you 
“ fhail not confide in vain : begone ! you are 
“ fafe, you are free.” The people of Mecca 
deferved their pardon by the profeflion of Iflam ; 
and after an exile of feven years, the fugitive 
miffionary was enthroned as the prince and pro- 
phet of his native country But the three 
hundred and fixty idols of the Caaba were ig- 
nominioufly broken : the houfe of God was puri- 
fied and adorned : as an example to future times, 
the apoflle again fulfilled the duties of a pil- 
grita I and a. perpetual law was enaCted that no 

After the conquefi: ©f Mecca? the Mahomet of Voltaire imagines 
and perpetrates the moft horrid crimes. The poet confelles? that he 
is not fupported by the tenth of hiftory, and can only allege, que celui 
qui fait, k guerre --a; fa ;patrie au' nom de Dleu, ,eft capable de tout 
(Oeuvres de Voltaire, tom.xv. p. The maxim is neither cha- 

ritable nor philofophic ; and fome reverence is furely due to the fame 
■ of. heroes and the religion of nations. -.1 am .informed that a. Turkifli 
ambalTador at Paris was much fcandalized at the reprefentation of this 
tragedy. '' 

.. , The Mahometan doiftors ftill dilpute, w^hether Mecca was re- 
duced by force or conient (Abulfeda, p. 107. et Gagnier ad locum ) ; 
and tliis verbal controverfy is of as much moment as our own about 
William the Conqiwror* 


imbe- 
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mibeliever fliould dare to fet his foot on the ter- c H A P. 
ritory of the holy city , 

The conqueft of Mecca determined|the faith Gonqueft 
and obedience of the Arabian tribes''*^; who ac- 
cording to the viciffitudes of fortune had obeyed 6i9”6*3». 
or difregarded the eloquence or the arms of the 
prophet. Indifference for rites and opinions 
ftili marks the charadler of the Bedoweens j 
and they might accept, as loofely as they hold, 
the doftrine of the Koran. Yet an obftinate 
remnant ftill adhered to the religion and liberty 
of their anceftors, and the war of Honain derived 
a proper appellation from the idols, whom Ma- 
homet had vowed to deflroy, and whom the 
confederates of Tayef had fworn to defend 
Four thoufand Pagans advanced with fecrecy 
and fpeed to furprife the conqueror : they pitied 
and defpifed the fupine negligence of the Ko- 
reifh, but they depended on the wifhes, and per- 
haps the aid, of a people who had fo lately re- 
nounced their gods, and bowed beneath the 
yoke of their enemy. The banners of Medina 
and Mecca were difplayed by the prophet : a 


In excluding the Chriftians from the peninfula of Arabia, the pro- 
vince of Hejaz, or the navigation of the Red Sea, Chardin (Voyages eii 
Perfes, tom.iv. p. 166.) and Reland (DifTert. MifcelL tom. iii. p.51.) 
are more rigid than the Muflulmans themfelves. The Cliriftiaiis are 
received without fcriiple into the ports of Mocha, and even of Gedda, 
and it is. only the' city and precinds of Mecca that are inacceffible to 
the profane (Niebuhr, Befcriptlon de FArabie, p. 308, 309. Voyage . 
en Arable, tom, L p. 205, 34S? &c,). 

Abulfeda, p.iia — 115. , Gagnier, tom. Hi. p.67 — 8S,DTlerbe« 
lot, Mohammed. 

The liege of Tayef, divHionof the fpoil, 3 cc. are related by Abul- 
feda (p. 117—1^3,) and Gagnier, tom. Hi. p. 88— -iii.). , It is A! 

Jannabi, who m,entions the engines and engineers of the tribe of Baws«' 
The fertile fpot 'of Tayef was fnppofed to be a .piece of the land of 
Syria detached and dropped in the general deluge. 

X 3 


crowd 
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c I^A p. crowd of Bedoweens increafed the ftrength or 
numbers of the aimy, and twelve thoufand Mu- 
fulmans entertained a raih and linful prefump- 
tion of their invincible ftrengtb. Theydefcend- 
ed without precaution into the valley of Honain ; 

the heights had been occupied by the archers 

and dingers of the confederates; their numbers 
were oppreffed, their difcipline was confounded, 

their courage w^as appalled, and the Koreifli 
fmiled at their impending deftrudtion. The 
prophet, on his white mule", was encompaffed by 
the enemies : he attempted to rufh againft their 
Ipears in fearch of a glorious death : ten of his 
faithful companions interpofed their weapons 
and their breads ; three of thefe fell dead at his 
feet: “O my brethren,” he repeatedly cried 
with forrow and indignation, “ l am the fon of 
“ Abdallah, I am the apollle of truth ! O man 
“ ftand fall in the faith ! O God fend down 
“ thyfuccour!” His uncle Abbas, who, like 
the heroes of Homer, excelled in the loudnefs 
of his voice, made the valley refound with the 
recital of the gifts and promifes of God: the 
flying Modems returned from all fides to the 

holy ftandard; and Mahomet obferved with plea- 
fure, that the furnace was again rekindled : his 

conduft and example reflored the battle, and 
he animated his viiStorious troops to inflidt a 
mercilefs revenge on the authors of their fliame. 
From the field of Honain, he marched wdthout 
delay to the liege of Tayef, fixty miles to the 

fouth-eaftofMecca, afortrefs of flrength, whofe 

fertile lands produce the fruits of Syria in the 
midfl of the Arabian defert. A friendly tribe, 

inftru<a;ed 
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inftru6led (I know not how) in the art of lieges, c 
fupplied him with a train of battering rams and 
military engines, with a body of five hundred 
artificers. But it was in vain that he offered free- 
dom to the Haves of Tayef ; that he violated his 
own laws by the extirpation of the fruit-trees ; 
that the ground was opened by the miners ; that 
the breach was alfaulted by the troops. After 
allege of twenty days, the prophet founded a 
retreat, but he retreated with a fong of devout 
triumph, and alfe6led to pray for the repentance 
and fafety of the unbelieving city. The fpoil 
of this fortunate expedition amounted to fix 
thoufand captives, twenty-four thoufand camels, 
forty thoufand llieep, and four thoufand ounces 
of filver : a tribe who had fought at Honain, 
redeemed their prifbners by the ikcrifice of 
their idols ; but Mahomet corapenialed the 
lofs, by refigning to the foldiers his fifth of the 
plunder, and wilhed, for their fake, that he pof- 
felfed as many head of cattle as there w'ere 
trees in the province of Tehama. Inftead of 
chaftiling the difiiffeetion of the Koreilh, he en- 
deavoured to cut out their tongues (his own 
expreffion), and to fecure their attachment by 
a fuperior meafure of liberality : Abu Sophian 
alone was prefented with three hundred camels 
• and twenty ounces of filver ; and Mecca was 
; fincerely converted to the profitable religion of 
the Koran. 

T\\& fugitives and atailiaries complained, that 
they who had borne the burthen were negleSed 
in the feafon of vi6tory. “ Alas,” replied their 
artful leader, “fulFer me to conciliate thefe recent 

X 4 ' . « enemieSjj 


311 

HAP. 

L, 


if 3 


Tfm^iftCLtNE AND fall 


CHAP. ene,inie!s, thofe doubtful profelytes, by the gift 
“ of forme perifliable goods. To your guard I 
etitruft my life and fortunes. You are the 
“ companions of my exile, of my Idngdom, of 
“ my paradife.” He was followed by the de- 
puties of Tayef, who dreaded the repetition of 
a fiegGi Giant us, O apoftle of God ! a truce 
“ of three years, with the toleration of our an- 
“ cient worfliip.” “ Not a month, not an 
“ hour,” “ Excufe us at lead from the obliga- 
“ tion of prayer.” “ Without prayer, religion 
“is of no avail.” They fubmitted in filenee: 
their temples were deinoliflied, and the fame 
fentence Of deftfuaion was executed on all the 
idols of Arabia. His lieutenants, on the fhores 
Ited Sea, the Ocean and the Gulf of JPerfia, 
were fainted by the acclamations of a faithful 
people 5 and the ambaffadors who knelt before 
the thione of Medina, were as numerous (fays 
the Arabian proverb) as the dates that fall from 
the maturity of a palm tree. The nation fub- 
mitted to the god and the fceptre of Mahomet-: 
the opprobrious name of tribute was abolifhed: 
thefpontaneous or reluaant oblations of alms and 
tithes were applied to the fervice of religion ; and 
one hundred and fourteen thoufand Modems ac- 
companied the laft pilgrimage of the apoftle 
When Heraclius returned in triumph from the 
™ ^toWned, at Emefa, one of 
^^gaini the ambaiiadors of Mahomet^ who' invited the 

nations Of the earth to the profeffion 

A °f Mahomet are .ontalned in 

P- 119— 219.). Elmacin, 
^.10, XI.). Abulpharagms (p, 103.). The ixth of the Herira was 

ad Abulfed. p. ill.}. 


Firft war 
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of Iflam, On this foundation the zeal of the ch A*. 
Arabians has fuppofed the fecret converfion of 
the Chriftian eniperor : the vanity of the Greeks 
I has feigned a perfonal vifit to the prince of Me- 

dina, who accepted froift the royal bounty a rich 
domain, and a fecure retreat in the province of 
Syria'^^ But the friendlhip of Heraclius and 
f Mahomet was of fliort continuance : the new 

! religion had inflamed rather than affuaged the 

rapacious fpirit of the Saracens ; and the murder 
of an envoy afibrded a decent pretence for in- 
vading, with three thoufand foldiers, the teri’itory . 
of Palefline, that extends to the eaftward of the 
Jordan. The holy banner was entrulled to Zeid; 
and fuch was the difcipline or enthufiafm of the 
rifing fe6l, that the nobleft chiefs ferved without 
reluctance under the Have of the prophet. On 
the event of his deceafe, Jaafar and Abdallah 
were fuccefflvely fubftituted to the command 5 
and if the three fhould perilh in the war, the 
troops were authorifed to eleCt their general. 

The three leaders were flain in the battle of 
Muta^'*®, the firft military aClion which tried the 
valor of the Moflems againft a foreign enemy. 

Zeid fell, like a foldiei’, in the forem oft ranks : 
the death of Jaafar was heroic and memorable : 
he loft his right-hand : he fhifted the flandard to 
his left : the left was fevered from his body : he 
I embraced the llandard with his bleeding flumps, 

; • Compare tlie bigotted AiJannaM (apud Gagnier, tom. ft 

— 255.) witli the no lefs bigotted Greeks, Theophaiies (p. 276— 278*], 

; Zonaras, (tomdL l.xiv» p. 86.), and Cedrenus (p.4ai,). 

" For the battle of Muta, and its confequences, fee Abulfeda 

(p.ico— 102.) and Gaghier (tom.ii. p*327---343*> K:<»Ae^o? (fays 

Theophanes) hv tb ' ' 

till . 
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till he was transfixed to the ground with fifty 
honourable wounds. “ Advance,” ci’ied Ab- 
dallah, who ftepped into the vacant place, “ ad- 
vance with confidence : either vi6lory or para- 
“ dife is our own.” The lance of a Roman 
decided the alternative ; but the falling flandard 
was refcued by Caled, the profelyte of Mecca : 
nine fwords were broken in his hand; and 
his valour withftood and repulfed the fuperior 
numbers of the Chriftians. In the no6turnal 
council of the camp he was chofen to command : 
his fkilful evolutions of the enfuing day fecured 
either the vi6lory or the retreat of the Saracens ; 
and Caled is renowned among his brethren and 
his enemies by the glorious appellation of the 
Sword of God. In the pulpit, Mahomet de- 
fcribed, with prophetic rapture, the crowns of 
the bleffed martyrs ; but in private he betrayed 
the feelings of human nature : he wns furprifed 
as he wept over the daughter of Zeid : “ What 
do I fee ?” faid the aftonifhed votary. “ You 
“ fee,” replied the apoftle, “ a friend who is de- 
ploring the lofs of his moft faithful friend.” 
After the conqueft of Mecca the fovereign of 
Arabia aflPefited to prevent the hoftile prepa- 
rations of Heraclius ; and folemnly proclaimed 
war againft the Romans, without attempting to 
dilguife the hardfhips and dangers of the enter- 
prife'^^ The Moflems were difcouraged : they 
alleged the want of money, or horfes, or pro- 

Tlie expedition of Tabuc is recorded by our ordinary biftorians* 
Abuifeda (Vit. Mobam.p. 15^3—12^7.) and Gagnier (Vie de Mahomet® 
tom.iii, p.147- — 163.): but we have the advantage of appealing to the 
originai evidence of £he Koran (c, 9. p, 154, 265.)® with Sale’s learned 
ana rational notes. 

vifions; 
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vifions; thefeafon of harveft, and the intolerable c 
heat of the fummer: “Hell is much hotter,” ^ 
faid the indignant prophet. He difdained to 
compel their fervice ; but on his return he ad- 
moniihed the moft guilty, by an excommuni- 
cation of fifty days. Their defertion enhanced 
the merit of Abubeker, Othman, and the faith- 
ful companions who devoted their lives and for- 
tunes ; and Mahomet difplayed his banner at the 
head of ten thoufand horfe and twenty thoufand 
foot. Painful indeed was the diftrefs of the 
march : laffitude aiid thirfl were aggravated by 
the fcorching and peftilential winds of the defert : 
ten men rode by turns on the fame camel ; and 
they were reduced to the lliameful necelTity of 
drinking the water from the belly of that ufeful 
animal. In the midway, ten days journey from 
Medina and Damafcus, they repofed near the 
grove and fountain of Tabuc. Beyond that 
place, Mahomet declined the profecution of the 
war : he declared himfelf latisfied with the peace- 
ful intentions, he was more probably daunted by 
the martial array of the Emperor of the Eaft. 
But the active and intrepid Caled ipread around 
the terror of his name ; and the prophet re- 
ceived the fubmiffion of the tribes and cities, 
from the Euphrates to Ailah, at the head of the 
Bed Sea. To his Chriftian fubje<5ls, Mahomet 
readily granted the fecurity of their perfons, the 
freedom of their trade, the property of their 
goods, and the toleration of their worlhip"*®. The 

weak- 

The Diploma feciiritatis Aiknjibus, is attefted by Ahmed Ben 
Jofeph, and the author Libri (Gagaier. Not. ad Abulfe- 
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CHAP, weaknefs of their Arabian brethren had reftrained 
, , them from oppofing his ambition : the difciples 

of Jefus were endeared to the enemy of the Jews ; 
and it was the intereft of a conqueror to propole 
a fair capitulation to the moll powerful religion 
of the earth. 

Death of Till the age of fixty-three years, the llrength of 
M^omet, jVJahomet was equal to the temporal and Ipiritual 
June fatigues of his million. His epileptic fits, an ab- 
furd calumny of the Greeks, would be an obje6l 
of pity rather than abhorrence ; but he ferioufly 
believed that he was poifoned at Chaibar by the 
revenge ofaJewilh female '5°. During four years, 


5 but. AbiiHeda- himfelf, as well as Elmaciii (Hift. Sara- 
cen. p. II.), tbougli be owns Mahomet’s regard for the Chriftiaii® 
{p.13.), only mentions peace and tribute. In the year 1630, Sionita 
publi&ed at Paris the text and verfion of Mahomet’s patent in favour 
of the Chriftians ; which was admitted and reprobated by the oppofite 
talle of Salmafiiis and Grotius (Bayle, MahOxMET, Rem. AA.}. Het- 
tinger doubts of its authenticity (HiR. Orient, p.237.}; I^enaudot urges 
the confent of the Mahometans (Hift. Patriarch. Alex. p. 169.); but 
Mofheim (Hift. Ecclef. p. 244-) Ihews the futility of their opinion, and 
inclines to believe it fpurious. Yet Abulpharagius quotes the ^ im- 
poftor’s treaty with the Neftorian patriarch (xifTeman. Bibliot. Orient, 
tom.ii. p.418.) ; but Abulpharagius was primate of the Jacobites. 

'45 The epilepfy or falling ficknefs of Mahomet, is aiTerted by The- 
ophanes, Zonaras, and the reft of the Greeks ; and is greedily fwal- 
lowed by the grol® bigotry of Hottinger, (Hift. Orient, p. 10, ii.> 
Prideaux (Life of Mahomet, p. 12.), and Maracci, (tom. ii. Alcoran 
p. 762, ^63.). The titles (the mirapped the conjered) of two 
chapters of the Koran (73, 74.)> can hardly be ftrained to fuch an 
interpretation ; the filence, the ignorance of the Mahometan com- 
mentators, is more coticlufive than the moft peremptory denial ; and 
the charitable fide is efpoufed by Ockley (Hift. of the Saracens, tom. i. 
p»3oi.), Gagnier,-(ad Abulfeda, p.9. Vie de Mahomet, tom.i. p. 118.)* 

and Sale (Koran, p. 469— ~4740- 

This poifon(more ignominious fince it was offered as a teft of his 
prophetic knowledge) is frankly confeffed by his zealous votaries, 
(Abulfeda, p. 92.)and AlJannabi (apud Gagnier, tom. ii« p. 2S6— 288.). 
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the health of the prophet declined ; his infirmi- c 
ties increafed ; but his mortal difeafe was a fever 
of four teen days , which deprived him by intervals 

of the ufe of realbn. As foon as he was confcious 
of his danger, he edified his brethren by the hu- 
mility of his virtue or penitence. “ If there be 
‘‘ any man,” faid the apoftle from tlie pulpit, 
whom I have unjuftly fcourged, I lubmit my 
own back to the lath of retaliation. Have I 

“ afperfed the reputation of a Mufulman ? let 
him proclaim tny faults in the face of the con- 
“ gregation. Has anyone been defpoiled of 
“ his goods I the little that I poffefs fhall com- 
“ penfate the principal and the intereft of the 
" debt.” “ Yes,” replied a voice from the 
crowd, “ l am entitled to three drams of filver.” 
Mahomet heard the complaint, fatisfied the de- 
mand, and thanked his creditor for accufing 
him in this world rather than at the day of judg- 
ment. He beheld with temperate firmnefs the 
approach of death; enfranchifed his flaves 
(feventeen men, as they are named, and eleven 
women) ; minutely diredled the order of his fu- 
neral, and moderated the lamentations of his 
weeping friends, on whom he beftowed the be- 
nediaion of peace. Till the third day before 
his death, he regularly performed the funaion 
of 'public prayer: the choice of Abubeker to 
fupply his place, appeared to mark that ancient 
and faithful friend as his fucceffor in the facer- 

dotal and regal office ; but he prudently declined 
the rifk and envy of a more explicit nomination. 
At a moment when his faculties were vifibly' 

impaired. 


HAP. 

L. 
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c H^A p. impaired, he called for pen and ink to write, or 
, — more properly to di6late, a divine book, the 
fum^ and accomplifliment of all his revelations : 
a dilpute arole in the chamber, whether he 
Ihould be allowed to fuperfede the authority of 
the Koran; and the prophet was forced to 

reprove the indecent vehemence of his difciples. 

If the flighteft credit may be afforded to the 
traditions of his wives and companions, he main- 

tained in the bofom of his tkmiTir cfnrl ■fl-HiOi 
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gates of Medina; tlie chiefs were affembied c H A P. 
round their dying mafter. The city, more ef- , 

pecially the houfe, of the prophet was a fcene 
of clamorous forrow or filent delpair : fanaticifm 
alone could fuggeft a ray of hope and confola- 
tion. “ How can he be dead, our witnefs, our 
“ interceffor, our mediator with God ? By God 
“ he is not dead : like Mofes and Jefus he is 
“ wrapt in a holy trance, and Ipeedily will he 
« return to his faithful people.” The evidence 
of fenfe was difregarded ; and Omar, unftieath- 
ing his fcymetar, threatened to ftrike off the 
heads of the infidels, who fliould dare to affirm 
that the prophet was no more. The tumult 
was appeafed by the weight and moderation of 
Abubeker. “ Is it Mahomet,” faid he to Omar 
and the multitude, “ or the God of Mahomet, 
whom you worfliip? The God of Mahomet 
“ iiveth for ever, but the apollle was a mortal 
“ like ourfelves, and according to his own pre- 
“ didtion, he has experienced the common fate 
of mortality.” He was pioufly interred by 
the hands of his neareft kinfman, on the fame 
fpot on which he expired Medina has been 
fan6tified by the death and burial of Mahomet ; 

The Greeks and Latins have invented and propagated the vulgar 
and ridiculous ftory that Mahomet’s iron tomb is fufpended in the air 
at Mecca (cmixcs. Laonicus Chalcocondyles de Rebus 

Turcicis, L iii. p<. 66.)? by the adlion of equal and potent loadflones « 
(Diiflionaire de Bayle? Mahomet, Rem. EE . FF.) Without any phi- 
lofophical enquiries, it may fuffice, that, r. The prophet was not 
buried at Mecca ; and, That his tomb at Medina, which has been 
vifited by millions, is placed on the ground (Reland de Relig. Moham* 

L ii. c. 19. p, ao 9 — Gagnier, (Vie de Mahomet, tom. iii. 

p. 

and 
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CHAP, and the inn^tnaei'afeie pilgrims of Mecca ofleii 
I I turn afide from the way, to bow in voluntary 
devotion before the fimple tomb of the pro- 
phet% 

Ks cha- At the conclufion of the life of Mahomet, it 
rafSer. perhaps be expelled, that I fl>oukl balance 

his faults and virtues, that I Ihoulcl decide whe- 
ther the title of enthufiall or impoftor more pro- 
perly belongs to that extraordinary man. Had 
I been intimately converliint with the fon of 
Abdallah, the talk would dill be dilScult, and 
the fuccefs uncertain : at the diftance of twelve 
centuries, I darkly contemplate his lhade 
through a cloud of religious incenfe; and could 
1 truly delineate the portrait of an hour, the 
fleeting referablance would not equally apply 
to the folitary of Mount Hera, to the pi’eachei’ 
of Mecca, and to the conqueror of Arabia, The 
author of a mighty revolution appears to have 
been endowed with a pious and contemplative 
dilpofition : fo foon as marriage had raifed him 
above the preflure of want, he avoided the 
paths of ambition and avarice; and till the age of 


Al Jannabi enumerates (Vie d? Mahomet, tom, iiL p.3 7»— 391,} 
the multifanous duties of a pilgrim who vifits the tombs of the pro- 
phet and his companions, and the learned cafuift decides, that this 
ad of devotion is ^near^ in obligation and merit to a divine precept. 
The dolors are divided which, of Mecca and Medina, be the moil 
excellent (p. 393c— -394.) , 

The lail licknels, death, and bunal of Mahomet, are deicribed 
by Abulfeda and Gagnier (Vit. Moham. p. 233—143, Vie de 
Mahomet, tom. iii, p. 320* — 37 1,-), The moll: private and intereli- 
Ing circumftances were originally received from Ayeiha, Ali, the fons 
of Abbas, &c. ; and as they dwelt at Medina, and furvived the pro- 
phet many years, they might .repeat, the .pious ids' to a fecondor 
third generation of pilgrims. 

.If . ' / : 
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fortf, he lived with innocence, and would have 
died without a name. The unity of God is an 
idea moft congenial to nature and reafon ; and a 
flight converfation with the Jews and Chriftians 
would teach him to defpife and deteft the idolatry 
of Mecca. It was the duty of a man and a cith 
zen to impart the do6trine of falvation, torefcue 
his country from the dominion of fin and error. 
The energyof a mind incelTantlybent on the fame 
objedt, would convert a general obligation into a 
particular call ; the war m fuggeltions of the un- 
derftanding or the fancy, would be felt as the in- 
fpirations of heaven; the labour of thought would 
expire in rapture and vifion ; and the inward fen- 
fation, the invifible monitor, would be defcribed 
with the form and attributes of an angel of God'^*. 
From enthufiafm to impofture, the ftep is perilous 
and flippery ; the diEraon of Socrates'^s aflbrds a 



*51 The Cliriilians, rafhly enough, have afligned to Mahomet a tame 
pigeon, that teemed to defcend from heaven and whifper in his eaiv 
As this pretended miracle is urged by Grotius (de Veritate Religionis 
Chriftinse), his Arabic tranfiator, the learned Pocock, inquired of him 
the names of his authors ; and Grotius confefied, tliat it is unknown to 
the Mahometans themfelves. Left it fhould provoke their indigna** 
tion and laughter, the pious He is fupprefiedin the Arabic verfion; but 
it has maintained an edifying place in the numerous editions of the 
Latin text (Pocock, Specimen Hift. Arabum, p, 1S6, 187. Reland, de 
Religion. Moliam. l.iL c. 39. p. 259 — 263.}. 

Ew6i OS rkiTo Si'Av iii %‘C'Jao^ (potivn r;? yiyvo^svn n qtol’j ymro^i, 

sen airorps'TSii /xs 6 av 'rparrsiy, ^rpOTpEwn h (Plato, in 

Apolog.Socrat.c. I9.p.i2r,i32. edit. Fifcher.). The familiar examples, 
which Socrates urges in his Dialogue wnth Theages (Platon. Opera, 
tom. i. p. 128, 139. edit. Hen. Stephan.), are beyond the reach of 
human forefight ; and the divine infpiration (the Aonixomy) of the phi- 
lofopher, is clearly taught in the Memorabilia of Xenophon. The ideas 
of the moft rational Platonifts are exprelFed by Gicero (de Divinat. 
i 54.) and in the xivth and x^th Difterations oL Maximus of Tyre 
.(p. 153-— 173. edit, Davis). , ,, . . ... 

,¥OL. IX. T memo- 
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memorable inftancejhow a wife man may deceive 
liimfelf, howa good man may deceive others, how 
the confcience may dumber in a mixed and raid-? 
die ftate between felf-illufion, and voluntary 
fi'aud. Charity may believe that the original 
motives of Mahomet were thofe of pure and 
genuine benevolence ; but a human miffionary is 
incapable of cheriihing the obfliiiate unbelievers 
who reje^l his claims, delpife his arguments, and 
perfecute his life ; he might forgive his perfonal 
adverfaries, he may lawfully hate the enemies of 
God; the Hern paffions of pride and revenge 
were kindled in the bofom of Mahomet, and he 
fighed like the prophet of Nineveh, for the de- 
ftrudlion of the rebels whom he had condemned. 
The injuftice of Mecca, and the choiceof Medina, 
transformed the citizen into a prince, the humble 
preacher into the leader of armies ; but his fword 
was confecrated by the example of the faints ; 
and the fame God who afflicts afinful 'world with 
peftilence and earthquakes, might infpire for 
their converfion or cliaftifement the valour of 
his fervants. In the exercife of political govern- 
ment, he was compelled to abate of the ftern 
rigour of fanaticifm, to comply in fome meafure 
with the prejudices and paffions of his followers, 
and to employ even the vices of mankind as the 
inftruments of their ffilvation. The ufe of fraud 
and perfidy, of cruelty and injuftice, were often 
fubfervient to the: propagation of theiaith ; and 
Mahomet commanded or approved the affaflina- 
tion of the Jews and idolaters who had efcaped 
from the field of battle. By repetition of 

fuch 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

fuch adls, the cbaradter of Mahomet muft have 
been gradually ftained; and the influence of 
tuch pernicious habits would be poorly compen- 
fated by the pradlice of the perfonal and focial 
virtues which are neceflary to maintain the repu- 
tation of a prophet among his fedlaries and 
friends. Of his laft years, ambition was the ruling 
paflTion ; and a politician will fufpea, that he fe- 
cretly fmiled (the viaorious impoflor !) at the en- 
thufiafra of hisyouthj and the credulity of his 
profelytes A philofopher will obferve that 
their cruelty and fuccefs would tend more 
ftrongly to fortify the aflurance of his divine 
miffion, that his intereft and religion were inle- 
paiably conneaed, and that his confcience would 
be foothed by the perfuafion, that he alone was 
abfolved by the Deity from the obligation of 
pofitive and moral laws. If he retained any 
veftige of bis native innocence, the fins of Ma- 
homet may be allowed as an evidence of his fin- 
centy. In the fupport of truth, the arts of fraud 
and fiaion may be deemed lefs criminal ; and he 
would have llarted at the foulnefs of the means 
had he not been latisfied of the importance and 
juftice of the end. Even in a conqueror or a 
prieft, I can furprife a word or aaion of unaffea. 
ed humanity ; and the decree of Mahomet, that 
m the fale of captives, the mothers fiiould 
never be feparated from their childien, may 


_ In fomy p^age of his voluminous writihgs, Voltaire commrp 
Ae prophet, in his old age, to a fekir : « qui detache la chaine de for 
« con pour en donnor fur les oreilles d fes confreres.'' 

■: . .. X 2 : 
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fufpend or moderate the cenfure of the hifto- 
fian'”. . 

The good fenfe of Mahomet'*® defpifed the pomp 
of royalty; the apoftle of God fubmitted to the 
menial offices of the family ; he kindled the fire, 
fwept the floor, milked the ewes,and mended with 
his own hands his fhoes and his woollen garment. 
Difdaining the penance and merit of an hermit, he 
obferved without effort or vanity, the abllemious 
diet of an Arab and a foldier. On folemn occa- 
fions he feafted his companions with ruftic and 
hofpitable plenty ; but in his domeftic life, many 
weeks would elapfe without a fire being kindled 
on the hearth of the prophet. The interdi^ion of 
wine was confirmed by his example : his hunger 
was appeafed with a fpai'ing allowance of barley- 
bread ; he delighted in the tafte of milk and ho- 
ney ; but his ordinary food confilled of dates and 
water. Perfumes and women were the two fenfual 
enjoyments which his nature required, and his re- 
ligion did not forbid ; and Mahomet affirmed, that 
the fervour of his devotion w'as increafed by 
thefe innocent pleafures. The heat of the climate 

' Gagnier relates^ witli tlte fame impartial pen, this humane law o£ 
the prophet, and the murders of Caab, and Sophian, wliich he prompted 
and approved (Vie de Mahomet, tom. ii. p. 69. 97* ao8.}. 

For the domeftic life of Mahomet, confult: Gagnier, and the cor- 
iSefponding chapters of Abulfeda ; for his diet (tom. Hi. p- 285- — 288 .) ; 
his children (p. 189. 289.) ; his wives (p. 390—303.}; his maniage with 
Zeineb (tom. ii.p,i52— 160.) ; his amour with Mary (p.303 — 309.); 
the falfe accufation of Ayelha (p. 186 — 199O* The moft original evi- 
dence of the, three laft tranfa<ftions, is contained in the xxivth, xxxiiid, 
and Ixvith chapters of the Koran, with Salehs Commentary. Prideaux 
(Life of Mahomet, p.8o— 90.} and Maracci (Prodrom. Alcoran, part, ivo 
p. 49— '“59.) have malicioiifly exaggerated the frailties of Mahomet. 

• . 4 inflames 
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inflames the blood of the Arabs; and their libi- HAP 
dinous complexion has been noticed by the . 

writers of antiquity Their incontinence was 

regulated by the civil and religious laws of the 

Koian : their inceftuous alliances were blamed: 
the bouiidlefs licence of polygamy was reduced 
to four legitimate wives or concubines: their 
lights both of bed and of dowry were equitably 
determined: the freedom of divorce was difcou- 

raged, adultery was condemned as a capital of- 
fence; and fornication, in either fex, was punifli- 

ed with an hundred flripes Such were the calm 

and rational precepts of the legiflator : but in his 
private condua, Mahomet indulged the appe- 
tites of a man, and abufed the claims of a pro- 
phet. Afpecial revelation difpenfed him from 
the laws which he had impofed . on his, nation ; 
the female fex^ withoiit referve^ was abaodoned to 
his defires; and this fingular prerogative excited 
the envy, rather than the fcandal, the veneration, 
rather than the envy, of the devout Mufulmans. 

If we lemember the feven hundred wives and 
three hundred concubines of the wife Solomon 
we fiiall applaud the modefty of the Arabian, who His wiv«, 
elpouied no more than feventeen or fifteen wives; 
eleven are enumerated who occupied at Medina 
their feparate apartments round the houfe of the 
apoftle, and enjoyed in their turns the favour of 




jLuiyiiui 


^ Incredibiie eft quo ardore apud ec 
fexus (Ammiaris Marceilin. I. xlv. c. 4.). 

tJu Difcourfe, p, 133-- 137.) has recapitulated 

the laws of yarrwp, divorce, &c. ; and the curious reader of Selden’s 

Uxor Hebraica will recognize many Jewifh ordinances. 


Y 3 


his 




ru ^' decline and fall 


CHAP, his conjugal fociety. What is fingular enough, 
they were all widows, excepting only Ayefha, 
the daughter of Abubeker. She was doubtlefs a 
virgin, fince Mahomet Gonfiimraated his nuptials 
(fuch is the premature ripenefs of the climate) 
when Ihe was only nine years of age. 1 he youth, 
the beauty, the fpirit of Ayeftia, gave her a fu- 
perior afcendant: fhe was beloved and trufted by 
the prophet ; and, after his death, the daughter 
of Abubeker was long revei’ed as the mother of 
the faithful. Her behaviour had been ambigu- 
ous and indifcreet: in a no6turnal march fhe was 
accidentally left behind ; and in the morning 
Ayeftia returned to the camp with a man. The 
temper of Mahomet was inclined to jealoufy ; 
but a divine revelation affured him of her inno- 
cence: he chafl;ifed her accufers, and publifiied 
alaw of domeftic peace, that no woman fliould 
be condemned unlefs four male witnefles had 
feen her in the adt of adultery'"'. In his adven- 
tures with Zeineb, the wife of Zeid, and with 
Mary, an Egyptian captive, the amorous prophet 
forgot the intereft of his reputation. At the houfe 
of Zeid, his freedman and adopted fon, he beheld, 
in a loofe undrefs, the beauty of Zeineb, and 
burft. forth into an ejaculation of devotion and 
defire. The fervile, or grateful, freedman under- 
flood the hint, and yielded without hefitation to 
the love of his benefiuSlor. But as the filial rela- 

In a memorable cafe, the Caliph Omar decided that all preftimp- 
tlve evideiice was -of no ayaii; and that all the four witnefles mull 
have a^ualiy feen in pyxide (Abulfedse^ Annales ' Moliemiei,. 

p. 71. verf» Reiike}* 
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tion had excited fome doubt and fcandal, the 
angel Gabriel defcended from heaven to ratify 
the deed, to annul the adoption, and gently to 
reprove the apoftlefor diftruftingthe indulgence 
of his God. One of his wives, Hafna, the daugh- 
ter of Omar, furprifed him on her own bed, in the 
embraces of his Egyptian captive: lire proraifed 
fecrecy and forgivenefs : he fwore that he would 
renounce the poffeffion of Mary. Both parties 
forgot their engagements; and Gabriel again 
defcended with a chapter of the Koran, to ab- 
folve him from his oath, and to exhort him freely 
to enjoy his captives and concubines, without 
lillening to the clamours of his waves. In a foli- 
tary retreat of thirty days, he laboured, alone 
with Mary, to fulfil the commands of the angel. 
When his love and revenge were fatiated,he fum- 
moned to his prefence his eleven wives, re- 
proached their difobedience and indifcretion, 
and threatened them with a fentence of divorce, 
both in this world and in the next: a dreadful 
fentence, fince thofe who had afcended the bed 
of the prophet were for ever excluded from the 
hope of a fecond marriage. Perhaps the incon- 
tinence of Mahomet maybe palliated by the tra- 
dition of the natural or preternatural gift‘^^; he 


Sibirobur ad generatlonem, quantum triginta viribabent, inelife 
jadlaret : ita ut unica bora poffet undecim fceminis Jatisfacere^ ut ex 
Arabum Hbris refert Stus. Petrus Pafchabus, c. a. (Maracci> Prodro- 
mus Akoraaij p. iv. p. 55* See likewife Obfervations de Belon, Liii, 
c. 10. fol. 1 7 9« redo.) Al Jannabi (Gagnier, tom. iii. p. 487.) records 
bis own tellimonys that be furpaiied all men in conjugal vigour ; and 
Abulfeda mentions the exclamation of Aliy who waflied his body after 
, Ms death, «« O propheta, certe pcenis fuus ccelum verfus eredlus 
(in Vit. Mohammed. p, i4o.3« ' ' 

y 4 united 



four years of their marriage, her youthful hulband 
abftained from the right of polygamy, and the 
pride or tendernefs of the venerable matron was 
never infulted by the fociety of a rival. After her 
death, he placed her in the rank of the four per- 
fe€t women, with the filler of Moles, the mother 
ofJefus,andFatima,tbe bell beloved of hisdaugh- 
ters. Was Ihe not old?” faid Ayelha, with the 
infolence ofa blooming beauty; “ has not God 
“ given you a better in her place?” « No, by 
“ God,”faid Mahomet, with an elFuGon of honell 
gratitude, “ there never can be a better ! llie 
“ believed in me, when men delpiled me : Ihe 
relieved my wants, when I was poor and per- 
fecuted by the world 

In the largell indulgence of polygamy, the 
founder ofa religion and empire might afpire to 
multiply the chances of a numerous pofterityanda 
lineal fucceflion. The hopes of M^ahomet wei'e fa- 
tally dilappointed. The virgin Ayefba, and his ten 

I bon-ow the ftyle of a father of the church 

(Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iii. p. loS.). 

The common and inoft glorious legend includes, in a fingle mVht 
the fifty vi( 5 lones of Hercules over the virgin daughters of Theffim 
(Diodor. Sicuh tom. i. l.iv. p *74. P^ufanias, I. ix. p. 763. Statius 
ButAthenseus allows fe^-en nights (Deipno- 
fopliift. 1x111. p. 556.), and Apollodorus fifty, for this arduous at» 
chievement of Hercules, who was then no more than eighteen years 
pf age (Bibhot. Line. 4. p.iii. cum notis Heyne,part i. p. 332.), 

Abulfeda in Vit. Moham.p. ij, 13. i6, 17, cum notfeGagnier.- 

widows 
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widows of mature age and approved fertility, chap 
were barren in his potent embraces. The four i- ' 
fons of Cadijah died in their infancy. Mary, 
his Egyptian concubine, was endeared to him by 
the birth of Ibrahim. At the end of fifteen 

months the prophet wept over his grave } but 

he fuftained with firmnefs the raillery of his ene- 
mies, and checked the adulation or credulity of 
the Mofleras, by the affurance that an eclipfe of' 
the fun was not occafioned by the death of the 
infant. Cadijah had likewife given him four 
daughters, who were married to the mod faithful 

of his difciples : the three elded died before their 

father; but Fatima, who poffefiTed his confidence 
and love, became the wife of her coufin Ali, and 
the mother of an illudrious progeny. The merit 
and misfortunes of Ali and his defcendants will 
lead me to anticipate, in this place, the feries of 
the Saracen caliphs, a title which defcribes the 

commanders of the faithful as the vicars and 
fuccelTors of the apodle of God 
The birth, the alliance, the chara^er of Ali, Charate 
which exalted him above the red of his country, 

men, might judify his claim to the vacant throne 
of Arabia. The fon of Abu Taleb was, in his own 

right, the chief of the family of Hafliem, ancf the 


'iDiis outline of tlie Arabian biftory is drawn from thp 
A^ue of D’Herbelot (under the names oiAboubecre, Omar 

O?W, ^,&c0; from the Annals of Abulfeda, AbulpharamWand 

EWm under the proper years of the Hesira), and efpecX from 
Ockley’sHiftoiy of the Saracens (vol.i.p.i_io.iir--T!! ' 

Yet~^fh' ahnoft the whole of the fecond volume^ 

Yet we fliould weigh with caution the traditions of the hoffilefeas- a 

ftream which becomes frill more muddy as it flows farther 
fource. Sir John Chardin has too faithfufly copied 
of the modern Perlians (Voyages, tom./p. 

hereditary 
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P. hereditary prince or guardian of the city and 
temple of Mecca. The light of prophecy was 
extindl ; but the huiband of Fatima might ex- 
pert the inheritance and bleffing of her father : 
the Arabs had fometimes been patient of a 
female reign ; and the twograndfons of the pro- 
phet had often been fondled in his lap, and 
fliewn in his pulpit, as the hope of his age, and 
' the chief of the youth of paradife. The iirft of 
the true believers might afpire to march before 
them in this world and in the next; and if fome 
were of a graver and more rigid call, the zeal 
and virtue of Ali were never outftripped by any 
recent profelyte. He united the qualifications of 
a poet, a foldier, and a faint: his wifdom flill 
breathes in a collection of moral and religious 
fayings*®’'; and every antagonifl, in the combats 
of the tongue or of the fword, was fubdued by 
his eloquence and valour. From the £rft hour 
of his miffion to the lafl rites of his funeral, the 
apoftle was never forfaken by a generous friend 
whom he delighted to name his brother, his vice- 
gerent, and the faithful Aaron of a fecond 
Mofes. The fon of Abu Taleb was afterwards 
reproached for negleCting to fecure his intereft by 
a folemn declaration of his right, which would 
have filenced all competition, and fealed his fuc- 
ceffion by the decrees of heaven. But the un- 
fufpe^ing hero confided in himfelf: thejealoufyof 
empire, and perhaps the fear of oppofition, might 

Ockley (at the end of liis fecond volume) has given an EngHfli 
verfion of 169 fentences, which he afcribes, with fome hefitationj to 
AH, the fon of Abu Taleb. His preface is coloured by the enthufiafm 
of a tranllator; yet thefe fentences delineate a chara(5lerili:ic, though 
dark, pidure of human life. 

■ fulpend 
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fufpend the refolutions of Mahomet ; and the bed c H A P. 
of ficknefs was befieged by the artful Ayelha, the ^ ^ 
daughter of Abubeker, and the enemy of Ali. 

The filence and death of the prophet, reftored Reign of 
the liberty of the people; and his companions 
convened an alTembly to deliberate on the choice a.d.63i, 
of his fucceffor. The hereditary claim and lofty 
Ipirit of Ali, were oifenlive to an ariftocracy of 
elders, delirous of bellowing and refuming the 
fceptre by a free and frequent ele6lion: the Ko- 
reifli could never be reconciled to the proud 
pre-eminence of the line of Halhem : the ancient 
difcord of the tribes was rekindled: the yiig?- 
tives of Mecca and the auxiliaries of Medina 
afferted their refpe6live mei’its ; and the rafli 
propofal of chuling two independent caliphs 
would have cruflied in their infancy the religion 
and empire of the Saracens. The tumult was 
appeafed by the difinterelled refolution of Omar, 
who, fuddenly renouncing his own pretenfions, 
itretched forth his hand, and declared himfelf 
the firft fubje6l of the mild and venerable Abu- 
beker. The urgency of the moment, and the 
acquiefcence of the people, might excufe this il- 
legal and precipitate meafure ; but Omar himfelf 
confeffed from the pulpit, that if any Mufulman 
fliould hereafter prefume to anticipate the fuf- 
frage of his -brethren, both the elector and the 
ele6led would be worthy of death After 

Ockley (Hift. of the Saracens, vol. i. p. 6.) from an Arabian MS. 

reprefents Ayellia as adverfe to tlie fubftitution of her father in the 
place of the apoltle. This fa<il:, fo improbable in itfelf, is unnoticed by 
Abu]feda» AI Jannabi, and A1 Bochari, the lafl of whom quotes the 
tradition of Ayeiha lierfelf (Vit* Mohammed, p. 136. Vie de, Mahomet, 
p. a 36 .J« 
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c I^A P. the Ample inauguration of Abubeker, he was 
. j obeyed in Medina, Mecca, and the provinces of 
Arabia : the Haflhemites alone declined the oath 
of fidelity ; and their chief, in his own houfe, 
maintained, above fix months, a fullen and inde- 
pendent referve ; without liflening to the threats 

of Omar, who attempted to confume with fire 
the habitation of the daughter of the apoftle. 
The death of Fatima, and the decline of his 
party, fubdued the indignant fpirit of Ali : 
he condefcended to falute the commander of 
the faithful, accepted his excufe of the neceflity 
of preventing their common enemies, and wifely 
rejefited his courteous offer of abdicating the 
government of the Arabians. After a i-eign of two 
years, the aged caliph was furamoned by the 
angel of death. In his teftament, with the tacit 
approbation of the companions, he bequeathed 

the fceptre to the firm and intrepid virtue of 
Omar. “ I have no occafion,” laid the modell 
candidate, “ for the place.” “ But the place 
Of Omar; “ has occafion for you,” replied Abubeker; 

expired with a fervent prayer, that the 
God of Mahomet would ratify his choice, and 
diredl the Mirfulmans in the way of concord 
and obedience. The prayer was not ineffectual, 
fince Ali himfelf, in a life of privacy and prayer, 
profeffed to revere the fuperior worth and dig- 
nity of his rival ; who comforted him for the lofs 
of empire, by the moll flattering marks of con- 
fidence and efteem. In the twelfth year of his 

reign, Omar received a mortal wound from the 
hand of an affaffin : he rejedted with equal impar- 
tiality the names of his Ton and of Ali, refufed to 
■ load 
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load his confcience with the fins of his fucceifor, 
and devolved on fix of the moft refpe6lable 
companions, the arduous talk of elefiting a com- 
mander of the faithful. On this occafion, Ali 
was again blamed by his friends'®^ for fubraitting 
his right to the judgment of men, for recognifing 
their jurifdidlion by accepting a place among the 
fix ele6tors. He might have obtained their fuf- 
frage, had he deigned to promife a ftridl and fer- 
vile conformity, not only to the Koran and tra- 
dition, but likewife to the determinations of two 
Jeniors''°. With thefe limitations, 0th man, the 
fecretary of Mahomet, accepted the government ; 
nor was it till after the third caliph, twenty- 
four years after the death of the prophet, that 
Ali was invelled, by the popular choice, with the 
regal and facerdotal office. The manners of the 
Arabians retained their primitive fimplicity, and 
the fon ctf Abu Taleb defpifed the pomp and 
vanity of this world, At the hour of prayer, he 
repaired to the mofch of Medina, clothed in a 
thin cotton gown, a coarfe turban on his head, 
his flippers in one hand, and his bow in the other, 
inftead of a walking llalf. The companions of 
the prophet and the chiefs of the tribes faluted 

Particularly by his friend and coufin Abdallah, the fon of Abbas, 
who died A.D. 687, with the title of grand doctor of the Moflems. 
In Abuifeda he recapitulated the important occafions in which AH had 
negletSled his falutary advice (p. 76. verf. Reitke); and concludes 
(p. 85«). O princeps fidelium, abfque controverfia tu quidem vere fortis 
es, at inops boni confilii, et rerum gerendarum panim callens. 

I fofped that the two feniors (Abulpharagiusj p.115. Ockley, 
tom. L p.371. ) may fignify not two a< 5 lual but his 'two pre^' 

deceHprs, Abubeker and Omar* ' ■ : ’ 

*' their 
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CHAP, their new fovereign, and gave him their right 
. , hands as a fign of fealty and allegiance. 

Difcordof The mlfchiefs that flow from the contefls of 
*dP?* ambition are ufually confined to the times and 
fians. countries in which they have been agitated. But 
the religious difcord of the friends and enemies of 
Ali has been renewed in every age of the Hegira, 
and is ftill maintained in the immortal hatred 
of the Perfians and Turks' V The former, who 
are branded with the appellation of Shiites or 
fedlaries, have enriched the Mahometan creed 
with a new article of faith ; and if Mahomet be 
the apoflle, his companion Ali is the vicar, of 
God. In their private converfe, in their public 
worfhip, they bitterly execrate the three ufurpers 
who intercepted his in defeafible right to the dig- 
nity of Imam and Caliph ; and the name of 
Omar expreffes in their tongue the perfe6l ac- 
complifhment of wickednefs and impiety 
The Sonnites, who are fupported by the general 
confent and orthodox ti’adition of the Muful- 
mans, entertain a more impartial, or at leaft 
a more decent, opinion. They reipedl the 
memory of Abubeker, Omar, Othman, and Ali, 

The fcliifm of the Perfians iis explained by all our travellers of 
the lafl century, efpeGiaily in the iid and ivth volumes of their mailer, 
Chardin. Niebuhr, though of inferior merit, has the advantage of wri- 
ting fo late as the year 1764 (Voyages en Arabic, &c. tom. ii. p. soS-— 
333.^ lince the ineffedkial attempt of Nadir Shah to change the religion 
«?£ the nation (fee his Perfian Hiftory tranflated into French by Sir Wil- 
liam Jones;. tom. ii. p.5, 6. 47, 48. 144-— 155.}. 

Omar is the name of the devil ; his murderer is a faint. When 
the* Periians Ihoot with the bow, they frequently cr}r, May this arrow 
■ ^ go tO' theheart of Om^ 1” (Voyages. de Chardin, tom* ii* p.aaq® 

359, acc.}. . ' 

15 the 
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tire holy and legitimate fucceffors of the prophet, c 
But they affign the laft and raoft humble place to 
the hufband of Fatima, in the perfuafion that the ^ 
order of fucceffion was determined by the degrees 
of fanftity'^^. An hiftorian who balances the 
four caliphs with a hand unlhalcen by fuperfti- 
tion, will calmly pronounce, that their manners 
were alike pure and exemplary; that their zeal 
was fervent, and probably fincere ; and that, in 
the midft of riches and power, their lives were 
devoted to the praaice of moral and religious 
duties. But the public virtues of Abubeker and 
Omar, the prudence ofthehrft, the feverity of 
the fecond, maintained the peace and profperity 
of their reigns. The feeble temper and declin- 
ing age of Othman were incapable of fuftaining 
the weight of conqueft and empire. He chofe"^ 
and he was deceived ; he truiled, and he was 
betrayed : the moft deferving of the faithful be- 
came ufelefs or hoftile to his government, and 
his lavifh bounty was prodiuaive only of ingra- 
titude and difcontent. The fpirit of^difcord 
went forth in the provinces, their deputies affem- 
bled at Medina, and the Charegites, the def 
perate fanatics who difclaimed the yoke of fubor- 
dination and reafon, w'ere confounded among the 
free-boin Arabs, who demanded the redrefs of 
their wrongs and the punilhment of their oppref- 


K of merit is diftm<aiy marked in a creed illuftrated 

by Reland (de Relig. Mohamm. 1. 1. p. 3 7.) : and a Sonnite aigument 
mferted by Oddey (Hift. of the Saracens, tom. ii. p.aro ). The prac- 
tice rfcurfmg the memory of AH was abolifted, after forty yeM,by 
the Ommiades themfelves (D’Herbelot, p.690.} . and th 4 e are few 
among the Turks who prefume to reyile him as an infidel (Voyages 
de Chardm, tom.iy.p.46.). ' ^ e 
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^ Cufa, from Baffora, from Egypt, 

from the tribes of the defert, they rofe in arms, 
encamped about a league from Medina, and dif- 
patchedan haughty mandate to their fovereign, 
requiring him to execute juftice, or to defcend 
from the throne. His repentance began to dif- 
arm and difperfe the infurgents ; but their fury 
was rekindled by the arts of his enemies ; and 
the forgery of a perfidious fecretary was contrived 
to blaft his reputation and precipitate his fall. The 
caliph had loft the only guard of his predeceffors, 
the efteem and confidence of the Moflems: 
during a fiege of fix weeks his water and provi- 
fions were intercepted, and the feeble gates of 
the palace were protected only by the fcruples of 
the more timorous rebels. Forfaken by thofe 
who had abufed his fiinplicity, the helplefs and 
venerable caliph expedled the approach of 
death; the brother of Ayefiia marched at the 
Death of head of the aflTaffins ; and Othman, with the Koran 

pierced with a multitude of 
Jaae’iS.' wounds. A tumultuous anarchy of five days 
was appeafed by the inauguration of Ali : his 
refufal would have provoked a general raalTacre. 
In this painful fituation he fupported the becom- 
ing pride of the chief of the Hafhemites j de- 
clared that he had rather ferve than reign : re- 
buked the prefumption of the ftrangers 5 and re- 
quired the formal, if not the voluntary, alfent of 
the chiefs of the nation. Hehasnever been ac- 
cufed of prompting the afiaffin of Omar ; though 
Perfia indifcreetly celebrates the feftival of that 
holy martyr. The quarrel between Othman and 

his 
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his fubje6l:s was affuaged by the early mediation c H A P. 
of Ali; and Haflan, the eldeft of his fons, was , 
infulted and wounded in the defence of the 
caliph. Yet it is doubtful whether the father of 
Halfan was flrenuous and fincere in his oppo- 
fition to the rebels; and it is certain that he 
enjoyed the benefit of their crime. The temp- 
tation was indeed of fueh magnitude as might 
dagger and corrupt the mod obdurate virtue. 

The ambitious candidate no longer alpired to 
the barren fceptre of Arabia: the Saracens had 
been vifitorious in the Ead and Wed ; and the 
wealthy kingdoms of Perfia, Syria, and Egypt, 
were the patrimony of the commander of the 
faithful. 

A life of prayer and contemplation had not Reign of 
chilled the martial a6livity of Ali ; but in a ma- 
ture age, after a long experience of mankind, he 
dill betrayed in his condu6l the radinefs and in- 
difcretion of youth. In the fird days of his reign, 
he negledled to fecure, either by gifts or fetters, 
the doubtful allegiance of Telha and Zobeir, two 
of the mod powerful of the Arabian chiefs. 

They efcaped from Medina to Mecca, and from 
thence to BafiTora; ere6led the dandard of re- 
volt ; and ufurped the government of Irak, or 
Affyria, which they had vainly folicited as the 
reward of their fervices. The malk of patriotifm 
is allowed to cover the mod glaring inconfiden- 
cies ; and the enemies, perhaps the alTaffins, of 
Othman now demanded vengeance for his blood. 

They were accompanied in their flight by Ay eflia, 
the widow of the prophet, who cherillied, to the 
lad hour of her life, an implacable hatred againd 

VOL. IX, z the 
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A P. the huflMuad and the pofterity of Fatima. The 

‘ , moft reofonahle Moflems were fcandalifecl, that 

the mother of the faithful lliould expofe in a camp 
her perlbn and charadter ; but the fuperftitious 
crowd was confident that her prefence would 
fandlify the juftice, and afflire the fuccefs, of their 
caufe. At the head of twenty thoufand of his 
loyal Arabs, and nine thoufand valiant auxiliaries 
of Cufa, the caliph encountered and defeated the 
fuperior numbers of the rebels under the walls of 
Ballbra. Their leaders, Telha and Zobeir, were 
fiain in the firll battle that ftained with civil blood 
the arras of the Moflems. After pafling through 
the ranks to animate the troops, Ayeflia had 
chofen her poll amidll the dangers of the field. 
In the heat of the adlion, feventy men, who held 
the bridle of her camel, were fucceffively killed 
or wounded ; and the cage or litter in which flie 
lat, was fluck with javelins and darts like the 
quills of a porcupine. The venerable captive 
iuftained with firmnefs the reproaches of the 
conqueror, and was fpeedily difmifled to her 
proper ftation, at the tomb of Mahomet, with the 
refpe8; and tendernefs that was ftill due to the 
widow of the apoftle. After this vi6lory, w'hich 
was fly led the Day of the Camel, All marched 
againll a more formidable adverfary j againft 
Moawiyah, the fon of Abu Sophian, who had 
aflumed the title of caliph, and w'hofe claim was 
fupported by the forces of Syria and the intereft 
of the houfe of Ommiyah. From the paflage of 
Thapfacus, the plain of SMn’^^ extends along the 

^74 The plain of Siffin is detennined hj D’Anvijle (f Euphrate et 
fe Tigrei f. to be -the Campus' Barbariciis of Procopius. ^ 

' _ weftern 
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wellern bank of the Euphrates. On this fpaclous 
and level theatre, the two competitors waged a 
defultory war of one hundred and ten days. In 
the courfe of ninety adlions or Ikifrailhes, thelofs 
of Ali was eftimated at twepty-five, th3,t of Moa- 
wiyah at forty-five, thoufapd foldier^ ; and the 
lift of the flain was dignified wjth the natnes of 
five nnd twenty veterans who had fought atBeder 
under the ftandard of Mahomet. In this fan- 
giiinary conteft, the lawful caliph difplayed a 
fuperior charadler of valour and humanity. His 
troops were ftridlly enjoined to aw’ait the firft 
onfet of the enemy, to fpare their flying brethren, 
and to refpedl the bodies of the dead, and the 
chaflity of the female captives. He generoufly 
propofed to fave the blood of the Moflems by a 
fingle combat; but bis trembling rival declined 
the challenge as a fentence of inevitable death. 
The ranks of the Syrians .were broken by the 
charge of a hero who w'as mounted on a pyebald 
horfe, and wielded with irrefiftible force his 
ponderous and tw'o-edged fword. As often as 
he fmote a rebel, he fliouted the Allah Acbar, 
“ God is vidlorious and in the tumult of a noc- 
turnal battle, he was heard to I’epeat four hundred 
times that tremendous exclamation. The prince 
of Damafcus already meditated his flight, but the 
certain victory was fnatcbed from the grafp of 
Ali by the difobedience and enthufiafm gf his 
troops. Their confcience was awed by the 
folemn appeal to the books of the Koran which 
Moamdyah expofed on the foremoft lances ; and 
Ali was compelled to yield to a difgraceful truce 
and an infidious comproraife. He retreated wdth 

z 2 forrow 


340 DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, forrow and indignation to Gufa ; Ms party was 
^ , difcouraged ; the diftant provinces of Perfia, of 

Yemen, and of Egypt, were fubdued or feduced 
by his crafty rival ; and the ftroke of fanaticifm. 
which was aimed againft the three chiefs of the 
nation, was fatal only to the coufin of Mahomet. 
In the temple of Mecca, three Charegites or en- 
thufiafts diicourfed of the diforders of the church 
and date : they foon agreed, that the deaths of 
Ali, of Moawiyah, and of his friend Amrou, the 
viceroy of Egypt, would reftore the peace and 
unity of religion. Each of the affaffins chofe his 
vi6lim, poifoned his dagger, devoted his life, and 
fecretly repaired to the fcene of adlion. Their 
refolution was equally defp6rate : but the fird miC- 
took the perfon of Amrou, and dabbed the deputy 
who occupied his feat ; the prince of Damafcus 
was dangeroufly hurt by the fecond : the lawful 
caliph, in the mofch of Cufa, received a mortal 
wound from the hand of the third. He expired in 
the dxty-third year of his age, and mercifully re- 
commended to his children, that they would dif- 
patch the niurderer by a dngle droke. The fe- 
pulchre of Ali‘” was concealed from the tyrants 
of the houfe of Ommiyah ; but in the fourth age 
of the Hegira, a tomb, a temple, a city, arofe 

Abuifeda? a moderate Somiite, relates tbe diiferent opinions con- 
cerning the burial of AHj.but adopts the fepulchre of Cufa> hodie fama 
Bumeroque religiofe frequentantium celebratum. This number is 
xeckoned by Niebuhr to amount annually to 2000 of the dead^ and 
5000 of the living (tom* ii. p, ao8j aop.). 

All the tyrants of Perfia> from Adhad el Dowlat (iLB* 9771 
B'lierbelot, p*58, 59* 95.) to Nadir Shah (A.D* 1743? Hift.de Nadir 
; ,^hahj tom- iL p. 155.} have enriched 'the tomb of All with the fpoils of 
the people. The dome is copper? with a bright and mafty gilding? 
‘which glitters to the fun at the diftaiice of many a mpe. 

II, 
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near the ruins of Cufa Many thoufands of C HAP, 
the Schiites repofe in holy ground at the feet of . , 

the vicar of God ; and the defert is vivified by 
the numerous and annual vifits of the Perfians, 
who efteem their devotion not lefs meritorious 
than the pilgrimage of Meccaj 

The perfecutors of Mahomet ufurped the in- Reign of 
heritance of his children ; and the champions of 
idolatry became the fupreme heads of his religion or 66i— 
and empire. The oppofition of Abu Sophian had 
been fierce and obllinate^ his converfion was 
tardy and relu6tant ; his new faith was fortified by 
neceffity and intereft; he fervedj he fought, per- 
haps he believed j and the fins of the time of 
ignorance were expiated by the recent merits of 
the family of Ommiyah. Moawiyah, the fon of 
Abu Sophian, and of the cruel Henda, vras digni- 
fied in his eaidy youth with the office or title of 
fecretary of the prophet : the judgment of Omar 
entrufled him with the government of Syria; and 
he adminiftered that important province above 
forty years either in a fubordinate or fupreme 
rank. Without renouncing the fame of valour 
and liberality, he affedled the reputation of hu- 
manity and moderation : a grateful people was 
attached to their benefactor; and the victorious 
Moflems were enriched with the fpoils of Cyprus 
and Rhodes. The facred duty of purfuing the 
affaffins of Othman was the engine and pretence 

Tlie City of Mefhed AH? five or fix miles from tlie ruins of 
Cufa? and one Irandred and twenty to tlie fouth of Bagdad? is of tlie 
iize and form of the modern Jeruialem* Mefhed Hofeiuj larger and 
more populous^ is at the dillance of thirty miles. 
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C il A F. of his ^mbition^ iThe bloody fhirt of th^ martyr 
^ was expofed in the mofch of Damafcus : the etnir 
deplored the fate of his injured kinfman ; and 
■ lixty thoufand Syrians were engaged in his fervice 
by an oath of fidelity and revenge. Amrou, the 
conqueror of Egypt, hirafelf an army, was the 
firft who fainted the new monarch, and divulged 
the dangerous fecret, that the Arabian caliphs 
might be created elfewhere than in the city of 
the prophet The policy Of Moawiy ah eluded 
the valour of his rival; and, after the death of 
Ali, he negociated the abdication of his fon 
Haifan, whofe mind was either above or below 
the government of the world, and who retired 
without a figh from the palace of Cufa to an 
humble'cell near the tomb of .his grandfather. 
The alpiring wiihes of the caliph were finally 
crowned by the important change of an eleOlive 
to an hereditary kingdom. Some murmurs of 
freedom or fanaticifm attefted the relu6lance of 
the Arabs, and four citizens of Medina refufed 
the oath of fidelity ; but the defigns of Moawiyah 
were conduced wdth vigour and addrefs ; and 
his fon Yezid, a feeble and diffolute youth. Was 
proclaimed as the commander of the faithful 
and the fucceffor of the apoftle of God. 

A familiar ilory is related of the benevolence of 
one ofthe fdns of Ali. In ferving at table, a flave 
had inadvertently dropt a diih of fcalding broth 
on his mailer : the heedleis wretch fell proftrate. 


Death of 
Hofein, 
A.D. 683, 
10 . 


I borrow, on this occalion, the ilrong fenfe and expreffion 
Tacitus (Hill. i. 4.), Evulgato imperii arcano polTe imperatorem alibi 
^uam Romse fieri 

■ ■■ ' ■ . td' 
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to deprecate his punifliment, and repeated averfe 
of the Koran: “ Paradife is for thofe who com- 
mand their anger:”— “ I am not angry.” — 
“ and for thofe who pardon offences:” — “ I par- 
“ don your offence:” — “ and for thofe who 
“ return good for evil I give you your 

“ liberty, and four hundred pieces of filver.” 
With an equal meafure of piety, Hofeih, the 
younger brother of Haffan, inherited a remnant 
of his father’s lj)irit, and ferved with honour 
againfl the Chriftians in the fiege of Conffanti- 
nople. The primogeniture of the line of Hathem, 
and the holy character of grandfon of the apollle, 
had centered in his perfon, and he w'as at liberty 
to profecute his claim againfl Yezid the tyrant of 
Damafcus, whofe vices he defpifed, and whofe 
title he had never deigned to acknowledge. A lift 
was fecretly tranfinltted from Cufa to Medina, 
of one hundred and forty thoufand Moflcms, 
who profefied their attachment to his caufe, and 
who w^ere eager to draw their fwords fo foou as 
he Ihould appear on the banks of the Euphrates. 
Againfl the advice of his wifeft friends, he 
refolved to truft his perfon and family in the 
hands of a perfidious people, tie traverfed the 
defert of Arabia withatimorous retinue of women 
and children ; but as he approached the confines 
of Irak, he was alarmed by the folitary or hoftile 
face of the country, and fufi7e6led eiti^er the 
defection or ruin of his party. His fears were 
juft; Obeidollah, the governor of Cufa, had 
extinguiflied the firft fparks of an infurre(3;ion ; 
and Hofein, in the plain of Kerbela, was encom- 
paffed by a body of five thoufand hotfe, who 
z 4 inter- 
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l^oran in the other ; his generous band of mar- C 
tyrs confifted only of thirty-two horfe and forty 
foot ; but their flanks and rear were fecured by 
the tent-ropes, and by a deep trencli which they 
had filled with lighted faggots, according to the 
practice of the Arabs, The enemy advanced 
with reludtance ; and one of their chiefs deferted 
with thirty followers, to claim the partnerlhip 
of inevitable death. In every clofe onfet, or fin- 
gle combat, the defpair of the Fatimites was in- 
vincible ; but the furrounding multitudes galled 
them from a diftance with a cloud of arrows, and 
the horfes and men were fucceffively flain : a’ 
truce was allowed on both fides for the hour of 
prayer; and the battle at length expired by the 
death of the lafl of the companions of Hofein. 
Alone, weary, and wounded, he feated himfelf 
at the door of his tent. As he tailed a drop of 
water, he was pierced in the mouth with a dart ; 
and his fon and nephew, two beautiful youths, 
were killed in his arms. He lifted his hands to 
heaven, they were full of blood, and he uttered 
a funeral prayer for the living and the dead. In 
a tranlport of defpair his filler iffued from the 
tent, and adjured the general of the Cufians, 
that he would not fuffer Hofein to be murdered 
before his eyes : a tear trickled down bis vener- 
able beard ; and the boldell of his foldiers fell 
back on every fide as the dying hero threw him- 
felf among them. The remorfelefs Shamer, a 
name detefted by the faithful, reproached their 
cowardice ; and the grandfon of Mahomet wasr 
flain with three and thirty llrokes of lances and 
fwords. After they had trampled on his body, 

they 
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c H A P. they camesi his head to the caftle of Cufa, and 
, the inhuman Obeidollah ftruck him on the mouth 

with a cane : “Alas!” exclaimed an aged 
MuMman, “ on thefe lips have I feen the lips 
“ of the apoftle of God!” In a diftant age and 
climate the tragic fcene of the death of Hofein 
will awaken the lyinjiathyof the coldeft reader 
On the annual fettival of his martyrdom, in the 
devout pilgrimage to his fepulehre, his Perfian 
votaries abandon their fouls to the religious 
frenzy of forrow and indignation 

When the fillers and children of Ali were 
met and brought in chains to the throne of Damafcus, the 
caliph was advifed to extirpate the enmity of a 
popular and hollile race, whom he had injured 
beyond the hope of reconciliation. But Yezid 
preferred the counfels of mercy ; and the mourn- 
ing family was honourable difmiffed to mingle 
their tears with their kindred at Medina. The 
glory of martyrdom fuperfeded the right of pri- 
mogeniture; and the twelve imams or pontiffs, 
of the Perfian creed are Ali, Haflan, Hofein, 
and the lineal delcendants of Hofein to the 
ninth generation. Without arms, or treafures, 

^79 j iiave abridged thfe interefting narrative of Ockley (tom. ii. 
p. 170 — 231.). It is long and minute; but the pathetic? almoft always? 
confifts in the detail of little circurnflances. 

Niebuhr the Dane (Voyages en Arabic? Szc. tom. ii. p. ioS, &c.) 
is perhaps the only European traveller vdio has dared to vifit Meihed 
Ali and Meflied Hofein. The two fepulchres are in the hands of the 
Turks? who tolerate and tax. the devotion of the Perfian heretics. The 
feflival oi the death of Hofein is amply deferibed by Sir John Chardin^ 
a traveller whom I have often praifed. 

The _ general article of in D’Herbelot’s Bibiiotlieque? will 

indicate the fiiccefiion; and the lives of tlie twhs lire given under 
their refpedlive names. 


2 


or 
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or fubjeS:s, they fucceffively enjoyed the vene- CH AP, 
ration of the people, and provoked the jealoufy . . 

of the reigning caliphs; their tombs at Mecca or 
Medina, on the banks of the Euphrates, or in 
the province of Chorafan, are Hill vilited by the 
devotion of their fe61:. Their names were often 
the pretence of fedition and civil war; but thefe 
royal faints defpifed the pomp of the world, fub- 
mitted to the will of God and the injiiftice of 
man, and devoted their innocent lives to the 
fludy and practice of religion. The twelfth and 
lafl of the Imams, confpicuous by the title of 
Mahadi, or the Guide, furpaffed the folitude and 
fan6tity of his predeceffors. He concealed hiin- 
felf in a cavern near Bagdad : the time and place 
of his death are unknown ; and his votaries pre- 
tend that he flill lives, and will appear before 
the day of judgment to overthrow the tyranny 
of Dejal, or the Antichrift In the lapfe of 
two or three centuries the pofterity of Abbas, 
the uncle of Mahomet, had multiplied to the 
number of thirty-three thoufand the race of 
Ali might be equally prolific; the meanefl indi- 
vidual was above the firft and greateft of princes ; * 
and the mod eminent were fuppofed to excel the 
perfection of angels. But their adverfe fortune, 
and the wide extent of the Mufulman empire, 

Tlie name of Ayitlchrijl may feem ridiculous, but tlie Mahome- 
tans have liberally borrowed the fables of every religion (Sale’s Pre- 
liminaiy Difeourfej p. So- Ss.). In the royal flabie of Ilpahan, two 
liorfes were always kept hiddied, one for the Mahadi himfelfi the other 
.for Ills lieutenants, Jefus the fon of Mary* . ' . 

In the year of the Hegira 913:.). 'See D’Herbelot:# 

P«546. ■■ , 

. * ’*1 ..... 1 
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. allowed an ample fcope for every bold and artful 
^ impoftor,who claimed affinity with the holy feed ; 
the fceptre of the Almohades in Spain and Afric, 
of the Fatimites in Egypt and Syria of the 
Sultans of Yemen, and of the Sophis of Perfia 
has been confecrated by this vague and ambigu- 
ous title. Under their reigns it might be dan- 
gerous to diipute the legitimacy of their birth j 
and one of the Fatimite caliphs filenced an indit 
creetqueftion, by drawing hisfcymetar : “ This,” 
faid Moez, “ is my pedigree | and thefe,” call- 
ing an handful of gold to his foldiers, “ and thefe 
“ are my kindred and my children.” In the 
various conditions of princes, or doctors, or 
nobles, or merchants, or beggars, a fwarm of 
the genuine or fiaitrous defcendants of Maho- 
met and- Ali is honoured with the appellation 
of Iheiks, or Iherifs, or emirs. In the Otto- 
man empire, they are diftinguiflied by a green 
turban, receive a ftipend from the treafuiy, are 
judged only by their chief, and, however debafed 

D’Herbelotjp.34a. The enemies of the Fatimites difgraced them 
by a J ewifh origin* Yet they accurately deduced their genealogy from 
Jaafar, the fixth Imam; and the impartial Abulfeda allows (AnnaL 
• Moflem* p* »30.) that they were owned by many? qui abfque contro- 
verfia ^genuini funt AJldarum, homine propaginum fuse gentis exacSte 
callentes. He quotes fome lines from the celebrated Sherif or Rahdif 
Egone humilitatem induam in terris hoilium ? (I fufpedl him to be 
an EdrilTite of Sicily) cum in -SEgypto fit Chalifa de gente Alii^ quo-* 
cum ego communem habeo patrem et vindicem. 

The kings of Perfia of the laft dynaily are defcended from Sheik 
Sefi, a faint of the xivth century/ and through him from Moufia 
CalTem, the fon of Hofein, the fon of AH (Olearius, p» 957, Chardin^ 
tom. iii. p.aSS.). But I cannot trace the intermediate degrees in any 
genuine or fabulous pedigree. If they were truly Fatimites, they 
might draw their origin from,, the princes of Mazaiideranj who reigned 
in the ixth century (D^Herbelotj p. 96.). 

by 
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t)y fortune or charadler, ftill affert the proud c h ap. 
pre-eminence of their birth. A family of , 

three hundred perfons, the pure and orthodox 
branch of the Caliph Haffan, is preferved without 
taint or fufpicion in the holy cities of Mecca 
and Medina, and ftill retains, after the revolu- 
tions of twelve centuries, the cuftody of the 
temple and the fovereignty of their native land. 

The fame and merit of Mahomet would ennoble 
a plebeian race, and the ancient biopd of the 
Koreifti tranfcends the recentmajefty of the kings 
of the earth 

The talents of Mahomet are entitled to our succefs of 
applaufe, but his fuccefs has perhaps too ftrongly Mahomet, 
attradled our admiration. Are we furprifed 
that a multitude of profelytes Ihould embrace 
the do6lrine and the paffions of an eloquent 
fanatic ? In the herefies of the church, the fame 
fedu6tion has been tried and repeated from the 
time of the apoftles to that of the reformers. 

Does it feem incredible that a private citi- 
zen fliould grafp the fword and the fceptre, fub- 
due his native country, and ere6t a monarchy 
by his vi6torious arms ? In the moving picture 
of the dynafties of the Eaft, an hundred fortu- 
nate ufurpers have arifen from a bafer origin, 
furmounted more formidable obftacles, and filled 
a larger fcope of empire and conqueft. Ma- 
homet was alike inftrufiled to preach and to 
fight, and the union of thefe oppofite qualities. 

The prefent Hate of the family of Mahomet and All is moH ac- 
curately defcribed by Demetrius Cantemir the Othman Em- 

pire, p» 94.) and Niebuhr (Defcription de PArabie, p. 9 — 16. 317, &c.)» 

It is much to be lamented, that the Daniih traTeller was unable to pur- 
chafe the .chronicles of Arabia* 


while 
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CHAP, while it enhanced his merit, contributed to his 
, fuccefe : the operation of force and perfuafion, 

of enthufiafra and fear, continually a6led on each 
other, till every barrier yielded to their irreiiftible 
power. His voice invited the Arabs to freedom 
and viiSlory, to arms and rapine, to the indul- 
gence of their darling paffions in this world and 
the other ; the reftraints which he impofed were 
requilite to eftablilh the credit of the prophet, 
and to exercife the obedience of the people ; 
and the only objedlion to his fuccefs, was his 
rational creed of the unity and perfedtions of 
Pernia- God. It is not the propagation but the perma- 
nency of his religion that deferves our wonder : 
the fame pure and perfe6l impremon which he 
engraved at Mecca and Medina, is preferved, 
after the revolutions of twelve centuries, by 
, the Indian, the African, and tlie Turkifli profe- 
’ lytes of the Koran. If the Chrillian apoftles,. 
St. Peter or St. Paul, could return to the Vati- 
can, they might poffibly inquire the name of the 
i Deity who is worth ipped with fuch myfterious 
i rites in that magnificent temple : at Oxford or 
I Geneva, they would experience lefs furprife ; but 
I it might ftill be incumbent on them to perufe 
- the catechifm of the church, and to ftudy the 
orthodox commentators on their own writings 
and the words of their Mailer. But the Tur- 
liilh dome of St. Sophia, with an increafe of 
Iplendour and fize,. reprefents the humble ta- 
bernacle eredled at Medina by the hands of 
Mahomet. The Mahometans have uniformly 
withftood the temptation of reducing the ob- 
jedls of their faith and devotion to a level with 

the 
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tlie fenfes and imagination of man. “ I believe c hap. 

in one God, and Mahomet the apoftleof God,” ^ 

is the limpie and invariable profeffion of Mam. 

The intellectual image of the Deity has never 
been degraded by any vifible idol : the honours 
of the prophet have never tranlgrefled the mea- 
fure of human virtue ; and his living precepts 
have reftrained the gratitude of his difciples 
within the bounds of reafon and religion. The 
votaries of Ali have indeed confecrated the me- 
mory of their hero, his wife, and his children, 
and fome of the Perfian doClors pretend that 
the divine effence was incarnate in the perfon 
of the Imams ; but their fuperftition is univer- 
fally condemned by the Sonnites; and their 
impiety has afforded a feafonable warning againfl 
the worfliip of faints and martyrs. The meta- 
phyfical queftions on the attributes of God, 
and the liberty of man, have been agitated in the 
fchools of the Mahometans, as well as in thofe . 
of the Ghriftians j but among the former they 
have never engaged the paffions of the people 
or difturbed the tranquillity of the date. The 
caufe of this important difference may be found 
in the feparation or union of the regal and fa- 
cerdotal characters. It was the intereft of the 
caliphs, the fucceffors of the prophet and com- 
manders of the faithful, to reprefs and difcourage 
all religious innovations; the order, the difci- 
pline, the temporal and fpiritual ambition of the 
clergy, are unknown to the Mollems : and the 
fages of the law are the guides of their confcience 
and the oracles of their faith. Prom the At- 
lantic to the Ganges, the Koran is acknowledged 
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a.s the fundamental code, not only of theology 
but of civil and criminal jurifprudence 5 and the 
laws which regulate the adlions and the property 
of mankind, are guarded by the infallible and 
immutable function of the will of God. This 
religious fervitude is attended with fome prac- 
tical difadvantage ; the illiterate legiflator had 
been often mifled by his own prejudices and 
thofe of his country ; and the inftitutions of the 
Arabian defert may be ill-adapted to the wealth 
and numbers of Ilpahan and Conflantinople. 
On thefe occafions, the Cadhi refpe6lfully places 
on his head the, holy volume, and fubftitutes a 
dextrous inteipretation more appofite to the 
principles of equity, and the manners and policy 
of the times. 

His beneficial or pernicious influence on the 
public happineft is the laft confideration in the 
chara6ler of Mahomet. The moll bitter or mod 
bigottedof his Chriflian or Jewifli foes, will furely 
allow that he alTumed a falfe commiffion to in- 
culcate a falutary do6trine, lefs perfedt only than 
their own. He pioufly fuppofed, as the bafis of 
his religion, the truth and famSlity of their prior 
revelations, the virtues and miracles of their 
founders. The idolsof Arabia were broken be- 
fore the throne of God j the blood of human vic- 
tims was expiated by prayer, and falling, and 
alms, the laudable or innocent arts of devotion ; 
and his rewards and punifliments of a future life 
were painted by the images mod congenial to an 
ignorant and carnal generation. Mahomet was 
perhaps incapable of didlating a moral and po- 
: liticai 
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litical lyftem for the ufe of his countrymen: but 
he breathed among the faithful a fpirit of cha- 
rity and friendlhip, recommended the pra6lice 
of the focial virtues, and checked, by his laws 
and precepts, the thirft of jteyenge and the op- 
preffion of widows and orphans. The hoftile 
tribes were united in faith and obedience, and 
the valour which had been idly fpent in doraeftic 
* quarrels, was vigoroufly direfted againft a foreign 
enemy. Had the impulfe been left powerful, 
Arabia, free at home, and formidable abroad, 
might have flouriflied under a fucceffion of her 
native monarchs. Her fovereignty was loft by 
the extent and rapidity of conqueft. The colo- 
nies of the nation were fcattered over the Eaft 
and Weft, and their blood was mingled with the 
blood of their converts and captives. After the 
reign of three caliphs, tlie throne was tranfport- 
ed from Medina to the valley of Damalcus and 
the bank? of the Tigris ; the holy citips were vio- 
lated by impious war ; Arabia was ruled by the 
rod of a fubjefSt, perhaps of a ftranger; and the 
Bedo^eens of the defert, awakening from their 
dream of dominion, refumed their old and foli- 
taiy independence 

The writers of the Modern Univerfal Hiftory (vol. i, and ii.) have 
compiled, in 850 folio pages? the life of Mahomet and the annals of 
the caliphs. They enjoyed the advantage of reading, and fometimes 
corredling the Arabic text ; yet, notwithftanding their high-founding 
boafts, I cannot find, after the conclufton of ixiy work, that they have 
afforded me much (if any) additional information. The dull mafs 
is not quickened by a fpark of philofophy or taite: and the com- 
pilers indulge the criticifm of acrimonious bigotry againfl: BouIain;?» 
villiers. Sale, Gagnier, and all who have treated JHahomet with hvpnr^ 
or even juftice, . 
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CHAP. LL 

The Cotiquejl ofPerfia, Syria, Egypt, Africa, and 
, Spain, by the Arabs or Saracens.— -Empire of 
the Caliphs, or Succeffors (f Mahomet. — State 
qf the Chrifians, <§'C. under their Gommmmt. 

CHAP. XHE revolution of Arabia had not changed 
. , the charadlei" of the Arabs ; the death of 

Union of Mahooiet was the hgnal of independence j and 
hafty ftmaure of his power and religion tot- 
tered to its foundations. A fmall ' and faithful 
band of his primitive difciples had liflened to his 
eloquence, and fhared his diflrefs ; had fled with 

the apoflle from the perfecution of Mecca, or had 

- received the fugitive in the walls of Medina. 

The increaling myriads, who acknowledged Ma- 
homet as their king and prophet, had been com- 
peUed by his arms, or allured by his profperity. 
The polytheifts were confounded by the Ample 
idea of a folitary and invifible God: the pride 
of the Chriftians arid Jews difdained the yoke 
of a mortal and contemporary legillator. Their 
habits of faith and obedience were not fufficiently 
confirmed ; and many of the new converts re- 
gretted the venerable antiquity of the law of 
Mofes, or the rites and myfleries of the Catholic 
church, or the idols, the fiicrifices, the joyous 
feftivals, of their Pagan anceflors. The jarring 

interefls 
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ihterefls and hereditary feuds of the Arabian c HAP. 
tribes had not yet coalefced in a fyftein of union . , 

and fubordination : and the Barbarians were im- 
patient of the mildell and moll faliitary laws 
that curbed their paffions, or violated their cuf- 
toms. They fubmitted with relufifcance to the 
religious precepts of the Kpran, the abflinence 
from wine, the fall of the Ramadan, and the 
daily repetition of five prayers ; and the alms 
and tithes, which were colle6led for the treafury 
of Medina, could be diflinguilhed only by a name 
from the payment of a perpetual and ignomi- 
nious tribute. The example of Mahomet had 
excited a fpirit of fanaticifm or impofture, and 
feveral of his rivals prefumed to imitate the con- 
du6l and defy the authority of the living pro- 
phet. At the head of the fugitives and auxiliaries, 
the firft caliph was reduced to the cities of Mecca, 

Medina, and Tayef ; and perhaps the Koreifli 
would have reflored the idols of the Caaba, if 
their levity had not been checked by a feafon- 
able reproof. “ Ye men of Mecca, will ye be 
'“ the lall to embrace and the firft to abandon 
“ the religion of Mam?” After exhorting the 
Moflems to confide in the aid of God and his 
apoftle, Abubeker refolved, by a vigorous attack, 
to prevent the jundlion of the rebels. The 
women and children were fafely lodged in the 
cavities of the mountains : the warriors, march- 
ing under eleven banners, diffufed the terror of 
their arms; and the appearance of a military 
force revived and confirmed th© loyalty of the 
faithful. The inconftant tribes' g<?cepted, with 

A A 3 ' humble 
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CHAP, humble repefttkace, tke duties of prayer, and 
. , fafting, and jilms; . and, after fome examples of 

fuccefe and feverity, tise moft dating apoftates 
fell proftrate before the fword of the Lord and 
of Caled. In the fertile province of Yemanah', 
between the Red Sea and the Gulph of Perfia, in 
a city not inferior to Medina itfelf, a powerful 
chief, his name was Mofeilama, had affumed the 
character of a prophet, and the tribe of Hanifa 
liftened to his voice. A female prophetefs was at- 
tracted by his reputation : the decencies of words 
and actions were fpurned by thefe favourites 
of heaven and they employed feveral days in 
myltic and amorous converfe. An obfcure fen- 
tence rtf his KOran, of book, is yet extant’ ; and, 


* See tlie defcnption of the city and country of A 1 Yamanali, in 
Abulfedaj Befcript* Arabiae, p. 6 o, 6i. In the xiiith centuryj there 
were fome ruins, and a few palms ; but in the prefent century, the 
fame ground is occupied by the vifions and arms of a modern prophet, 
whofe tenets are imperfecSliy known (Niebuhr, Bofcription, de I’Arabie, 

p. » 96 '“* 302 .). 

* Their firft falutation may be tranfcribed, but cannot be tranflated. 
It was thus that Mofeilama faid or fang: 

•Surge tandem katjue krentie permolenda ; nam flratus tibi thorus 

■■ ' ■ ek. ■ _ ' 

Aut in propattilo tentorio fi velis, aut in abditiore cubiculo fi malis ; 
Aut fapinam te bumi exporredtam fiiftigabo, fi veils, aut fi mails 
manibus pedibufque nixam. 

Airt fi veins J gemino triente, aut fi malis totus 

veniimi. ■■ : 

Imo, totus venit©, O Apokole Dei clamabat fcemina. Id ipfum 
dicebat. 

Mofeilama mihi quoque fiiggeffst Deus. 

The prophetefs Segjlih, after the fall of her lover, returned to idolatry ; 
but, under the reign of Moawdyah, flie became a Mufulman, and died 
at Bafibra (Abulfeda, AnnaL verC lleiilcO. p. 63.). 

^ See this text, which demonftrate? a God from the work of gene- 
ration, in Abulpharagius (Specimen Hifl® Arabum, p. 13* and Pynafl:# 
p. 103.) and Abuffcda (Annal. p. '53.). 
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in the pride of his iniffion, Mofeilanaa conde- chap. 
fceiided to offer a partition of the earth. The . , 

propofal was anfwered by Mahomet with con- 
tempt; but the rapid pro^refs of the impoftor 
awakened the fears of his fucceflbr : forty thou- 
fand Mofleins were alTernbled under the llandard 
of Caled ; and the exiftence of their faith was 
refigned to the event of a decifive battle. In 
the firfl adtion they were repulfed with the lofs 
of twelve hundred men ; but the fkill and per- 
feverance of their general prevailed : their defeat 
was avenged by the daughter of ten thoufand 
infidels ; and Mofeilama himfelf was pierced by 
an ^Ethiopian Have with the fame javelin which 
had mortally wounded the uncle of Mahomet. 

The various rebels of Arabia, without a chief or 
a caufe, were fpeedily fiippreffed by the power 
and difcipline of the rifing monarchy j and the 
whole nation again profeffedj, pnd more ftedfaflly 
held, the religion of the Koran. Tlie ambition 
of the caliphs provided an immediate exercile 
for the refliefs fpirit pf the Saracens ; their va- 
lour was united in the profecntion of an holy 
war; and their enthufiafin was equally con- 
firmed by oppofition and vidlory. 

From the rapid conquefts of the Saracens a pre- Charaaer 
fumption will naturally arife, that the firft caliphs 
commanded in perfon the armies of the faithful, 
andfought the crown of martyi'dom in theforemoll 
ranks of the battle. The ccairage of Abubeker % 

^ His reiga in EutycMiiSj tom, ii. p. a 5 i. Elmackj p. i8. Abul« 
pliaragiu?, 'p. io8. Abulfedaj pi6o. ,p. 
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Omar^j and Othman ®, had indeed been tried 
in the perfecution and wars of the prophet'; 
and the peifonal alTurance of paradife muft have 
taught them to defpife the pleafiires and dan- 
gers of the preient world. But they afcended 
the throne in a venerable or mature age ; and 
efteeraed the domeftic cares of religion , and 
juftice the moft important duties of a fovereign. 
Except the prefence of Omar at the liege of Je- 
rufalera, the longell expeditions were the fre- 
quent pilgrimage from Medina to Mecca; and 
they calmly received the tidings of vi6lory as they 
prayed or preached before the fepulchre of the 
prophet. 'Ehe auftere and frugal tneafure of their 
lives was the efiefil of virtue or habit, and the 
pride of their 'fimplicity infulted the vain magni- 
ficence of the kings of the earth. When Abu- 
beker alTumed the office of caliph, he enjoined his 
daughter Ayeflia to take a ftri6l account of his 
private patrimony, that it might be evident 
whether he were enriched or impoverillied by 
the fervice of the Hate. He thought himfelf en- 
titled to a llipend of three pieces of gold, with 
the fufficient maintenance of a fingle camel and 
a black Have ; but on the Friday of each week, 
he diftributed the refidue of his own and the 
public money, firll to the moll Worthy, and then 
to the moll indigent, of the Mollems. The re- 
mains of his wealth, a coarfe garment, and live 

^ His reign in Eutycblus, p. ^64. Elmaciiij p. 36. Abulphara- 
giiis, p. no. Abulfeda, p. 66. D’Herbelot, p. 686. 

His reign in Eutychiiis, p.aaa* Elmaclnj p. 36. Abulpharagins, 
p. 115. Abiilfeda? p. 75. B’Herbelot? p. 693. 

16 pieces 
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pieces of gold, were delivered to his fucceffoj, 
who lamented with a modeft ligh, his own in- 
ability to equal fuch an admirable model. Yet 
the abftinence and humility of Omar were not 
inferior to the virtues of Abubeker ; his food 
confifted of barley-bread or dates ; his drink was 
water ; he preached in a gown that was torn or 
tattered in twelve places ; and a Perlian latrap, 
who paid his homage to the conqueror, found 
him afleep among the beggars on the fteps O'f 
theraofchof Medina. CEconomy is the fource 
of libei'ality, and fhe increafe of the revenue 
enabled Omar to eftablifti a Juft and perpetual- 
reward for the paft and prefent fervices of the 
faithful. Carelefs of his own emolument, he 
affigned to Abbas, the uncle of the prophet, the 
firft and raoft ample allowance of tw'enty-five 
thoufand drams or pieces of filver. Five thou- 
fand were allotted to each of the aged warriors, 
the relics of the field of Beder, and the laft and 
meaneft ofthe companions of Mahomet was dif- 
tinguiflied by the annual reward of three thou- 
fand pieces. One thoufand was the ftipend of 
the veterans who had fought in the firft battles 
againft the Greeks and Perfians, and the de- 
creafing pay, as low as fifty pieces of filver, was 
adapted to the refpedtive merit and feniority of 
the foldiers of Omar. Under his reign, and that 
of hispredeceflbr,the conquerors of the Eaft were 
the trufty fervants of God and the people : the 
mafs of the public treafure was confecrated to 
the expences of peace and war ; a prudent mix- 
ture of juftice and bounty, maintained the dif- 
A A 4 ' cipline 
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cipline e-f Sarftcens> and they united, by a 
rare MieiCy, the 'difpatch and execution of 
del^otifih^ with the equal and frugal maxims of 
a republican government. The heroic courage 
of Ali’, the confummate prudence of Moawiyah% 
excited the emulation of their fubje6ls ; and the 
talants which had been exercifed in the fcbool 
of civil difcord, were more ufefully applied to 
propagate the faith and dominion of the pro- 
phet. In the doth and vanity of the palace of 
Damafciis, the fucceeding princes of the houfe 
of Ommiyah were alike deftitute of the qualifi- 
cations llatefinen and of faints’. Yet the 
Ipoils of unknown nations were continually laid 
at the foot of their throne, and the uniform af- 
cent of the Arabian greatnefs mull be afcribed to 
the fpirit ctf the nation rather than the abilities 
of their chiefs. A large dedudlion mull be al- 
lowed for the weaknefs of their enemies. The 
birth of Mahomet was fortunately placed in the 
moft degenerate and diforderly period of the 
Perfians, the Romans, and the Barbarians of 
Europe : the empires of Trajan, or even of Con- 
ftantine of Charlemagne, would have repelled 
the aflault of the naked Saracens, and the torrent 
of fanaticifm might have been obfeurely loft in 
the fands of Arabia. 

His reign. in Eutyeliras, p. 343. Elmacin, p. 51. Abulpliaragius^ 
p. 117. Abuifeda, p. 83. B’Saiielot, p, 89. 

® His reign in Entychius, p. 344, EIinacinj p. 54. Abnlpliaragiiis> 
p.123. Abulfeda, p.ioi. D’Herbelot, p. 586. 

iTIieir reigns in Eutychius, tom. ii. p. 360 — 395. Bimacinj p.59 
— 108. , Abulpharagins Dynaft.. ix. p. i »4 — 139. Abulfeda> p. 1 1 1 
■“-14 1* D’Herbelot, Bibliotbeque Orientale? p. 69i« and the particu- 
lar article of the Ommiades* 
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In the vi6lorious days of the Romati republic, CHAP, 
it had been the aim of the fenate to confine their , . 

confuls and legions to a Angle war, and com- Their con- 
pletely to fupprefs a firft enemy before they pro- 
yoked the hoftilities of a fecond. Thefe timid 
maxims of policy were difdained by the magna- 
nimity or enthufiafra of the Arabian caliphs. With 
the fame vigour and fuccefs they invaded the fuc- 
ceffors of Auguflus,and thofe of Artaxerxesj and 
the rival monarchies at the fame inftant became 
the prey of an enemy whom they had been fo 
long accuflomed to defpife. In the ten 3 mars of 
the adminiflration of Omar, the ^racens reduced 
to his obedience thirty-fix thoufand cities or caf- 
tleSjdeftroyed four thoufand churches or temples 
of the unbelievers, and edified fourteen hundred 
mofchs for the exercife of the religion of Maho- 
met. One hundred years after his flight from 
Mecca, the arais and the reign of his fuccef- 
fors extended from India to the Atlantic Ocean, 
over the various and diftant provinces, which 
maybe comprifed under the names of, I. Perfiaj 
II. Syria; III. Egypt; IV. Africa; and, V.Spain. 

Under this general divifion, I lhali proceed to 
unfold thefe memorable tranfaQ;ions ; difpatch- 
ing with brevity the remote and lefs intereft- 
ing conquefts of the Eafl, and referving a fuHer 
narrative for thofe domeftic countries, which, 
had been included within the pale of the Roman 
empire. Yet I muft excufe my own defeats by 
a j uft complaint of the blindnefs and infufficiency 
of my guides. The Greeks, fo loquacious in 

qontro- 
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controverfy, have not been anxious to cele- 
brate the triumphs of their enemies'®. After 
a century of ignorance, the firft annals of the 
Mufulmans were collected in a great meafure 
from the voice of tradition ”. Among the nu- 
merous produ6i:ions of Arabic and Perfian 
literature", our interpreters have fele<3:ed the 

For the vlith and viilth century, we have fcarcely any original 
evidence of the Byzantine hiHorians, except the Chronicles of Theo- 
phanes (Theophanis Confefibris Chronographia, Gr. et Lat. cum notis 
Jacobi Goar. Paris, 1655? in folio); and the Abridgment of Nicepho- 
rus (Nicephori Patriarchse C. P. Breviarum Hiftoricum, Gr. et Lat. 
Paris, 1648, in folio), who both lived in the beginning of the ixth 
century (fee lianckius de Scriptor. Byzant. p. 2; 00 — ^46.). Their 
contemporary, Photius, does not feem to be more opulent. After 
praifmg the ftyk of Nicephorus, he adds, Kai ^coXT^g sri tijv 
<wrii rvjg Ifof ia, w < 7 wy^ix(pn% and only complains of 

his extreme brevity (Phot. Bibliot. Cod. Ixvi, p. 100.). Some additions 
may be gleaned from the more recent hiflories of Cedrenus and Zo*- 
naras of the xiith century. 

Tabari, or A 1 Tabari, a native of Taborefian, a famous Imam of 
Bagdad, and the Livy of the Arabians, finilhed his general hiflory in 
the year of the Hegira 30a (A.D. 914.). At the requeft of his friends, 
he reduced a work of 30,000 fheets to a more reafonable fize. But 
his Arabic original is knowm only by the Perfian and Turkifh verlions. 
The Saracenic hiftorj'' of Ebn Amid, or Elmacin, is faid to be an 
abridgment of the great Tabari (Ockley’s Hift. of the Saracens, 
vohm preface, p.xxxix. and, lift of authors, D’Herbelot, p. 866. 
§70.1014.). 

Befides the lifts of authors framed by Prideaux (Life of Mahomet, 
p.179 — 189.), Ockley (at the end of his fecond volume),, and Petit de 
ia Croix (Hift. de feengifcan, p. 5:^5 — 550.), we find in the Biblio- 
theque Orientale Tarikhi a catalogue of two or three hundred hiftories 
or chronicles of the Eaft, of which not more than three or four are 
older than Tabari. A lively Iketch of Oriental literature is given by 
Reiike (in his Prodidagmata ad Flagji Chalifse iibrum memoriaiem ad 
calcem Abulfedae Tabulae Synse, Lipfias, 1766); but his projedl and 
the French verfion of Petit de la Croix (Hift. de Timur Bee, tom, L 
preface p; xlv.) have fallen to the ground. 

imperfeiSt 
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imperfefil Iketches of a more recent age’^. chap. 
The art and genius of hiftory have ever been 
unknown to the Afiatics ; they are ignorant 
of the laws of criticifm j and our monkilh chro- 
nicles of the fame period may be compared to 
their moft popular works, which are never vivi- 
fied by the fpirit of philofophy and freedom. 

The Oriental library of a Frenchman*^ would 
inftrufii the moft learned mufti of the Fall; and 
perhaps the Arabs might not find in a fingle 
hiftorian, fo clear and comprehenfivO a narra- 

*1 he particular hiflorians and geographers 'will be occahonally 
introduced. The four following titles reprefent tlie Annals which 
have guided me in this general narrative, i. Amiales UutychlU Fa- 
triarchaa A/e.vandrhiif ah Edwardo Pocockio, 0 -v< 3 ; 2 . 16565 a *voh^ 
in 4ti* A pompous edition of an indifferent author tranflated by Po- 
cock to gratify the Prefbyterian prejudice of his friend Selden. a. 

Hijloria Saracentca Georgu Elmacini^ opera et Jiudio Thorns Erpini^ 
m 4to, Lugi^. Batamorum^ 16^5. He is faid to have haftily tranflated 
a corrupt MS.> and his verlion is often deBcient in fiyleand fenfe. 3. 
lUJlGria. compendiofa Jpynajiiarutn a Gregorio, Abulpbaraglo, inter- 
pret e Mdwardo Focockio in 4105 Ox on. 1663. More ufeful for the 
literary than the civil hiflory of the Eaft. 4. Abulfedee Annales * 
Mojlemiciad Ann* ISf^ir^ ccccvi. a Jo. Jac. Eeijke, in 4X0, Lipfia, 

1754. The beft of our chronicleSs both for the original verlion, yet 
how far below the name of Abulfeda. We know that he wrote at 
Hamah, in the xivth century. The three former w^ere Chriftians of 
the xths xiith5 and xiiith centuries ; the twm firft, natives of Egypt ; 
a Melchite, patriarch, and a Jacobite fcribe. 


M. de Gulgnes (Hiff. des Huns, tom. i. pref. p.xix. xx.) has cha» 
rafterifed, with truth and knowledge, , the two forts of Arabian hiilo- 
rians, the dry annalift, and the tumid and flowery orator. 

Bihliotheque Orientale, par M. D’Herbelot, in folio, Paris 1697. 
For the chara6lef of the refpedlable author, confult his friend Theve- 
not (Voyages du Eevant, parti, chap. i.). His work is an agreeable 
mifceliany which mufl: gratify every tafle; but I never can digefl the 
alphabetical order ; and I find him more fatisfacflory in the Perlian 
than the Arabic hiflory. The recent fupplement from the papers of 
M.M. Vifdelou and Galland (in folio, LaHaye, 177 9) isof a different 
fxifl, a medley of tales, proverbs, and Chinefe antiquities. 
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tive of t^eir own exploits, as that which will be 
deduced in the epfning Iheets. 

I. In the fird year of the firft caliph, his lieu- 
tenant Caled, the Sword of God, and the 
fcourge of the infidels, advanced to the banks 
of the Euphrates, and reduced the cities of An- 
bar and Hira. Weftward of the ruins of Baby- 
lon, a tribe of fedentary Arabs had fixed them- 
felves on the verge of the defert y and Hira was 
the feat of a race of kings who had embraced 
the Chriftian religion, and reigned above fix 
hundred years under the lhadow of the throne 
of Perfia'”. The laft of the Mondars was defeated 
and flain by Caled j his fon was fent a captive 
to'Medina; hfe nobles bowed before the fuccef- 
for of -the prophet: the people was tempted 
by the example and fuccefs of their coun- 
trymen: and the caliph accepted as the firft- 
fruits of foreign conqueft, an annual tribute 
of feventy thoufand pieces of gold. The con- 
querors, and even their hiftorians, were afio- 
nifhed by the dawn of their future greatnefs: 
« In the lame year,” fays Elmacin, “ Caled 
** fought many Signal battles; an iramenfe mul- 
“ titude of the infidels was flaughtered; and 
fpdls, infinite and innumerable, were acquired 
“ by the victorious Mofleins”.” But the invin- 
cible 

Pocock wil explain the chronaiogy (Specimen Hift. Arabimij 
|j, and ll^Anviile the geography (I'^Euphrate et ie Tigre^ 

|5« IS5.)? : of "the dyna% of -the Almondars. The Englilh fcholar 
nnderilood more Arabic than- the Mufti of Aleppo (Ockleyj volih 
p. 34,}; the French geographer k equally at home in every age and 

every climate of the world. 

Fecit et -Chaled pluriraa m hoc anno :proeliaj in quibns vicerun 
et injidelium immenfa multitudine occifa ipolia infinita et 

imiumera 
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cible Caled was foon transferred to tbe Sjrian chap. 
war: the invafion of the Perlian frontier was con- , j 
du6ted bylefs adlive or lefs prudent commanders : 
the Saracens were repulfed With lofs inthe pafTage 
of the Euphrates ; and, though they chaftifed the 
infolent purfuit of the Magians, their remaining 
forces ftill hovered in the defert of Babylon. 

The indignation and fears of the Perflans fuf- 
pended for a moment their inteftine divifion3.^By AD.636. 
the unanimous fentence of the priefts and nobles, 
their Queen Arzema was depofed; the fixth of 
the tranfient ufurpers, who had arifen and va- 
nifhed in three or four years, fince the death of 
Chofroes and the retreat of Heraclius. Her tiara 
was placed on the head of Yezdegerd, the grand- 
fon of Chofroes ; and the fame aera, which coin- 
cides with an aftronomical period '% has record- 
ed the fall of the Saffanian dynafty and the reli- 
gion of Zoroafter The youth and inexperience 

innuixiera funt na<£li (Hift. Saracenica, p. ao.)* Tiie Chriitian annalift 
Hides into the national and compendious te#m .of infidels^ and I often 
adc^t (I hope without fcandal) this chara€leri& mode of ©xpreflion, 

A cycle of i so years, the end of which an intercalary month of 
30 days iupplied the ufe of our Biflextile, and reftored the integrity of 
the folar year. In a great revolution of 1440 years this intercalation 
was fuccefiively removed from the firft to the twelfth month ; but 
Hyde and Freret are involved in a profound controverfy, whether the 
twelve or only eight of thefe changes were accompliihed before the 
sera of Yezdegei'd, which is unanimoufly fixed to the i6th of June 
A.D. 63 ii. How laborioufly does the curious fpirit of Europe explore 
the darkefi: and moft diftant antiquities (Hyde, de Religione Petfarum 
C.14-— sS.p.iSi — %ii, Freretin the Mem.de FAcademie des Ia- 

fcriptions, tom. xvi. p. ^33 — ^67.) • 

Nine days after the death of Mahomet (7th June A.D. 63a.), we 
find the sem of Yezdegerd (i6th June, A.D. 632.) and his accefiion 
cannot be poftponed beyond the end of the firft year. His prede- 
ceiTors could not therefore refill the aims of the Caliph Omar; and 
thefe unquellionable dates overthrow the thoughtlefs chronology of 
Abelpharagius. See Ockley’s Hill, of the Saracens, voLi. p. 3: 30. 

of 
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of the prince, he was only fifteen years of age, 
declined a perilous encounter; the royal ftandard 
was delivered into the hands of his general Ruf- 
tana j and a remnant of thirty thoufiind regular 
troops was fwelled in truth, or in opinion, to one 
hundred and twenty thoufand fubjedts, or allies, 
of the great Icing. The Moflems, whofe numbers 
were reinforced from twelve to thirty thoufand, 
had pitched their camp in the plains of Cadefia®°: 
and their line, though it confifted of fewer men^ 
could produce more Jbldiers than the unwieldy 
holl of the infidels. I fliall here obferve what I 
muft often repeat, that the charge of the Arabs 
was riot like that of the Greeks and Romans, the 
effort of a firm and compa^ infantry : their mi- 
litary force was chiefly formed of cavalry and 
archers ; and the engagement, which was often 
interrupted and often renewed by Angle combats 
and flying Ikirmiflies, might be protracted with- 
out any decifive event to the continuance of 
feveraldays. The periods ofthe battle of Cadefia 
were diftinguilhed by their peculiar appellations. 
The firft, from the well-timed appearance of fix 
thoufand of the Syrian brethren, was denomi- 
nated the day oijuccour. The day of concuffion 
might exprefs the diforder of one, or perhaps of 
both, of the contending armies. The third, a noc- 
turnal tumult, received the whimfical name ofthe 
night of from the difcordant clamours, 

which were compared to the inarticulate founds 

" Cadefia, Tays the Kubian geographer (p. is k iBargkis. 
folitudine, 6i leagues from Bagdad, aird two iiatlons from Cufa, Ot- 
ter (Voyage, tom, reckons ,15 leagues, and obferwi, that 

the place is fupplieci with dates and waten 


of 
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«f the fbrceft animals. The morning of the fuc- < 
ceeding day determined the fate of Perfia ; and a 
feafonable whirlwind drove a cloud of dull againft 
the faces of the unbelievers^ The clangor of arms 
was re-echoed to the tent of Ruftara, who, far 
unlike the ancient hero of his name, was gently 
reclining in a cool and tranquil fliade, amidll the 
baggage of his camp, and the train of mules that 
were laden with gold and lilver. On the found 
of danger he flatted from his couch ; but his flight 
was overtaken by a valiant Arab, who caught him 
by the foot, flruck off his head, hoifted it on a 
lance, and inftantly returning to the field of bat- 
tle, carried flaughter and difmay among the 
thickeft ranks of the Pei’fians. The Saracens 
confels a lofs of feven thoufand five hundred 
men; and the battle of Cadefia isjuttly defcribed 
by the epithets of obflinate and atrocious The 
ftandard of the monarchy was overthrown and 
captured in the field — a leathern apron of a black- 
fmith, who, in ancient times, had arifen the deli- 
verer of Perfia ; but this badge of heroic poverty 
was dilguifed, and almoft concealed by a profu- 
fion of precious gems After this vidlory, tlie 
wealthy province of Irak, or Affyria, fubmitted 
to the caliph, and his conquefts were firmly efta- 
blilhed by the Ipeedy foundation of Baflbra a 

place 

* Atroxj contumaxj plus femel renovatum, are . the well-choferi 
expreffions of the tranflator of Abulfeda (Reitke,- p, 69.). 

” B’Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. ^97# 348. 

The reader may fatisfy' himfelf on the fubjedl of BalTorai by 
fulling the following writers s ' Geograph® Nubieas. p.iax. D^Herbelot^ 

. Bibliotheque 
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c H A p, place wliie^ ^er commands the trade and navi- 
gation dP the Perfians. At the dillance of fouiv 
fbore miles from the gulf, the Euphrates and 
Tigris unite in a broad and direct current, which 
is aptly ftyled the river of the Arabs. In the mid- 
way, between thejundtion and the mouth of thefe 
famous ftreams, the new fettlement was planted 
on the weftern bank : the firft colony was com- 
pofed of eight hundred Modems ; but the influ- 
ence of the fituation foon reared a flourifliing and 
populous capital. The air, though exceffively 
hot, is pure and healthy: the meadows are filled 
with palm-trees and cattle; and one of the adja- 
cent vallies has been celebrated among the four 
paradifes or gardens of Afiai Under the firll 
caliphs, the, jurifili^ion of this Arabian colony 
extended (wer the fouthern provinces of Perfia : 
the city has been fan6tified by the tombs of the 
companions and martyrs ; and the veffels of Eu- 
rope ftill frequent the port of Baffora, as a conve- 
nient ftation and paflage of the Indian trade. 

After the defeat ofGadelia, a country interfe6ted 
by rivers and canals might have oppofed an infu- 
perable bander to the vidlorious cavalry j and the 
walls of Gtefiphon or Madayn, which had refifted 
the battering ramsof the Romans, would not have 
yielded to the darts of the Saracens. But the fly- 
ing Perfians were overcome bythe belief, that the 
lafl; day of their religion and empire was at hand: 

Bibllotlieque Orientale, p.192. D’Anville, fEuplirate et le Tigre, 
p.130. 133. 145. Hayaal, Hiil:. PliiiofopHque des deux lades j tom. iL 
p, 9a— iQo* Voyages di Pietro delja Valle, tom.iv. p.370— 39i» De 
.Tayernier, tom^ i, p,si40— -247*.. De Tlievenot, tom. iiw p. 545-— 5 S4. 
D’Ottier? tom. ii. p. 45 — 78. De Niebuhr, tom. iL p. I7a“-“I9^» ■ 

4 the 


Founda- 
tion of 
BalTora. 


Sack of 
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A.D.637; 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 


tlie ftrongefl pofts were abandoned by treachery C H A P. 
or cowardice ; and the King, with a part of his , , 

family and treafures, efcaped to Holwan at the 
foot of the Median hills. In the third month 
after the battle. Said, the lieutenant of Omar, 
pafled the Tigris without oppofition : the capital 
was taken by alTault ; and the diforderly refin- 
ance of the people gave a keener edge to the 
fabres of the Modems, who thouted with religious 
tranfport, “ This is the white palace of Chofroes j 

this is the promife of the apofile of God !” 

The naked robbers of the defert •were fuddenly 
enriched beyond the meafure of their hope 
or knowledge. Each chamber revealed a new 
treafure fecreted with art, or oftentatioufly dif- 
played : the gold and filver, the various ward- 
robes and precious furniture, furpafled (fays 
Abulfeda) the eftimate of fancy or numbers; and 
another hiftorian defines the untold and almoll 
infinite mafs, by the fiibulous computation of 
three thoulands of thoufands of thoulands of 
pieces of gold Some minute though curious 
fadls reprefent the contrail of riches and igno- 
rance. From the remote illands of the Indian 
Ocean, a large provifion of camphire had been 

Mente rix potell: niimerove comprelieiidi quanta fpoila .... * 
noftris ceflerint. Abulfeda^ p. 69. Yet I Itill fufpecStj that the extra- 
vagant numbers of Eimacin may be the eiror, not of the text, but of 
the verfion. The beft tranflators from the Greek, for inftance, I find 
to be very poor arithmeticians. ^ 

The camphire tree grows in China and Japan jr hut many hundred 
weight of thofe meaner forts are exchanged for a fihgle pound of die 
more precious gum of Borneo and Sumatra (Raynal, Hift. Philofoph* 
tom.i. p. 362'— 3654,, Didllonnaire Naturelle par Bomare. 

Miikr’s Gardener’s Didtionary). Thefe may be the iflands of the fiifit 
climate from whence the Arabians imported their camphire (Geography 
Nub* p. 34, 35, D’Herbelot, p. 232.}. 

voL.ix. BB imported. 


imported. 
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imported, which is employed with a mixture of 
wax to illuminate the palaces of the Eaft. 
Strangers to the name and properties of that 
Odoriferous gum, the Saracens miftaking it for 
fait, mingled the camphire in their bread, and 
wore aftoniflied at the bitternefs of the tafte. 
One of the apartments of the palace was decora- 
ted with a carpet of lilk, fixty cubits in length, 
and as many in breadth : a paradife or garden 
was depifitured on the ground : the flowers, 
fruits, and flirubs, were imitated by the figures 
of the gold embroidery, and the colours of the 
precious llones ; and the ample fquare was 
encircled by a variegated and verdant border. 
The Arabian general perfuaded his foldiers to 
relinquilh their claim, in the reafonable hope 
that the eyes of the caliph would be delighted 
with the Iplendid workmanflrip of nature and 
induftry. Regardlefs of the merit of art, and the 
pomp of royalty, the rigid Omar divided the 
prize among his brethren of Medina : the picture 
was deflroyed ; but fuch was the intrinfic value 
of the materials, that the fliare of Ali alone was 
fold for twenty thoufand drams. A mule that 
carried away the tiara and cuirafs, the belt and 
bracelets of Chofroes, was overtaken by the pur- 
fuers : the gorgeous trophy was prefented to the 
commander of the faithful ; andthe graveft of the 
companions condefcended to fmile when they 
beheld the white beard, haiiy arras, and uncouth 
figure of the veteran, who w'as in veiled with the 
fpoils of the Great King The lack of Ctefiphon 

See Gagmer, Vie de Mahomet? tom.i. p. 376? 377* I may credit., 
^he without believing the prophecy. 
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■Was followed by its defertion arid gradual decay./ 
The Saracens difliked the air andfituatibn of the 
.place ; and Omar "Was ad-vifed by his general to 
remove the feat of government to the weftern 
fide of the Euphrates. In every age the founda* 
tion and ruin of the Aflyrian cities has been eafy 
and rapid : the country is deflitute of Hone and 
timber ; and the raoft folid ftru0;ures” are com- 
pofed of bricks baked in the fun, and joined by a 
cement of the native bitumen. The name of 
Ciifa defcribes an habitation of reeds and earth ; 
but the importance of the new capital was fup- 
ported by the numbers, wealth, and fpirit of a 
colony of veterans ; and their licentioufnefs was 
indulged by the wdfell caliphs, who were appre- 
henfive of provoking the revolt of an hundred 
thoufand fwords : “ Ye men of Cufa,” faid Ali, 
who folicited their aid, “ you have been always 
“ confpicuous by your valour. You conquered 
“ the Perfian King, and fcattered his forces, till 
“ you had taken poffeflion of liis inheritance.” 
This mighty conqueft was atchieved by thebattles 
of Jalula and Nehavend. After the lofs of the for- 
mer, Yezdegerd fled from Holwan, and concealed 
his fliame and delpair in the mountains of Farfif- 
tan, from whence Cyrus had defcended with his 
equal and valiant companions. The courage of the 

The moft confiderable ruins of AiTyria are the tower of Belus, at 
BabyloBj and the hall of Chofroes, at Ctehphon : they have been vifited 
by that vain and curious traveller Pietro della Valle (tom.L 
71?. 733:— 735 ‘> ;■ 

Confuit the article of Confab in the Bibliotheque of D’Herbelot 
(p. a77j s 78 ,)s and the fecond volume of Ockley’s Hiilory? particularly 

p. 4o« and- " ■' . 
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c H A A rfEKtiofi farvivesd that of the monarch : among the 
^ . hills to thO fouth of Ecbatana or Hamadan, one 

hundred and fifty thoufand Perfians made a third 
and final ftand for their religion and country ; 
and the decifive battle of Nehavend was ftyled 
by the Arabs the victory of vifilories. If it be 
true that the flying general of the Perfians was 
ftopt and overtaken in a crowd of mules and 
camels laden with honey, the incident, however 
flight or lingular, will denote the luxurious im- 
pediments of an Oriental army 
Conqueffi The geography of Perfia is darkly delineated by 

the Greeks and Latins ; but the moft illuftrious of 
C37-I651. her cities appear to be more ancient than the in- 
vaflon of the Arabs. By the reduction of Ha- 
madan and I:Q)ahan, of Cafwin, Tauris, and llei, 
they gradually approached the Ihores of the Caf 
•Bian Sea; and the orators of Mecca might applaud 
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Armenia and Mefopotamia, embra;eed their vie- C' H A ;P. 
torious brethren of the Syrian army. From the . . 

palace of Madayn their Eaftern progrefe was not 
lefs rapid or extenfive. They advaaieed along tlie 
Tigris and the Gulfj penetrated through the 
paffes of the mountains into the valley of Eftachar 
or Perfepolis ; and profaned tire iaft fandluary of 
of the Magian empire. The grandfon of Chofroes 
was nearly furprifed among the falling columns 
and mutilated figures : a fad emblem of the paft 
and prefent fortune of Perfia^' : he fled with 
accelerated hafle over the defert of Kirraan, im- 
plored the aid of the warlike Segeflans, and 
fought an humble refuge on the verge of the 
Turkifii and Chinefe power. But a victorious 
army is infenfible of fatigue : the Arabs divided 
their forces in the purfuit of a timorous enemy j 
and the Caliph Othman promifed -the govern- 
ment of Chorafan to the fir# general who flionld 
enter that large and populous country, the king-. 
dora of the ancient Ba6trians. The condition 
was accepted; the prize was deferved ; the ftand- 
ard of Mahomet was planted on the walls of 
Herat, Merou, and Balch ; and the fuccefefid 
leader neither halted nor repofedtill his foaming 
cavalry had tafted the waters of the Oxus. In 
the public anarchy, the independent governors, 
of the cities and caftles obtained their feparate 
capitulations; the terms were granted or impofed 

We are indebted for this curious particular to- the Dyn#ftles, of 
Abulpharagiiis, p. ii 6 .; but it is iieedlels to prove the identity ©f 
Eftachar and Perfepolis (D’Herbelot, p. 3^,7*); ftill more iie<?dlefs 
to copy tlie drawings and deferiptions of- Sir John Chardin, or Cor-*, 
neille ie^Bruyn. , 
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c H A P. by tlie efteem, the prudence, w the cprapaffion, 
of the victors ; and a firaple profeflion of faith 
J diftinfilion between a brother and 

a flave. After a noble defence, Harraozan, 
the prince or fatrap of Ahwaz and Sufa, was 
compelled to furrender his perfon and hisilate 
to the difcretion of the caliph j and their intei> 
view exhibits a portrait of the Arabian manners. 
In the prefence, and by the command, of Omar, 
the gay Barbarian was delpoiled of his fiikeri 
robes embroidered with gold, and of his tiara 
bedecked with rubies and emeralds: “ Are yoii 
“ now fenfible,” faid the conqueror to his naked 
captive; “ are you now fenfible of the judg- 
“ ment of God, and of the different rewards of 
« infidelity and obedience ?” « Alasl” replied 
Harmozan, “ I feel them too deeply. In the 
“ days of our common ignorance, we fought 
“ with the weapons of the flefli, and my nation 
was fuperior. God was then neuter; fince 
“ he has efpoufed your quarrel, you have fub- 
“ verted our kingdom and religion.” Oppreffed 
by this painful dialogue, the Perlian complained 
of intolerable thirll, but dilcovered fome appre- 
henfioris left he fliould be killed whilft he was 
drinking a cup of water. “Be of good courage,” 
faid the caliph, “ your life is fate till you have 
“ drank this water;” the crafty fiitrap accepted 
the afrurancc, and inftantly dallied tiie vafe 
againft the ground. Omar would have avenged 
the deceit ; but bis companions reprMented the 
fanftity of an oath ; and the fpeedy converfion 
of Harmozan entitled him not only to a free par- 

. don, 
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don, but even to a ftipend of two thoufand pieces c H A P. 
of gold. The adminiftration of Perfia was . , 

regulated by an adlual furvey of the people, . ■ 

the cattle, and the fruits of the earth’*; and 
this monument, which attefts the vigilance of 
the caliphs, might have inftrufited the philofo- 
phers of every age ”. 

The flight of Yezdegerd had carried him Death of 
beyond the Oxus, and as far as the Jaxartes, two 
rivers’-* of ancient and modern renown, whicli a.d.«5i. 
defcend from the mountains of India towards the 


Calpian Sea. He was hofpitably entertained by 
Tarkhan, Prince of Fargana”, a fertile province 
on the Jaxartes : the King of Samarcand, with 
the Turkiih tribes of Sogdiana and Scythia, were 
moved by the lamentations and promifes of the 
fallen monarch ; and he folicited, by afuppliant 
erabafly, the more folid and powerful friendfhip 
of the Fmperor of China The virtuous Tait- 


After the con(|ueft of Perfia, Theoplianes adds, ciVTto Se to 
sasXsujTEV Ou/xapoj ixvix^pc&(pnvixt rm vt avrov otxs^jueyjjv. sysVETO h 

r! ccvoiypci'pn xxt ixyOpioTX'V xcci (Chronograph, p. 283.)* 

Amidfi: our meagre relations, I muft regret, that D’Herbelot has 
not found and ufed a Perfian tranfiation of Tabari, enriched, as he 
fays, with many extracSls from the native hiftorians of the Ghebers or 
Magi (Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 1014.). 

The mofi; authentic accounts of the two rivers, the Sihon 
(Jaxartes), and the Gihon (Oxus), may be found in Sherif ai Edrifi 
Geograph, i^^ublens. p. 138.), Abulfeda (Defcript. Chorafan. in 
Hudfon, tom. iii. p. 23.), Abulghazi Khan, who reigned on their 
banks (Hill. Genealogique des Tatars, p. 32, 57. 766.), and the 
Turkiih GeGgrapher, a MS. in the King of France^s library (Examen. 
Critique des Hiftoriens d’ Alexandre, p. 194— 360,). 

The territory of Fergana is defcribed by Abulfeda, p. 76, 77. 
Eo redegit angufiiarum eimdem regem exfulem, ut Turcici regis 
et Sogdiana, et Sineiifis, auxilia raifiis Eteris implorarft (Abuifed. 
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CHAP, fong ”, the firft of the dynafty of the Tang, may 

^ be juftly compared with the Antonines of Rome: 

his people enjoyed the blcffings of profperity and 
peace ; and his dominion was acknowledged by 
forty-four hords of the Barbarians of Tartary. 
His lall garrifons of Cafligar, and Khoten main- 
tained a frequent intereourfe with their neigh- 
bours of the Jaxartes and Oxus: a I’ecent colony 
of Perfians had introduced into China the 
aftronomy of the Magi ; and Taitfong might be 
alanned by the rapid progrefs and dangerous 
vicinity of the Arabs. The influence, and pei’- 
haps the fupplies of China revived the hopes 
of Yezdegerd and the zeal of the worfliippers 
of hre ; and he I'etnrned with an army of Turks 
to conquer the inheritance of his fathers. The 
fortunate Moflems, without unfheathing their 
fwords, were the lpe6tators of his ruin and 
death. The grandfon of Chofroes was betrayed 
by his fervant, infulted by the feditious inha- 
bitants of Merou, and opprelfed, defeated, and 
purfued, by his Barbarian allies. He reached 
the banks of a river,- and ofiered his rings and 
bracelets for an iilftant palfage in a miller’s boat. 
Ignorant or infenfible of royal diftrefs, the ruftic 
replied, that four drains of filver were the daily 
protit of his mill, and that he would not fufpend 
his work unlefs the lofs were repaid. In this 

Anna!, p. 74.). The connekSHoii of the Perfian and Chinefe hiilory ig 
iHuftrated by Freret (Mem* de FAcademie, tom. xvi. p*a45— 3^55.) 
and de Guigiies (Hift. des Hnnsj tom.ii. p* 54— -59.) and for the 
geography of the borders, tom. ii. p. I— 43. 

Hilt. Sinica, p. 41— -46. in the iiid part of the Relations Curienfeg 
©f Thevenot. 

moment 
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moment of liefitation and delay, the laft of the 
Saffanian kings was overtaken and flaughtered 

by the Turkifti cavalry, in the nineteenth year of 
his unhappy reign*'. His fon Firuz, aii humble 

client of the Chinefe emperor, accepted the Ita- 

tion of captain of his guards ; and the Magian 

worfliip was long preferved by a colony of loyal 
exiles in the province of Bucharia. His grand- 
Ibn inherited the regal name ; but after a faint 
and fruitlefs enterprife, he returned toChina, and 

ended his days in the palace of Sigan. The male 

line of the Saffanides was extina ; but the female 
captives, the daughters of Perfia, were given to 
the conquerors in fervitude, or marriage ; and 
the race of the caliphs and imams was ennobled 
by the blood of their royal mothers^®. 

After the fall ofthe Perfian kingdora, the river 

Oxus divided the territories of the Saracens and ■j'ranfoxi- 
of the Turks. This narrow boundary was ifoon ana, A.D. 
overleaped by the fpirit of the Arabs: tlie 
governors of Ghorafan extended theii fucceffive 
fnroads ; and one of their triumphs was adorned 
with the bufkin of a Turkifli queen, which fire 
dropt in her precipitate flight beyond the hills 

38 1 have endeavoured toliarmonize the various narratives of Elmadn 
(Hift. Saracen, p. 37.), Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p.116.), Abulfeda (An- 
nal. p. 74. 79.). and D’Herbelot (p. 485.)* The end oi Yezdegerd 
was not only unfortunate but obfcure. ^ _ 

Tbe two daughters of Yezdegerd married Hafl^> the fon of Ah* 
and Mohammed, the fon of Abubeker ; and the firft of thefe vi-as the- 
father of a numerous progeny. The daughter of Phironz became the 
wife of the Caliph Wahd, and their fon Herid. derived his genuine or 
fabulous defeent from the Chofroes of Perfla, the Csefars of Rome, and 
the Chagans of the Turks or Avars (D’Herbdot, Bibliot. Orioitale, 

p.96.4870* of 
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of Bochara''®. But the final conqueft of Tranfoxi- 
ana*^', as well as of Spain, was referved for the 
glorious reign of the inactive Walid ; and the 
name of Catibah, the camel driver, declares the 
origin and merit of his fuccefsful lieutenant. 
While one of his colleagues difplayed the firfl 
Mahometan banner on the banks of the Indus, 
the Ipacious regions between the Oxus, the 
Jaxartes, and the Calpian Sea, were reduced by 
the arms of Catibah to the obedience of the 
prophet and of the caliph A tribute of two 
millions of pieces of gold was impofed on the 
infidels : their idols were burnt or broken : the 
Mufulman chief pronounced a fermon in the new 
mofch of Carizme: after , feveral battles, the 
Turkifh hords were driven back to the defert ; 
and the emperors of China folicited the friend- 
Ihip of the vidtorious Arabs. To their induftry, 
the prolperity of the province, the Sogdiana of 
the ancients, may in a great raeafure be afcribed ; 


It was valued at aooo pieces of gold? and was the prize of Obei- 
dollah the fon of Ziyad, a name afterw’’ards infamous by the murder of 
Hofein (Ockley’s Hiftory of the Saracens, voLii, p. 142, 143,)* His 
i^brother Salem was accompanied by his wife, the firfl Arabian woman 
(A. D. 680), who pafled the Oxus : fhe borrowed, or rather Hole, the 
crown and jewels of the Princefs of the Sogdians (p.asi, %32.y 

A part of Abulfeda^s geography is tranflated by Greaves, inferted 
in Hudfon’s colledlion of the minor geographers (tom. Hi*), and en^ 
titled, Defcriptio Chorafraise et M.a<waralnahr^e^ id eft, regionum extra 
fluvium, Oxum, p‘8o. The name of Trans-'oxiana^ fofter in found, 
equivalent in fenfe, is aptly ufed by Petit de la Croix (Hifl. de Gengif*. 
can, &c.}j and fome modern Orlentalifis, but they are miflaken in , 
afcribing it to thewTiters of antiquity. 

The conquefls of Catibah are faintly marked by Elmacin (Hifl. 
Saracen, p. 84.), D’Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient. Catbah^ Samarca7id% 
IW/V), and de Guigues (Hifl.des Huns, tom. i. p.585 59.). 

■ w. - but 
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but the advantages of the foil and climate had c ha P. 
been underftood and cultivated fince the reign 
of the Macedonian kings. Before the invafion 
of the Saracens, Carizme, Bocara, and Samar- 
cand, were, rich and populous under the yoke of 
the fliepherds of the north. Thefe cities were 

furrounded with a double wall; and the exterior 
fortification, of a larger circumference, inclofed 

the fields and gardens of the adjacent diftiia. 

The mutual wants of India and Europe were 
fupplied by the diligence of the Sogdian mei- 

chants; andtheinellimable artpfW^^ 

linen into paper, has been difiufed from the 
manufaaure of Samarcand over the weftern 

Th Nofoonerhad Abubekerreft^^^^^^^^ ^ 

of faith and government, than he difpatdied a 
circular letter to the Arabian tribes. 

« name of the moft merciful God; to the reft of 
the true believers. Health and happinefs, an 

“ the mercy and blefling of God be upon you. 

« praife the moft high God, and I pray for his 
« prophet Mahomet. This is to acquaint you, 

“ that I intend to fend the true believers into 
Syria^'’ to take it out of the hands of the 

„ A d.fcHpf,on .f i. 

^ » 

SuS„^>d,A.H. 30,.- “■“‘"“SS'JJS 

Mecca, A.H. 88. The Efcurlal library contains paper Mot.. 

aic 0 .. 5 ™ -d ota..iol« of 


380 

CHAR 

LL 


THi j&teGLOTE AND FALL 

“ infidels. And I would feave you kaow, that 
“ the fighting for religion is an a6l of obedience 
“ to God.’* His meifengers returned with the 
tidings of pious and martial ardour which they 
had kindled in every province ; and the camp of 
Medina was fucceffively filled with the intrepid 
bands of the Saracens who panted for asSlion, 
complained of the heat of the feafon and the 
fcarcity of ptovifions; and accufed wdth im- 
patient murmurs the delays of the caliph. As 
ibon as their numbers were complete, Abiibeker 
afcended the hill, reviewed the men, the horfes, 
and the arms, and poured forth a fervent prayer 
for the fuccefs of their undertaking. In perfon 
and on foot, he accompanied the firft day’s 
march; and when the blufliing leaders attempted 
to difmount, the caliph removed their fcruples by 
a declaration, that thofe who rode, and thofe who 
walked, in thefervice of religion, were equally 
meritorious. His inftru6tions^* to the chiefs 
of the Syrian army, were infpired by the war- 
like fanaticifm which advances to feize, and af- 
fe61:s to defpife, the objects of earthly ambition. 

lias the double ixietit of autiquky and copioufnefs. His tales and tradi-^ 
tions afford an artlels pidture of the men and the times. Yet his 
narrative is too often defedtive, trifling, and improbable. Till fome*^ 
thing better fhall befound, his learned and fpirited interpreter (Ockley, 
in his hiftory of the Saracens, vol. i. p. ai — will .not deferve the 
petulant animadverfion of Reifke (Prodidagmata ad Hagji Chalifas Ta« 
bulas, p. ^36.). I am ferry to think that the labours of Ockley were 
confumihated in a jai! (fee his two prefaces to the jft voL A.D. ly oSj 
to the 2d, 1718, with the lift of authors at the. end). 

The inftrudfions, &c. of the Syrian war, are deferibed by A 1 
Wakidi and Ockley, tom. i. p.22 — 27, te. In the fequel it is ne-» 
ceffary to contradl, and needlefs to quote, their qircumftantiai narra-. 
tive. My obligations to othmihall be noticed. 

« Remember,’* 
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Rememberj” faid the fuccelfor of the prophet, chap. 
that you are always in the prefence of God, 
on the verge of death, in the affurance of 
judgment, and the hope of paradife. Avoid 
injuftice and oppreffion ; confult with your 
brethren, and ftiidy to preferve the love and 
confidence of your troops. When you fight 
the battles of th? Lord, acquit yourfelves like 
men, without turning your backs; but let 
not your victory be flained with the blood of 
women or children. Deftroy no palm-trees, 
nor burn any fields of corn. Cut down no 
fruit-trees, nor do any mifchief to cattle, only 
fuch as you kill to eat. When you make any 
covenant or article. Hand to it, and be as 
good as your word. As you go on, you will 
find fome religious perfons who live retired 
in monafteries, and propofe to themfelves to 
ferve God that way: let them alone, and 
neither kill them nor deftroy their monaf- 
teries'*'* ; and you will find another fort of peo- 
ple that belong to the fynagogue of Satan, 
who have fliaven crowns'*^; be fure you 
cleave their flcull.s, and give them no quarter 
till they either turn Mahometans or pay tri- 


Notwithftandmg this precept? M. Pauw (Recherches far les Egpp- 
tiensj p. 192. edit. Laufanne) reprefents the Bedoweens asth$ 

impiacable enemies of the Chriftian monks. For my own part I am 
more inclined to fufpe< 5 t the avarice of the Arabian robbers? and the 
prejudices of the German phiiofopher. 

Even in the feventh centmy? the monks were generally laymen ; 
they wore their hair long and difhevelled? and lhaved their heads when 
they were ordained pnefis. The circular tonfnre was facred and myf- 
terious: it was the crown of thorns;' butitwas likewife a royal diadem# 
and every prieft was a king?&c.' (Thomafiin? Difcipline de iTglife? 
tom. u 721—758.1 efpecially p, 737? 738.)* ' ■ : - ’ 
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“ bute.” All profane or frivolous conveiiation ; 
all dangerous recollefilion of ancient quarrels, 
■was feverely probibited among the Arabs : in 
the tumult of a camp, the exercifes of religion 
were affiduoufly pradtifed ; and the intervals of 
afilion were employed in prayer, meditation, 
and the ftudy of the Koran. The abufe, or 
even the ufe, of wine was chaftifed by fourfcore 
ftrokes on the foies of the feet, and in tlie fer- 
vour of their primitive zeal many fecret llnners 
revealed theit fault, and folicited their punifli- 
ment. After fome hefitation, the command of 
the Syrian army was delegated to Abu Obeidah, 
one of the fugitives of Mecca, and companions 
of Mahomet; whofe zeal and devotion were 
affuaged, without being abated, by the lingular 
mildnefs and benevolence of his temper. But 
in all the emergencies of war, the foldiers de- 
manded the fuperior genius of Caled ; and who- 
ever might be the choice of the prince, the 
(if God VtSLS hoi\\ in fadl and fame the 
foremoll leader of the Saracens, He obeyed 
without reludlance ; he was confulted without 
jealoufy; and fuch was the Ipirit of the man, or 
rather of the times, that • Caled profeffed his 
readinefs to ferve under the banner of the faith, 
though it were in the hands of a child or an 
enemy. Glory, and riches, and donpnion, w-ere 
indeed promiied to the vielorious Mufulman ; 
but he 'wms carefully inllrudled, that if the goods 
of this life were his only incitement, they likewife 
would be his only reward. 

One of the fifteen provinces of Syria, the 
cultivated lands to the eaftward of the Jordan, 

I had 
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had been decorated by Roman vanity with the c H A p; 
name of ; and the firft arms of the . 

Saracens were jnftified by the femblance of a 
national right. The country was enriched by 
the various benefits of trade; by the vigilance 
of the emperors it was covered with a line of 
forts ; and the populous cities of Gerafa, Phila- 
delphia, and Bofra"*’, were fecure at lead from 
a furprife, by the folid llru6lure of their walls. 

The iaft of thefe cities was the eighteenth Ra- 
tion of Medina: the road was familiar to the 
caravans of Hejaz and Irak, who annually vifited 
j this plenteous market of the province and the 

defert : the perpetual jealoufy of the Arabs had 
trained the inhabitants to arms; and twelve 
1 thoufand horfe could fally from the gates of 

Bofra, an appellation which fignifies, in the Sy- 
riac language, a ftrong tower of defence. En- 
couraged by their firft fuccefs againft the open 
towns and flying parties of the borders, a de- 
tachment of four thoufand Moflems prefumed to 
fummon and attack the fortrefs of Bofra. They 
were oppreffed by the numbers of the Syrians : 
they were faved by the prefence of Caled, with 
4 fifteen hundred horfe : he blamed the enterprife, 

rellored the battle, and refcued his friend, the 

Arabia eft conferta, ex alio latere Nabatliseis coiitigiia; opima 
varietate commerciorum? caftrifqiie oppleta validis et caftellis, qiise ad 
repelleiidos gentium vicinarum excurfusj folicitudp perviget 
pro..opportuiios faltos erexit et cautos. , Ammian* Marcellin. xiv. 3. 

Reland* Paleftiii., tom. u p. 85? 86..^ ■ 

49 ^jth.Gerafa and P.biUdelpliia, Animiannsprairestiie fortifications 
of Bofra firmitate cautiffimas, They deferved the fame praife in the lime 
of Abulfeda;(T abul. SyrijCj' p. 9 whodefcribes this city, the metropolis' 

:<of Hawran (Auranitis, four days journey, from. Damaft us. The He- 
brew etymology I learn from RekndiPaieftm. tom. ii. p. 666. 

venerable 
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venerable Serjabil, who had vainly invoked the 
unity of God and the promifes o± the apoftle. 
After a fhort repofe, the Mofleins pei'formed 
their ablutions with fand inftead of water^'^*, and 
the morning prayer was recited by Caled before 
they mounted on horfeback. Confident in tlieu 
ftrength, the people of Bofra threw open their 
gates, drew their forces into the plain, and fwore 
to die in the defence of their religion. But a 
relio'ion of peace was incapable of withfland- 
ing the fanatic cry of “ Fight, fight ! Paradife, 

« paradife 1” that re-echoed in the ranks of the 
Saracens ; and the uproar of the town, the 
ringing of bells'', and the exclamations of the 
priefls and monks, incrcafed the difmay and 
diforder of the Chriftians. With the lofs 
of two hundred and thirty men, the Arabs 
remained mailers of the field; and the lam- 
parts of Bofra, in expeaation of human or 
divine aid, were crowded with holy croffes 
and confecrated banners. The governor Ro- 
manus had recommended an early fubmiffion ; 
defpifed by the people, and degraded from his 
office, he ftill retained the defire and opportunity 

S" Tlie apoftle of a defert, and an army, was obliged to allow this 
ready fuccedaneum for water (Koran, caii. p- 66. c. v. p. 83.); but the 
Arabian and Perfian cafuifts have embarrafted his free permiffionwith 
many niceties and dlftin^dons (Reland de Relig. Mohammed. 1 . 1» 
p. 8a, 83. Chardin, Voyages en Perfe, tom. iv.). 

SI The hells rung lOzldtjy vol. i. p.38. Yet Imuch doubt whether 
this expreffioix can be juftified by the text of A 1 Wakidi, or the praaice 
of the times. Ad Grsecos, fays the learned Ducange (Gloffar. med. et 
infim. Grsecitat. tom. i. p* 774-) campanarum ufus ferius tranftt et etiam 
num rariffimus eft. The oldeft example which he cm find in the By- 
zantine Walters is of the year 1040; but the Venetians pretend, that 
they introduced bells at Conftantinople in the ixth century. 

■ ‘ 2 ■■■\ T:. '■■'of 
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of revenge. In a no6laTnal interview, he in- CHAP, 
formed the enemy of a fubterraneous paffage 
from his houfe under the wall of the city ; the ' 
fon of the caliph, with an hundred volunteers, 
wer-e committed to the faith of this new ally, 
and their fucoelsful intrepidity gave an ealy en- 
trance to their companions. After Claled had 
impofed the terms of fervitude and tribute, the 
apollate or convert avowed in the affembly of 
the people his meritorious treafon. I renounce 
“your fociety,” faid Romanus, “ both in this 
“ world, and the world to come. And I deny 
him that was crucified, and whofoever worftiips 
“ him. And I chufe God for my Lord, Iflam 
“ for my faith, Mecca for my temple, the Mot 
“ lems for my brethren, and Mahomet ftr my 
“ prophet ; whowas fent to lead us into the right 
“ way, and to exalt the true religion infpite of 
“ tlrofe who join partners with God.” 

Tlie conquefl of Bofra, four days journey from Siege of 
Daraafcus'"', encouraged the Arabs to befiege the 
aneient capital of Syria'^ At forae diftance from 
the walls, they encamped among the groves and 


Damafcus is amply defcribed by tlie Sherif a! Edrifi (Geograpk. 
Nub. p. itSj 117.) ; and Ins tranflator, Sionita (Appendix? c. 4.) ; 
Abulfeda (Tabula Syrise, p. iqo.); Scliultens (Index? Geograpln ad 
Vit. Saladin.); Dllerbelot (Bibliot. Orient- ;p.S9i.); Thevenot (Voy- 
age du Levants part. i. p. 688 — -698.) ; Maiindrell (Journey from 
Aleppo to Jerufalem, p. 5 and Pocock (Defcription of the 

Eaff? vpI-H. P-IJ7 — 

S3 Nobiiffima ch’-itas? fays JiiEin, A^cl>r<iing to tba ^fiental tra- 
dition's, it was older than Abrabam or ‘Senfelramis. ■ Jofeph,. 

Jud. LL C.6, 7- p- 29. edit. Havercamp. JirHin. xxxvi. 3- 
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fountains 


^86 the e^ecline and fall 

CHAP, fountains of that delicious territory and the 
ullial option of the Mahometan faith, of tribute 
or of war, was propofed to the refolute citizens, 
■who had been lately ftreugthened by a rein- 
forcement of five tiiouland Greeks. In the de- 
cline as in the infancy of the inilitaiy art, an 
hoftile defiance was frequently offered and ac- 


cepted by the generals themfelves “ : many a 

lance was fhivered in the plain of Damafcus, and 

the perfonal prowefs of Caled was fignalized in 
the firft fally of the befieged. After an obfti- 
nate combat, he had overthrown and made pri- 
foner one of the Chriflian leaders, a flout and 
worthy antagonift. He inftantly mounted a frefh 
'horfe, the gift of the governor of Palmyra, and 
pufhed forwards to the front of the battle, “ lle- 
“ pofe yourfelf for a moment,” laid his friend 

Derar, “ and permit me to fupply your place : 
“ your are fatigued with fighting with this dog.” 
« O Derar 1” replied the indefatigable Saracen, 
‘c we fliall refl in the world to come. He that 

“ .labours to-day fhall reft to- morrow.” With the 

ju£yir>iv roiq 7 b (X> 7 ik 0 i^ <rv{/^Tc&cnv owv 

jcat vmv Kai KOi^ ^ 

jiai wjcftjcray, &c.> Julian. epift.xxiv* p. 39a-. Thefe 

I fplendid epithets are occafioned by the figs of Damafcnsj of which the 

author fends an hundred to his friend Serapion, and this rhetorical 
theme is inferted by Petavius? Spanheim> &c* (p. 390 — 39 ^') 
the genuine epiftles of Julian. How could they overlook that the writer 
is an inhabitant of Damafcus (he thrice affirms? that this peculiar fig 
grows only a city which Julian never entered or appAached ? 

Voltaire? who calls a keen and Evely glance over the furface of 
hifiory? has been Itruck with the relemblance of the, firft Mollems 
■ and the heroes of the Iliad 5 the fiege of Troy and' that of Damafcus 
^ / (Hifl. Generate? tom. i. p- 348.)* 


fame 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

fame unabated ardour, Caled anfwered, encoun- 
tered and vanquiflred a fecond champion ; and 
the heads of his two captives who refufed to 
abandon their religion, were indignantly hurled 
into the midft of the city. The event of fome 
general and partial actions reduced the Daraaf- 
cenes to a clofer defence: but a meffenger whom 
they dropt from the walls, returned with the 
proraifeof fpeedy and powerful fuccour,and their 
tumultuous joy conveyed the intelligence to the 
camp of the Arabs. After fome debate it was 
refolved by the generals to raife, or rather to ful- 
pend, the fiege of Damafcus, till they had given 
battle to the forces of the Emperor. In the re- 
treat, Caled would have chofen the more perilous 
ftation of the rear-guard ; he modeftly yielded to 
the wilhes of Abu Obeidah. Butin the hour of 
danger he flew to the refcue of his companion, 
who was rudely prefied by a fally offix thoufand 
horfe and ten thoufand foot, and few among the 
Chriflians could relate at Damafcus the circum- 
llances of their defeat. The importance of the 
conteft required the junction of the Saracens, 
who were difperfed on the frontiers of Syria and 
Paleftinej and I fliall tranfcribe one of the circu- 
lar mandates which was addreffed to Amrou, 
the future conqueror of Egypt. “ In the name 
“ of the moil merciful God : from Caled to Am- 
“ rou, health and happinefs. Know that thy 
“ brethren the Moflems defign to march to 
“ Aiznadin, where there is an army of feventy 
“ thoufand Greeks, who purpofe to come againft 
us, that they may extingmjh the light of God with 
c c 3 “ their 
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« their mowffiS f hit God preferveth his light in 
“ fpite of the ii^dels>\ As foon therefore as this 
“ letter of mine thall be delivered to thy hands, 

“ come with thofe that are with thee to Aizna- 
« din, where thou flialt find us if it pleafe the 
“ moft high God.” The fummons were cheer- 
fully obeyed, and the forty-five thoufand Mof- 
lems who met on the fame day, on the fame fpot, 
afcribed to the bleffing of Providence the efie6ls 
of their activity and zeal. 

About four years after the triumphs of the 
Perfian war, the repofe of Heraclius and the em- 
pire was again diftui’bed by a new enemy, the 
power of whofe religion was more ftrongly felt 
than it was clearly nnderflood by the Chriftians 
of the Eaft. In his palace of Conftantinople or 
Antioch, he was awakened by the invafion of 
Syria, the lofs of Bofra, and the danger of Damaf- 
cus. An army of feventy thoufand veterans, or 
new levies, was afTembledat Hems or Einefa, un- 
der the command of his general Werdan”; and 
thefe troops, confifting chiefly of cavalry, might 
be indifferently flyled either Syrians, or Greeks, 
orEoroans: Syrimis, from the place of their 

Thefe wgrdp are the text of the Koran? c. ix, Ixi. 8. Like 
our fanatics of the lafl: century, the Moflems, on every familiar or 
important occafion, fpoke the language of the'tr fcriptures 1 a ftyle 
more natural in their mpuths, than the Hebrew idiom tranfplantej 
into the climate and dialedl of Britain* 

57 The name of Werdaa is unknown to Theophanes, and, though 
It might belong to an .Armenian chief, has very little of a Greek afpedl 
or found. .If the Byzantine hifbrians have mangled the Oriental 
names, the Arabs, in this inftance, Ukewife have taken ample revenge 
on their enemies. In tranfpofing the Greek charaiSler from right to 
left, might they nqt produce, from the familiar application of 
fometbing like the anagi*am Werdmi ^ 

. 14 : birtli 
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Birth or warfare j Greehs, from the religion and c ha p. 
language of their fovereign ; and Romans, fi-bm . , 

the proud appellation'which was Hill profaned 
by the lucceflbrs of Conftantine. Oh the plain 
ofAiznadin, as Werdan rode on a white mule 

decorated with gold chains, and fuiTounded with 

enfigns and ftandards, he was furprifed By the 
near approach of a fierce and naked Warrior, 
who had' undertaken to view the date of the 
enemy. The adventurous valour of Derar was 
inlpired, and has perhaps been adorned, by the 
enthufiafm of his age and country. The hatred 

of the Chriftians, the love of fpoil, and the con- 
tempt of danger, were the ruling paffions of the 
audacious Saracen ; and the profpe^l of inftant 
death could never fliake his religious confidence, 

01 ruffle tne calranefs of his refblutloni of even 
fufpend the rank and martial pleafkntty of hi§ 
humour. In the mod hopeleft ehterprifeS, he 
was bold, and prudent;, and fortunate ; after iiliiu- 
meiable hazards, after being thrice a*prifbner in 
the hands of the infidels, he dill furvived to relate 
the aichiev einents, and to enjoy the rewards, of 
the Syrian conqued. On this occafion, his Angle 
lance maintained a flying fight againd thirty 
Romans, who were detached by Werdan ; and 

after killing or unhorfingfeventeen of their num- 
ber, Derar returned in fafefcy to his applauding 
brethren. When his raflinefs was mildly cen- 
furedby the general; he eXcufed hirrifelf with 
the fimplicity of a foldier. “Nay,” faid Detbr, 

“ I did not begin fird : but they csaine oSt to 
“ take me, and I was afraid that Grod'fhould fee 
“me turn my back : and indeed I fought in 

^ 3 “ good ■ 
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** good earnefl, and without doubt God aflifted 
“ me againft them ; and had I not been appre- 
« henfive of difobeying your orders, I fliould 
“ not have come away as I did j and 1 perceive 
“ already that they will fail into our hands.” In 
the prefence of both armies, a venerable Greek 
advanced from the ranks with a liberal offer of 
peace; and the departure of the Saracens would 
have been purchafed by a gift to each foldier, of 
a turban, u robe, and a piece of gold ; ten robes, 
and an hundred pieces to their leader ; one hun- 
dred robes, and a thoufand pieces to the caliph.^ 
A fmile of indignation expreffed the refufal oi 
Caled. ■ « Ye Chriftian dogs, you know your 
" option : the koran, the tribute, or the fword. 
“ We are a people whole delight is in ivar, rather 
“ than in peace ; and we defpife your pitiful alms, 
** fince we fliall be i|)eedily mafters of your 
“ wealth, your families, and your perfons.” 
Notwithftanding this apparent difdain, he was 
deeply confcious of the public danger : thofe 
- who had been in Perfia, and hadfeen the armies 
of Chofroes, confeffed that they never beheld 
more formidable ai-ray. From the fuperiority of 
the enemy, the artful Saracen derived a frefh 
incentive of courage : “ You fee before you,” 
faid he, “ the united force of the Romans, you 
“ cannot hope to efcape, but you may conquer 
“ Syria in a Angle day. The event depends on 
“your difcipline and patience. Referve your- 
“ felves till the evening. It was in the evening 
« that the prophet was accuflomed to vanquifh.” 
During two fucceflive engagements, his tempe- 
rate 
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rate finunefs fuflained the darts of the enemy, CHAP, 
and the murmurs of his troops. At length, when 
the fpirits and quivers of the adverfe line were 
almoft exhauftedi Caled gave the fignal of onfet 
and victory. The remains of the Imperial army 
fled to Antioch, or Caefarea, or Damafcus ; and 
the death of four hundred and feventy Moflems 
was c’ompenfated by the opinion that they had 
fent to hell above fifty thoufand of the infidels. 

The Ipoil was ineftimable ; many banners and 
erodes of gold and filver, precious ftbnes, filver 
and gold chains, and innumerable fuits of the 
richeft armour and apparel. The general diftri- 
bution "was poftponed till Damafcus fliould be 
taken ; but the feafonable fupply of arms became 
the inftrument of new victories. The glorious 
intelligence was tranfmitted to the throne of the 
caliph, and the Arabian tribes, the coldeft or 
moll hoftile to the prophet’s miflion, were eager 
and importunate to fliare the harveft of Syria. 

The lad tidings were carried to Damafcus by The Arabs 
the fpeed of grief and terror j and the inhabitants 
beheld from their walls the return of the heroes 
of Aiznadin. Amrou led the van at the head of 
nine thoufand horfe : the bands of the Saracens 
fucceeded each other in formidable review ; and 
the rear v/as clofed by Caled in perfon, w'ith the 
llandard of. the black eagle. To the activity of 
Derar he entrutted the coramiffion of patroling 
round the city with two thoufand horfe, of fcour- 
ing the plain, and of intercepting all fuccour or 
intelligence. The reft of the Arabian chiefs 
were fixed in their refpedlive ftations before the 
' ■ c c 4 . feven 





feven gates of IMinafcus j and the fiege was 
renewed with fi^ih vigour and confidence. The 
art, the labour, the military engines, of the 
Greeks and Romans are feldom to be found in 
the Ample, though fuccefsful, operations of the 
Saracens: it was fufficient for them to inveft a 
city with arms, rather than with trenches ; to 
repel the fallies of the befieged; to attempt a 
fti'atagem or an aflault j or to expedl the progrefs 
of famine and difcontent. Damafcus would have 
acquiefced in the trial of Aiznadin, as a final and 
peremptory fentence between the Emperor and 
the caliph ; her courage was rekindled by the 
example and author!^ of Thomas, a noble Greek, 
illuftrious in a piyvate condition by the alliance 
of Heraclius^®. Tie tumult and- illumination of 
the night proclaimed the deflgn of the morning 
fally ; and the Chriflian hero, who affefted to de- 
i^ife the euthufiafra of the Arabs, employed the 
refource of a fimilar fuperflition. At the principal 
gate, in the fight of both armies, a lofty crucifix 
was erected ; the bifliop, with his clergy, accom- 
panied the march, and laid the volume of the New 
Teftament before the image of Jefus ; and the 
contending parties were fcandalifed or edified by 
a prayer, that the fon of God would defend his 
fervants and vindicate his truth. The battle 
raged with inceflknt fury ; and the dexterity of 

Vanity prompted t 3 ie Arabs to believe, tliat Tfipmas was tlie fon“ 
in*law of tbe Emperor., We know tlie-'cliiMren of ' Heraciius by bk , 
two wives ; and Ms augufi dmghttv would not bave married in exile 
at Damafcus (fee Ducange, Earn. By2antim p, ii8, 119.). Hadhe 
!»ea iefs religious^ I iMgbt.only iulpedt tbe/leglto the damfet 

Thomas, 
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Thomas ”, an incomparable archer, was fatal to c H A P, 
the boldeft Saracens, till their death was revenged . ■ 

by a female heroine. The wife of Aban, who had 
followed him to the holy war, embraced her ex- 
piring hufband. “ Happy^” faid' flie, “ happy 
“ art thon, my d^e? Fthou arb gone to thy Lord 
“ who firft joined us together, and tlien- parted us 
“ afunder. I will revenge thy deaths and endea- 
“ vour to the utmoft of my power to come to the 
“ place where thou art, faecaufe I love thee. 

“ Henceforth (hall no man ever touch me more, 

“ for I have dedicated myfelf to the fervice of 
“ God.” Without a groan, without a tear, Ihe 
walhed the corpfe of her hulband, and buried him 
with the ufual rites. Then grafping the manly 
weapons, which in her native land Ihe was ac- 
cuftomed to wield, the intripid widow of Abam 
fought the place where his murdejrer fought in' 
the thickell of the battle. Her firft' arrow pierced 
the hand of his flandard-bearer : her fecond 
wounded Thomas in the eye ; and the fainting 
Chriftians no longer beheld their enfign or their 
leader. Yet the generous champion of Damafcus 
refufed to withdraw to his palace : his wound was 
drefled on the rampart ; the fight was continued 
till the evening ; and the Syrians relied on their 
arms. In the filence of the night, the fignal was 
given by a llroke on the great bell; the gates 
were thrown open, and each gate dilcharged an 
impetuous column on the fleeping camp of the 

A! Wakidi (OcHey, p.soi.) fays, “witli poilbned arrows 
but this favage invention is fo repugnant to the pradlice of the Greeks 
and. Romans, that I mull fufpedt, on this occafioiijtlie malevolent ere- 
jiulity of the Sara«iiSe ' " ' 


Saracens. 
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Saracens. Caled was the firft; in arms ; at the hear! 
of four hundred horfe he flew to the poft of dan- 
ger, and the tears trickled down his iron cheeks, 
as he uttered a fervent ejaculation ; “ O Godl 
“ who never fleepell, look upon thy iervants, and 
“ do not deliver them into the hands of their 
“ enemies.’* The valour and vidloiy of Thomas 
were ar relied by the prefence of tXie&wordofGod; 
with the knowledge of the peril, the Moflems re- 
covered their ranks, and charged the affailants in 
the flank and rear. After the lofs of thoufands, 
the Chriftian general retreated with a figh of 
defpair, and the purfuit of thfe Saracens was 
checked by the military engines of the rampart. 

After a fiege of feventy days ®°5 the patience, 
and perhaps the provifions, of the Daraafcenes 
were exhaufted ; and the bravefl of their chiefs 
fubmitted to the hard dictates of neceflity. In 
the occurrences of peace and war, they had been 
taught to dread the fiercenefs of Caled, and to 
revere the mild virtues of Abu Obeidah. At the 
hour of midnight, one hundred chofen deputies of 
the clergy and people were introduced to the tent 
of that venerable commander. He received and 
difmiffed them with courtefy. They returned with 

Abulfeda allows only feventy days for the liege of Damafcus 
(Annal. Modem, p, 67. verf. Reilke) ; *but Elmacin, who mentions 
this opinion, prolongs the term to fix months, and notices the life of 
halljla by th,e Saracens (Hift. Saracen, p. %$« 3 a.). Even this longer 
period is infufficient to fill the interval between the battle of Aiznadin 
(July, A.D. 633.) and the acceffion of Omar (%4 July, , 
to whofe reign the eonquefi: of Damafcus is unanimoufly afcribed 
(A! Wakidi, apud Ockley, ‘voL i. p. 115. Abulpharagiiis, Dynaft. 
p. 11%. verf. Focock). Perhaps, as in the Trojan war, the operations 
were interrupted by excurfions and detachments, till the lail feventy 
days of the fiege. 

a written 
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a written agreement, on the faith of a companion c H 
of Mahomet, that all hoftilities ftiould ceafe} that , — 
the voluntary emigrants might depart in fafety, 
with as much as they could carry away of their 
etfeasj and that the tributary fubjeas of the 
caliph fhould enjoy their lands and houfes, with 
the ufe and poffeffion of feven churches. On thefe 
terras, the moft refpeaable hoftages,and thega e 
nearefl to his camp, were delivered into his 

hands: his foldiers imitated the moderation of 

their chief ; and he enjoyed the fubmiffive gra- 
titude of a people whom he had refcued from 
deftruaion. But the fuccefs of the treaty had re- 
laxed their vigilance, and in the fame 
the oppofite quarter of the city was betrayed an 
taken by affault. A party of an hundred Arabs 
had opened the eaftern gate to a more inexora- 
ble foe. “ No quarter,” cried the rapacious and 
fanguinary Gated, “ no quarter to the enemies 
« of the Lord:” his trumpets founded, and a 
torrent of Chriftian blood was poured down the 
ftreets.ofDamafcus. Whenhe reached the church 
of St Mary, he was aftonifhed and provoked by 
the peaceful afpea of his companions; their 
fwords were in the fcabbard, and they were fur- 
rounded by a multitude of priefts and monks. 
Abu Obeidah fainted the general; « God, laid 

he « has delivered the city into my hands by 
« way of furrender, and has faved the believers 
« the trouble of fighting.” « And am I not, 

replied the indignant Caled, “ am J not the 

“ lieutenant of the commander of the latthM r 
“ Have I not taken the city by doim. The 

« unbelievers fhallperifh by the fword. Fallon. ■ 

12 The 
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CHAP. The hungry andiferiitel* Arabs would have obeyed 

, I the’ welcome eomiEnand ; and l!)ainafcus was loft, 
if the benevolence of Abu Obeidah had not been 
fupported* by a decent and dignified firmnefs. 
Throwing hiinfelf between the trembling citizens 
and the moft eager of the Barbarians, he adjured 
them by the holy name of God, to refpe6l his 
promife, to fufpend their fury, and to wait the de-^ 
tenninationof their chiefs. The chiefs retired into 
the church ofSt,Mary; and after a vehement de- 
bate, Caled fubmitted in fome meafure to the rea- 
fon and authority of his colleague; who urged the 
lan6lity of a covenant, the advantage as well as 
the honour which theMoflems would derive from 
the punctual performance of their word, and the 
obftinate refiftance which they mull encounter 
from-the diftmft and delpair of the reft of the 
Syrian cities. It was agreed that the fword fhould 
belheathed, that the part ofDamafcus which had 
furrendered to Abu Obeidah, fliould be imme- 
diately entitled to the benefit of his capitulation, 
and that the final decifion lliouldibe referred 
to the juftice and wifdora of the caliph A 
large majority of the people accepted the terms 
of toleration and* tribute ; and Damafcus is 
ftill peopled by twenty thoufand Chriftians. 
But the valiant Thomas, and the free-born 
patriots* who hadrfought under his banner, era- 
braced the alternative of poverty and exile. In 
the adjacent meadow, a numerous encampment 

It appears from Abulfeda (p. 125.) and Elmacin (p.32.)? that 
this diftia( 51 :ion of the two parts of Damafcos was long remembered^ 
though not always refpe<Sled5 by the Mahometan fovereigns* See 
Bkewife Etttychius (AnnaL tom, ii, p. 3793380. 383.), 
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was formed of prieils and laymen, of foldiers and c H A P* 
citizens, of women and children : they collefiled, , 

with hafte and terror, their moft precious move- 
ables : and abandoned with loud lamentations, 
or filent anguifti, their native homes, and the 
pleafant banks of the Pharphar. The indexible 
foul of,Caled was not touched by the .%e(Slacle 
of their diftrefs ; he difputed with the Damaf 
cenes the property of a magazine of corn ; en- 
deavoured to exclude the garrifon from the be- 
nefit of the treaty j confented, with reluctance, 
that each of the fugitives Ihould arm himfelf 
with a fword, or a lance, or a bow ; and fternly 
declared, that, after a refpite of three days, they 
might be purfued and treated as the enemies of 
the Moflems. 

The paflion of a Syrian ycuth completed the Purfuit of 
i’uin.of the exiles of Damafcus. A uohloman of Dama- 
the city of the name of Jonas was betrothed 

to a wealthy maiden ; but her parents delayed the 
confummation of his nuptials, and their daughter 
was perfuaded to efcape with the man whom Ihe 
had cholen. They corrupted the nightly watch- 
men of the gate Keifan : the lover, who led the 
way, was encompafled by a fquadron of Arabs : 
but bis exclamatibn in the Greek tongue, “ the 

On the fate of thefe lovers, whom he names Phocyas and Eudo** 
cla, Mr. Hughes has bu.ilt the fiege of Damafcus, one of our moil po- 
pular tragedies, and which pofieffes the rare merit of blendipg nature 
and hiliory, the manners of the times, and the feelings of the heart. 

The foolifh delicacy of the players compelled him to foften the guilt 
of the hero and the defpair of the heroine. InEeadof-a bafe renegada, 

Phocyas ferves the Arabs as an honourable ally ; inltead of prompt- 
ing their purfuit, he flies to the fuccour of his countrymen, and after 
killing Calcd and Berar, is himfeif mortally wounded? and e?cpires in 
the prefence of Eudocia, who profeffes her refoliitioa to take the veil, 
at GonHandnople#. A frigid cata&’ophe I ■ ■ . ■ 


‘s bird 
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*' bird is taken,” admoniflied bis miftrefs to 
haften her return. In the prefence of Caled, and 
of death, the unfortunate Jonas profeffed his be- 
lief in one God and his Apollle Mahomet ; and 
continued, till the feafon of his niartyrdoin, to 
difcharge the duties of a brave and iincere Muful- 
man When the city was taken, he flew to the 

mon’aftery, where Eudocia had taken refuge; 

but the lover was forgotten ; the apoftate was 
fcorned ; Ihe preferred her religion to her coun- 
try ; and the juftice of Caled, tnough deaf to 
mercy, refufed to detain by force a male or fe- 
male inhabitant of Damafcus. Four days was 
the general confined to the city by the obliga- 
tion of the treaty, and the urgent cares of lus 
new conquBft. His appetite for blood an la 
pine would have been extinguifhed by the hope- 
lefs computation of time and diftance ; but he 
liflened to the importunities of Jonas, who affured 
him that the weary fugitives raig«t yet be over- 
taken. At the head of four thoulknd horle, in 
the difguife of Chriftian Arabs, Caled undertook 
the purfuit. They halted only for the moments 
of prayer ; and the guide had a perfekl kn o w- 
led^eof the country. For along way thefootfteps 
of die Bamafcenes were plain and confpicuoiis : 
they vanifhed on 'a fudden; but the Saracens 
were comforted by the affurance that the caravan 
had turned afide into the mountains, and mull 
fpeedily fall into their hands. In i ; a /enmg the 
rido'es of the Libanus, they endured intolerable 
hardftiips, and the finking ipiritG of the veteran 
fanatics were fupported and cheere.l •:)' the un- 

' conquerable ardour of a lover. From a peafant 

... of 
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of the country, they were informed that the Em- CHAP, 
peror had fent orders to the colony of exiles, to , 
purfue without delay the road of the fea-coaft, 
and of Conftantinople, apprehenfive, perhaps, 
that the foldiers and people of Antioch might be 
difcouraged by thefight and the ftory of their fuf- 
ferings. The Saracens were conducted through 
the territories of Gabala and Laodicea, at a 
cautious diftance from the w'alls of the cities ; 
the rain was inceflant, the night was dark, a 
Angle mountain feparated them from the Roman 
army ; and Caled, ever anxious for the fafety of 
his brethren, whifpered an ominous dream in the 
ear of his companion. With the dawn of day, 
the profpedt again cleared, and they law before 
them, in a pieafant valley, the tents of Damafcus. 

After a ftiort interval of repofe and prayer, Caled 
divided his cavalry into four fquadrons, commit- 
ting the Arft to his faithful Derar, and referving 
the laft for hiinfelf. They fucceflively ruftied on 
the protnifcuous multitude, infufficiently pro- 
vided with arms, and already vanquilhed by for- 
row and fatigue. Except a captive who was par- 
doned and difmilfed, the Arabs enjoyed the fatis- 
fa6lion of believing that not a Chriftian of either 
fex efcaped the edge of their fcymetars. The 
gold and filver of Damafcus was fcattered over 
the camp, and a royal wardrobe of three hundred 


The towns of Gabala and Laodicea? which the Arabs palfed, ftii! ' 
exifl: in a Hate of decay (Maundrell? p. ii? la. Pocock, voLii. p. X3.). 
Had not the Chriftians been overtaken? they muft have croffed the 
Orontes on fome bridge in the fixteen miles between Antioch and the 
fea? and might have rejoined the high road of Gonftantinople at Alex- 
andria* The Itineraries will reprefent the diredlions and diftances 







CHAP, load of fiii'^^t ^®the an atmy of naked Bar- 
, ni. ^ barians. In %fee -tnmult of the battle, Jonas 
^ fought and &und the objea of bis purfuit ; but 
her reientment was indamed by the laft adt erf 
bis perfidy ; artd as Eudoeia llru ggled in his 
hateful embraces, &e ftruck a dagger to her 
s heart. Another female, the widow of Thomas, 
and the real or fuppofed daughter of Heraclius, 
w'as fpared and relealed without a ranfom ; but 
the generofity of Caled was the efiedt of his con- 
tempt ; and the haughty Saracen infulted, by a 
■meffage of defiance, the throne of the Cmfars. 
Caled had penetrated above an hundred and 
fifty miles into the heart of the Roman province . 
he returned to Damafeus with the fame fecrecy 
and fpeed. A>n the acceflion of <>mar, tire Bword 
of God was removed from the command 5 but 
the caliph, who blamed the rafhnefs, was com- 
pelled to applaud the vigour and condudt, of 
the enterprife. 

Another expedition of the conquerors of Da- 
mafeus will equally difplay their avidity and their 
contemptfor the richesof theprefentworld. They 
were informed that the produce and manufadtures 
of the country were annually colledted in the fair 
of Abyla*^, about thirty miles from the city; that 
the cell of a devout hermit was vifited at the fame 
time by a multitude of pilgrims; and that the fef- 
tival of trade and fuperftition would be ennobled 

^ Mil Koios- After retrencifing tlie , lall word? the epithet?. 
Imhri difcover the A-bila of Lyfanias hetween Damafeus and Helio- 
polls : ithe name {Mil figniies a vineyard) concurs with the^fitnation 
to inffify my conjctSlure (Reland? 3?a!eftin. tom. i. p» 3 ^ 7* p«52'5* 
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by the nuptials of the daughter of the governor c H A.P. 
of Tripoli. Abdallah, the fon of Jaafar, a glori- , , 

ous and holy martyr, undertook, with a banner 
of five hundred horfe, the pious and profitable 
commiflion of defpoiling the infidels. As he 
approached the fair of Abyla, he was aftoniflred 
by the report of the mighty concourfe of Jews 
and Chriftians, Greeks and Armenians, of natives 
of Syria and of ftrangers of Egypt, to the num- 
ber of ten thoufand, befides a guard of five 
thoufand horfe that attended the perfon of the 
bride. The Saracens paufed; “ For my own 
“ part,” faid Abdallah, “ I dare go back : 

“ our foes are many, our danger is great, but 
“ our reward is fplendid and fecure, either in 
“ this life or in the life to come. Let every man, 

“ accordingtohisinclination, advance or retire.” 

Not a Miifulman deferted his ftandard. “ Lead 
“ the way,” faid Abdallah to his Chriflian guide, 

“ and you fhali fee what the companions of the 
‘‘ prophet can perform.” They charged in five 
fquadrons; but after the firft advantage of the 
furpi'ife they were encompafled and almoft over- 
whelmed by the multitude of their enemies; and 
their valiant band is fancifully compared to a 
white fpot in the fkin of a black cameL^ About 
the hour of funfet, when their weapons dropped 
from their hands, when they panted on the verge 
of eternity, they difcovered dn approaching 

I am bolder tban Mr. Ockiey (vol. L p. 164.), who dares not in- 
fert this fignrative expreixon in the text? though he obferves in a mar- 
ginal note^ that the Arabians often borrow their fimiles from that ufefvii 
and familiar animal, " The rein-deer may be equally famous in the 
fongs of the Laplanders. , , " 

VOL. IX. » D clqiid 
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c HAP. cloud of duft, they heard the welcome found of 
the tecbir^, and they foon perceived the ftand- 
ard of Caled, who flew to their relief with the 
utmoftfpeed of his cavalry. The Chriftians were 
broken by his attack, and flaughtered in their 
flight, as far the river of Tripoli. They left be- 
hind them the various riches of the fair; the 
merchandifes that were expofed for fale, the 
money that was brought for purchafe, the gay 
decorations of the nuptials, and the governor’s 
daughter, with forty of her female attendants. 
The fruits, provifions, and furniture, the money, 
plate, and jewels, were diligently laden on the- 
backs of horfes, aflfes, and mules; and the holy 
robbers returned in triumph to Damafcus. The 
hermit, after a Ihort and angry controverfy with 
Caled, declined the crown of martyrdom, and 
was left alive in the folitary fcene of blood and 
devaftation. 

Sieges of Syria*’, one of the countries that have been 
Heliopolis jjnproved by the mod early cultivatioa, is not 

andEmefa, ^ / 

iUD.635. 

We heard the UcMr ; fo the Arabs call 
Their ihout of onfet, when with loud appeal 
They challenge heaven, as if demanding conquefl. 

This word, fo formidable in their holy wars, is a verb afS^ive (fays 
Ockley in his index) of the fecond conjngation, from which 

fignifies faying God is moft mighty I 

In the geography of Abulfeda, the defcrlption of Syria, his native 
country, is the moil interefting and authentic portion. It was pub- 
.iifhed in Arabic and Latin, Lipfe, 1766, in quarto, with the learned 
notes of Koehler and Reilke, and fome extracts of geography and 
natural hiflory from Ibn 01 Wardii. Among the modern travels, 
' Pocock^s defeription of the Eaft (of Syria and Mefopotamia, voL ii. 
p. gg — 309.) is a work of fupeiior learning and dignity ; but the 
author too often eonfoiinds what he had feeii and what he had 
read* ' ' ’ ' , ' , ' 

unworthy 
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unworthy of the preference The heat of the Chap. 
climate is tempered by the vicinity of the fea and , , 

mountains, by the plenty of wood and water ; and 
the produce of a fertile foilaffords the fubliftence, 
and encourages the propagation, of men and ani- 
mals. From the age of David to that of Hera- 
clius, the country was overfpread with ancient 
and flourifliing cities: the inhabitants were nu- 
merous and wealthy ; and, after the flow ravage 
of defpotifm and fuperftition, after the recent 
calamities of the Perfian war, Syria could ftill 
attradl and reward the rapacious tribes of the 
defert. A plain, of ten days journey, from 
Damafcus to Aleppo and Antioch, is watered, 
on the weftern fide, by the winding courfe of 
the Orontes. The hills of Libanus and Anti- 
Libanus are planted from north to fouth,between 
the Orontes and the Mediterranean; and the 
epithet of hollo'w (Coelefyria) was applied to a 
long and fruitful valley, which is confined in the 
fame diredlion by the two ridges of fnowy moun- 
tains®*. Among the cities, which are enumerated 
by Greek and Oriental names in the geography 

The praifes of Dionyfius are juft and lively. Kc&t tw (Syria) 
woXXot re km av^peg ex^riv (in Periegefi, v. 902. in tom.iv. Geo- 
graph# Minor. Hudfon.). In another place lie ftyles the country 
mXv^roktv aiav (v. 8 98.). He proceeds to fay, 

Uoco'cx- TOi TB KM ev$o]og ettAeto 

re ^^pjSeiAevM KM oev^^ecrt KCKpTToy ae^eiv* ¥.921,922. 

This poetical geographer lived in the age of Auguftus, and his defcrlp- 
tion of the world is illuftrated by the Greek commentary of Euftathius, 
who paid the fame compliment to Homer and Dionyfius (Fabric. Bib- 
liot. Grsec. L iv. c. 2* tom. iii. p. 21, &c.). 

The topography of the Libanus and Anti-Libanus is excellently 
defcribed by the learning and' fenfe of Reland (Paleftin, tom. i. p. 3 1 x 
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and conqueft of Syria, we, may diftinguifli Eraefa 
or Hems, Heliopolis or Baalbec, the former as 
the metropolis of the plain, the latter as the 
capital of the valley. Under the laft of the 
Cmfars, they were ftrong and populous : the 
turrets glittered from afar; an ample fpace was 
covered with public and private buildings j and 
the citizens were illuftrious by their fpirit, or at 
leaft by their pride ; by their riches, or at leaft 
by their luxury. In the days of paganifm, both 
Emefa and Heliopolis were addi6led to the wor- 
fliip of Baal, or the fun -, but the decline of 
their fuperflition and fplendour has been marked 
by a Angular variety of fortune. Not a veftige 
remains of the temple of Emefa, which was 
equalled in poetic llyle to the fummits of mount 
Libanus while the ruins of Baalbec, invifible 
to the writers of antiquity, excite the curiofity 
and wonder of the European traveller The 
meafure of the temple is two hundred feet in 

70 ^Emefse faftigia celfa renldent 

Nam diffufa folo latus explicat; ac fubit auras 
Turribus in ccelum nitentibus : incola Claris 
Cor ftudiis acuit • • * • 

Denique flammicomo devoti pec 51 :ora foH 

Vitam agitant. Libanus frondofa cacumina turget. 

Et tamen bis certant celfi faftigia templi* 

Thefe verfes of tbe Latin verfion of Rufus Avienus are wanting in the 
Greek original of Dionyfms ; and fince they are likewife unnoticed by 
Euftathiur, I muft, with Eabricius (Bibliot. Latin, tom. iii. p. 153. edit, 
Ernefli), and againft Salmafms(ad Vopifcum, p, 366> 367. in Hift. An- 
guft.)y afcribe them to the fancy rather than to the MSS. of Avienus. 

I am much better fatisfied with Maundrell^s flight odavo (Jour- 
ney, p. 134 139, than wdth the pompous folio of Dr. Pocock (De« 

fcription of the Eaft, voLiL p. 106— .113.) ; _ but every preceding 
account is eciipfed by the magnificent defcription and drawings of 
M. M. Dawkins and Wood, "who have tranfported into England the 
riiiihs of Palmvra and Baalbec. 

length. 
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length, and one hundred in breadth: the front is C H A P. 
adorned with a double portico of eight columns ; , , 

fourteen may be counted on either fide ; and each 
column, forty-five feet in height, is compofedof 
three mafly blocks of ftone or marble. The pro- 
portions and ornaments of the Corinthian order 
exprefs the architedlure of the Greeks ; but as 
Baalbec has never been the feat of a monarch,' 
we are at a lofs to conceive how the expence of 
thefe magnificent flrudtures could be fupplied 
by private or municipal liberality’®. From the 
conquefl of Damafcus the Saracens proceeded to 
Heliopolis and Emefa : but I Ihall decline the 
repetition of the Tallies and combats which have 
been already fliewn on a larger fcale. In the 
profecution of the war, their policy was not lefs 
effe6lual than their fword. By fhort and feparate 
truces they diflblved the union of the enemy ; 
accuftomedtheSyrianstocomparetheirfriend- 
fliip with their enmity ; familiarifed the idea of 
their language, religion and manners : and ex- 
haufted, by clandeftine purchafe, the magazines 
and arfenals of the cities which they returned to 
befiege. They aggravated the ranfom of the 
more wealthy or the more obftinate; and Chalcis 
alone was taxed at five thoufand ounces of gold, 
five thoufand ounces of filver, two thoufand robes 
of filk, and as many figs and olives as would load 

7^ The Orient^s explain tlie prodigy by a never-failing expedient. 

The edifices of Baalbec were conftrudted by the fairies or the genii 
(Hill* de Timour Bee* tom. ili. 1 , v. c, aj? p. . 3 1 r, 31a. Voyage d'Ot- 
terj tom. i. p. 83.). With lefs abfnrdity? but with equal ignorance, 

Abulfeda, and Ibn Chaukel aferibe them to the Sabaans or Aadites, Non 
fimt in oinni Syria «dilica magmficentiora Ms (Tabula Syriae? p» 103.), 

» D % five 
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CHAP, five tlioufand affes. But the terms of truce or 
, ^ , capitulation were faithfully obferved ; and the 

lieutenant of the caliph, who had promifed not 
to enter the walls of the captive Baalbec, remain- 
ed tranquil and immoveable in his tent till the 
jarring factions folicited the interpofition of a 
foreign mailer. The conquell of the plain and 
valley of Syria was atchieved in lefs than two 
years. Yet the commander of the faithful re- 
proved the flown efs of their progrefs; and the 
Saracens, bewailing their fault with tears of rage 
and repentance, called aloud on their chiefs to 
lead them forth to fight the battles of the Lord. 
In a recent action under the walls of Emefa, an 
Arabian youth, the coufin of Caled, was heard 
aloud to exclaim, “ Methinks I fee the black- 
“ eyed girls looking upon me; one of whom, 
“ fliould file appear in this world, all mankind 
“ would die for love of hei% And I fee in the 
“ hand of one of them, an h andkerchief of green 
“ filk, and a cap of precious flones, and Ihe 
“ beckons me, and calls out, Come hither 
“ quickly, for I love thee.” With thefe words, 
charging the Chriftians, he made havoc wherever 
he went, till, obferved at length by the governor 
of Hems, he was ftruck through with a javelin, 
of It was incumbent, on the Saracens to exert the 

Yermak, powers of their valour and enthufiafm againft 
the forces of the Emperor, who was taught by 
■rember. repeated lofles, that the rovers of the defert had 
undertaken, and would Ipeedily atchieve, a regu- 
lar and permanent conquell. From the provinces 
of Europe and Alia, fourfcore thoufand foldiers 

II were 
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were tranfported by fea and land to Antioch chap, 
and C^efarea : the light troops of the army con- , 
lifted of lixty thoufand Chriftian Arabs of the 
tribe of Gaffan. Under the banner of Jabalah, 
the laft of their princes, they marched in the 
van ; and it was a maxim of the Greeks, that, 
for the purpofe of cutting diamond, a diamond 
was the moft effectual. Heraclius withheld his 
perfon from the dangers of the field ; but his 
prefumption, or perhaps his delpondency, fug- 
gefted a peremptory order, that the fate of the 
province and the war lliould be decided by a 
fingle battle. The Syrians were attached to the . 
ftandard of Rome and of the crofs ; but the noble, 
the citizen, the peafant, were exafperated by the 
injuftice and cruelty of a licentious hoft, who 
opprefled them as fubje6ls, and defpiled them as 
ftrangers and aliens Areport ofthefe mighty 
preparations was conveyed to the Saracens in 
their camp of Eniefa ; and the chiefs, though 
refolved to fight, alfembled a council: the faith 
of Abu Obeidah would have expe6led on the 
fame fpot the glory of martyrdom ; the wifdonr 
of Caled advifed an honourable retreat to the 
Ikirts of Paleftine and Arabia, where they might 
await the fuccours of their fi'iends,and the attack 
of the unbelievers. A fpeedy melfeuger foon 
returned from the throne of Medina, with the 
bleffings of Omar and Ali, the prayers of the 


7^ I have read fomewhere in Tacitus? or Grotius? SubjecStos babent 
tanquam fuos, viles tanquam alienos. Some Greek officers raviffied 
the wife, and murdered the cbiid, of tbeir Syrian landlord; and Manuel 
failed at Ms undutiful complaint, - 

D D 4 widows 
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CHAP, widows of the prophet, and a reinforcement of 
eight thoufand Moflems. In their way they 
overturned a detachment of Greeks, and when 
they joined atYermuk the campof theirbrethren, 
they found the pleafing intelligence, that Caled 
had already defeated and fcattered the Chriftian 
Arabs of the tribe of Gaffan. In the neigh- 
bourhood of Bofra, the fprings of mount Her- 

mon defcend in a torrent to the plain of Deea- 
polis, or ten cities ; and the Hieroinax, a name 

which has been corrupted to Yermuk, is loft after 

a Ihort courfe in the lalce of Tiberias The 

banks of this obfcure ftream were illuftrated by 

a long and bloody encounter. On this momen- 
tous occafion, the public voice, and the modefty 
of Abu Obeidah, reftored the command to the' 
moft deferving of the Moflems. Caled affumed 
his ftation in the front, his colleague was pofted 
in the rear, that the difdrder of the fugitives 
might be checked by his venerable afpedl and 
the fight of the yellow banner which Mahomet 
had diljplayed before the walls of Chaibar. The 
laft line was occupied by the After of Derar, 
with the Arabian women who had enlifted 
in this holy war, who were accuftomed to 
wield the bow and the lance, and who in a 
moment of captivity had defended, againft the 


7^ See Reland, Paleftin» tom, i. p, aya. ^83. tom. ii p. 773* 775 * 
Tills learned profeflbr was equal to the talk of defcribing the Holy 
Land, fmce he was alike converfant with Greek and Latin, with He- 
brew and Arabian literature. The Yermuk, or Hieromax, is noticed 
by Cellarius (Geograph. Antiq. tom. ii. p. 392.) and D’Anviiie (Geo- 
graphic Ancienne, tom. ii. p. 185.). The Arabs, and even Abulfeda 
imifelf, do not feem to recogaife the fcene of their vidlory. 

4;,. ' , lincircimi-* 
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uncircumcifed raviftiers, their chaftity and re- 
jigion’^ The exhortation of the general was 
brief and forcible ; “ Paradife is before you, 
“ the devil and hell-fire in your rear.” Yet fuch 
was the weight of the Roman cavalry, that the 
right wing of the Arabs was broken and feparated 
from the main body. Thrice did they retreat in 
diforder, and thrice were they driven back to 
the charge by the reproaches and blows of the 
woinen. In the intervals of action, Abu Obei- 
dah vifited the tents of his brethren, prolonged 
their repofe by repeating at once the prayers of 
two different hours ; bound up their wounds 
with his own hands, and adminiftered the 
comfortable refiefilion, that the infidels partook 
of their fufferings without partaking of their re- 
ward. Four thoufand and thirty of the Moflems 
were buried in the field of battle ; and the fkill 
of the Armenian archers enabled feven hundred 
to boaft that they had loft an eye in that meri- 
torious fervice. The veterans of' the Syrian war 
acknowledged that it was the hardeft and moft 
doubtful of the days which they had feen. But 
it waslikewile the moft decifive; many thoufands 
of the Greeks and Syrians fell by the fwords of 
the Arabs ; many were flaughtered, after the 
defeat in the woods and mountains ; many, by 
miftaking the ford, were drowned in the waters 
of the Yermuk ; and however the lofs may be 


Thefe women were of tfie tribe of the Hamyarites? who derived 
their' origin from the' ancient Amalekites. ' Their females were accnf- 
tomed to ride on horfeback, and to light like the Amazons of old 
(Ockieyj voLi. p« 67*). ' ■ ■ , , 
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c H A P. magnified’®, the Chriftian writers confefs and 
. , bewail the bloody punifliment of their fins”. 

Manuel, the Roman general, was either killed at 
Damafcus, or took refuge in the monaftery of 
mount Sinai. An exile in the Byzantine court, 
J abalah lamented the manners of Arabia, and his 
unlucky preference of the Chriftian caufe’®. He 
had once inclined to the profeffion of Iflam ; but 
in the pilgrimage of Mecca, Jabalah was pro- 
voked to ftrike one of his brethren, and fled with 
amazement from the ftern and equal juttice of 
the caliph. The vifilorious Saracens enjoyed at 
Damafcus a month of pleafure and repofe : the 
Ipoil was divided, by the difcretion of Abu Obei- 
dah : 'an equal Ihare was allotted to a foldier and 
to his horfe,^and a double portion was referved 
for the noble couriers of the Arabian breed. 

After the battle of Yermuk, the Roman army 
no longer appeared in the field; and the Sara- 

76 killed of tliemj fays Abu Obeidali to the caliph, one hundred 
and fifty thoufand, and made prifoners forty thoufand (Ockley, vol. i. 
p. a 4 i.). As I cannot doubt his veracity, nor believe his computation, 
I muft fufpe<51: that the Arabic hiftorians indulged themfelves in the 
practice of compofing fpeeches and letters for their heroes. 

After deploring the fins of the Chriftians, Theophanes adds, 
(Chronograph* p. 176.), avsr»J o A/4C6?iw 'tv^ttcuv rm 

Xgifa, xa* yivETa* ra jj kc&tcc to 

Tcc0i§(zv (does he mean Aiznadin ?) aai xat rviv caSscr/xojj 

His account is brief and obfcure, but he accufes the 
numbers of the enemy, the adverfe wind, and the cloud of duft : 
SvvnOsvreg (the Romans) avTWpQo-w'ffnTai £%§poto- tov jcovio^rov, 

%a,i lavras ^aXXovrsg 2iS ras Isppo%fe TCora^^a mu aririiiXmm 

(Chronograph, p. a8o.). 

78 See Abulfeda (Annal. Moflem. p. 70, 71.), who tranfcribes the 
poetical complaint of Jabalah himfelf, and fome panegyrical fixains of 
^ an Arabian poet, to whom the chief of Gafian fent from Gonilan- 
tinople a gift of five hundred pieces of gold by the hands of the am- 
bafiador of Omar. 
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cens might fecurely chufe among the fortified CHAP, 
towns of Syria, the firft obje6t of their attack. . . 

They confulted the caliph whether they Ihould Conqueft 
march to Cmfarea or Jerufalem ; and the advice 
of AH determined the immediate fiege of the A.D. 637. 
latter. To a profane eye, Jemfilem was the firft 
or fecond capital of Paleftine ; but after Mecca 
and Medina, it was revered and vifited by the 
devout Mofleras, as the temple of the Holy 
Land which had been fan6l,ified by the revelation 
of Mofes, of Jefus, and of Mahomet himfelf. 

The fon of Abu Sophian was fent with five 
thoufand Arabs to try the firft experiment of 
furprife or treaty ; but on the eleventh day, the 
town was invefted by the whole force of Abu 
Obeidah. He addreffed the cuftomary fummons 
to the chief commanders and people of 
“ Health and happinefs to every one that follows 
“ the right way! We require of you to teftify 
“ that there is but one God, and that Mahomet 
“ is his apoftle. If you refufe this, confent 
“ to pay tribute, and be under us forthwith. 

“ Otherwife I lhali bring men againft you who 
“ love death better than you do the drinking 
“ of wine or eating hog’s flefti. Nor will I ever 
“ ftir from you, if it pleafe God, till I have 
‘‘ deftroyed thofe that fight for you, and made 


la tBe name of tlie city^ the profane prevailed over the iacred | 
Jerufalem was known to the devout Chriftians (Eufeb. de Martyr* 
Paleft. c. ix.) ; but the legal and popular appellation oiMUalfm 
colony of ^lius Hadrianus) has paiFed from the Romans to the Arabs 
(Relandj Paieilin* tom. i. p. aoy. ' tom. ii. p. 835. D’Herbelot, Biblio* 
theque Orientaley Coijs p.2^69. llia^ p. 4»o.). The epithet of .<^1 
C'cJf/jithe Holy^ is ufed ns the proper mme of Jerttfaiem. 



“ Haves 


IMiCLINE AND FALL 

“ flaves of your children.” But the city was 
defended dn every fide by deep vallies and fteep 
afcents ; finee the invafion of Syria, the walls 
and towel’s had been aiixioiifly reftored; the 
braveft of the fugitives of Yermuk had flopped 
in' the neareft place of refuge ; andia the defence 
of the fepulchre of Chrift, the natives and ftran- 
gers might feel fome fparks of the enthufiafm 
which fo fiercely glowed in the bofoms of the 
Saracens. The fiege of Jerufalem lafted four 
months; not a day was loft without fome adlion 
of fally or aflault ; the military engines in- 
ceffantly played from the ramparts; and the 
inclemency of the winter was ftill more painful 
and deftrudfeive to the Arabs. The Chriftians 
yielded at length to the perfeverance of the 
befiegers. The patriarch Sophronius appeared 
on the walls, and by the voice of an interpreter 
demanded a conference. After a vain attempt 
to diffuade the lieutenant of the caliph from his 
impious enterprife, he propofed, in the name of 
the people, a fair capitulation, with this extra- 
ordinary claufe, that the articles of fecurity 
Ihould be ratified by the authority and prefence 
of Omar himfelf. The queftion was debated in 
the council of Medina ; the fandlityof the place, 
and the advice of Ali, perfuaded the caliph to 
gratify the wilhes of his foldiers and enemies ; 
and the fimplicity of his journey is more il- 
luftrious than the royal pageants of vanity and 
oppreflion. The conqueror of Perfia and Syria 
was mounted on a red camel which carried, be- 
fides his perfon, a bag of corn, a bag of dates, a 
, j _ _ 12 wooden 
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wooden difli, and a leather bottle of water. CHAP. 
Wherever he halted, the company, without dif- . , 

tinclion, was invited to partake of his homely 
fare, and the repaft was confecrated by the prayer 
and exhortation of the commander of the faith- 
fuP“. But in this expedition or pilgrimage, 
his power was exercifed in the adminiftration of 
juftice : he reformed the licentious polyganay 
of the Arabs, relieved the tributaries from ex- 
tortion and cruelty, and chaflifed the luxury 
of the Saracens, by defpoiling them of their rich 
filks, and dragging them on their faces in the 
dirt. When he came within fight of Jurufalem, 
the caliph cried with a loud voice, “ God is vic- 
“ torious. O Lord, give us an eafy conqueflj” 
and pitching his tent of coarfe hair, calmly 
feated hirafelf on the ground. After figning 
the capitulation, he entered the city without 
fear or precaution ; and courteoufly difcourfed 
with the patriarch concerning its religious anti- 
quities®'. Sophronius bowed before his new 
mafl;er, and fecretly muttered in the words of 
Daniel, “The abomination of defolation is in 
“ the holy place®^.” At the hour of prayer they 

. , The lingular journey and equipage of Omar are defcribed (be- 
fides OcMey, vol. i. p» 2^50*) by Murtadi (Merveilles de I’Egypte, p. aoo 

®^.Tbe Arabs boall of an old prophecy preferved at Jerufaiem, 
and defcribing the namej the religion, and the perfon" of Omar,, the 
future conqueror- By fuch arts the Jews, are faid to haye foothed 
the pride of their foreign mafters, Cyrus and Alexander (Jofeph. Ant. 

Jud. LxL c.LS. p.547. 579 — ^582.). ; ■ 

To jSJsXuypci rn? to ActvtViX T£f '!r|oCp>}T&’ Irt/ig bv TOTif 

ayvM Theophan. Chronograph* p. a 81* This predidlion, which had 
already ferved for Antiochus and the Romans, was again refitted for 
the, prefent occalion, by the oeconomy of Sophronius, one of the 
deepen theologians of the Monothelite controverfy. . ■ 
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c HAP. flood toge&er in the church of the refurre6lion ; 
. , but the caliph refufed to perform his devotions, 

and contented himfelf with praying on the fteps 
of the church of Conftantine. To the patriarch 
he difclofed his prudent and honourable motive. 
*' Had I yielded,” faid Omar, “ to your requeft, 
“ the Moflems of a future age would have in- 
“ fringed the treaty under colour of imitating 
“ my example.” By his command the ground 
of the temple of Solomon was prepared for the 
foundation of a mofch'^. and, during a refi- 
dence of ten days, he regulated the prefent 
and future ftate of his Syrian conquefts. Medina 
might be jealous, left the caliph lliould be de- 
tained by the fandlity of Jerufalem or the beauty 
of Damafcus ; her apprehenfions were difpelled 
by his prompt and voluntary return to the tomb 
of the apoftle®'*. 

Of Aleppo To atchieve what yet remained of the Syrian 
and An- ^yar, the caliph had formed two feparate armies j 
Aa 6-8. a chofen detachment, under Amrou and Yezid, 
was left in the camp of Paleftine ; while the larger 
divifion, under the ftandard of Abu Obeidah and 
Caled, marched away to the north againft An- 

According to the accurate furvey of D’Anville (Dljnfertatioii fur 
I'ancienne Jerufalem, p. 421— 5 4> the mofch of Omar, enlarged and 
embellifiied by fucceeding caEphs, covered the ground of the ancient 
temple (oraXawv yciM? fays Phocas) a length of 215? ^ 

breadth of ira, tolfes. The Nubian geographer declares, that this 
magnificent firutore was fecond only in fize and beauty to the great 
mofch of Cordova (p. 113.) whofe prefent fiate Mr. Swinburne lias'fo 
elegantly reprefented (Travels into Spain, 296 — 30a-). 

' Of the many Arabic tarikhs or chronicles of Jerufalem (Biler- 
belot, p. 867.), Ockley found one among the Pocock MSS. of Oxford 
(voLi. p. ay 7.), which he has ufed to fupply the defedlive narrative of 
AlWakidi. 
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tioch and Aleppo. The latter of thefe, the Beraea chap. 
of the Greeks, was not yet illuftrious as the 
capital of a province or a kingdom ; and the in- 
habitants, by anticipating their fubraiffion and 
pleading their poverty, obtained a moderate 
coinpofition for their lives and religion. But 
the caftle of Aleppo diftin^t from the 
city, flood eredl on a lofty artificial mound : 
the fides were fharpened to a precipice, and 
faced with freeftone ; and the breadth of the 
ditch might be filled with water from the neigh- 
bouring iprings. After the lofs of three thou- 
sand men, the garrifon was Hill equal to the 
defence ; and Youkinna, their valiant and heredi- 
tary chief, had murdered his brother, an holy 
monk, for daring to pronouncethe nameof peace. 

In a fiege of four or five months, the hardefl of 
the Syrian war, great numbers of the Saracens were 
killed and wounded: their removal to the diilance 
of a mile could not feduce the vigilance of You- 
kinna ; nor could the Chriftians be terrified by 
the execution of three hundred captives, whom 
theybeheaded before the caftle wall. Thefilence, 
and at length the complaints, of Abu Obeidah 
informed the caliph that their hope and patience 
were confiimed at the foot of this impregnable 
fortrefs. “I amvarioullyaffedled,” replied Omar, 
by the difference of your fuccefs ; but I charge 

Tlie Perfian Mtorian of Timur (tom.iii. 21. p.300.) des- 
§:ribes the caftle of Aleppo as founded on a rock one hundred cubits in 
height; a proof, fays the French tranllator, that he had never vifited 
the place* It is now in the midft of the city, of no ftrength, with a 
lingle gate, the circuit is about 5 or 600 paces, and the ditch half fall 
of ftagnant water (Yoyages de- Tavernier, tom. 1. p;i49.Pocock, voL ii. 
part i. p. 1 50.}. The fortreiTes the Eaft are contemptible to an EurO” 

:peai^ eye. 
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“ you by no rrieans to raife the fiege of the callie. 

“ Your retreat would diminifli the reputation of 
“ our arms, and encourage the infidels to fall 
upon you on all fides. Remain before Aleppo 
« till God lhall determine the event, and forage 
“ with your horfe round the adjacent country. 
The exhortation of the commander of the faith- 
ful was fortified by a fupply of volunteers from 
all the tribes of Arabia, who arrived in the camp 
on horfes or camels. Among thefe was Dames, 
of a fervile birth, but of gigantic fize, and in- 
trepid refolution. The forty-feventh day of his 
fervice he propofed, with only thirty men, to 
make an attempt on the caftle. The experience 
and teftimony of Caled recommended his ofiPer ; 
and Abu Obeidah admoniftied his brethren not 
to defpife the bafer origin of Dames, fince lie 
himfelf, could he relinquifli the public care, 
would cheerfully ferve under the bannei of 
the Have. His defign was covered by the ap- 
pearance of a retreat 5 and the camp of the 
Saracens was pitched about a league from 
Aleppo. The thirty adventurers lay in ambufli 
at the foot of the hill ; and Dames at length 
fucceeded in his inquiries, though he was pro- 
voked by the ignorance of his Greek captives. 
“ God curfe thefe dogs,” faid the illiterate Arab, 
“ whata ttrange barbarous language they fpeak !” 
At the darkeft hour of the night, he fcaled the 
mofl acceflSbie height which he had diligently fur- 
veyed, a place where the ftones were lefs entire, 
or the flope lefs perpendicular, or the guard lefs 
vigilant. Sevenof the ftouteft Saracens, mounted 
bn each other’s fhoulders, and the weight of the 
- column 
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column was fuftained on the broad and finewy 
back of the gigantic flave. The foremoft in this 
painful afcent could grafp and climb the loweft 
part of the battlerhents ; they fileotly ftabbed and 
call down the fentinels ; and the thirty brethren, 
repeating a pious ejaculation^ O ilpoftle of 
God, help and deliver us!”; were fiicCeflively 
drawn up by thelong folds of their turbans. iS^^ith 
bold and cautious footfteps. Dames eJcplored the 
palace of the governor, who celebrated, in riotous 
merriment, the feftival of his deliverance. From 
thence returning to his companions, he affaulted 
on the infide the entrance of the Caftle. They 
overpowered the guard, unbolted the gate, let 
down the drawbridge, and defended the narrow 
pafs, till the arrival of Caled, with the dawn of 
day, relieved their danger and affured their con- 
queft. Youkinna, a formidable foe, became aft 
adlive and ufeful profelyte; and the geiieral of the 
Saracens expreffed his regard for the moll hum- 
ble merit, by detaining the army at Aleppo till 
Dames was cured of his honourable wounds. 
The capital of Syria was Itill covered by the 
caftle of Aazaz and the iron bridge of the 
Orontes. After the lofs of thofe important 
pofts, and the defeat of the laft of the Roman 
armies, the luxury of Antioch®® trembled and 

obeyed. 

Tlie date of tlie conquell of Antioch by the Arabf is of fome 
importance* By comparing the years of the. world in „ the chrono- 
graphy of Theophanes with the years of the Hegira in the hiftory of 
Elmacinj we lhall determine, that it was tahen between January 
and September it of the year of Chrift 638 (Pagi, Critica*^iii 
AnnaL tom.ii. p. 81% 813.). . A 1 Wahidi fOcfeleyr'^ 

; ¥oL*ix,, ■■ ■ affigms 
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CHAP, obeyed. Her iafetywas ranfomed with three han*.^ 
, , dred thoulhnd pieces of gold; but the throne of 

the fucceflbrs of Alexanders the feat of the 
Roman government in the Eaft, which had been 
decorated by Caefar with the titles of free, and 
holy, and inviolate, was degraded under the 
- yoke of the caliphs to the fecondary rank of a 

provincial town 

In the life of Heraclius, the glories of the 
Plight of Perfian war are clouded on either hand by the 
dilgrace and weaknefs of his more early and his 
later days. When the fucceifors of Mahomet 
unlheathed th^ fword of war and religion, he 
w'as allonifhed at the boundlefs profpedl of toil 
and danger ; his nature was indolent, nor could 
the infirm' and frigid age of the Einperor be 
kindled to a fecond effort. The fenfe of fiiame, 
and the importunities of the Syrians, prevented 
his hafly departure from the fcene of a6lion ; but 
the hero was no more; and the lofs of Damafcus 
and Jerufalem, the bloody fields of Aiznadin and 
Yermuk, may be imputed in fome degree to the 
abfence or mifcondudl of the fovereign. Inftead 
of defending the fepukhre ofChrift, he involved 
the church and date in a metaphyfical contro- 
verfy for the unity of his will ; and while Elera- 

alfigns that event to Tuefday/ Atiguft aift, an Incopfiflent date; lince 
JEafter felt that year on April 5th, aift of Auguft muft have been a 
Friday (fee the Tables of the Art de Verifier les Dates.) 

His bounteous edi<S, which tempted the grateful city to affume 
the vi<Slory of Pharfalia for a perpetual ^era, is givett ey 

^nrpoTToXEt, Afpct Kcct (&ovX(t} 7io(i <x>vroyo^tj}, aak 

John Malala^ in ChroU. p. 91. edit. Venet« We may 
dlilinguifh his authentic infomati-on of domeHic' fads from his grofs 
igaorsjice of general hiftoty. 


clius 
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clius Crowned the offspring of his fecond nuptials, c H A P. 
he was tamely ftripped of the moft valuable pait . 

of their inheritance. In the cathedral of Antioch, 
in the prefence of the bilhops, at the foot of the 
crucifix, he bewailed the fins of the prince and 
people ; but his confeffion inftru6led the world, 
that it was vain, and perhaps impious, to refill the 
judgment of God. The Saracens were invincible 
in fa6l,' fince they were invincible in opinion ; 
and the defertion of Youkinna, his falfe repent- 
ance and repeated perfidy, might juftify the fuf- 
picion of the Emperor, that he was encompaffed 
by traitors and apoftates, who confpired to betray 
his perfon and their country to the enemies of 
Chrift. In the hour of adverfity, his fuperftition 
was agitated by the omens and dreams of a falling 
crown ; and after bidding an eternal farewel to 
Syria, he fecretly embarked with a few attend- 
ants, and ablblved the faith of his fubje6ls®®. 
Conftantine, his eldell fon, had been ftationed 
with forty thoufand men at Caefarea, the civil me- 
tropolis of the three provinces of Palelliue. But 
his private intereft recalled him to the Byzantine 
court ; and, after the flight of his father, he felt 
himfelf an unequal champion to the united force 
of the caliph. His vanguard was boldly attacked 
by three hundred Arabs and a thoufand black 
flaves, who, in the depth of winter, had climbed 

See Ockley (vol- i. p. 308. 312.}, who laughs at the credulity of 
his author. WTien Heraciius hade farewel to Syria, Vale Syria et 
uitimum va!e> he prophefied that the Romans fliould never re-enter 
the province till the birth of an inauipicious child, the future fcdurge 
®f the empire. Abulfeda, p. 68. I am perfaflly ignorant of the 
myllic fcafe? or nonfenfe, of this predidlion* 

E E '2 , 


4^0 


CHAP. 

LI. 



End of 
tiie Syrian 
war. 


•EiPr =J>ECLINE AND FALL 

the fhowy of Libanus, and who were 

fpeedily followed, by the victorious fquadrons of 
Galed himfelf. From the north and fouth the 
troops of Antioch and Jerufalem advanced along 
thefea-ftiore, till their banners were joined under 
the walls of the Phoenician cities : Tripoli and 
Tyre were betrayed 5 and a fleet of fifty tranf- 
ports, which entered without diftruft the captive 
harbours, brought a feafonable fupply of arms and 
provifions to the camp of the Saracens. Their 
labours were terminated by the unexpected fur- 
render of Csefarea: The Roman prince had em- 
barked in the night®^ ; and the defencelefs citizens 
folicited their pardon with an offering of two 
hundred thoufand pieces of gold. The remainder 
of the province, Ramlah, Ptolemais or Achre, 
Sichem or Neapolis, Gaza, Afcalon, Berytus, 
Sidon, Gabala, Laodicea, Apamea, Plierapolis, 
no longer prefumed to difpute the will of the 
conqueror; and Syria bowed under the fceptre 
the caliphs feven hundred years after Pompey 
had defpoiied the lafl of the Macedonian 
kings’®. 

In the loofe and obfcure chronology of the times, I am guided by 
an authentic recorcT (in the book of ceremonies of Conftantine Porphy- 
rogenitus), which certifies that, June 4, A.D. 638? the Emperor 
crowned his younger fon Heraclius in the prefence of his eldeft Con- 
fiantifie, and in the palace of Conftantinople ; that January i, A®D. 
639? the royal proceffion vifited the great church, and on the 4tli x)f 
the fame month, tlie hippodrome. 

. Sixty-five years before Chrifl, Syria Pontufque monumenta funt 
Cn. Pompeiivlrtutis (Veil. PatercuL ii. 38.), rather of his fortune and 
power: he adjudged Syria to be a Roman province, and the lafi: of 
the Seleucides were incapable of drawing a fword in the defence 
of their patrimony (fee the original texts colledled by Uilier, Anna!, 
p. 420,)* 
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Tlie fieges and battles of fix campaigns had chap. 
confumed many thoufands of the Mofleras. They , ^ . 

died with the reputation and the cheerfulnefs of The con- 
martyrs ; and the fimplidity of their faith may 
be expreffed in the words of an Arabian youth, a.’d. 
when he embraced, for the laft tihie, his fifter 633— <539- 
and mother : “ It is not,” faid he, “ the deli- 
cacies of Syria, or the fading delights of this 
“ world, that have prompted me to devote my 
“ life in the caufe of religion. But I feek the 
‘‘ favour of God and his apollle ; and I have 
heard, from one of the companions of the 
“ prophet, that the fpirits of the martyrs will be 
“ lodged in the crops of green birds, who Ihall 
“ tafte the fruits, and drink of the rivers, of para- 
“ dife. Farewel, we fliall meet again among the 
groves and fountains which God has provided 
“ for his eledl.” The faithful captives might 
exercife a paffive and more arduous refolution ; 
and a coufin of Mahomet is celebrated for re- 
fufing, after an abftinence of three days, the 
wine and pork, the only nourifhraent that was 
allowed by the malice of the infidels. The frailty 
Of fome weaker brethren exafperated the im- 
placable fpirit of fanaticifm ; and the father of 
Amer deplored, in pathetic flrains, the apoftacy 
and damnation of a fon, who had renounced the 
promifes of God, and the interceflion of the 
prophet, to occupy, with the priefts and deacons, 
the loweft manfions of hell. The more fortu- 
nate Arabs, who furvived the war, and perfe- 
vered in the faith, were reftrained by their ab- 
ftemious leader from the abufe of profperity. 

After a refrefhment of three days, Abii Obeidah 
E E 3 withdrew 
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CHAP, withdrew his troops from the pernicious con- 
. tagion of the luxury of Antioch, and affured the 

v'~' ' caliph that their religion and virtue could only 

be preferved by the hard difcipline of poverty 
and labour. But the yirtue of Omar, however 
rigorous to himlelf, was kind and libeial to his 
brethren After a juft tribute of praife and 
thanklgiviug, he dropt a tear of compailion ; and 

fitting down on the ground, wrote an anfwer, in 

which he mildly cenfured the feverity of his lieu- 
tenant; “ God,” faid the fucceffpr of the pro- 
phet, “ has not fiarbidden the ufe of the good 
‘‘ things of this world to faithful men, and fuch 
as have performed good works. Therefore 
“ you ought to have given them leave to reft 
“ themfelves, and partake freely of thofe good 
« things which the country affordeth. If any of 
“ the Saracens have no family in Arabia, they 
“ may marry in Syria ; and whofoever of them 
“ wants any female Haves, he may purchafe 
“as many as he hath occafion for. Ihe 
con(juerors prepared to ufe, oi to abufe, this 
gracious permiffion ; but the year of their tri- 
umph was marked by a mortality of men and 
cattle ; and twenty-five thoufand Saracens were 

fnatched away from the pofleflion of Syria. The 

death of Abu Obeidah might be lamented by 
the Chriftians j but his brethren recolledled that 
he was one of the ten ele6l whom the prophet 
had named as the heirs of paradife'. Caled 

’' AM&da, Annal. iVtoQem.p. 73- Mahomet could artfully vary the 
praifes of his difciples. Of Omar he was accuftomed to fay, that u a 

prophet could arife after himfelf, it would be Omar ; and that m a 

^neral calamity, Omar would be excepted by the divme juftice (Ock- 
Itiy, vol.i. p. sil.). , . 3 

furvived 



liirviv'ed his brethren about three years ; and CHAP, 
the tomb of the Sword of God is fliewn in the . , 

neighbourhood of Einefa. His valour, which 
founded in Arabia and Syria the empire of the 
caliphs, was fortified by the opinion of a Ipecial 
providence 5 and as long as he wore a cap, which 
had been bleffed by Mahomet, he deemed himfelf 
invulnerable amidft the darts of the infidels. ’• 

The place of the firft conquerors was fupplied Progreft 
by a new generation of their children and coun- “jj* ^on-” 
tryraen : Syria became the feat and fupport of querors, 
the houfe of Ommiyah ; and the revenue, the fol- 
diers, the Ihips of that powerful kingdom, were 
confecrated to enlarge on ever}? fide tlie empire 
of the ealiplis. But the Sai'acens defpife a fti- 
perfluity of fame ; and their hiflorians fcarcely 
condefcend to mention the fubordinate conquefts 
which are loft in the fplendour and rapidity of 
their vidlorious career. To the north of Syria, 
they paffed mount Taurus, and reduced to their 
obedience the province of Cilicia, with its capital 
Tarfus, the ancient monument of the Aflj'rjUan 
kings. Beyond a fecond ridge of the fame 
mountains, they fpread the flame of war, rather 
than the light of religion, as far as the fliores of 
the Euxine and the neighbourhood of Conftan- 
tinople. To the they advanced to the banks 
and fources of the Euphrates and Tigris : the 
long dilpLited barrier of Rome and Perfia was for 


A1 Wakidi kad likewlfe written an kiftory of theconqueft of Di- 
aifcekiTj or Mefopotamia (Ockiey? at the end of theiid voL), which our 
interpreters do not appear to have feen. - The Chronicle of Dionyiiiis 
of Telmatj the Jacobite patriarch, records the taking of EdeiIaA.I>. 637, 
andof Dara .64i'(Aireman.Bibliot.'Orienti tom.ii^'p. 103.) ; and 
a^E4' « the 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 


iSk-ND FALL 

, ever confouni^d; th^ walls of Edeffa and Amida, 
of Dara and Nifibis, which had refifted the arms 
and engines pf Sapor or Nufliirvan, were levelled 
in the dull ; and the holy city of Abgarus might 
vainly produce tlie epiftle of the image of Chrill 
to ap unbelieving conqueror. To the we/?, the 
Syrian kingdom is bounded by the fea ; and the 
ruin of Aradus, a fmall ifland or peninfula on the 
coaft, was poftponed during ten years. But the 
bills of Libanus abounded in timber ; the trade of 
Phoenicia was populous in mariners j and a fleet 
of feventeen hundred barks was equipped and 
manned by the natives of the defert. The Im- 
perial navy of the Romans fled before them from 
the Pampbylian rocks to the Hellefpont ; but 
the/pirit of the-Bmperor;i> a grandfon of Hera- 
clius, had been fubdued before the combat by a 
dream and a pun^^ The Saracens rode mailers 
of the fea 5 and the iflands of Cyprus, Rhodes, 
and the Cyclades were fuccelfively expofed to 
their rapacious vifits. Three hundred years 
before the Chriftian aera, the memorable though 
fruitlefs fiege of Rhodes by Demetrius, had 
furnilhed that maritime republic with the 

materials 


fKe attentive may glean fome doubtful information from tbe cbronogra- 
phy of Theopbanes (p.a85^a87-> ^VIoll of the towns of Mefopo- 
tamia yielded by furrender ( Abulpharag. p. 1 1 

93 He dreamt that he was at Theffalonica, an harmlefs and unmeant 
ing vifion ; but his foothfayer, or his cowardice^ underftood the omen 
of a defeat concealed in that inaufpicious word Os? ojAAw nmh Oive 
to another the viaory (Theophan. p.:;j86. Zonai'asj tom. li» I. xiv.' 

p. 880 . . , 

Every paflage and every faa that relates to the ifle? the cityj and 
the cololTus of Rhodes, are compiled in the laborious treatHe of Meur-i' 
fius, who has bellowed the fame diligence on the two larger iflands 
of Crete and Cyprus, See in the iiid vqI of liis w^orks, the Rhodiis of 
‘■■'IL . ' ■ , ' ■ ' ■ Meurflus 
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materials and the fubjeSt of a trophy. A gi- c H A P. 
gantic ftatne of Apollo or the fun, feventy . . 

cubits in height, was erected at the entrance of 
the harbour, a monument of the freedom and 
the arts of Greece. After ftanding fifty-fix 
years, the coloffusof Rhodes was overthrown by 
an earthquake; but the maffy trunk, and huge 
fragments lay fcattered eight centuries on the 
ground, and are often defcribed as one of the 
wonders of tire ancient world. They were col- 
leS;ed by the diligence of the Saracens, and fold 
to a Jewifli merchant of Edeffa, who is faid to 

have laden nine hundred camels with the weight 

of the brals metal : an enormous weight, though 
we fliould include the hundred coloflal figures 
and the three thoufand ftatues, which adorned 
the profperity of the city of the fun. 

II. The conqueft of Egypt may be explained 
by the charadter of the vidtorious Saracen, one of and 
the firjfl of his nation, in an age when the meaneft Amrou. 
of the brethren was exalted above his nature by 
the Ipirit of enthufiafm. The birth of Amrou 
was at once bafe and illuftrious : his mother, a 
notorious profiitute, was unable to decide among 
five of the Koreifii; but the proof of refemblance 
adjudged the child to Aali, the oldefl of her 
lovers The youth of Amrou Was impelled 


Meurfms (U L c. 15. p. 715— ' 7 I 9 *)- Byzantine writers, Theo- 

phanes and Conftantine, have ignorantly prolonged the term td 1360 
years, and lidkulouCly divide the weight among 30,000 camels. 

55 Centum coloffi iium nobilitaturi locum, fays Pliny, with his ufua! 
fpirit. Hill. Natur. xxxiv. 

5^ We learn this anecdote from a fpirited old woman, who reviled 
to their faces, the caliph and his friend. She was encouraged by the 
iiience of Amrou and the liberality of Moawiyah (Abulfeda, Annal. 

Moflem. p. iiiA 

by 
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by the paffions and prejudices of his kindred: 
his poetic genius was exercMed in fatirical 
verfes againft the perfon and dofitrine of Maho- 
met; his dexterity was employed by the reign- 
ing fadtion to purfue the religious exiles who 
had taken refuge in the court of the ^Ethiopian 
king^’k Yet he returned from this embafly, a 
fecret profelyte; his reafon or his infereft de- 
termined him to renounce the worfliip of idols ; 
he efcaped from Mecca with his friend Caled, 
and the prophet of Medina enjoyed at the fame 
moment the fatisfadtion of embracing the two 
firmed champions of his caufe. The impatience 
of Amrou to lead the armies of the faithful was 
checked by the reproof of Omar, who advifed 
him not to feek power and dominion, fince he 
who is a fubjedi to-day, may be a prince to- 
morrow. Yet his merit was not overlooked by 
the two firft fucceflbrs of Mahomet ; they were 
indebted to his arms for the con quell of Palef- 
tine; and in all the battles and lieges of Syria, he 
united with the temper of a chief, the valour of 
an adventurous foldier. In a vilit to Medina, 
the caliph exprelTed a wilh to fuiwey the fword 
which had cut down fo many Chriftian warriors: 
the fon of Aali unllieathed a Ihort and ordinary 
fcymetar ; and as he perceived the fui-prife of 
Omar, “ Alas,” faid the modeft Saracen, “ the 
“ fword itfelf, without the atm of its mailer, is 
“ neither Iharper nor more weighty than the 

^ Gagmer, Vie de Mahomet, tom. ii. p, 46, &c. who quotes the 
AbyiHnian hiftory, or romance of Abdel Balcides. Yet the fatSl: of the 
cmbaHy and ambafiador may be allowed. 

“ fword 

V d ' 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 



fword of Pharezdak the poet After the c ii a p. 
conqueft of Egypt, he was recalled by the jea- li* 
ioufy of the caliph Othman j but in the fubfe- ' 

quent troubles, the ambition of a foldier, a flatef- 
man, and an orator, emerged from a private 
ftation. His powerful fupport, both in council 
and in the field, eftabliftied the throne of the 
Ommiades ; the adminiftration and revenue of 
Egypt were reftored by the gratitude of Moa- 
wiyah to a faithful friend who had raifed himfelf 
above the rank of a fubjedt ; and Amrou ended 
his days in the palace and city which he had 
founded on tlie banks of the Nile. His dying 
Ipeech.to his children is celebrated by the Ara- 
bians as a model of eloquence and wifdom.: he 
deplored the errors of his youth; but if the peni- 
tent was ftill infedted by the vanity of a poet, he 
might exaggerate the venom and mifchief of his 
impious compofitions 

From his camp, in Paleftine, Amrou had fur- 
prifed or anticipated the caliph’s leave for the ofEgypt, 
invafion of Egypt The magnanimous Omar 

trufted 


TMs faying is preferred by Pocock (Not* ad Carmen Tograi^ 
p. x 84-)> and juftly applauded by Mr. Harris (Philofophical Arrange- 
jiients, p. 350*). 

^ For he life and chara&r of Amrou, fee Ockley (Hill, of the 
Saracens, vol. i. p. a8. 63. 94. 328. 342* 344* and to the end of the 
volume; voLiLp. 51. 55. 57. 74. no — iia- 162.) and Otter (Mem. 
de FAcademie des Infcriptions, tom. xxi. p. 13 1, 132.). The readers 
of Tacitus may aptly compare Vefpafian and Mucianus, with Moa- 
wiyah and Amrou. ” Yet the refembiance is ftill more in the lituation, 
than in the charadlers of the men. 

A1 Wakidi had likewife compofed a feparate hiftory of the con- 
queft of Egypt, which. Mr,„ Ockley could never procure; and his own 
inquiries (voL L 344“«-362») have added very little to the original text 
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CHAP, trufled in his God tod his fword, which had 
. , fliaken the thrones of Chofroes and C®far ; but 

when he compared the flender force of the 
Modems with the greatnefs of the enterprife, he 
condemned his own raflinefs, and liftened to his 
timid companions. The pride and the great- 
nefs of Pharaoh were familiar to the readers of 
the Koran ; and a tenfold repetition of prodigies 
had been fcarcely fufficient to effe6t, not the 
vidtory, but the flight of fix hundred thoufand 
of the children of Ifrael : the cities of Egypt 
were many and populous ; their architecture was 
ftrong and folid ; the Nile with its numerous 
branches, was alone an infuperable barrier ; and 
the granary of the Imperial city would be ob- 
ftinately defended ■ by the Roman powers. In 
this perplexity, the commander of the faithful 
refigned himfelf to the decifion of chance, or, in 
his opinion, of Providence. At the head of only 
four thoufand Arabs, the intrepid Amrou had 
marched away from his ftation of Gaza when he 
was overtaken by the meffenger of Omar. “ If 
« you are ftill in Syria,” faid the ambiguous man- 
date, “ retreat without delay; but if at the re- 
“ ceipt of this epiftle, you have already reached 
“ the frontiers of Egypt, advance with confi- 
“ dence, and depend on the fuccour of God 
“ and of your brethren.” The experience, 
perhaps the fecret intelligence, of Amrou had 
taught him to fufpeCt the mutability of courts; 


of EutycHus (AnsaL tom. H. p. S96 — -3 ^3. verf. Pocock)s the Melchlte 
patriarch of Alexandria, who Eved three hundred years after the revo* 
latioifc 

i - and 
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SB cl I 16 colitiBUcd his iBatcli till his t6Bts W6r'6 C HAP* 

unqueftionably pitched on Egyptian ground. He . , 

there affembled his officers, broke the feal, 
perufed the epiflle, gravely. 'inq^ited the name 
and fituation, of the place, apddeclared his ready 

obedience to the commands of the caliph. After 
a fiege of thirty days, he took poffeffion of Ear- 
mah or Pelufium ; and that key of Egypt, as it 
has been juftly named, unlocked the entrance of 
the country, as far as the ruins of Heliopolis and 
the neighbourhood of the modern Cairo, t 
On the weftern fide of the Nile, at a fmall dif- 
tance to the eaft of the Pyramids, at a fmall dif- phis/jj”- 
tance to the -fouth of the Delta, Memphis, one byion, and 
hundred and fifty furlongs in circumference, 
difplayed the magnificence of ancient kings. 

Under the reign of the Ptolemies and Caefars, the 
feat of government was removed to the fea-coaft ; 
the ancient capital was eclipfed by the arts and 
opulence of Alexandria; the palaces, and at 
length the temples, were reduced to a defolate 
and ruinous condition: yet in the age of Au- 
guflus, and even in that of Conftantine, Memphis 
was flill numbered among the greateft. and moft 
populous of the provincial cities The banks 
of the Nile, in this place of the breadth of three 
thoufiind feet, were united by two bridges of 

Strabo, an accurate and attentive fpeaator, obferves of Heiio- 
polis vyy& fxsv ovv Ert Travspn/jto? i (Geograph. Lxvii. 'p* 1158.); but 

of Memphis lie declares, jcat ftsT ■ 

(p. he notices, however,, the'' -mixture of inhabi- 

tants and the ruin of the palaces. In the proper -Egypt, Ammiaiius . 

enumerates Memphis among the four citiesy - maximis urbibus quibm 

pfovincia nitet (xxii. 16.); and the name of, 'Memphis appears with 

.diftindion in the Roman Itinerary and epifcopal liBf/ ■ ■ - •' , 

fixty 
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fixty and of thirty boats, connected in the mid- 
dle ftream by the finall ifland of Rouda, which 
was covered with_ gardens and habitations 
The eaftera 'extremity of the bridge was termi- 
nated by the town of Babylon and the camp of 
a Roman legion, which protedled the paffage of 
the river and the fecond capital of Egypt. This 
important fortrefs, which might be fairly de- 
fcribed as a part of Memphis or Mijrah, was 
invefted by the arras of the lieutenant of Omar : 
a reinforcement of four thoufand Saracens foon 
arrived in his camp ; and the military engines 
which battered the walls, may be imputed to the 
art and labour of his Syrian allies. Yet the liege 
was protracted to feven months ; and the rafh 
invaders were ehcompalfed and threatened by 
the inundation of the Nile Iheir laft allault 
was bold and fuccefsful ; they paffed the ditch. 
Which had been fortified with iron Ipikes, applied 
their fcaling-ladders, entered the fortrefs with 
the fhout of “ God is victorious 1” and drove tha 
remnant of the Greeks to their boats and the 
ifle of Rouda. The fpot was afterwards recom- 
mended to the conqueror by the eafy communi- 
cation with the gulf and the peninfula of Arabia : 

102 'Thefe rare and curious fadis, the breadth (2946 feet) and the 
bridge of the Nile, are oidy to be found in the DaniCh traveller and 
the Nubian geographer {p*98.)- 

*®>* ’From the month of April the Nile, begins nr. perceptibly to nfet 
the fwell becomes ftrong and vifible in the moon after theTummer 
folftice (Piim Hift. Nat. v. 10.) and is ufually proclaimed at Cairo on 
St. Peter’s day (June a9> A regifter of thirty fucteffive years marks 
the greateft height of the waters between July 2-5 Auguit iS 
(Maiiiet, Dcfcription de TEgypte, iettre xi. p. 67, Pocock s De- 
fcription of the voLi. p. aoo. Shaw’s Travels, 
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the remains of MempW^ deferted; tha tents C 

of the Arabs were converted into permanent 
habitations : and the firft mofch was bleffed by the 
prefence of fourfcore companions of Mahomet 
A new city arofe in their camp on the eaftward 
bank of the Nile ; and the contiguous quarters 
of Babylon and Foftat are confounded in their 
prefeiit decay by the appellation of old Mifrali 
or Cairo, of \\diich they form an extenlive fuburb. 

But the name of Cairo, the town of victory, 
more ftri6lly belongs to the modern capital, 
which was founded in the tenth century by the 
Fatiraitc caliphs It has gradually receded 
from the river, but the continuity of buildings 
may be traced by an attentive eye from the 
monuments of Sefoftris to thofe of baladin ® . 

Yet the Arabs, after a glorious and profitable 
enterprife, muft have retreated to the defert, had 
they not found a powerful alliance in the heart Copts or 
of the country. The rapid conqueft of Alex- 


134 Martadi, Merveilles de l^Egypte, 243 — ^ 59 * expa^tiates on 

the fubjea with the zeal and minutenefs of a citizen aiad a bigot, and 
his local traditions have a ftrong air of truth and accuracy. 

^'5 D’Herbelpt, Bibliotheque Grientale, p. 233- 

The pofitipn of New and of Old Cairo is well known, and has 
been often deferibed. Two writers who were intimately acquainted 
with ancient and modern Egj'pt have fixed, after enquiry, 

the city of Memphis at Gizeh, direaiy oppofite the Old Cairo (Sitard, 
Nouveaux Memoires des MifRons du Levant, tom. vi. p. 5. hhw s 
Obfervations and Travels, p. 196—304.). Yet we may not difregard 
the authority or the arguments of Pocock (voU. ■4i.> 

Niebuhr (Voyage, tom.i. p. anil, above all, j)f D Anville 

(Defeription de I’Egypte, p. ill, nd. 130 — 149-). who have mmoved 
Memphis towards the village of Mohannah, fome miles f^ er 0 
the fouth. In their heat, the difputants have forgot that the ample 
fpace of a metropolis covers and annihilate* the for greater part ot 
the controverfy. ' ■ v::,,: • ■ _ 

ander 
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c HAP. andeB was affifted by tbe fuperftitioti and revolt ot 
LI. _ t]je natives v they abhorred their Perfian opprel- 
fors, the difciples of the Magi, who had burnt 
the temples of Egypt, and feafted with facri- 
legious appetite on the flefli of .the god 

Apis“^ After a period of ten centunes the 

fame revolution was renewed by a fimilar caufe; 
and in the fupport of an incomprehenfible 
creed, the zeal of the Coptic Chriftians was 
equally ardent. I have already explained the 
orio-in and progrels of the Monophyfite contro- 
yeify, and the perfecution of the emperors^ 
which converted a fe^ into a nation, and alien- 
ated Egypt from their religion and government. 
The Saracens were received as the deliverers 
of. the Jacobite church*, and a fecret and 
effectual treaty was opened during the fiege of 
Memphis between a victorious array and a 

people of flaves. A rich and noble Egyptian, 

of the name of Mokawkas, had , diffembled 
faith to obtain the adminiftration of his province: 


Hift. Var. l.iv» c» 
5 mti. tom. ii. 1 .' xviL p. 197. 

fays the kft of 

two Coptic damfels^';: witli; ■ two 
ingot of pure gold? oil| 
witli- an horfcj a mule^ 

diftingwlhed by their refpeaive qualifiGations. The 


See Herodott^Sy L lii. c* 2 , 8 ? 

Suidas in tom. ii. p* 774- 

e(it. WelTeling. Tm 'ret.. 

thefe hiftorians. 

Mokaw^s fent the prophet 
maids, and one eunuch, an alabatter vafe, an 
honey, and the fineft white linen of Egypt, 
and' an afs, < 
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liis truft expofed him to the refentment of Hera- c H^A P. 
cliiisj his fubmiffion was delayed by arrogance 
and fear y and his confcience was prompted by 
intereft to throw himfelf on the favour of the 

nation and the fupport of the Sajracens. In his 

firft conference with Amrou, he heard without 
indignation the ufual option of the Koran, the 
tribute, or the fword. “ The Greeks,” replied 
Mokawkas, “ are determined to abide the de- 
termination of the fword j but with the Greeks 
“ I defire no communion, either in this world or 
“ in the next, and I abjure for ever the Byaan- 
tine tyrant, his lynod of Chalcedon, and his 
“ Melchite flaves. For myfelf and my brethren, 
we are refolved to live and die in the profel- 
“ fion of the gofpel and unity of Chrift. ^ It is 
“ impoffible for us to embrace the revelations of 
“ your prophet; but we are defirous of peace, 

“ and cheerfully fubmit to pay tribute and obedi- 
« ence to his temporal fucceffors.” ' The tribute 
was afcertained at two pieces of gold for the head 
of every Chriftian ; but old men, monks, women, 
and children of both fexes under fixteen years 
of age, were exempted from this perfbnal aflefl- 
ment; the Copts above and below Memphis 
fwore allegiance to the caliph, and proraifed an 
hofpitable entertainment of three days to every 
Mufulman who fliould travel through their coun- 
try. By this charter of fecurity, the ecclefiafti- 

cal and civil tyranny of the Melchites was defl 

embafFv of MaJiomet was difpatclied from Medina In tlie feveiitli yeai 
of the Hegira :(A»D, See Oagnier (¥le de Mahomet, tom. m 

p* a55s 456. 303.), from A1 Jamiabh . 

VOL. XX. KF troyed: 
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troyed‘°® : the anathenias of St. Cyril were thun- 
dered from every pulpit ; and the facred edifices, 
with the patrimony of the church, were reftored 
to the national communion of the Jacobites, who 
enjoyed without moderation the moment of 
triumph and revenge. At the preffing fummons 
of Amrou, their patriarch Benjamin emerged 
from his defert j and after the firft interview, tb« 
courteous Arab affected to declare, that he had 
never converfed with a Chriftiaii priell of more- 
innocent manners and a more venerable afpea"°. 

In the march from Memphis to Alexandria the 
lieutenant of Omar entrufted his fafety to the 
zeal and gratitude of the Egyptians ; the roads 
and bridges were diligently repaired-, and in 
every Hep of his progrefs, he could depend on 
a conftant fupply of provilions and intelligence. 
The Greeks of Egypt, whofe numbers could 
fcarcely equal a tenth of the natives, were over- 
whelmed by the univerfal defe6lion; they had 
ever been hated, they were no longer feared: 
the magiftrate fled from his tribunal, the bilhop 

from his altar 5 and the diftant garrifons were fur. 

urifed or ftarved by the furrounding multitudes, 
Had not the Nile afforded a fafe and ready oon- 
veyance to the fea, not an individual could have, 

The pr*feaure of Egypt, and the condua of *e war.^sd bee^ 
tnifted by Heradinsto the patriarch Cyrus (Theophan. |>.a8o, 38^> 
!rinto”faidJimesn., «doyounotconfultyourpnefc? «AVe 

« do ’’^replied the Catholic ambal&dor, « and our sSws fucceed ac- 
do, repueo Cyrus, of pay-. 

‘ “tf Lhout toSg Ae revenue, and of converting Omar by 
“g tnbnte ^ daughter(Nicephor.Breviar. p. 17 , 

O i,6-!i7lwho has enriched theconqueft of Egypt wrthfomefaa* 

Li the Arabic text of Sererus the Jacobite hiftorjan. , 
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efcaped, who by birth, or language, or office, c H A P- 
or religion, was connedled with their odious 
name. 

By the retreat of the Greeks from the provinces Siege and 
of Upper Egypt, a confiderable force was col- 
le6led in the ifland of Delta; the nktural and arti- andria* . 
dcial channels of the Nile^ afforded a fucceffion 
of ftrong and defenfible pofts; and the road to 
Alexandria was laborioufly cleared by the vidtory 
of the Saracens in two-and-twenty days of ge- 
neral or partial combat. In their annals of con- 
queft, the liege of Alexandria’” is perhaps the 
moft arduous and important enterprife. The 
firft trading city in the world was abundantly 
replenilhed with the means of fubfiftence and 
defence. Her numerous inhabitants fought for 
the deareff of human rights, religion and pro- 
perty ; and the enmity of the natives feemed to 
exclude them from the common benefit of peace 
and toleration. The fea was continually open ; 
and if Heraclius had been awake to the public 
diftrefs, frefli armies of Romans and Barbarians 
might have been poured into the harbour to lave 
the fecond capital of the empire. A circumfer- 
ence of ten miles would have fcattered the forces 
of the Greeks, and favoured the llratagems of 
an active enemy ; but the two fides of an oblong 
fquare were covered by the fea and the lake Ma- 

The local defcription o£ Alexandria is perfedly afcertained by 
the matter hand of the firtt of geographers (D’Anvillej Memoire fur 
FEgypte^ — 63.); but we may borrow the eyes of the modern 
travellersj more efpecialiy of Thevenot (Voyage au Levant, part 
p. 3 Si— "3 95.), Pocock (vol. i* p. a — 13.)^ Niebuhr (Voyage en 

Arable, tom.L p» 34* — 43 *)» Of the two modern rivals, Savary and 
Volnejs the one may amufei the other will inttructt. 

F P 2 
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rseotis, and each of the narrow ends expofed a 
front of no more than ten furlongs. The efforts 
of the Arabs were notinadequate to the difficulty 
of the attempt and the value of the prize. From 
the throne of Medina, the eyes of Omar were 
fixed on the camp and city: his voice excited 
to arms the Arabian tribes and the veterans of 
Syria; and the merit of an holy war was recom- 
mended by the pecidiar fame and' fertility of 
Egypt. Anxious for the ruin or expulfion of 
their tyrants, the faithful natives devoted their 
labours to the fervice of Amroii; fome fparksot 
martial fpirit were perhaps rekindled by the ex- 
ample of their allies; and the fanguine hopes of 
Mokawkas had fixed his fepulchre in the church 
of St.John of Alexandria. Eutychius the pa- 
triarch ohferves;’thatthe Sarkens fought with 

the courage of lions ; they repulfed the frequent 
and almoft daily fallies of the befieged, and foon 
alTaulted in their turn the walls and towers ot 
the city. In every attack, the fword, 
ner of Amrou, glittered in the van of the Mol- 
lems. On a memorable day, he was betrayed by 
his imprudent valour: his followers who had 
entered the citadel were driven back ; and the 
general, with a friend and a flave, remained a 
prifoner in ttie hands of the Chriftians. hen 
Amrou was conduced before the prmfect, he le- 
memberedhis digni’ty'and forgot his fituation ; a 
lofty demeanour, and refblute language, revealed 
the lieutenant of the caliph, and the battle-axe of 
a foldier was already raifed to flrike off the head of 
the audacious captive. His life was faved by the 
leadinefsof his Have, whoinftaiitlygave his ma ter 
, a blow 
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a blow on the face, and commanded him, with an c H A p. 
angry tone, to be filent in the prefence of his fu- . , 

periors. The credulous Greek was deceived j he 
liftened to the offhr of a treaty, and Ins prifoners 
were difmiffed in the hope of a more refpe6table 
embafly, till the joyful acclamations of the camp 
announcedthe return of their general, and infulted 
the folly of the infidels. At length, after a fiege 
of fourteen months and the lofs of three-and- 
twenty thoufand men,the Saracens prevailed : the 
Greeks embai’ked their difpirited and diminilhed 
numbers, andtheftandardof Mahomet was plant- 
ed on the walls of the capital of Egypt. “ I have 
taken,” faid Amrou to the caliph, “ the great 
“ city of the Weft. It is impoffible for me to 
enumerate the variety of its riches and beauty ; 

“ and I lhall content myfelf with obferving, that 
“ it contains four thoufand palaces, four thoufand 
“ baths,four hundred theatres or places of amufe- 
“ ment, twelve thoufand Ihops for the fale of ve- 
getable food, and forty thouland tributary Jews. 

The town has been fubdued by force of arms, 
without treaty or capitulation, and the Moflems 
“ are impatient to feize the fruits of their vic- 
“ torv“*.” The commander of the faithful re- 


Botli Eutycliius (AmiaL tom.ii. p. 319*) and Elmadn (Hiil. Sa» 
racea. p. ^^ 8 .) concur in fixing tlie taking of Alexandria to Friday of tke 
new moon of Moharram of the twentieth yeai* of the Hegira (Becem* 
ber A.D. 640). In reckoning backwards fourteen months ipent 
before Alexandria, feven months before Babylon, &c. Amrou might 
have invaded Egypt about the end of the year 638 : but we are affured, 
i^at he entered the country the 12th of Bayni, 6 th of June (Murtadi^ 
Merveilles de TEgypte, p. 164. Severus, apud Kenaudot, p. i 6 z*). The 
Saracen, and afterwards Lewis IX. of Frahoe, halted at .Pelufium, or 
I)amietta, during the feafon of the inundation of the Nile. 

Eutycli. Anna!, tom. ii» p. 316. 319. 

F F "3 ' je6led^: 
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CHAP, jedled with firmnefs the^ idea of pillage, and 
. ■ directed his lieutenant to referve the wealth and 

revenue of Alexandria for the public ferviee and 

the propagation of the faith : the inhabitants were 

numbered ; a tribute was impofed ; the zeal and 
refentment of the Jacobites were curbed, and the 

Melchites who fubmitted to the Arabian yoke, 

were indulged in the obfcure but tranquil exer- 
cife of their worfliip. The intelligence of this 
difgraceful and calamitous event affliaed the 
declining health of the Emperor ; and Heraclius 
died of a dropfy about feven weeks after the lofs 
of Alexandria Under the minority of his 
grandfon, the clamours of a people, deprived of 

their daily fuftenance,^ compelled the Byzantine 

court to undertake the recovery of the capital of 
Egypt. In the Ipace of fom' years, the harbour and 
fortifications of Alexandria were twice occupied 
by a fleet and army of Homans. They were twice 
expelled by the valour of Amrou, who was recall- 
ed by the domeftic peril from the diftant wars of 
Tripoli and Nubia. But the facility of the at- 
tempt, the repet^ion of the infult, and the obfti- 
nacy of the refiftance, provoked him to fwear, 
that if a third time he drove the infidels into the 
fea, he would render Alexandria as acceffible on 
all fides as the houfe of a proftitute. Faithful to 
his promile, he dilmantled leveial parts of the 

Notwitliftanding feme inconfiftencies of Tlieopiianes and Ce» 

drenus. the accuracy of Pagi (Critica, tom. ii. p. 8 * 4 -) has extraaed 
from Nicephorus and the Chronicon Onentale the true date of the 
dpntTi of Heraclius, February i ith, A. D. 641, 6% days after the lofs 
of Alexandria. A fourth of that time was fufficient to convey the 

■ waUs 
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Walls and towers, but the people was fpared in the ^ ^ a p. 
chaftiferaent of the city, and the mofch of Mercy <_ . ,1 

was ere6ted on the fpot where the victorious 
general had Hopped the fury of his troops. 

I Ihould deceive the expectation of the reader. The Alex- 
if I paffed in filence the fate of the Alexandrian apdran 

. 4 liunirv'* 

library, as it is defcribed by the learned Abulpha- 
ragius. The fpirit of Amrou was more curious and 
liberal than that of his brethren, and in his leifure 
hours, the Arabian chief was pleafed with the 
converfation of John, thelall difciple of Ammo- 
nius, and who derived the furname oiPhiloponus, 
from his laborious ftudies of grammar and phi- 
lofophy Emboldened by tliis familiar inter- 
courfe, Philoponus prefumed to folicit a gift, in- 
eftimable in his opinion, contemptible in that of 
the Barbarians ; the royal library, which alone, 
among the fpoils of Alexandria, had not been 
appropriated by the vifit and the feal of the con- 
queror. Amrou was inclined to gratify the with 
of the grammarian, b ut his rigid integrity refufed 
to alienate the minuteft objeCl without the con- 
fent of the caliph j and the well-known anfwer of 
Omar was infpired by the ignorance of a fanatic, 

“ If thefe writings of the Greeks agree with the 
“ book of God, they''are ufelefs and need not be 
“ preferved : if they difagree, they are pernicious 


Many treatlfes of tliis lover of labour are ftill extant j 

but for readers of tbe prefent age? the printed and unpublilhed are 
nearly m the fame predicament. Mofes and Ariftotle are the chief ob« 
je< 5 ls of his verbofe commentaries j one of which is dated as early as May 
loth^ A. D. 617 (Fabric. Bibliot. Grsec. tom.ix. p. 458 — 468.). A 
modern (John Le CIerc)9 who fometimes alTumed the fame name, was 
equal to ,oId FMloponus in . diligence? and far'fuperior in good fenfe 
and real knowledge® 

FF4 “and 
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“ and ought to be deftroyed.” The fentence 
was executed with blind obedience : the volumes 
of paper or parchment "Were diftributed to the 
four thoufand baths of the city ; and fuch was 
their incredible multitude that fix months were 
barely fufficient for the confumption of this pre- 
cious fuel. Since the Dynafties of Abulphara- 
gius have been given to the world in a Latin 
verfion, the tale has been repeatedly tranfcribed; 
and every fcholar, with pious indignation, has 
deplored the irreparable lliipwreck of the learn- 
ing, the arts, and the genius, of antiquity. For my 
own part, I am ftrongly tempted to deny both the 
fa6l and the confequences. The fa6t is indeed 
marvellous j “ Read and wonder !” fays the hif- 
torian himfelf : and the folitary report of a ftran- 
ger who wrote at the end of fix hundred years on 
the confines of Media, is overbalanced by the 
filence of two annalifts of a more early date, both 
Chriftians, both natives of Egypt, and the moll 
ancient of whom, the patriarch Eutychius, has 
amply defcribed the conquefl of Alexandria"'. 
The rigid fentence of Omar is repugnant to the 
found and orthodox precept of the Mahometan 
cafuifts: they exprelsly declare, that the religious 
books of the Jews and Chriftians, which, are ac- 

Abulpliarag. Dynaft. p.114. verf, Pf>cock. Audi quid fadlum fit 
et mirare. It would be endlefs to esiumerate the moderns who have 
wondered and believed* but I may diftinguifii with honour the rational 
fcepticifra of Renaudot (Hift. Alex. Patriarch, p. 170.): hiftoria . « , 
habet «aliquid a-rirov lit Arabibus familiare efi. 

‘'7 This curious anecdote will be vainly fought in the annals of Euty- 
chius and the Saracenic hillory of Elmacin. The filence of Abulfeda^ 
Murtadi, and a crowd of Moflems? is lefs concinfive from their igno- 
rance of Chriftian literature, 

f . quired 
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quired by the right of war, fliould never be com- chap. 
mitted to the flames ; and that the works of pro- , 

fane fcience, hiflorians or poets, phyficians or phi- 
lofophers, may be lawfully applied to the ufe of 
the faithful "h A more deftru6tive zeal may per- 
haps be attributed to the firft fucceffors of Maho- 
met ; yet in this inftance, the conflagration would 
have fpeedily expiredin the de ficiency ofraaterials. 

I (hall not recapitulate the difafters of the Alexan- 
drian library, the involuntary flame that was kin- 
dled by Cmfar in his own defence or the mif- 
chievpus bigotry of the Chriftians who ftudied to 
deflroy the monuments of idolatry'“° . But if we 
gradually defcend from the age of the xAntonines 
to that of Theodofius, we fhall learn from a chain 
of contempoi'ary witneffes, that the royal palace 
and the temple of Serapis no longer contained 


See Reland, de Jure Militarl Maliommedanorum, in Ms iiid 
volume of Diflertations, p.37- The reafon for not burning the reli- 
gious books of the Jews or Chriftians, is derived from the refpedl that 
is due to the name of God. 

^‘9 Confult the colledlions of Frenflieim (Supplement. Li vian. c. la* 
■43.)andU&er (Annal. p. 469.> Livy himfelf had ftyled the Alex* 
andrian library, elegantiae regum curseque egregium opus ; a libera! 
encomium, for which he is pertly criticifed by the narrow ftoicifm of 
Senfeca (Be Tranquillitate Animi, c.9.), whofe wifdom, on this occa* 
fion, deviates into nonfenfe- 

See this Hiftory, vol. V. p. ii l« 

Aulus Gellius (Nodles Atticse, vl. 17.), Ammianus 'Marcelllnus 
(xxiL 16.), and Orofms (I, vi. c. 15.). They all fpeak in the pafi 
tenfe, and the words of Ammianus are remarkably ftrong : fuerunt 
Bibliotheca innumerabiies ; et loquitur monumentorum veterum con- 

cinens fidesy 

■ church 
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c H A p. church and feat of the patriarchs might be en- 
. , riched with a repofitory of books ; but if the pon- 

derous mafs of Arian and Monophyfite contro- 
verfy were indeed confuraed in the public 
baths a philofopher may allow, with a fmile, 
that it was ultimately devoted to the benefit of 
mankind. I fincerely regret the more valuable 
libraries which have been involved in the ruin of 
the Eoman empire ; but when I ferioufly com- 
pute the lapfe of ages, the wafle of ignorance, 
and the calamities of war, our treafures, rather 
than our Ioffes, are the obje6t of my fur- 
prife. Many curious and interefting fa6ts are 
buried in oblivion ; the three great hiftorians of 
Rome have been tranfmitted to our hands in a 
mutilated -ftate, and we are deprived of many 
pleafing compolitions of the lyric, iambic, and 
dramatic poetry of the Greeks. Yet we fhould 
gratefully remember, that the mifchances of time 
andaccident have fparedthe claffic works to which 
the fuffrage of antiquity had adjudged the jirft 
place of genius and glory : the teachers of ancient 
knowledge, who are ftill extant, had perufed and 
compared the writings of their predeceffors ; 

nor 

Kenaudot anfwers for verfions of the Bible? Hexapla Catena 
Commentaries, 6cc* (p.170.). Our Alexandrian MS. if it came 
from Egypt? and not from Conftantinople or Mount Athos (Weftein? 
Prolegom. adN. T. p.^8? &€.)? vaight poffibl^h^ among them, 

I have often perufed with pleafure a chapter of Quintilian 
(Inftitut, Orator, x. i.)? in which that judicious critic enumerates and 
appreciates the feries of Greek and Latin daffies. 

Such as Galen, Pliny, Ariftotle, &c. On this fubjed Wotton 
(RefletSlions on ancient and modern Learnings p. 85 — 95.) argues with 
folidfenfe, againft the lively exotic fancies of Sir William Temple. 

■ II , ; , The 
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Admini- 
ftratioti of 
Egypt. 


nor can it fairly be prefumed tbat any important c H A P. 
truth, any ufeful difcovery in art or nature, has 
been fnatched away from the curiofity of modern 
ages. 

In the adminiftration of Egypt Amrou ba- 
lanced the demands of juftice and policy ; the in- 
terell of the people of the law, who were defend- 
ed by God ; and of the people of the alliance, 
who were prote^ed by man. In the recent tumult 
of conqueft and deliverance, the tongue of the 
Copts and the fword of the Arabs were moftad- 
verfe to the tranquillity of the province. To the 
former, Amrou declared, that fa6tion and falfe- 
hood would be doubly chaftifed ; by the punifli- 
ment of the accufers, whom he fliould detell as 
his perfonal enemies, and by the promotion of 
their innocent brethren, whom their envy had 
laboured to injure and fupplant. He excited the 
latter by the motives of religion and honour to 
fuftain the dignity of their chara6ler, to endear 
themfelves by a modeil and temperate conduct 
to God and the caliph, to fpare and protect a peo- 
ple who had trufled to their faith, and to content 
themfelves with the legitimate and fplendid re- 
wards of their victory. In the management of the 
revenue he difapproved the Ample but oppreflive 
mode of a capitation, and preferred with reafon 


The contempt of the Greeks for Bathark fcience, would fcarcelj 
admit the Indian or .ffithiopic books into the library of Alexandria ; 
nor is it proved that philofophy has fnHained any real lofs from their. 

excinfiom , 

This curious and authentic intelligence of Murtadi (p, a84«— 
^89. has not been difcovered either by Mr. Ockley,. or by the felf- 
fufficient compilers of the Modem Uiilveriai Hifiory*' 


a pro^ 
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BECUNE AND FALI, 

a proportion of taxes, deduced on every branch 
from the clear profits of agriculture and conir 
merce.; A third part of the tribute was appror 
priated to the annual repairs of the dyhes and 
canals, fo elTential to the public welfare. Under 
his adminiftration the fertility of Egypt fupplied 
the dearth of Arabia ; and a firing qf camels, 
laden with corn and provifions, covered almoft 
without an interval the long road from Memphis 
to Medina But the genius of Amrou foon rcr 
newed the maritime communication which had 
been attempted or atchieved by the Pharaohs, 
the Ptolemies, or the Csefars ; and*a canal, at 
lead eighty miles in length, was opened from the 
Nile to the Red Sea. This inland navigation, 
which would haVe joined the Mediterranean and 
the Indian ocean, was foon difcontinued as 
ufelefs and dangerous : the throne was removed 
from Medina to Damafcus, and the Grecian 
fleets might have explored a palTage to the holy 
cities of Arabia "h 

Of his new conqueft, the Caliph Omar had an 
imperfedl knowledge from the voice of fame and 
the legends of the Koran. He requefted that his 
lieutenant would place before his eyes the realm 
of Pharaoh and the Amalekites ; and the anfwer 
of Amrou qxhibit^ a lively and not unfaithful 

Eutycluus, Annal. tom. ik p. 320. Elmacin- Hift« Saracen. 

P- 35 - . ^ ^ , 

- On thefe obfcure canals, the reader may try to fatisfy hlmfelf from 
D^Anville (Mem. fur PEgypte, p.^.ioS— no. 124. 13 2.), and a learnect- 
thefis maintained and printed at Stralburg in the year 1770 (Jungen- 
dorurn marium fiuviorumqiie molimina, p. 39-^47. — 7o»). Even 

the fupine Turks have agitated the old projedl of joining the two feas 
(Mcmoires du Baron de Tott, tom. iv.}. 

'pidlure 
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piaure of that Angular country “ O com* CHAP. 
‘‘ mander of the faithful, Egypt is a compound 
« of black earth and green plants, between a pul- 
“ verifed mountain and a red fand. The diftance 
« from Syene to the fea is a month’s journey for 
« an horfeman. Along the"val|py defcends a 
“ river, on which the bleffing of the Moll High 
‘‘ repofes both in the evening and morning, and 
« which rifes and falls with the revolutions of the 
** fun and moon. ^H^hen tlie annual difpenfatiou 

“ of Providence unlocks the fprings and fountains 

that nourifh the earth, the Nile rolls his fwell- 
“ ing and founding waters through the realm of 
Egypt: the fields are overfpread by the falutaiy 
“ flood ; and the villages communicate with each 
“ other in their painted barks. The retreat of 
the inundation depofits a fertilizing mud for 
the reception of the various feeds . the ciowds 
“ of hufbandmen w’hb blacken the land may be 
** compared to a fwarm of induflrious ants ; and 
their native indolence is quickened by the lafli 
« of the tafk-maller, and the promife of the 
“ flowers and fruits of a plentiful increafe. Their 
“ hope is feldoin deceived ; but the riches which 
“ they extradl from the wheat, the barley, and 
« the" rice, the legumes, the fruit trees, and the 
“ cattle, are unequally fhared between thofe who 


A fmall volume, des Mer%’-eriles, &c. de TEgypte? compofed m 
tlie xiiitli centuryiby Murtadi of Cairo, and tranflated from an Arabic 
MS. of Cardinal Mazariii, was publilbed by Pierre Vatier, Pans, 1666. 
The antiquities of Egypt are wild and legendary: but the writer de- 
ferves credit and elteem for liis account of the conquefl andgeo^aphy 

of his native country (fee the correfpon^^^^ of Amrou and Omar, 
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labour and tbofe who poffefs. According to the 
“ viciffitudes of the feafbns, the face of the coun- 
“ try is adorned with a JilvervraYe, a verdent efne- 
raid, and the deep yeUow of a golden har- 
“ veil Yet this beneficial order is fometiines 
interrupted ; and the long delay and fudden fwell 
of the river in the firft year of the conqueft might 
afford fome colour to an edifying fable. It is 
faid, that the annual facrifice of a virgin '’'’ had 
been interdi<3:ed by the piety of Omar ; and that 
the Nile lay fallen andinadlive in his (hallow bed, 
till the mandate of the caliph was cafl into the 
obedient ftream, which rofe in a fingle night to 
the height of fixteen cubits. The admiration of 
the Arabs for their new conqueft encouraged the 
licenfe of their romantic fpirit. We may read, 
in the graveft authors, that Egypt was crowded 
with twenty thoufand cities or villages : that, 
exclufive of the Greeks and Arabs, the Copts 

alone 

In a twenty years refidence at Cairo, tlie conful Maillet had con- 
templated that varying fcene, the Nile (lettre ii. particularly p. 70* 
75,); the fertility of the land (lettre ix.). From a college at Cambridge, 
the poetic eye of Gray hadj^^;^ the fame objedls with a keener glance ; ^ 
What wonder in ie fultry climes that fpread, 

Where Nile, redundant o’er his fummer bed, 

From his broad bofom life and verdure fiings, 

; And broods o^er Egypt with his.watVy wings; 

If with adventurous oar, and ready fail, 

The dulky people drive before the gale' ; 

Or on fml floats to neighbouring cities ride. 

That rife and glitter o^cr the ambient tide. 

(Mafon’s Works, and Memoirs of Gray, p« 129. fsoo.jt 
Murtadi, p. 164— 167. The reader will not eafily credit an 
human facrifice under the Chriflian emperors, ora miracle of thefuc- 
ceflbrs of Mahomet. 

"' 5 * Maillet, Xefcription de FEgypte, p« aa. He mentions this 
number as the common opinion ; and adds, that tlie generality of 

, ' riiefe 
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alone were'foundjon the affeffment,fix millions of c H A P. 
tributary fiibjedts or twenty millions of either . 
fex, and of every age r that three hundred mil- 
lions of gold or lilver were annually paid to the 
treafury of the caliph Our reafon muft be 
ftartled by thefe exti'avagant alTertions ; and they 
will become more palpable, if we alTume the com- 
pafs and meafure the extent of habitable ground ; 
a valley from the tropic to Memphis, feldom 
broader than twelve miles,and the triangle of the 
Delta, a flat furface of two thoufand one hun- 
dred fquare leagues, compofe a twelfth part of / 
the magnitude of France A more accurate 


:?FAIRS 


thefe villages contain two or three thoufand perfons, and that many 
of them are more populous than our large cities. 

Eutych. Annal. tom. ii. p. 308. 311. The twenty millions are 
computed from the following data : one-twelfth of mankind above 
fixty, one-third below fixteen, the proportion of men to women as 
ieventeen to fixteen (Recherches fur la population de la France, 
p. 71, 7a.). The Prefident Goguet (Origine des Arts, &c. tom. hi. 
p. 8cc.) beftows twenty-feven millions on ancient Egypt? becaiife 
the feventeen hundred companions of Sefoilris were born on the fame 
day. ■ 

Elmacin. Hill, Saracen, p. ai 8. ; and this grofs lump is fello w^ed 
without fcruple by D’Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient, p. 1031.)? Arbutbnot 
(Tables of Ancient Coins, p. a6a.), and the Guignes (Hift. des Huns, 
tomriii. p. 135.). They might allege the not lefs extravagant libera- 
lity of Appian in favour of the Ptolemies (in priefat.) of feventy-four 
myriadsj 740,000 talents, an annual income of 185, or near 300,. mil- 
lions of pounds fterling, according as w’'e reckon by the Egyptian or the 
Alexandrian talent (Bernard de Ponderibus Antiq. p. 186.). 

See the meafurement of D^Anville (Mem. fur FEgypte, p. 

&c. After fome peeviSi cavils, M. Pauw (Recherches fur les Egyp- 
tiens, tom.i. p. •Hi*— 'lai.J can only enlarge hi$ reckoning to 
fquare leagyei. , ^ 
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of four millions three hundred thoufand pieces 
of gold, of which nine hundred thoufand were 
confumed by the pay of the foldiers Two 
authentic lifts, of the prefent and of the twelfth 
century, are circuinfci'ibed within the refpe6t- 
able number of two thoufand feven hundred vil- 
lages and towns fter a long refidence at 
Cairo, a French conful has ventured to aflign 
about four millions of Mahometans, Chriftians, 
and Jews, for the ample, though not incredible, 

fcope of the population of Egypt 

IV. The conqueft of Africa, from the Nile to 
■ the Atlantic ocean was firft attempted by the 


Renaudot, Hift. Patriarcli. Alexand. p.3o4* wbo calls the com- 
mon reading or verTton cf Elmacln, error librartu His own emendation 
of 4,300,000 pieces, in the ixth century, maintains a probable medium 
between the 3,ooo;ooo which the Arabs acquired by the conqueft of 
Egypt (idem, p. 168.) and the ^,400,000 which the Sultan of Con- 
ftantinople levied in the laft century (Pietro della Valle, tom. i. p.35a. 5 
Thevenot, parti, p. 8240 * P^^w (Recherches, tom. ii. p* 365 "~’ 373 ») 
gradually raifes the revenue of the Pharpahs, the Ptolemies, and the 
Cjelars, from fix to fifteen millions of German crowns. 

lift of Schultens, (Index Geograph, ad calcem Vit. Saladin. 
p. 5.) contains 2396 places ; that of D’Anville (Mem. fur PEgypte, 
p. ^9.3, from the divan of Cairo, enumerates 2696. 

See Maillet (Defcription de PEgypte, p. 28.), who feems to argue 
with candour and judgment. I am much better fatisfied with the obfer- 
vations than with the reading of the French conful. He was ignorant 
of Greek and Latin literature, and his fancy is too much delighted 
with the fiaions of the Arabs. Their beft knowledge is coUeaed by 
Abulfeda (Defcript. JEgypt. Arab, et Lat. a Job. David Michaelis, 
Gotting®, in 4to*, 1776}? and in two recent voyages into Egypt, we 
are amufed by Savary, and mftruaed by Volney. 1 wifti the latter 
could travel over the globe. 

My conqueft of ‘Africa is drawn from two French interpreters 
of Arabic literature, Cardpnne (Hift.de fAfrique et de fEfpagne 
fous la Domination des Arabes, tom.i. p.8— 55 -) and Otter (Hift. 
de i’Academie des Infcriptions, . tom. xxi, p.iii — 125. and 136.). 
Thp‘y derive thexr principal information from Novairi, who com- 

pofed, 
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arms of the caliph Othman. The pious defign CHAP, 
was approved by the companious of Mahomet ^ 

and the chiefs of the tribes; and twenty thou- 
fand Arabs marched From Medina, with the 
gifts and the bleffing of the commander of the 
faithful. They were joined in the^ camp of 
Memphis by twenty thoufand of their Jcbhntry-. 
men ; and the conduct of the war was entrufted 
to Abdallah '2®, the fon of Said and the fofter- 
brother of the caliph, who had lately fupplanted 
the conqueror and lieutenant of Egypt. Yet 
the favour of the prince, and the merit of his 
favourite could not obliterate the guilt of his 
apoftacy. The early converfion of Abdallah, and 
his Ikilful pen, had recommended him to the 
important ofSce of tranfcribing the Iheets of the 
Koran ; he betrayed his truft, corrupted the 
text, derided the errors which he had made, and 
fled to Mecca to efcape the juftice, and expofe 
the ignorance of the Apoftle. After the con- 
queft of Mecca, he fell proftrate at the feet 
of Mahomet : his tears, and the entreaties of 
Othman, extorted a reludtant pardon ; but 
the prophet declared that he had fo long heli- 
tated, to allow time for fome zealous difciple to 
avenge his mjury in the blood of the apoflate. 

With apparent fidelity and eff'edtive merit, he 

pofedj A.D. 133IJ an Encyclopsedia in more tiian twenty volumes. 

Tl*e live general parts fuccefiively treat of, i. Phylics, z* Man, 3.Am- 
mals, 4. Plants, and, 5. Hiftory ; and the African affairs are difcuffed in 
the vith chapter of the vth fedlion of this laft part (Reilke, Prodidagraata 
ad Hagji Chalifse Tabulas, p.!z;^z — S34.). Among the older hiftorians 
who are quoted by Novairi we may dillinguifh the original narrative 
of a foidier w'ho led the van of the Moflems. 

139 See the hiftory of Abdallah, in Abulfeda (Vit. Mohammed, 
p. 109.) and Gagnier (Vie de Mahomet, tom. in, p.45-^^‘)* 

VOL. IX. G G ferved 
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ferved the religion which it was no longer his iii- 
terell to defert : his birth and talents gave him 
an honourable rank among the Koreifti ; and, in 
a nation of cavalry, Abdallah was renowned as 
the boldeft and inoft dextrous horfeman of Ara- 
bia. At the head of forty thoufand Modems, 
he advanced from Egypt into the unknown 
countries of the Weft. The fands of JBarca 
might be impervious to a Roman legion ; but the 
Arabs were attended by their faithful camels; and 
the natives of the defert beheld without terror 
the familiar afpe6l of the foil and climate. After 
a painful march, they pitched their tents before 
the walls of Tripoli'^®, a maritime city in which 
the name, the Wealth, and the inhabitants, of the 
province had gradually centered, and which now 
maintains the third rank among the ftates of Bar- 
bary. A reinforcement of Greeks was furprifed 
and cut in pieces on the fea-ftiore ; but the forti- 
fications of Tripoli refifted the firft affaults ; and 
the Saracenswere tempted by the approach of the 
praefefit Gregory to relinquilh the labours of the 
fiege for the perils and the hopes of a decifive 

The province and city of Tripoli are defcribed by Leo Africanns 
♦(in Navigatione et Viaggi di Ramufio, tom. i. Venetian i55o> fob 76« 
^erfo) and Marmol (Defcription de I’Afrique, tom. ii. p,56a.). The 
firft of thefe writers was a Moor, a fcholar, and a traveller, who com- 
pofed or tranflated Ms African geography in a ftate of captivity at 
Rome, where he had aifitmed . thi name and religion of Pope Leo X* 
In a fimilar captivity among the Moors, the Spaniard Marmol, a foldier 
bf Charles V. compiled his Defcription of Africa, tranflated by D’^Ab- 
lancotirt into French (Paris, 1667, 3 vols, in 4to.). Marmol had read and 
feen, bfut he IsdelHtiite of the curious and extenfive obfervatioa which 
abounds in the original ^ork of Leo the African. 

Theophanes, who mentions the defeat, rather than the death, of 
Gregory. He brands the prsefedf with the name of Tv^mvoc ; he had 
^probably afiumed the ptirple (Chronograph^ p. a 85.)* 


adlion. 
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atSlion. If his ftandard was followed by one hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand men, the regular bands 
of the empire muft have been loft in the naked The 
and diforderly crowd 'of- Africans and Moors, 
who formed the ftrength, or* rather the numbers, his daug 
ofhishoft. He rejedted with indignation the 
option of the Koran or the tribute slnd “during 
feveral days, the two armies were fterbd^ en- 
gaged from the dawn of light to the hour of noonj 
when their fatigue and the exceflive heat com- 
pelled them to leek Ihelter and refireflibaent in 
their refpe6live camps. The daughter^of Gb’e* 
gory, a maid of incomparable beauty and fpirit, 
is faid to have fought by his fide: from her 
earlieft youth Ihe was trained to mount on horfe- 
back, to draw the bow, and to wdeld the fcyme- 
tar ; and the richnefs of her arms and apparel was 
confpicuous in the foremoft ranks of the battle. 

Her hand, with an hundred thoufand pieces of 
gold, was offered for the head of the Arabian ge- 
neral, and the youths of Africa were excited by 
the profpe^t of the gloidous prize. At the prel- 
fing felicitation of his brethren, Abdallah with- 
drew his perfon from the field j but the Saracens 
were difcouraned bv the retreat of their leader, 
and the repetition of thefe equal or unfuccefsfui 
conflidls. 

A noble Arabian, who afterwards became the viaoty of 
adverfary of Ali and tlie father of a caliph, had Arabs, 
fignalized his valour in Egypt, and Zobeir was 


See in Ockley (Hlft. of the Saracens> vol. ii. p. 450» thedeatk of 
Zobelr, wblcli was lionoured with the tears of Aii, againU w^hom he 
had rebelled* Hh valour at the fiege of Babylon, if indeed it be the 
fame perfon, is mentioned by Eutydiius (Anaal* tom. ii. p. 308. )»■ 
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c H A Pi thefii’ft who planted, a fcalingi-ladder againft the 
walls of Babylon. In the African war he was de- 
tached from the ftandard of Abdallah. On the 
news of the battle, Zobeir, with twelve com.i 
panions, cut his way through the camp of the 
Greeks, and preffed forwards, without tailing 
either food or repofe, to partake of the dangers 
of his brethren. He call his eyes round the field ; 

« Where,” laid he, “ is our general ?” “ In 

« his tent.” “ Is the tent a ftation for the general 
« of the Moflems ?” Abdallah reprefented with 
a blulh the importance of his own life, and the 
temptation that was held forth by the Roman 
prasfed. “ Retort,” faid Zobeir, “ on the infi- 
« dels their ungenerous attempt. Proclaim 
“ through ^e ranks, that^the head of Gregory 
“ ftiall be repaid with his captive daughter, and 
“ the equal fum of one hundred tlioufand pieces 
« of gold.” To the courage and difcretion of 
Zobeir the lieutenant of the caliph entrufted the 
execution of his own ftratagem, which inclined 
the long-difputed balance in favour of the Sara- 
cens. Supplying by activity and artifice the 
deficiency of numbers, a part of their forces lay 
concealed in their tents, while the remainder 
prolonged an irregular flcirmilh with the enemy, 
till the fun was high in the heavens. On both 
fides they retired with fainting fteps : their horfes 
were unbridled, their armour was laid afide, and 
the hoMe nations prepared, or feeined to pre- 
pare, for the refrelhment of the evening, and the 
encounter of the enfuing day. On a fudden 
the charge was founded ; the Arabian camp 
poured forth a fwarm of frelli and intrepid war- 

ribrs ; 
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riors ; and the lofig line of the Greeks and Afri-. ( 
cans was furprifed, affaulted, overturned, by new 
fquadrons of the faithful, who, to the eye of 
fanaticifm, might appear as a band of angels 
defcending from the Iky. The praefeft himfelf 
was flain by the hand of Zobeir : his daughter, 
who fought revenge and death, was furrounded 
and made prifoner ; and the fugitives involved 
in their difafter thetown of Sufetula,towhich they 
efcaped from the fabres and lances of the Arabs. 
Sufetula was built one hundred and fifty miles 
to the fouth of Carthage : a gentle declivity is 
watered by a running ftream, and fliaded by a 
grove of juniper trees ; and, in the ruins of a 
triumphal arch, a portico, and three temples of 
the Corinthian order, curiofity may yet admire 
the magnificence of the Romans'^^ After the 
fall of this opulent city, the provincials and Bar- 
barians implored on all fides the mercy of the 
conqueror. His vanity or his zeal might be 
flattered by offers of tribute or profeffions of 
faith: but his Ioffes, his fatigues, and the pro- 
grefs of an epidemical difeafe, prevented a folid 
eftablifliraent; and the Saracens, after a cam- 
paign of fifteen months, retreated to the confines 
of Egypt, with the captives and the wealth of 
their African expedition. The caliph’s fifth was 
granted to a favourite, on the nominal payment 
of five hundred thoufand pieces of gold ; but 

Sliaw^s Traveisjp* 119, , , 

* Mimica empdo, fays Abulfeda> erat lisec^ et mira donado 5 qiia»» 
doquidem Othman, ejus nomine nummos ex serario prius ablatos serario 
prjeftabat (Annal. Modem, p, 7S.). Elmacin (in Ms cloudy verfion® 
p. 39,) feems to report the fame job. When lie Arabs bedeged the 
palace of Othmanj it ftoQd high in their catalogue- of grievances® 
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the ftate was doubly injured by this fallacious 
tranfa6lion, if each foot-foldier had fliared one 
thoufandj ’ and each horfetnan three thoufand 
pieces, in the real divifion of the plunder. The 
author of the death of Gregory was expeaed to 
have claimed the raoft precious reward of the 
viaory : from his filence it might be prefumed 
that he had fallen in the battle, till the tears and 
exclamations of the prmfea’s daughter at the 
fight of Zobeir revealed the valour and modefty 
of that gallant foldier. The unfortunate virgin 
was offered, and almoft rejeaed as a Have, by 
her father’s murderer, who cooly declared that 
his fword was confecrated to the fervice of reli- 
gion 5 and that he laboured for a recompence far 
above the charms of mortal beauty, or the riches 
of this tranfitory life. A reward congenial to^ 
his temper, was the honourable commiffion of 
announcing to the caliph Othman thefucceft of 
his arms. The companions, the chiefs, and the 
people, were affembled in the mofch of Medina, 
to hear the interefting narrative of Zobeir ; and, 
as the orator forgot nothing except the merit of 
his own counfels and a6lions, the name of Ab^ 
dallah was joined by the Arabians with the he- 
roic names of Caled and Amrou’‘*h 
,f The weftern conquefls of the Saracens w er e fuf- 

pended near twenty years, till their diffeutions 
were compofed by the eftablifhment of tlie houfe 
of Ommiyah ; and the caliph Moawiyah was invit- 
ed by the cries of the Africans themfelves. The 

145 SapetJtTivot A 0 piKW^ Jtcii cru/z/SaXom? tw Ti/payw 

toyoeiw t^tov TpETracTi zcLk rB; -(Tvv 

Uv Theophan. Ciironograpli. p.285- edit. 

P^rts. Hb cbronalogy is loofe and inaccurate. ^ 

fuccei*. 
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fuccelibrs of Heraclius had been informed of the CHAP, 
tribute which they had been compelled to ftipu- 
late with the Arabs; butinftead of being moved 
to pity and relieve tlieir diftrels, they impofed, as 
an equivalent or a fine, a fecond tribute of a fimi- 
lar amount. The ears of the Byzantine minifters 
were Ihut againft the complaints of their poverty 
and ruin: their defpair was reduced to prefer the 
dominion of a Angle mailer ; and the extortions 
of the patriarch of Carthage, who was in veiled 
with civil and military power, provoked the fec- 
taries, and even the Catholics, of the Roman pro- 
vince to abjure the religion as well as the au 
rity of their tyrants. The firffc lieutenant of Mo- 
awiyah acquired a jull I’enown, fubdued an im- 
portant city, defeated an army of thirty thoufand 
Greeks, fwept away fourfcore thoufand captives, 
and enriched with their Ipoils tiie bold adven- 
turers of Syria and Egypt But the title of con- 

queror of Africa is more jullly due to his fucceC- 
for Akbah. He marched from Damafeus atthe 
head of ten thoufand of the bravefl Arabs ; and 
the genuine force of the Mollems was enlarg- 
ed by the doubtful aid and converlion of 
thoufand Barbarians. It would be difficult, nor 
is it neceffary, to trace the accurate line of 
progrefs of Akbah. The interior regions have 
been peopled by the Orientals with fiiSlitious ar- 
mies and imaginary citadels. In the warlike pro- 
vince of Zab or Numidia, fourfcore thoufand of 


Tlieophanes (m Chronograph, p. inferts the vague mmours 
that might reach Conftantinople, of the weftern conquefts of the 
Arabs; and I learn from Paul Warnefjddj 'deacon c^Aqniieia (de 
Geftis Langobard.!. v. c. 13.), that at this time they fent a fleet from 
Alexandria into the Sicilian and African feasi ■ ■ 
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the natives might affemble in arms; but the num- 
. ber of three hundred and fixty towns is incom- 
patible with the ignorance or decay of hiilban- 
dry''*'; and a circumference of three leagues will 
not be jiillified by the ruins of Erbeor Lambefa, 
the ancient metropolis of that inland country. 
As we approach the fea-coaft, the well-known 
cities of Bugia and Tangier define the more 

certain limits of the Saracen victories. A rem- 
nant of trade tlill adheres to the commodious har- 
bour of Bugia, which, in a more profperous age, 
is faid to have contained about twenty thoufand 
houfes; and the plenty of iron which is dug from 
the adjacent mountains might have fupplied a 
biaver people with the inftruments of defence. 
The remote pofition and venerable antiquity of 
Tingi, or Tangier, have been decorated by the 
Greek and Arabian fables; but the figurative ex- 
preffions of the latter, that the walls were con- 
.ftrudledof brafs, and that the roofs were covered 
with gold and lilver, may be interpreted as the 
emblems of ftrength and opulence. The province 
of Mauritania, Tingitana*^’, which affumed the 

name 

See Novairi (apud Otter> Leo ilfricamas (fol. 8i. ver/o), 

who reckons only ciilque citta e infinite cafal, Marmol (Defcription de 
FAfrique, tom. iii. p. 33.), and Shaw (Travels, p. 57. 65 — 68.). 

Leo African, fol. 58. verfo, 59.re(fi:o, Marmol, tom. ii. p. 415. 
Shaw, p. 43. 

Leo African, fol. 5 Marmol. tom. ii. p. a a 8® 

Regie ignobilis, et vlx quicquam illuftre fortita, parvis oppidis 
habitatur, parva flumina emittit, folo quam viris melior et fegnitie 
gentis oblcura. Pomponius Mela, i. 3. iii. 10. Mela deferves the 
more credit, fmee his own Phoenician anceftors had migrated from 
Tmgitana to Spain (fee in ii. 6. apaflage of that geographer fo cruelly 
tortured by Salmailusy Ilaac Voffius, and the moll: vimlent of critics, 
^ ■ ' " ■ ■ . James 
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name of the capital, had been imperfeaiy difco- c HAP. 
vered and fettled by the Romans j the five colo- j 

nies were confined to a narrow pale, and the 

more fouthern partswere feldom explored except 

by the agents of luxury, who fearched the forefts 
for ivory and the citron wood and the fiiores 
of the ocean for the purple fliell-fifli-- The fear- 
,lefs Akbah plunged into the heart of the country, 
traverfed the wildernefs in which his fuccelTors 
erected the fplendid capitals of Fez and Moroc- 
co and at length penetrated to the verge of 
the Atlantic and the great defert. The river 
Sus defcends from the weftern fides^of Mount - 
Atlas, fertilifes, like the Nile, the adjacent foil, 
and falls into the fea at a moderate diftance 
from the Canary, or Fortunate, iflands. Its 
banks were inhabited by the laft of the Moors, 

' James Gronovlus). He lived at the time of the final reduaion of that 
country by the Emperor Claudius ; yet almoft thirty years afterwards, 

Plinv fHift. Nat. v. i.) complains of his authors, too laZy to enquire, 
too Ivoud to confers their ignorance of that wild and remote province. 

The foolilh fafhion of this citron wood preraled at Rome among 
the men, as much as the tafte for pearls among the women. A round 
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c H A F. a race of fevages, without ‘ laws or difcipline, 
_,i or religion 5. they were alionifhed by the ftrange 
and irrefiftibie terrors of the Oriental arms ; and 
as they poffeffed neither gold nor filver, the 
richeft ipoil was the beauty of the female cap- 
tives, fome of whom were afterwards fold for a 
thouland pieces of gold. The career, though 
not the zeal, of Akbah was checked by the pro- 
Ipeft of a boundlefs ocean. He fpurred his 
horfe into the waves, and raifing his eyes to 
heaven, exclaimed with the tone of a fanatic, 
“ Great God ! if my courfe were not flopped by 
“ this fea, I would Hill go on, to the unknown 
“ kingdoms of the Weft, preaching the unity of 
“ thy holy name, and putting to the fword the 
** rebellious irations who worfhip any other gods 
“ than Thee Yet this Mahometan Alexan- 
der, who fighed for new worlds, was unable to 
preferve his recent conquefts. By the univerfal 
defedlion of the Greeks and Africans, he was 
recalled from the fliores of the Atlantic, and 
the furrounding multitudes left him only the 
refource of an honourable death. The laft fcene 
was dignified by an example of national virtue. 
An ambitious chief, who had difputed the com- 
mand and failed in the attempt, was led about 
as a prifoner in the camp of the Arabian gene- 
ral. The infiirgents had trufted to his difcon- 
tent and revenge ; he difdained their offers and 

Otto: (p,ii9.) has given tlie ftrongtone of faiiatieifm to this ex* 
elaination> which Cardonne (p. 37.) has foftened to a pious wifh of 
preaching the Koran* Yet they had both the fame text of Novairi 
before their eyes. 
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rfevealed their defigiis. In the hour 
the grateful Akbah unlocked his fetters, and ad- 
vifed him to retire ; he chofe to die under the 
banner of his rival. Embracing.as friends and 
martyrs, they unflbeathed thear fc^mitars, broke 
their - fcabbards, and maintained an obftinate 
combat, till they fell by each other’s fide on 
the laft of their llaughtered countrymen. The 
third general or governor of Africa, Ziiheir, 
avenged and encountered the fate of his pre- 
deceffor.’ He vanquifhed the natives in many 
battles ; he was overthrown by a powerful army, 
which Conftantinople had fent to the relief of 
Carthage. 

It had been the frequent practice of the FounJa- 
Moorifli tribes to join the invaders, to fhare the 
plunder, to profefs the faith, and to revolt to a.d! 
their favage ftate of independence and idolatry, ^7<^~6is 
on the fii’ft retreat or misfortune of the MoflemsL 
The prudence of Akbah had propofed to found ' 
an Arabian colony in the heart of Africa ; a cita- 
del that might curb the levity of the Barbarians, 
a place of refuge to fecure, againft the accidents 
of war, the wealth and the families of the Sara- 
cens. With this view, and under the modell title 
of the ftation of a caravan, he planted this 
colony in the fiftieth year of the Hegira. In 
its prefent decay, Cairoan Itill holds the 
fecond rank in the kingdom of Tunis, from, 
which it is diftant about fifty miles to the 


Tlxe foimdation of Cairoan is mentioned by Ockley (Hlft.ofthe 
Saracens, voL il, p. I a 9> 130.); and the fituation, mofch, &c. of the^ 
city are defcribedby Leo Africanus (fob 7^.), Marmol (tom.ii.p.532*) 
and Shaw (p* 
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Ibuth ’=‘5; its Mand fituation, twelve miles weft- 
ward of the fea^ has protedfted the city from the 
Greek and Sicilian fleets. When the wild beafts 
and ferpents were extirpated, wdien the foreft, or 
rather wildernels, w'as cleared^ the veftiges of 
a Roman town were difcovered in a faiidy plain: ' 
the vegetable food of Cairoan is brought from 
afar; and the fcarcity of fprings conftrains the 
inhabitants to colledl in cifterns and refervoirs a 
precarious fnpply of rain-watei’. Thefe obftacles 
were fubdued by the induftry of Akbah ; he 
traced a circumference of three thoufand and fix 
hundred paces, which he encompaflTed with a 
brick wall ; in the Ipace of five years, the gover- 
nor’s palace was furrounded'.with a fufficient 
number of private habitations ; a fpacious mofch 
was fupported by five hundred columns of gra- 
nite, porphyry, and Numidian marble ; and Cai- 
roan became the feat of learning as well as of 
empire. But thefe were the glories of a later 
age ; the new colony wnis fliaken by the fuccef- 
live defeats of Akbah and Zubeir, and the 
weftern expeditions were again interrupted by 
the civil difeord of the Arabian monarchy. The 
fon of the valiant Zobeir maintained a war of 
twelve years, a fiege of feven months againft the 
houfe of Ommiyah. Abdallah was faid to unite 
the fiercenefs of the lion with the fiibtlety of 

A portentous, though frequent, miiiake has been the confound- 
ing, from a flight fimllitude of name, the Cyrene of the Greeks, and 
the Cairoan of the Arabs, two cities which are feparated by an interval 
of a thoufand miles along the fea-coafl. The great Thuanus has not 
efcaped this fault, the iefs excufable as it is connedled witli a forma! 
and elaborate defeription of Africa (Hifloria. l.vii. in tom^i. p.a-4o» 
edit. Buckley). 
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the fox ; but if he inherited the courage, he was c H 
devoid of the generofity of his father 


The return of domeftic peace allowed the ca- conqueft 
liphAbdalmalek to refume.theconquell of Africa; ^lar- 

the ftandard was delivered to Haffan governor of ^ 
Egypt, and the revenue of that kingdona, vpith an 69s— 698 
army of forty thouiand men, was confecrated to- 
the important fervice. In the vicilfitudes of war, 
the interior provinces had been alternately won 
and loft by the Saracens. But the fea-coaft ftiil 
remained in the hands of the Greeks ; the pre- 
deceffors of Haffan had refpedted the name and 
fortifications of Carthage ; and the number of its 
defenders was recruited by the fugitives of Cabes 
and Tripoli. The arms of Haflan vrere bolder and 
more fortunate ; he reduced and pillaged the me- 
tropolis of Africa; and the mention of fcaling- 
ladders may juftify the fulpicion that he antici- 
pated, by a fudden aflauit, the more tedious ope- 
rations of a regular Cege. But the joy of the con- 
querors was foon difturbed by the appearance of 
the Chriftian fuccours. The prsefefit and patri- 
cian John, a general of experience and renown, 
embarked at Conftantinople the forces of the 
Eaftern empire'” ; they were joined by the fliips 

and 


Befides the Arabic chronicles of Abulfeda, Elmacin? and Abul- 
pharagiusj under the Ixxiiid year of the Hegira, we may confult 
D^Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient, p. 7.) and Ockley (Hift. of the Saracens, 
voLii. p»339— -349.). The latter has given the laft and pathetic 
dialogue between Abdallah and his mother; but he has forgot a 
phyfical elFedi of ^er for htis death, the return, at the age or 
ninety, and fatal confequences, of 

AEomos . » « . cc^xa^vra, «rrAct]u.a, rpc&Tjjyov rs 

o^VTOii laiccyym roy UiXT^twy s^xtipv twv w§(3;^stpicr<&iJi.5io: 
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atid the fitdiws Sicily, and a powerful rein- 
forcement of G-cfths'^* ■was obtained from the fears 
and religion of the Spanifli monarch. The weight 
of the confederate navy broke the chain that 
guarded the entrance of the harbour ; the Ai ab;> 
retired to Cairoan, or Tripoli ; the Chnftians 
landed; the citizens hailed the enfign of the 
crofs, and the winter was idly wafted in the dream 
of victory or deliverance. But Africa was irre- 
coverably loft : the zeal and refentment of the 
commander of the faithful'” prepared in the en- 
fuing fpring a more numerous armament by fea 
and land ; and the patrician in his turn was com- 
pelled to evacuate the poll and fortifications of 
Carthage. A fecond battle was fought in the 
neighbourhood of Utica : the Greeks and Goths 
were again defeated; and their timely embaika- 
tion faved them from the fword of Haflan, 


KapvviSoya Ef£7rs/.x4^5V. Nicephori Conftantlno- 

jpolitani Bfeviar, p.a8. The patriarch of Gonllantinople, with Theb- 
phanes (Chronograph, p. 309-)» flightly mentioned this M at- 

tempt for the relief of Africa. Pagi (Critica, tom. lii. p. ia 9 . 141.) 
has nicely afcertained the chronology by a ftrid comparlfon of the 
Arabic and Byzantine hiflorians, who often difagree both in time and 
faa. See iikewifo anoteof Otter (p. izi.). 

Do¥e Terano ridotti i nobili Romani e i Gotti; and afterwards^ 
i Romani fuggirono e i Gottis lafciarono Carthagine (Leo African, fo!. 
7 a. reao.). 1 know not from what Arabic writer the African derived 
his Goths; but the fa^, though new, is fo intereiling and fo probable, 
that I will accept thi ilghtdl: authority. 

*59 This commander is ftyled by Nkephoms a 

vague though not improper definition of the caliph. ^ Theophanes in- 
troduces the fti'ange appellation of TlporocrvjAlBoXoc, which his interpreter 
Goar explains by Vi^ir A%em, They may approach “ the truth, in 
affigning the aaive part to the minifter, rather than the prince; but 
they forget that the Ommiades had only a kateb, or fecretary, and 
that the office of Vizir was not revived or inilituted till the I32d year 
of the Hegira (D%rbelot, p. 91a.}. 
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wlio had invefted the flight and infufficient ram- CHAP- 
part of their camp. Whatever yet remained of . /y' , 
Carthage, was delivered to the flames, and the 
colony of Dido and Caelar lay defolate above 
two hundred years, till :a part, ^eiteps a twen- 
tieth, of the old circumference wm repeopled by 
the firfl of the Patamite caliphs. . In the begin- 
ning of the fixteenth century, the fecond capital 
of the Well was reprefented by a mofch, a col- ’ 
lege without ftudents, twenty-five or thirty {hops, 
and the huts of five hundred peafants, who, in 
their abje6l poverty, dilplayed the arrogance of 
the Punic fenators. Even that paltry village 
was fwept away by the Spaniards whom Charles 
the Fifth had ftationed in the fortrefs of the 
Goletta. The ruins of Carthage have perilhed j 
and the place might be unknown if fome broken 
arches of an aquedudl did not guide the foot- 
fteps of the inquifitive traveller'*'.'”'^ " - 

The Greeks were expelled, but the Arabians Final coh- 
were not yet mailers of the country. In the in- 
terior provinces the Moors or Berbers'% fo feeble A.r>. 

under 698—709. 


According to Sollnus ( 1 . ^7. p. 36- edit. Salmas.) the Carthage of 
Dido ftood either 677 or 737 years ; a various reading, which proceeds 
from the difference of MSS. or editions (Salmas. Hin. Exercit. tom. i. 
p. The ■ former of thefe accounts, which gives 823 years be- 

fore Chrift, is more conliilent with the well-weighed teftiir«)ny of 
Velleius Paterculus: but the latter is preferred by our chronologHl 
(Marfliam, Canon. Chron. p. 398.) as more agreeable to the Hebrew 
and Tyrian annals. 

Leo African. foL 71. verfo; 72. re(Slo. Marmol, tom. iL p. 445 

-~-447» ^ Shaw, p. So. ■ 

The hillory of the word Barbar catLy be clafled under four pe- 
riods. I. In the time of Homer, when the Greehs and Afiatks might 
probably ufe a common idiom; the imitative found of Barbar was ap- 
plied 
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under the firii Ca^rsifo formidable to the Byzan- 
tine princes, maintained a diforderly refiftance to 
the religion and power of the fucceffors of Maho- 
met. Under the ftandard of their queen Cahina 
the independent tribes acquired fome degree of 
union and difcipline; and as the Moors refpeaed 
in their femalesthe charaiSter of a prophetefs,they 
attacked the invaders with an enthufiafm fimiiar 
to their own. The veteran bands of Haffan were 
inadequate to the defence of Africa: theconquefts 
of an age were loft in a fingle day ; and the Ara- 
bian chief, overwhelmed by the torrent, retired 
to the coniines of Egypt, and expeaed, five years, 
the prdmifed fuccours of the caliph. After the re- 
treat of the Saracens, the viaorious prophetefs af- 
fembled the Moorifla chiefs, and recommended a 
meafure of ftrange and favage policy. “ Our 
« cities,” faid (he, “ and the gold and filver which 
“ they contain, pepetually attraa the arms of the 
“ Arabs. Thefe vile metals are not the objeas 
« of our ambition ; we content ourfelves with the 
Ample produaions of the earth. Letusdeftroy 

plied to the ruder tribes, whofe pronunciation was moft harfh, whofe 
grammar was moft defedlive. (Iliad ii, 867. with 

the Oxford fcholiaft, Clarke’s Annotation, and Henry Stephens’s Greek 
Thefauras, tom. i. p. 7 ao.). 2, From the time, at leaft, of Herodotus, 

it was extended to all the nations who were ftrangers to the language 
and manners of the Greeks. 3*. Plautus, the Ronians 

fubmitted to the inftilt (Pompelus Feftus, 1 . ll p. 48. edit. Dacier), 
and freely gave themfelves the name of Barbarians. They infenfibly 
claimed an exemption for Italy, and her fubjedl provinces ; and at 
length removed the difgraceful appellation to the favage or hoftile 
nations beyond the pale of the empire. 4. In every fenfe, it was due 
to the Moors ; the familiar word was borrowed from the Latin pro- 
vincials by the Arabian conquerors, and has juftly fettled as a local de- 
nomination (Barbary) along the northern coafl: of Africa. 
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thfefb cities; let us bury in theif mins thofe C H aE. 
« pernicious treafures ; and when the avarice of . 

our foes fliall be deftitute of temptation, per- 
** haps they will ceafe to difturb the tranquillity 
of a w'arlike people.” The propolal was ac- 
e^ted with unanimous applaufe. From Tahgiet 
to Tripoli the buildings, or at leaft the fortifica- 
tions, were demoliflied, the fruit-trees were cut 
ddvte’, the mfeans of fiifefiftence were extirpated, 
a fertile and populous garden was changed into 
a defert, and the hiftoriaiis of a more recent 
period could difcern the frequent traces of the 
prolperity and devaftation of their anceftors. 

Such is the tale of the modem Arabians. Yet 1 
ftrongly fulpefit that their ignorance of antiquity, 
the love of the marvellous, and the faftiion of 
extolling the philofophy of Barbarians, has in- 
duced them to defcribe, as one voluntary a6fc, 
the calamities of three hundred years fince the' ' 
firft fury of the Donatifts and Vandals. In the 
progrels of the revolt Cahina had molt probably 
contributed her fliare of deftru6tion ; and the 
alarm of univerfal ruin might terrify and alienate 
the cities that had relu6lantly yielded to her un- 
worthy yoke. They no longer hoped, perhaps 
they no longer wilhed, the return of their By- 
zantine fovereigns: their prefent fervitude was 
not alleviated by the benefits of order and juftice ; 
and the moft zealous Gatholid mttft prefer tfie 
imperfect truths of the Koran to the blind and 
rude idolatry of the Moors. The general of the 
Saracens was again received as the laviour of the 
province: the friends of civil fbciet/ cdhfpired 
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againft the favages of the land ; and the royal 
prophetefe "was flain in the firft battle which over- 
turned the bafelefs fabric of her fuperflition and 
empire* The fame fpirit revived under the fuc- 
celTor of Haffan j it was finally quelled by the 
activity of Mufa and his two fbns j but the num- 
ber of the rebels may be prefumed from that of 
three hundred thoufand captives; fixty thoufand 
of whom, the caliph’s fifth, were fold for the pro- 
fit of the public treafury. Thirty thoufand of the 
Barbarian youth were enlifted in the troops ; and 
the pious labours of Mufa to inculcate the know- 
ledge and praaice of the Koran, accuftomed the 
Africans to obey the apoille of God and the 
commander of the faithful. In their climate and 
government, their dietandhabitation, the wander- 
ino- Moors refembled the Bedoweens of the defert. 


Adoption 
of the 
M<?ors. 


Tlte BA book of Leo ilfricanus, and the obfervations o£ Dr 
.aw wHl throw feme light on Ae 

ving tribes of Barbary, of Arabian or Moorilh defeent* But 
law had feen thefe favages with diftant terror ; and Leo, a captive 

... ' ' ■ < ' 'in 
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V. In the progrefs of conqueft from th^ north’' ^ 
and fouth, the Goths and the Saracens encoim- u— v- '— j 
tered each other on the confines of Europe and 
Africa.. In; the opinion of the' latter, the dif- tempta- 
ferenCe of religion is a reafonahle ground of 
enmity and warfare As early as the time of the^rbs; 
Othman their piratical fquadrons had ravaged ad. 709 
the coaft of Andalufia ““ ; nor had they forgotten 
the relief of Carthage by the Gothic fuccours. 

In that age, as well as in the prefect, the kings 
of Spain were poffefied of the forlrefsofCeutay 
one of the columns of Hercules, which is divided 
by a narrow ftreight from the oppolite pillar or 
point of Europe. A finall portion of Mauritania 
was ftill wanting to the African conqueft ; but 
Mufa, in the pride of vidtory, was repulfed from 
the walls of Ceuta, by the vigilance and courage 
of Count Julian, the general of the Goths. From 
his difappointraent and perplexity, Mufa was 
relieved by an unexpected meflage of the Chrif- 


In the Vatican, appears to have loft more of his Arabic, than he could 
acquire of Greek or Ilomaii, learning. Many of his grofs miftakes 
might be detedled in the firft period of the Mahometan hiftory. 

In a conference with a prince of the Greeks, Amrou obferved 
that their religion was different; upon which fcoi'e it was laMrful for 
brothers to quarrel. Ocldey^s Hiftory of the Saracens, voL 1 . p. 

Abulfeda, Aniial. Mollein. p. 78. vei'f.Rellke* 

The name of Andalufia is applied by the Arabs not only to the 
modern province, but to the whole peninfula of Spain (Geograp. 
I^ub. p. iji* Blierbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 114, 115.). The etymo- 
logy has been moft improbably deduced fronl Vaadalulia, country of 
the Vandals (D’Anviile, Etats de TEurope, p, 146, 147, &c. But the 
Handalufia of Cafiri, which fignifies in Arabic, the region of the even- 
ing, of the Weft, in a word, the Hefperia of the Greeks? perfecftly 
oppoftte (Bibliot. Arabico-Hifpana? tom. iL p, 327, ^q.), 

u e^.2 tian 
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, , and his fword,:to ti^ fi^efifors ©f Mahdai^ and 

folicited the difgraceful honour of introducing 
their axms into the heart of Spain If we en- 

quire into the caufeof his treachery, the Spaniards 
will repeat the popular ftory of his daughter 
Cava'®® 5 of a virgin who was feduced, or ravifli- 
ed, by her fovereign ; of a father who facrificed 
his religion and country to the thii-ft of revenge. 
The paffions of princes have often been licen- 
tious and deftrufifcive ; but this well-known tale, 
romantic in itfelf, is indifferently fupported by 
external evidence; and the hiftory of Spain 
will fuggefl- fome motives of intereft and policy 
, more congenial to the breaft of a. veteran ftatef- 
man '®». t After the decfaife or depolltion of Wi- 

tiza. 


The fall and refurrecSIiion of the Gothic monarchy are related 
by Mariana (tom. i. p. — a6o. 1 . "vL c. 19 — a6. 1 . vii. That 

hiilorian ims infufedinto his noble work (Hiftorise de Rebus Hifpaiusey 
iibri XXX. Hag32 Comitum 1733? in four volumes in folio, with the 
Continuation of Miniana), the %Ie and fpirit of a Roman clalTic; and 
after the xiith century, his knowledge and judgment may be fafely 
truRed. But the Jefuit is not exempt from the prejudices of his or- 
der; he adopts and adorns, like Ms rival Buchanan, the moft abfurd 
of the national legends; he is too carelefs of criticifm and chronology, 
and fupplies, from a lively fancy, the chafnis of hiftorical evidence® 
Thefe chafras are large and frequent; Roderic, ArchbHhop of Toledo, 
the father of' the Spanilb hiftory, lived five hundred years after the 
conqueftof the Arabs; and the more early accounts are comprifed 
in fome meagre lines of thuei blind chronicles of Ifidore of Badajoss 
(Pacciifis) and of Alphonfo HI. ICmg of Leon, which 1 have only in 
the annals of Pagi. 

Le viol (fays Voltaire) eft aufii difficile a faire qu’a prouver® Dcs 
Rveques fe fcroient ils lignes pour une fille ? (Hift« Generaie, g» xxvi.}« 
liis argument is not logically conclufive* 

In the ftory of Cava, Mariana ( 1 . vi. p. a4X, foems 
to vie with the Lucretm of Livy. Like the ancients, lie feldom 

..-quotes; 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


469 

tiza, iiis two fons were fupplanted by the ambition c H A P- 
of Roderic, a noble Goth, whofe father, the duke . 
or governor of a province, had fallen a vi6tim to sutTrf 
the preceding tyranny. The monarchy was ftill Gothic 
elet^ive j but tlie Ions of Witiza, educated on the 
fteps of the throne, were impatient of a private 
ftation. Their refentment was the more, dan- 
f gerous, as it was varniflied with the diflimulation 

: of courts: their followers were excited by the 

remembrance of favours and the promife of a 
revolution; and their uncle Oppas, Archbilhop of 
Toledo and Seville, was the firft perfon in the 
church, and the fecond in the Hate. It is pro- 
bable that Julian was involved in the difgrace of 
the unfuccefsful faction, that he had little to hope 
i and much to fear from the new reign ; and that 

I the imprudent king could not forget or forgive 

the injuries which Roderic and his family had fuf- 
tained. The merit and influence Of the count 
rendered him an ufeful or formidable fubjefit : his 
eftates were ample, his followers bold and nume- 
rous, and it was too fatally Ihewn that, by his 
Andalufianand Mauritanian commands, he held 
in his hand the keysof the Spanifli monarchy. Too 
^ feeble, however, to meet his fovereign in arms, 

] he fought the aid of a foreign power ; and his raflt 

] invitation of the Moors and Arabs produced the 

i calamities of eight hundred years. In his epiftles, 

or in a perfonal inter\dew, he revealed the wealth ^ 

quotes; and tlie oldeft teftimony of Baroiiius (Anna!. Ecdef. A. D, 

1 713J N® I9*)j that of Lucas Tudenfis, a Gallician deacon of the xiiith 
century:^ only fays^ Cava quam pro concubina utebatur. 

H H 3 and 
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aiul nakednefs df bktfdiiWtfy>tbe weaknefs.of an 
unpopular prince; the degefeeMcy of ^.n effcrni'i 
nate people. . The Goths were no longer the 
viaorioLis Barbarians who had humbled the pride 
of Rome, defpoiled the queen of nations, and 
penetrated from the Danube to the Atlantic 
ocean. Secluded from the world by the Pyre, 
nman mountains, the fuccefibrs of Alaric had 
(lumbered in a long peace ; the walls of the cities 
were mouldered into duft: the youth had aban. 
doned the cxercife of arms; and the prefuraption 
of their ancient renown would expofe them in a 
field of battle to the firfl alTault of the invaders. 
The ambitious Saracen was fired by the eafe and 
importance of the attempt. ; but the execution 
was delayed, tillhe had confolted the commander 
of the faithful ; and his melfenger returned with 
thepermifiion ofWalid to annex the unknown 
kino-doms of the Weft to the religion and throne 
of the caliphs. In his refidence of Tangier, 
Mufa, with fecrecy and caution, continued his 
correfpondence and haftened his preparations. 
But the remorfe of the confpirators was foothed 

by the fiillacious afiurance that he (hould con- 
tent himfelf with the glory and Ipoil, without 
afpiring to eftabli(h the Mollems beyond the lea, 

that feparates Africa from Europe 
• Tlie Orientals, Elmacin, Abulpliaragius, 

the conqueft of Spain in fflence, or with a fingle word. “ 

Novairi, and the other Arabian writers, is repreientcd, though witi, 
W forckn allov, by M. de Cardonne (Hift. de fAfrique et de 
I’Efpagne fous la Domination des Awbes, Pans, 1765. .yyt “ 
low. 55-114.), and more concifely by M. de Guignes (IM. 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. „ 471 

Before Mufa would truft an army of the faith- c H A P. 
ful to the traitors and infidels of a foreign land, he , , 

made a lefs dangerous trial of their ftrength and The firfi 
veracity. One hundred Arabs, and four hundred <iefcerit of 
Africans, pafled over, in four velTels, from Tan- 
gier, or Ceuta ; the place of their defeent on the J“h- 
oppofite fhore of the llreight, is marked by the 
name of Tarif their chief; and the date ofrithis 
memorable event’’" is fixed to the month of Ra- 
madan, of the ninety-firft year of the Hegira, to 
the month of July, leven hundred and forty-eight 
years from the Spanifli aera, ofCmfar”^, feven' 
hundred and ten after the birth of Chrift. From 
their firfl flation, they marched eighteen miles 

des Huns, tom. i. p. 347- — 350.). The librarian of the Efcurial has 
not fatisfied my hopes : yet he appears to have fearched with diligence 
his broken materials; and the hiftory of the conqueft is illuftrated by 
Ibme valuable fragments of the genuine Razis (who wrote at Corduba, 

A.H. 300), of Ben Hazil, &c. , See Bibliot, Arabic^Hlfpaila, tom. ii. 
p. 33. 105, 106. 182. 25a. 319 — • 332 « ^ On this occafion, the induibry 
of Pagi has been aided by the Arabic learning of his friend the Abbe 
de Lohgu^rue, and to their joint labours I am deeply indebted. 

A inillake of Rhpderic qf Toledo, in comparing the toar 
years of the Hegira with the Julian years of the JEra, has determined 
Baronins, Mariana, and the crowd oi Spanilh hiftorians, to place the 
firft invafion in the year 713, and the battle of Xeres in ISfovember 714. 

This anachronifm of three years has been detedled by the more coiTetft 

induftry of modern chronologifts, above all, of Pagi (Critica, tom. in* 
p. 169. X 7 1—174.), who have reftored the genuine ftate of the revO" 
lution. At the prefent time an Arabian fcholar, like Cardonne, 
who adopts the ancient error (tom. i. p. 75 is inexcufably ignorant 
or carelcfs. 

. '^ 7 ^ The iEra of Ckefar, which in Spain was in legal and popukr ufa 
till the xivth century, begins thirty-eight years before the birth ot' 

Chrift. I w’'ould refer the origin to the general peace by fea and 
land, which confirmed the power and partition 0^ triumvirs 
(Dion. Caffius, 1 . xlviii. p* 547* 553 * Appian de Bell. Civil. 1 . v« 
p. 1034* edit. foL). Spain was a province of Csefar 0 (ftavian ; and 
Tarragona, w’^hich raifed the firft temple to Auguftus (Tacit. Annah 
I. 78.), might borrow from the Orientals tins mode of flattery^ 

H H 4 ^ through 
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CHAP, thropgh and town 

^ , qf,. Juliap 5 'qft -called Algezire)- 

they bellowed the Paine of the Green Ifland, 

. frorn a yei’dant cape that advances into the fea. 

^ entertainment, the Chriftians 

, ‘ ,, who joined their ftandard, their inroad into a 
fertile and unguarded province, the richnefs of 
their fpoil, and the fafety of their return, an- 
nounced to their brethren the moll favourable 
omens of vidlory. In the enfuing Ipring, five 
thoufand veterans and volunteers were embarked 
under the command of Tarik, a dauntlefs and 
Ikilful foldier, who furpaffed the expedlation of 
his chief ; and the neceffary tranfports were pro- 
vided by the indullry of ..their too faithful ally. 
'fiiKr fe- ^i^acqas landed it ,ihe pillar or point of 

Enrope i the’ corrupt and femiliar appeBation of 
A.D. 711, Gibraltar (Gebel al Tarik ) defcribes the moun- 
tain of Tarik; and the intrenchments of his 
camp were the firft outline of thofe fortifications, 
which in the hands of our countrymen, have 
refilled the art and power of the houfe of 
Bourbon. The adjacent governors informed 
the court of Toledo of the defcent and progrefs 
of the Arabs ; and the defeat of his lieutenant 
Edeco, who had been commanded to feize and 
bind , the prefumptuous flrangers, admonifhed 

The road, the country, the old Caftle of Count Julian, and the 
fuperftitious belief of the Spaniards of hidden treafures, are 
defcribed by Pere Labat (Voyages en Efpagne et en Italic, tom» i. 
ao 7 — a 1 7.) with his ufual plez^antry. 

The Nubian Geographer (p. 154.) explains the topography of 
the wars but it is highly incredible that the lieutenant of Mufa 
thould execute the defperate and ufelefs meafure of burning Ms 

Roderic 
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Roderic of the magnitude of the danger»i: At p; 
the I’oyal fummons, the dukes, and coiints,:'thiB , 
bifliops and nobles of the Gothic monarch^V 
affembled at the head of their followers; and tlie 
title of King of the Romans, ■which is employed 
by an Arabic hiftoriati, may be exciifed by the 
clofe affinity of language, religion, and manners,' 
between the nations of Spain. Hisartnyconlift^d: 
of ninety or an hundred thoufand riien ; ai formid- 
able power, if their fidelity and difcipline had 
been adequate to their numbers. The troops of jt, 

Tarik had been augmented to twelve thpnfand 
Saracens ; but the Chriftian malecontents were 
attradled by the influence of Julian, and a crowd 
of Africans molt greedily tailed the temporal 
bleffings of the Koran. In the neighbourhood of 
Cadiz, the town of Xeres has been illullrated 
by : the encounter which determined .the fate of aadviflo- 
the kingdom; the llream of the Guad^ete,'which 
falls into the bay, divided the two camps, and 
marked the advancing and retreating fkirmilhes 
of three fucceffive and bloody days. On the 
fourth day, the two armies joined a more ferious 
and decifive iffue ; but Alaric would have bluth- 
ed at the fight of his unworthy fuccelTor, fuftain- 
ing on his head a diadem of pearls, incumbered 
with a flowing robe of gold and filken embroidery, 
and reclining on a litter, or car of ivory, drawn 
by two white mules. Notwithllanding the valour 
of the Saracens, they fainted under the weight 

Xeres (the Roman colony of Alla Regia) IS only* two leagues from 
Cadiz. In the xvith century it was a granary of corn ; and the wine 
of Xeres is familiar to the nations of Emope (Lud. Non 5 i®pam« 
c* 13. p. 54 — 56. a work of correct and concHe JII*Anville> 

E^ts de f Europe^ p. 3:54.)«^ , ' 

of 
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• of multitudes, and the plain of Xeres was over- 
^ Ipread with fixteen thoufand of their dead bodies. 
‘‘ My brethren,” faid Tarik to his furviving 
companions, “ the enemy is before you, the fea 
“ is behind ; whither would ye fly ? Follow your 
“ general : I am refolved either to lofe my life, 
“ or to trample oai the ;pcqftrate king of the 
“ Romans.” < l^^des the .refource of defpair, 
he confided. in ' the* fecret correfpondence and 
no61:urnal interviews of Count Julian, with the 
fons and the brother of Witiza. The two princes 
and the Archbifhop of Toledo occupied the 
moft important poll ; their well-timed. defedtion 
broke the ranks of the Chriftians; each warrior 
was prompted by fear or fufpicion to confult his 
perfonal iafety j and the remains of the Gothic 
army were fcattered or deftroyed in the flight 
and purfuit of the three following days. Amidd 
the general diforder, Roderic ftarted from his 
car, and mounted Orelia, the fleeted of his 
horfes ; but he efcaped from a foldier’s death to 
perilli more ignobly in the waters of the Boetis or 
Guadalquiver. His diadem, his robes, and his 
eourfer were found on the bank ; but as the body 
of the Gothic prince was lod in the waves, the 
pride and ignorance of th e caliph mud have been 
gi-atified with Ibrae meaner head, which was ex- 
pofed in triumph before tire palace of Damafcus. 
“ Andfuch,” continues a valiant hidorian ofthe 
Arabs, “ is the fate of thofe kings who withdraw' 
themfelves from a field of Itattle 'A” 

Count 

Id fane infortuiiii regIbus pedem ex acie referentibus fsepe con- 
^git* Ben Hazil of Grenada^ in Bibliot. Arabico-Hifpanaj, tom. 
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Count Julian had plunged fo deep into guilt CHAP. 

and infamy, that his only hope was in the ruin , 

of his country. After the battle of Xeres he Ruin of 
recommended the moft e;^6tual meafurestothe 
vi6lorious Saracen. “ The king of the Goths a.d. 711'. 
is flain ; their princes are fled before you, the 
army is routed, the nation is aftoniflied. Se- 
“ cure with fufficient detachments the cities of 
“ Boetica ; but in perfon, and without delay, 

“ march to the royal city of Toledo, and allow 
‘‘ not the diflra^ed Chriftians either time or 
“ tranquillity for the election of a new monarch.” 

Tarik liftened to his advice. A Roman captive 
and profelyte, who had been enfranchifed by 
the caliph himfelf, aifaulted Cordova with feven 
hundred horfe : he fwam the river, furprifed the 
town, and drove the Chriftians into the great 
church, where they defended themfelves above 
three months. Another detachment reduced 
the fea-coafl of Boetica, which in the laft period 
of the Moorifh power has comprifed in a narrow 
fpace the populous kingdom of Grenada. The 
jnarch of Tarik from the Boetis to the Tagus 
was directed through the Sierra Morena, that 
feparates Andahifia and Caftille, till he appeared 

p. 327- Some credulous Spaniards believe that King Roderic? or 
Roderigo, elcaped to an bermit’s cell; and others that lie was call 
^.live into a tub full of ferpentsj from wlience be exclaimed witb a 
lamentable voice? tliey devour tbe part witb which I have fogrievouflj 
« finned.” (Don Quixote, part ii. L iii. c. b). 

'77 Tfhe direa road from Corduba to Toledo was meafured by 
Mr. Swinburne’s mules in 72 hours; but a larger computation muft 
be adopted for the How and devious marches of an army. The Arabs 
iraverfed the province of La Mancha, which the pen of Cervantes has 

transformed into claffic ground to the reader of every nation^ 

■ 
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. ■■ ^^. , moft zealous c# tfe had efcaped with 

j ■' the relics of their faints; and if the gates were 
Ihut, it was only till the victor had fubfcribed a 
: . fair and reafonable capitulation. The voluntary 
exiles were allowed to depart with their effects : 
feven churches were appropriated to the ChriC- 
tian worlhip; the archbilhop and his cler^ 
were at liberty to exercife their fun6lions, the 
monks to praftife or negle& their penance ; and 
the Goths and Romans were left in all civil and 
criminal cafes to the fubordinate jurifdifition of 
their own laws and magiftrates. But if the juf- 
tice of Tarik protected the Chriftians, his grati- 
tude and policy rewarded the Jews, to whofe 
fecret or open aid he was indebted for his moll 
important acquilitions. Perfecuted by the kings 
and lynods of Spain, who had often preffed the 
alternative of banifhment or baptifm, that outcaft 
nation embraced the moment of revenge : the 
fedmparifon of their pall and prefent Hate was 
the pledge of their fidelity ; and the alliance 
between the difciples of Mofes and of Mahomet, 
Was maintained till the final asra of their common 
expulfion. From the royal feat of Toledo, the 
Arabian leader fpread his conquefts to the north, 
over the ^d^ttl-fe^ihscfCaftille and Leon; but 
it is needlefs to ewiwwiite the cities that yielded 


1 The aatiquitlea of ToledO) Urbs Parn^a in the Pnnic wars> XIrbs 
Regm-m the vith centui^, are bnefly defcribed by Nonius (Hifpania^ 
59. p. iSi-r-1^6.)* He borrows from Roderic ihe fatale falaiium 
of Mooriih portraits ; but modeftly infmuates that it was no more than 
a Roman amphitheatre. 
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on his approach, or again to defcrihe the table 
of emerald'^’, tranfported from the Eaft 
Romans, acquired by the Goths among the fpoils 
of Rome, and prefented^ by Jhe Arabs to the 
throne of Damafous. : Beyond t the Auftrian 
mountains, the maritime town of Gij.<tos;waa the 
term’®° of the lieutenant of Mu&, who. bad .per- 
formed, with the fpeed of a traveller, his vic- 
torious march of feven hundred miles, from the 
rock of Gibraltar to the bay of Bifcay. The 
failure of land compelled him to retreat } and 
he was recalled to Toledo, to excufe his pre- 
fumption of fubduing a kingdom in the abfence 
of his general. Spain, which, in a more favage 
and diforderly date, had refilled, two hundred 
years, the arms of the Romans, was over-run in a 
few months by thofe of the Saracens j and fucb 
wat the eageruiefs of flibmiffion and that 

the governor of Cordova is recorded as- the; only 
chief who fell, without conditions, a prifoher into 
their hands. The caufe of the Goths had been 
irrevocably judged in the field of Xeres ; and^ in 
the national dilinay, each part of the monarchy 


" 7 ^ In the Hiftorla Arabum (c. 9. p. 17. ad calcem Elmacln), Roderic 
©f Toledo defcribes the emerald tables, and inferts the name of Medi- 
mt Almeyda in Arabic words and letters. He appears to be conver- 
fant with the Mahometan writers ; but I cannot agree with M. de 
Ouignes (Hitt, des Huns, tom.L p.350.), that he had read and tranf^ 
cribed Novalri ; becaufe he was dead an hundred years before Noirairi 
compofed his hiftory. This miftake is founded on a ftiil groller error. 
M.de Guignes confounds the hiftorian Roderic Ximenes Archbifhopof 
Toledo in the xiiith century, with Cardinal Ximenes who governed 
Spain in the beginning of the xvith, and was the fubje<tt, not the author? 
of hiftorical compofitions. 

Tarik might have infcribed on the laft rock, the boatt of Re^rd 
and his companions in their Lapland journey, Hie tandetn fletimus, 

nobis ubl -defuit orbis/^ - ’ “ ■ ' t 

declmea 
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declined a conteft witla the antagonift. who had 
vanquilhed the united ftrength of the whole'*^ 
That ftrength, had been wafted by two fucceffive 
feafons of famine andpeftilence; and the gover- 
nors, who were impatient to furrender, might ex- 
aggerate the difficulty of collecting th.e provifions 
of a fiege. To difarm the Chriftians, fuperftition 
likewife contributed her terrors : and the fubtle 
Arab encouraged the report of dreams, omens, 
and prophecies, and of the porti'aits of the def- 
tined conquerors of Spain, that were difcovered 
on breaking open an apartment of the royal 
palace. Yet a fpark of the vital flame was ftill 
alive ; fome invincible fugitives preferred a life of 
poverty and freedom in t^^eAuftrian vallies ; the 
hardy mountaineers repmfed the flaves of the 
caliph ; and the fword of Pelagias has been tranf- 
formed into the fceptre of the Catholic kings'®*. 

On the intelligence of this rapid fuccefs, the 
applaufe of Mufa degenerated into envy j and he 
began, not to complain, but to fear that Tarik 
would leave him nothing to fubdue. At the 
head of ten thoufand Arabs and eight thoufand 
Africans, he palled over in perfon from Mauri- 
tania to Spain : the firft of his companions were 
the nobleft of the Koreiflrj his eldeft fon was 
left in the command of Africa j the three 


Conqueft 
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Such was the argument of the traitor Oppas, and eveiy chief to 
whom it was addrefied did not anfwer with the fpirit of Pelagius^ 
bmnis Hifpauia dudum fub imo regimine Gotliorum, omnis exercitus 
Hifpanise in uno cougregatus Ifmaelitarum non valuit fuftiiiere impe- 
turn. ChromAtphonfi Regis, apud PagL tom.iih p. 17 

i«2 revival of the Gothic kingdom in the Allurias is diftincSliy 
though concjfeiy noticed by D'Anyille (Etats de FEiirope, p« 159.). 

4 ■ .younger 
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^olBger/ bretlire^ of aii' age and Tpirit to C H* A P. 

fecond the boldell enterprifes of ..their father. , 

At his landing in Alge:?:ire, he was refpe6lfully 
entertained by Count; Juiian, ,who ftifled his in- „ 
ward remorfe, and teftified, both in words and 
aaionsj that the vidlory of the Arabs had not 
impaired his attachment to their caufe. Some 
enemies yet remained for the fword of Mnfa# 

The tardy repentance of the Goths had com- 
pared their own numbers and thofe of the in- 
vaders; the cities from which the march of 
Tarik had declinedj confidered themfelves as 
impregnable ; and the braveft patriots defended 
the fortifications of Seville and Merida* They 
were fucceffively belleged and reduced by the 
labour of Mufe, who traiifported his camp from 

the Boetis to the Anas, from the Guadalquivir 
to the Guadiana. , When he behyd the works of 
Roman magnificence, the bridge, the aqiiedudls, 
the triumphal arches, and the theatre, of the 
ancient metropolis of Lufitania, “ I fliould ima- 
gine,^' faid be to his four companions, that 
the human race mull have united their art and 
power in the foundation of this city ; happy 
is the man who fliall become its mailer 1’* 

He afpired to that liappinefs, but the JEMeT4tcin^ 
fiillained on this occafioii the honour of theity 
dcfceot from the veteran legionaries of Au- 
gulliis^^^. Difdaining the confinement of their 
walls, they gave battle to the Arabs on the plain ; 

but ■ 

Tlie lionourable relics of tlie Cantabrian war (Dion. CaiTms, 

I.Uii. p. 7^0.) were planted in this metropolis of Lnlitania, perhaps or 
Spain (fubmittit cui tota fuos Hifpania fafces) Nonius (Hifpania? c. 31^ 
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btt an ambafcsifie riflng frora the flieltet of a 
quarry, or a fufe, etaftilfed their indifcretioii and 
intercepted their return. The wooden turrets 
of affault Were rolled forwards to the foot of the 
rampart ) but the defence of Merida was obfti* 
iate and long; and The ^ the martyrs 
Was a perpetual- of the Ioffes of the 

Mofiems.^ Thr of the befieged was 

at length ifemine and delpair; and 

Indent viStbf dilguifed his impatience 
Under the names of clemency and efleem. The 
alternative of ‘ exile or tribute was allowed ; the 
ehurches Wef b ii^ed between the two re- 
ligions) and tiie: wealth of thofe who had fallen 
ifflt- the’ "fiege, . Gafficia,^ '■ was eonfif- 

catet;^'‘®Eerewrdof fhfe'^tbful. ^ylhthe mid- 
way between Mlt&a ahffToredd, the lieutenant 
of Mufalaluted the vicegerent of the caliph, and 
condudled him to the palace of the Gothic 
tings. Their firff interview was cold and formal : 
a rigid accbiint' was exadbed of the treafures of 
Spain : the chara^er of Tarik was expofed to 
fiifpicion and obloquy; and the hero was ira- 
prifoned, reviled, and ignominioufly fcourged 
by the hand, or the command, of Mufa. ¥et 
fo ftrift was the difcipline, fo pure the zeal, 
Or lb primitive Mof- 

lems, thatv'»^^^^%i;|yblic indignity, Tarik 
could ferve and be trafted ra the redublion 
c^ ;tbe Tarragonefe province. A inofch was 

p, io6 — no.) emimerates the ancient lim^nres, but concludes with 
a %h : Urbs hsec olim noblilSma admagnam incolarum infrequentiam 
delapfa eft et prseter prifc^ claritatis ruiiias nihil oftendit. 

< ' ■ -lO 
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©refted at SaragotTa, by the lifeetality of the CHAP. 
Koreifli : the port of Barcelona Was opened . .. 

to the velTels of Syria ; and the Goths were 
purfued beyond the Pyrenean mountains into 
their Gallic province of Septimania or Lan- 
guedoc'®*. In the chnrch of St. Mary at Car- 
caffone, Mufa found, but it is improbable that he 
left, feven equeftrianftatuesof mafly filvetj arid 
from his term or column of Narboftnej he re- 
turned on his footfteps to the Gallfcian and t,tf- 
fitanian fhores of the ocean. During the abfence 
of the father, his fon Abdekziz chaftiffed the in- 
furgents of Seville, and reduced, from Malaga to 
Valentia, the fea-coafl of the Mediterranean: 
his original treaty with the difcreet and valiant 
Theodemir will reprefent the manners and po- 
licy of the times. “ The conditions of peace agreed 
and fii'orn bettceen Abdelaziz, the fon ofMuJh^ 

“ the fon qfNqJJir, and TheOdemir, prince qf the 
“ Goths. In the name of the raoft merciful God, 
“Abdelaziz makes peace on thefe conditions : 
that Theodemir fliall not be difturbed in his 


134 interpreters of Novairi, De Gnignes (Hill, des Hunst 

lomi. p. 349.) and Cardbnne(Hift. de f Mrique et deFEfpagne, 
p.935 94. io4j 105.), lead Mufa into tlie Karbonnefe Caul. But I find 
no mention of this entei^prife, either in Roderic of Toledo, orthe MSS^ 
pf the Efcurial, and the invafion of the Saracens is poRponed by a 
French chronicle till the ixth year after the conqueft of Spain, A. D. 
7ai(Pagi, Critica;? tom. iii. p.177. 195. Hiftonans of France, tom. jii,). 
I much queftion whether Mufa ever palfed the Pyrennees* 

Four hundred years after Theodemir, his territories of Murcia 
and Carthagena retain in the Kubian geographer Fdrili (p*l54. j6i.) 
the name of Tadmir (D’Anville, Etats de FEurope, p. 156. Pagi, 
tom. iii. p.i 74-)* In the prefent decay of Spanifh agriculture, Mr.Swin- 
burne (Travels into Spain, p*ii 90 furveyed with pleaiure the delicious? 
valley from Murcia to Orihuela, four leagues and a half of the iineft 
eorn^ piilfe, lucern, .orang.es, ^c*. 
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“ principality^nor any injury be offered to the life 
“ or property, the wives and children, the religion 
“ and temples, of the Ghriftians; that Theodemir 
lhall freely deliver his feven cities, Orihuela, 
« Valentola, Alicant, Mola, Vacafora, Bigerra 
“ (now Bejar), Ora (or Opta), and Lorca : that 
« fhall not aflift or entertain the enemies of the 
“ caliph, but lliall faithfully communicate 
“his knowledge of their hoflile deiigns : that 
“ himfelf, and each of the Gothic nobles, lhall 
‘‘ annually pay one piece of gold, four meafures 
“ of wheat, as many of barley, with a certain 
“ proportion of honey, oil, and vinegar ; and that 
“ each of their vaflals lhall be taxed at one moiety 
“ of the faid impofition. Given the fourth of 
“ Regeb, in the year of the Hegira ninety-four, 
“ and fubfcribed with the names of four Mu- 
“ fulman witneffes Theodemir and his 

fubjefits were treated with uncommon lenity ; 
but the rate of tribute appears to liave fluc- 
tuated from a tenth to a fifth, according to the 
fubmiffion or obftinacy of the Ghriftians In 

^ See the treaty in Arabic and Latin, in the Bibliotheca Arabico- 
Hifpana, tom. ii. p. 105, 106. It is figned the 4th of the month of 
Regeb, A. H. 94. the 5th of April, A. D. 713. a date which feems to 
prolong the refiftance of Theodemir, and the government of 

From the hiftory of Sandoval, p. 8 7. Fleury (Hill. Ecdef. tom.ix. 
p. a6i.) has given the fubftance of another treaty concluded A.JE. C« 
782, A-D. 734, between an Arabian chief and the Goths and Romans, 
of the territory of Conimbra in Portugal. The tax of the churches 
is fixed at twenty-five pounds of gold ; of the monafieries, fifty; of the 
cathedrals, one hundred : the Ghriftians are judged by their count, but 
in capital cafes he muft confult the alcaide. The church doors muft 
be !hut, and they muft refpedl the name of Mahomet. I have not the 
original before me ; it would'confirm or deftroy a dark fiifpidoii, that 
the piece has been forged to introduce the immunity of a neighbour- 
ing convent ■ , • ^ 
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this revolution, many partial "calamities were HAP. 
inflicted by the carnal or religious paflions of the i_ j 
enthufiafts ; fome churches were profaned by the 
new worftiip *. fome relics or images were coni 
founded with idols : the rebels were put to the 
fword; and one town (an obfcure place between 
Cordova and Seville) was razed to its foundations. 

Yet if we compare the invafion of Spain by the 
Goths, or its recovery by the kings of Cafliile 
and Arragon, we mull applaud the moderation 
and difcipline of the Arabian conquerors. 

The exploits of Mufa were performed in the Difgrace 
evening of life, though he alFedted to dilguife his 
age by colouring with a red powder the whitenefs 
of his beard. But in the love of adlion and glory, 
his breall was Hill fired with the ardour of youth j 
and the poffeflion of Spain w'as confidered only as 
the firfl Hep to the monarchy of Europe. With a 
powerful armament by fea and land, he was pre- 
paring to repafs the Pyrenees, to extinguifli in 
Gaul and Italy the declining kingdoms of the 
Franks and Lombards, and to preach the unity of 
God on the altar of the Vatican. From thence fub- 
duing the Barbarians of Germany, he propofed to 
follow the courfe of the Danube from its fource 
to the Euxine fea, to overthrow the Greek or 
Roman empire of Conllantinople, and returning 
from Europe to Afia, to unite his new acquifi- 
tions with Antioch and the provinces of Syria 

This defigii, which is attefted by federal Arabian hiftorians (Car- 
donnej tom, i. p,95> 96.)> may be compared with that of Mithridatesj 
to march fi'om the Crimsea to Rome ; or with that of Caefar, to con- 
quer the Eaflj and return home by the North : and all three are per- 
haps furpafTed by the real and fuccefsful enteiprife of Hannibal. 

1 1 ? But. 
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But liis vail enterprife, perhaps of eafy execu- 
tion, mull have feeaied^ extravagant to vulgar 
minds; and the vifionary conqueror was foon 
reminded of his dependence and fervitude- 
The friends of Tarik had elFe6lually Hated his 
' fervices and wrongs : at the court of Damaf- 
cus, the proceedings of Mufa were blamed, 
his intentions were fufpefited, and his delay in 
complying with the firft invitation, was chaftifed 
by an harflier and more peremptory fummons. 
An intrepid aneffenger of the caliph entered 
his camp at Lugo in Gallicia, and in the pa e- 
fence of the Saracens and Cha’illians araelled 
the bridle of his horfe. Jlis own loyalty, or 
that of his troops, inculcated the duty of obe- 
dience; aaad his difgrace was alleviated by the 

recal of his rival, and the permiflion of invell- 
ing with his two governments his two fons, 
Abdallah and Abdelaziz. His long triumph 
from Ceuta to Daanafcus difplayed the fpoils of 
Afric and the treafures of Spain ; four hun- 
dred Gothic nobles, with gold coronets and 
girdles, were difbinguilhed in his train ; and 
the number of male and female captives, fe- 
ledled for their birth or beauty, was computed 
at eighteen, or even at thirty, thoufand perfons. 
As foop as he reached Tiberias in Paleftine, he 
was apprifed of the licknefs and danger of the 
caliph, by a private melfage from Soliman, his 
brother and prefumptive heir; who wiflied to 
referve for his own reign the fpefitacle of vic- 
tory. Had Walid recovered, the delay of Mufa 
would have been criminal : he purllied his 

II march. 
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marcli, atid found an enemy on the throne. In c H A p. 
his trial before a partial judge, againft a popular , 

antagonift, lie was convi6l:ed of vanity and 
falfehood ; and a fine of two hundred thoufand 
pieces of gold, either exhaulled his poverty or 
proved his rapacioufnefs. The unworthy treat- 
ment of Tarik was revenged by a fimilar indig- 
nity ; and the veteran commander, after a public 
whipping, flood a whole day in the fun before 
the palace gate, till he obtained a decent exile, 
under the pious name of a pilgrimage to Mecca. 

The refentment of the caliph might have been 
fatiated with the ruin of Mufe 5 but his fears de- 
manded the extirpation of a potent and injured 
family. A fentence of death was intimated 
with fecrecy and fpeed to the trufty fervants 
of the throne both in Africa and Spain : and 
the forms, if not the fubftance, ofjuftice were 
fuperfeded in this bloody execution. In the 
mofch or palace of Cordova, Abdelaziz wasflain 
by the fwords of the confpirators they accufed 
their governor of claiming the honours of roy- 
alty : and his fcandalous marriage with Egilona, 
the widow of Roderic, offended the prejudices 
both of the Chriftians and Moflems. By a re- 
finement of cruelty, the head of the fon was pre- 
fented to the father, with an infulting queflion, 
whether he acknowledged the features of the 
rebel? “ I know his features,” he exclaimed 
with indignation : “ I affert his innocence ; and 
“ I imprecate the fame, a jufter, fate againft the 
“ authors of his death.” The age and defpair 
of Mufa raffed him above the power of kings j 
1 1 3 and 
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and he expired at Mecca of the anguilh of a 
broken heart. His rival was more favouiably 
treated : his fervices were forgiven ; and Tank 
was permitted to mingle with the crowd of 
flaves I am ignorant whether Count Julian 
was rewarded with the death which he deferved 
indeed, though not from the hands of the Sara- 
cens; but the tale of their ingratitude to the 
fons of Witiza is dilproved by the moft unquef- 
tionable evidence. The two royal youths were 
reinftated in the private patrimony of their hi- 
ther ; but on the deceafe of Eba, the elder, his 
daughter was unjuftly defpoiled of her portion 
by the violence of her uncle Sigebut. The 
iGiothic maid pleaded her caufe before the Caliph 
Halheim, and obtained the reftitution of her 
inheritance ; but flie was given in marriage to a 
noble Arabian, and their two fons, Ifaac and 
Ibrahim, were received in Spain with the confi- 
deration that was due to their origin and riches, 
A province is affimilated to the vi6lorious Hate 
by the introduction ofllrangers and the imitative 
fpirit of the natives ; and Spain, which had been 
fucceflvely tinCtured with Punic, and Roman, 
and Gothic blood, imbibed, in a few generations, 
the name and manners of the Arabs. The firft 
conquerors, and the twenty fucceffive lieu- 

I rnucli regret our lofs, or my ignorance* of two Arabic works 
of tlie viiith century, a Life of Miifa, and a Poem on the exploits of 
Tarlk. Of thefe authentic pieces, the former was compofed by a 
grandfon of Mufii, who had efcaped from the mafTacre of his kindred; 
the latter by the Vizir of the Bril Abdalrahman caliph of Spain, who 
might have converfed with ibme of the veterans of the conqueror 
(Biblk>t*Arabicodiifpana, torn, in p. 36. 139.). 


tenants 
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tenants of the caliphs, were attended by a nu- chap. 
merous train of civil and military followers, who 
pi’eferred a diftant fortune to a narrow home : 
the private and public intereft was promoted by 
the eftablifliment of faithful colonies ; and. the 
cities of Spain were proud to commemorate the 
tribe or country of their Eaftern progenitors. . 

The vi6torious though motley bands of Tarik 
and Mufa, afferted, by the name of Spaniards, 
their original claim of conqueft j y^t they allowed 
their brethren of Egypt to lhare their eftablifli- 
ments of Murcia and Lifbon. The royal legion 
of Damafcus was planted at Cordova ; that of 
Emefa at Seville ; that of Kinnifrin or Chalcis 
at Jaen ; that of Paleftine at Algezire and Me- 
dina Sidonia. The natives of Yemen and Per- 
fia were fcattered round Toledo and the inland 
country, and the fertile feats of Grenada were 
bellowed on ten thoufand horfemen of Syria and 
Irak, the children of the pureft and moll noble 
of the Arabian tribes'®'’. A fpirit of emulation, 
fometimes beneficial, more frequently dangerous, 
was nourilhed by thefe hereditary fadlions. T en 
years after the conquell, a map of the province 
was prefented to the caliph : the feas,, the rivers, 

* 5 "-’ Bibiioto Arab. Hifpanaj tom. ii. p.3S. 25 a. The former of thefe 
ijttotations is taken from a Biographia Hi/pankas hy an Arabian of 
¥a!entia (fee the copious ExtracSi:s„of Cahrh' tom. ii. p.30 — 12 1.); and 
the latter from a general Chronology of the Caliphs, and of the African 
and Spanifli Dynaflies, with a particular Hiftory of the Kingdom of 
Grenada, of which Cafiri has given almoft an entire verfion (Bibliot* 
Arabico-Hifpana, tom* iL p. 177— 319.). The author, Ebn Khateb^ 
a native of Grenada, and a contemporary: of-Novairi and Abulfeda 
(bom x\.D. 1313, died A. D. 1374)? was an hiftoriaa, g - 

phyfician, poet, &c. (tom. ii. p. 71, 72.). 

I I' 4 
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CHAP, and the harbours, the inhabitants and cities j 

. the climate, the foil, and the mineral produc- 

tions of the eai'th In the fpace of two cen-: 
turies, the gifts of nature were improved by 
the agriculture the manufadlures, and the 
commerce of an induftrious people ; and the ef- 
fedts of their diligence have been magnified by 
the idlenefs of their fancys, Thefirft oftheOm- 
miades who reigned in Spain folicited the fupport 
of the Chriftians ; and, in his edidt of peace and 
protedtion, he contents himfelf with a modeil 
impofition of ten thoufand ounces of gold, ten 
thoufand pounds of filver, ten thoufand horfesj 
as many mules, one thoufand cuirafles, with an 
equal number of hornets and lances The 
moll powerful of his fucceffors derived from the 
fame kingdom the annual tribute of tw'elve mil- 
lions and forty-five thoufand dinars or pieces of 


Cardonne. Hift. de I’Afrique et de I’Efpagne, tom. i. p.n 6, 1 1 ?. 

A copious treatife of liufbandryj by an Arabian ofSevillca intbe 
xiith centiiryj is in the Efcurial library, and Cafiiri had fome thoughts 
of tranflating it. He gives a lift of the authors quoted, Arabs, as well 
as Greeks, Latins, See,; but it is much if the Antklufian faw thefe 
ftrangers through the medium of his countryman Columella (Cafirl, 
Bibiiot. Arahico-Hifpana, tom-i. p. 3C&3 — 33 S.). 

Bibliot. Arabico-Hifpana, tom.ii. p. 104. Cafiri tranflates the 
original teftimony of the hiftoriaii Rafis, as it is alleged in the Arabic 
Biographia Hifpanica, pars ix. Bui I arn moft exceedingly' furprifed 
at the addrefs, Principibus cseteiifque Chriftianis Hifpanis fills CaJieHa* 
The name of Caftellse was unknown in the viiith century, the kingdom 
was not eredtedtill the year loaa, an hundred years after the time of 
Rafis, (Bibliot. tom. ii, p-.33o.), . and the appellation was always ex« 
preffive, not of a tributary province, but of a line of cqfiies indepen™ 
dent of the Mporifh ‘yoke (D Anville, Etats de fEurope, ' p« 1,66— 
170.)^ Had Cafiri been g critic,’ he would have cleared- a ciiilculty, 
perhaps of his own making. 
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gold, about fix millions of fterling money a c H A P. 
fum whicli, in the tenth century, moll probably , . 

furpaffed the united revenues of the Chriftian 
inonarchs. His royal feat of Cordova contained 
fix hundred mofchs, nine hundred baths, and 
two hundred thoufand houfes ; he gave laws to 
eighty cities of the firfl, to three hundred of the 
fecond and third order ; and the fertile banks of 
the Guadalquivir were adorned with twelve 
thoufand villages and hamlets. The Arabs might 
exaggerate the truth, but they created and they 
defcribe the moft profperous asra of , the riches, 
the cultivation, and the populoufnefs of Spain '”. 

The wars of the Mofleras were fandtified by Religious 
the prophet ; but, among the various precepts toleration, 
and examples of his life, the caliphs feledted the 
lefibns of toleration that might tend to difarm 
the refiftance of the unbelievers. Arabia was 
the temple and patrimony of the God of Maho- 
naet ; but he beheld with lefs jealoufy and affec- 
tion the nations of the earth. The polytheifts 
and idolaters, who were ignorant of his name. 
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Cardoiine. tom. i. p.337? ^38. He computes the revenue at 
S305OOO3O00 of French livres. The entire pidure of peace and prof- 
perity relieves the bloody uniformity of the Moorifli annals« 

I am happy enough to poiTefs a fplendid and interefting work^ 
lyhich has only been diftributed in prefents by the court of Madrid ? 
Bibliotheca Arahhio-Hifpana EfcuAialenftS) opera et Jludio Mtchadu 
Caftrh Syro Maronitm* Matrith in folio^ tomus prior^ 1760. t omits 
pojeriorf lyjo* The execution of this work does honour to the 
Spanilh prefs ; the MSS. to * the number of mdcgjcli, are judicioufly 
clalTed by the editor, and his copious extrads throw fame light on the 
Mahometan literature and hiftory of Spain* Thefe relics are how 
fecure, but the ta& has been fupinely delayed, till in the yeai* 1671 a, 
lire confumed the grea’teft. part of ' the Efcurial library, rich i'n the fpoils. 
'of Grenada and Morocco® ' " 
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C HAP, might be lawfully extirpated by his votaries 
, , but a wife policy fupplied the obligation of 

juftice; and after fome adls of intolerant zeal, 
the Mahometan conquerors of Hindoftan have 
fpared the pagods of that devout and populous 
country. The difciples of Abraham, of Mofes, 
. and of Jefus, were folemnly invited to accept the 
more perfed: revelation of Mahomet ; but if they 
preferred the payment of a moderate tribute, 
they were entitled to the freedom of confcience 
Propaga- and religious worfliip In a field of battle, the 
tionofMa- forfeit lives of the prifoners were redeemed by 
profefiion of IJlmi ; the females were bound to 
embrace the religion of their mailers, and a I’ace 
of fincere profelytes -was gradually multiplied by 
the education of the infant captives. But the 
millions of African and Aliatic converts, who 
fwelled the native band of the faithful Arabs, 
mull have been allured, rather than conllrained, 
to declare their belief in one God and the apollle 
of God. By the repetition of a fentence and the 
lofs of a forelkin, thefubjedlor the flave, the 
captive or the criminal, arofe in a moment the 
free and equal companion of the viiSlorious 

TKe ifor&'iV as they are Hyled, qui, tolerari neqneunty are,. 

Thofe who j Gods worihip the fu% moon, or idok Athelfisa 

Utrique® quaradiu \ ptiAceps aliqttis inter Mohanimedanos fiipereft 
oppngnari debent donee religionem" ampledlanttir, nec reqnies iis con- 
cedenda eft, nee pretium acceptandimi pro obtiiienda confeientise Hber- 
tate (Reland, Diftertat. x. de Jure Militari Mohamiriedam tom-iii* 
p» 14.),; ' A,: rigid theory ! 

The' diftm6:ion between a proferibed and a tolerated fetft, be- 
tween the ifcr&’i and ' the .People, of the Book, the believers in fome 
divine revelation, is 'corredlly defined in the converfation of the Caliph 
. . Al' .Mamum with the idolaters of Sab^ans of Charrse* , Hottinger, Hit; 
Orient, p, io7j loS. 

Moflems. 
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Moflems. Eveiy fin was expiated, every engage- c HA P. 
ment was diflblved : the vow of celibacy was 
fuperfeded by the indulgence of nature; the 
aQ:ive fpirits who flept in the cloifter were 
awakened by the trumpet of the Saracens; and 
in the convulfion of the world, every member of 
a new fociety afcended to the natural level of his 
capacity and courage. The minds of the multi- 
tude were tempted by the invilible as well as 
temporal blefiings of the Arabian prophet ; and 
charity will hope that many of his profelytes 
entertained a ferious conviction of the truth and 
fanCtity of his revelation. In the eyes of an 
inquifitive polytheift, it muft appear worthy of 
the human and the divine nature. More pure 
than the lyftem of Zoroafler, more liberal than 
the law of Mofes,'the religion of Mahomet might 
feem lefs inconfiftent with reafon, than the creed 
of myllery and fuperftition, which, in the feventh 
century, difgraced the fimplicity of the golpel- 

In the extenfive provinces of Perfia and Africa, Fall of the 
the national religion has been eradicated by the Magians 

• ^ of JPcrfiSi® 

Mahometan faith. The ambiguous theology of 
the Magi ftood alone among the feCls of the Eaft: 
but the profane writings of Zoroafter*®* might, 

The Zend or Pazend, the bible of the Gbebers, is reckoned by 
tbemfelvess or at leail by the Mahometans, among the ten books which 
Abraham received from heaven ; and their religion is honourably Hyled 
the religion of Abraham (D’Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 701. ; Hyde, 
de Religione vetenim Perfarum, c. lii.p. ^7, a8, &c.). I much fear 
that we do not polTefs any pure and^r^^ defcription of the fyltem of 
Zoroafter. Dr. Prideaux (Conne< 51 :ion, vol. i. p. 300. oifavo) adopts 
the opinion that he had been the Have and fcholar of fome Jewilh 
prophet in the captivity of Babylon. Perhaps the Perfians, who have 
been the mailers of the Jews, would affert the honour, a poor honour, 
of being tbdr mailers.- ■ ' ' ■ 
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c H A p. under the reverend name of Abraham, be dex- 
trouflj connefited with the chain of divine reve- 
lation. Their evil principle, the dminon Ahri- 
man, might be reprefented as the rival or as the 
creature of the God of light. The temples of 
Perfia were devoid of images ; but the worlhip 
of the fun and of fire might be fiigmatized as a 
grofs and criminal idolatry*^®. The milder fen- 
timent was confea’ated by the pra6tice of Maho- 
met’“ and the prudence of the caliphs ; the 
Magians or Ghebers were ranked with the Jews 
and Chriflians among the people of the written 
law“' ; and as late as the third century of the 
Hegira, the city of Herat will afford a lively 
contrail of private zeai and public toleration 
Under the payment of an annual tribute, the 
Mahometan law fecured to the Ghebers of 
Herat, tlieir civil and religious liberties : but 
the recent and humble inofcli was overlhadowed 

The Arabian Nights? a faithfui and amufing pldlure of the 
Oriental world, reprefent in the nioft odious colours the Magians? or 
worfhippers of fire, to whom they attribute the annual facrifice of a 
Mufiilman, The religion of ‘Zoroafter has not ■ the leaft affinity with 
that of the Hindoos, yet they are often confounded by the Mahome* 
tans ; and the fword of Timour was fiiarpened by this mifiake (Hift* 
deTimonr Bee, par Cherefeddin All Yezdi, I. V.). 

Vie de Mahomet, par Gagnier, tom* iii, p* 114, 1 15 * 

Hx tres fedlsB, Jud^i, Chrifiiani, et' qui inter Ferfas Magorimi 
iiifiitutis addicSli funt^ jtetT popuU llbri dicuntur (Reland, Dif- 

fertat. tom. iii. p. 15.). The Caliph A 1 Mamun confirms this honour-^ 
able difiindlion in favour of three fecSls, with the vague and equivocal 
religion of the Sabseans, under which the ancient polytheifts of Charrse 
were allowed to llielter their idolatrous worJhip (Hottinger, liift* 
Orient p. 167, 168.}. 

This fingukr fiory. is related by B’Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient, 
p. 448, 449») on the faith of Khondemir, and by Mirchond himfelf 
(Hift.priorum Regum Perfarum? dec. p.'9? 10. not, p*:.88, ■ 

by 
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by the antique fplendour of the adjoining tem- CHA R 
pie of fire. A fanatic Iman deplored, in his , , 

iermons, the fcandalous neighbourhood, and ac- 
cufed the weaknefs or indifference of the faith- 
ful. Excited by his voice, the people affembled 
in tumult ; the two houfes of prayer were con- 
fumed by the flames, but the vacant ground was 
immediately occupied by the foundations of a 
new mofch. The injured Magi appealed to the 
fovereign of Chorafan ; he promifed juflice and 
relief; when, behold! four thoufand citizens of 
Herat, of a grave character and mature age, 
unanimoufly fwore that the idolatrous fane had 
never exifted ; the inquifition was filenced, and 
their confcienee was fatisfied (fays the hiftorian 
Mirchond with this holy and meritorious per- 
jury But the greateft part of the temples 


Mrchond (Mohamnied Emir Kkoondah a native of Heraty 
compofed in the Perfian language a general hiftory of the Eallj from 
the creation to the year of the Hegira 875 (A,D> 1471). In the year 
904 (A,D. 1498) the hiftorian obtained the comnaand of a princely 
library? and his applauded work? in feven or twelve parts? was abbre- 
viated in three volumes by his fon Khondemir? A.H. 9^7, A. D. 15 ao. 
The two writers? moft accurately diftinguifhed by Petit de la Croix 
(Hift. de Genghizcan? p. 537? 538. 544* 595 *)> loofely confounded 
by D’Herbelot (p. 358? 410. 994? 995 -)* numerous extraifts? 

under the improper name of Khondemir? belong to the father rather 
than the fon. The hiftorian of Genghizcan refers to a MS. of Mir- 
chond? which he received from the hands of his friend D’Herbelot 
himfelf. A curious fragment (the Tahcrian and Soffarian Dynafties) 
has been lately publilhed in Perftc and Latin (Viennse? 178a? in 4to. 
cum notis Bernard de Jenifch) ; and the editor allows us to hope for a 
continuation of Mirchond. 

. Quo. teftimonio boni fe quidpiam' prseftifte: opinabantur. Yet. 
Mirchond muft have condemned their zeal? llnce he approved the 
legal toleration of the Magi? cui (the fe temple) peraifto fingulis amiis 
censu? uti: facra Moliammedis lege- cautum?^ ah omnibus- moieftiL ac 
»neribus libero elUs licuit. ■ . ■ 


of 
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c H A P. of Pei’fia were ruined, by the infenfible and ge* 

, , neral delertion of their votaries. It was infei^ble, 

fince it is not accompanied with any ineraoriai 
of time or place, of perfecution or reliflance. It 
was genera/, fince the whole realm, from Shiraz 
to Samarcand, imbibed the faith of the Koran; 
and the prefervation of the native tongue reveals 
the defcent of the Mahometans of Perfia^°^ In 
the mountains and deferts, an obftinate race of 
unbelievei's adhered to the fuperftition of their 
fathers; and a faint tradition of theMagian theo- 
logy is kept alive in the province ofKirman, along 
the banks of the Indus, among the exiles of Surat, 
and in the colony which, in the lall century, was 
planted by Shaw Abbas at the gates of Ifpahan. 
The chief pontiff has retired to Mount Elbourz, 
eighteen leagues from the city of Yezd : the per- 
.petual fire (if it continue to burn) is inacceffible 
to the profane ; but his refidence is the fchool, 
the oracle, and the pilgrimage, of the Ghebers, 
whofe hard and uniform features atteft the un- 
mingled purity of their blood. Under the jurif- 
di6lion of their elders, eighty thoufand families 
maintain an innocent and induflrious life; their 
fubfiftence is derived from feme curious manu- 
fa6lures and mechanic trades ; and they cultivate 
the earth with the fervour of a religious duty. 


The laft Magian of name and power appears to be Mardavige 
the Dilemitej who, in the beginning of the loth century, reigned in 
the northern provinces of Perfia, near the Cafpian lea (D’Herbelot, 
Bibliot. Orient. p«335.). But his foldiers and fucceflbrs, the BmMesf 
either profelfed or embraced the Mahometan faith ; and under their 
dynafly (A.D, 933 — 1030) I Ihould place thefiiHof the religion of 
Zoroaller. 

10 Their 
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Their ignorance withftood the defpotifm of Shaw c H A P. 
Abbas, who demanded with threats and tortures 
theprophetic books of Zoroafterj and this obfcure 
remnant of the Magians is Ipared by the modera- 
tion or contempt of their prefentfovereigns“\ 

The northern coaft of Africa is the only land ^ 
in which the light of the Golpel, after a long and chriftL 
perfedt eftablifhment, has been totally extin- “ty in 
guilhed. The arts, which had been taught by 
Carthage and Rome, were involved in a cloud 
of ignorance; the dodlrine of Cyprian and Au- 
guftin was no longer lludied. Five hundred 
epifcopal churches were overturned by the hoftile 
furyoftheDonatifts, the Vandals, and the Moors. 

The zeal and numbers of the clergy declined ; 
and the people, without difcipline, or knowledge, 
or hope, fubmiffively funk under the yoke of the 
Arabian prophet. Within fifty years after the 
expulfion of the Greeks, a lieutenant of Africa 
informed the caliph that the tribute of the in- 
fidels was aboliflied by their converfion“% and, 
though he fought to difguife his fraud and re- 
bellion, his fpecious pretence was drawn from 
the rapid and extenfive progrefs of the Maho- 
metan faith. In the next age, an extraordinary A.D. 83?. 
miffion of five bifhops was detached from Alex- 

The prefent Hate of the Ghebers m Perfia is taken from Sir 
John Chardinj not indeed the moft leariied 5 but the moft judicious and. 

Inquifitiye of our modern travellers (Voyages in Perfe, tom. ii. p. Xo9« 
iji 4to»). His brethren? Pietro de la Valle? Clearius? Theve- 
not? Tavernier? &c. whom I have fruitlefely fearched? had neither eyes 
nor attention for this interellmg people. 

The letter of Abdoulrahman, governor or tyrant of Africa, to 
the Caliph Aboul Abbas, the firft of the Abaflides, is dated 
(Cardonne, Hift.d’Afrique et de fEfpagne, toma. pa68.> 
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c HAP, andria to Cairoan. 

LI. 


They were ordained by the 
Jacobite patriarch to cherifli and revive the dying 
embers of Chriftianity®°®: but the interpofition oi 
a foreign pr elate, a flranger to the Latins, an ene- 
my to the Catholics, fuppofes the decay anddif- 
folution of the African hierarchy. It was no longer 
the time when the fucceflbr of St. Cyprian, at the 
head of a numerous fynod, could maintain an 
equal conteft with the ambition of the Roman 
A.D.IOJ3 pontiff. In the eleventh century, the unfortunate 
>—1076. prieft who was feated on the ruins of Carthage, 
implored the arras and the protection of the 
Vatican ; and he bitterly complains that his 
naked body had been fcourged %the Saracens, 
and that his authority was difputed by the 
four fuffragans, the tottering pillars of his throne. 
Two epiftles of Gregory the Seventh*"* are 
deftined to footh the diftrefs of the Catholics 
and the pride of a Moorifli prince. The pope 
affures the fultan that they both worfhip the 
fame God, and may hope to meet in the bofom 
of Abraham ; but the complaint, that tiiree 
bilhops could no longer be found to confecrate 
a brother, announces the fpeedy and inevitable 
ruin of the epifcopal order. The Chriflians of 
Africa and Spain had long fince fubmitted to the 
practice of circumcifion and the legal abflinence 
from wine and porkj and the name of Moza- 

BIbliotlieque Orientale, p. 66. Renaudot, fflfit, Patiiarch. Alex, 
p.a87) a88. 

Among the Epiftles of tlie Popes, fee Leo IX. epift. 3. Gre- 
gor. VII. l.i. epift. 22,43. !• epift. 19> 20, ai.; and the criticifms of 
Pag! (tola. iv.A.D. 1053, N"' 14. A.D. 1073, 13.), who inveftigates 
the name and family of the Moorifli prince, with whom the proudeft 
of the Roman pontiffs fo politely correlponds. 

rabes, 


and Spain, • 
A.B. ■ 

si49»&c. 
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(adoptive Arabs) was applied to tbeir c H A P. 
civil or religious conformity About the mid- 
die of the twelfth century the worfliip of Chiift ' 
and the fucceiUon of pallors were aboliflied along 
the eoaft of Barbary, and in the kingdoms of Cor- 
dova and Seville, of Valencia and Grenada 
The throne of the Alraohades, or Unitarians, was 
founded on the blindeft fanaticifm, and their ex- 
traordinary rigour might be provoked or juftified 
by the recent victories and intolerant zeal of the 
princes of Sicily and Callille, of Arragon and 
Portugal. The faith of the Mozarabes was oc- 
cafionally revived by the papal miffionaries; and, A.D.i53i” 


MozarabeSj or Moftarabes, adjcltitlh as it is interpreted in Latin 
(Pocock, Specimen Hill. Arabum, p.395 40. Bibliot. Ambico-Hifpana» 
tom. ii. p. 1 8.). The Mozarabic liturgy > tbe ancient ritual of tbe diurck 
of Toledo, bas been attacked by tbe popes, and expofed to tbe doubtful 
trials of Iword and of fire (Marian. Hill. Hilpan. tom. i. 1 . ix. c. 1 8. 
p. 378}. It was, or ratber it is, in tbe Latin tongue; yet in tbe xitjb 
century it was found necelTary (A. iE. C. 161^7. A. B. 1039) to trans- 
cribe an Arabic verfion of tbe canons of tbe councils of Spain (Bibliot. 
Arab, Hill. tom.L p. 547.)? for tbe ufe of tbe bi&ops and clergy in tbe 
Moorilb kingdoms. 

About the middle of tbe xtb century, tbe clergy of Cordova was 
reproached with this criminal compliance, by tbe intrepid.envoy of the 
Emperor Otbo I. (¥it. Johan. Gorz, in Seoul. Benedidl. V* N' 115® 
apud Fleury, Hill. Eccles. tom. xii. p. 91.). 

Pagi, Critlca, tom. iv- A.D. 1149, 9 * juftly obferves® 

that when Seville, See, were retaken by Ferdinand of Caftille, no Cbiif- 
tians, except captives, were found in tbe place ; and that tbe Moza- 
rabic churches of Africa and Spain, deferibed by James a Vitriaco, 
A.B. xzxS> (Hill. Hierofol. c. 80. p. 1095. in Gelt. Bei per Francos# 
are copied from fome older book. I iball add, that tbe date of ^tbe 
Hegira 677' (A.B. 1278) muft apply to tlie copy, not the compofition, 
of a treatife of jurifpradence, which Hates tbe civil rights of tbe 
CbriHians of Cordova (Bibliot. Arab. Hill.:tom. i. p. 47 ^ 0 » 
tbe .Jews were tbe only diffenters,, whom Abul Waled, Kong- of 
Grenada ,(A. D. 13 13}, could either difcounteaance or tolerate (tom. ii* 
p.388.). - ■ ' 
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Toleration 
of tlie 
Cliriflians. 


on the landing of Charles the Fifth, fome families 

of Latin Chriftians were encouraged to rear their 

heads at Tunis and Algiers. But the feed of the 
Gofpel was quickly eradicated, and the long pio- 
vince from Tripoli to the Atlantic has loft all 
memory of the language and religion of Rome"L 
After the revolution of eleven centuries, the 
Jews and Chriftians of the Turkifli empire enjoy 
the liberty of confcience which was granted by tne 
Arabian caliphs. During the firft age of the con- 
queft, they fufpeaed the loyalty of the Catholics, 
whofe name of Melchites betrayed their fecret aL 
tachment to the Greek emperor, while the NeL 
torians and Jacobites, his inveterate enemies, 
approved themfelves the fincere and voluntary 
friends of the Mahometan government""*. ^ Let 
tins partial jealoufy was healed by tunc and lub- 
miffioo; the churches of Egypt were ibared with 
the Catholics"'^; and all tlie Oriental fe6ts were 
included in the common benefits of toleration. 


lOCUlUCAl . 

The raiih,'^'he imnuieitieSj t!ie doraeftic jiirit- 

1, .a. w / Hi!,. 


diction, of the patriarchs, the bifliops, and tlie 


n, Renaudot, Hlft. Patriarch. Alex. p. a88. Leo Africanus would 
have flattered his Roman mafters, could he have difcovered any latent 

'■“2 » fc Vifc .f l«o U,c„ 

Heftorianosr quorum prseter Arabas nullus alius rex eft> ^ 

quorum reges'amovendo Arabibua hello non defiftunt, c. 

Colleaions of Affemannus (BMot. Onent. 

Hate of the Neftorians under the calpha. Ihat of * 

more concifely expofed in the Prelimmary Diflertatioii ol th. fecond 

t ■ At " '’A 2. A taiut of tli6 Moiiotlielitc liGi tfy 

mi'ght render‘the foft of thefe Greek patriarchs lefs loyal to the em- 
nerors and lefs obnoxious to the Arabs. 

^ clergy, 
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clergy, were prote6ted by the civil magiftrate: the c H A P. 
learning of individuals recommend them to the , , 

employments of fecretaries and phyficians: they 
were enriched by the lucrative collection of the 
revenue ; and their merit was fometimes raifed to 
the command of cities and provinces. A ca- 
liph of the houfe of Abbas was heard to declare 
that the Chriftians were moft worthy of truft in 
the adminiftration of Perfia. “ The Modems,” 
faid he, “ will abufe their prefent fortune ; the 
“ Magians regret their fallen greatnefs ; and the 
Jews are impatient for their approaching deli- 
verance*'*.” But the Haves of deipotifm are Their 
expofed to the alternatives of favour and dif- 
grace. The captive churches of the Eaft have 
been afflicted in every age by the avarice or bi- 
gotry of their rulers; and the ordinary and legal 
rellraints mull be offenfive to the pride or the 
zeal of the Chriftians About two hundred 
years after Mahomet, they were feparated from 
their fellow-fubjeCts by a turban or girdle of a 
lefs honourable colour ; inftead of horfes or 
mules, they were condemned to ride on afles, in 
the attitude of women. Their public and pri- 
vate buildings were meafured by a diminutive 
ftandard ; in the ftreets of the baths it is their 

Motadliedj wlio had reigned from A. D. 89a to 902. The Ma« 
glass ftill held their name and rank among the religions of the em- 
pire (AiTemannl^ BIbliot. Orient, tom. iv.p. 97.), 

, . Reland explains the general rellraints of the Mahometan policy 
and jurifprudence XDilffirtat. tom. in p. 16 — 20.). . The oppreffive 
edidls of the Caliph Motawakkel (A. D. 847 — 86i»)>which are Hill in 
. forces' are - noticed by Eutychius (AnnaL torn. ii. p. 448.) and D^Her- 
be]ot' (BibliGt.' Orient, p.640.). A perfecution of the Caliph Omar JL 
13 related^ and moft probably magnified, by the Greek Theophanes 
(O-iron. p. 334»X 
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c H A p. duty to give way or bow down before the meaHeft 
. of the people ; and their teftiniony is rejected, 

if it may tend to the prejudice of a true believer. 
The pomp of proceffions, the found of bells or of 
pfahnody, is interdicted in their worftiip ; a de- 
cent reverence for the national faith is impofed 
on their fermons and converfations ; and the fa- 
crilegious attempt to enter a mofch, or to feduce 
a Mufulinan, will not be futfered to efcape with 
impunity. lii a time however of tranquillity and 
juftice the Chriftians have never been compelled 
to renounce the Gofpel or to embrace the Koran ; 
but the punifliment of death is inflicted upon the 
hpoftates who have profefled and deferted the 
law of Mahomet. The martyrs of Cordova pro- 
voked the fentence of the Cadhi, by the public 
confeflion of their inconftancy,or their paflionate 
inveClives againft the perfon and religion of the 
prophet^'^ 

Theem- At the end of the firll century of the Hegira, 
the Caliphs were the molt potent and abfolute 
A.D. 718. monarchs of the globe. Their prerogative was 
not circumfcribed, either in right or in faCt, by 
the power of the nobles, the freedom of the 
commons, the privileges of the church, the 
votes of a fenate, or tlie memory of a free 


The martyrs of- Cordova (A...!)* '850? &c.) are commemorated 
and jiiitified by St.Eulogius, who at length fell a vidtim himfelf. A 
fynod, convened by the calipli? ambjgnouily cenfured their rafhnefs® 
The moderate Fleiiry cannot reconcile their conducil with the difcipline 
of antiquity, toutefois Fautorite de Fegliie, &c. (Fleury, Hift. Eccle£ 
tom. X. p> 415 — 5za. particularly p* 451. 508? 509*). Their authentic 
ads throw a .Ibrong 'though tranfieht light on the Spanifii church in 
die. ixta rcrituiT* ; 
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conftitution. The apthority of the^ ^compa- c h a p. 
tiions of Mahomet expired with their lives ; ^ 
and the chiefs or emirs of the Arabian tribes 
left behind, in the defert, the fpirit of equality 
and independence. The regal and facer- 
dotal chara6ters were united in the fucceflbrs 
of Mahomet ; and if the Koran was the rule of 
their adlions, they were the fuprerae judges and 
interpreters of that divine book. They reigned 
by the right of conqueft over the nations of the 
Eaft, to whom the name of liberty was unknown, 
and who were accuftomed to applaud in their 
tyrants the a<Sts of violence and feverity that 
were exercifed at their own expence. Undci the 
laft of the Ommiades, the Arabian empire ex- 
tended two hundred days’ journey from eaft to 
well, from the confines of Tartary and I ndia to 
the fhores of the Atlantic ocean. And H we re- 
trench the fleeve of the robe, as it is llyled by 
their writers, the long and narrow province of 
Africa, the folid and compaa dominion from 
Fargana to Aden, from Tarfus to Surat, will 
fpread on every fide to the raeafure of four or 
five months of the march of a caravan”'”. We 
fliould vainly feek the indilibluble union and 
eafy obedience that pervaded the government 
of Auguftns and the Antonines but the pro- 
grefs of the Mahometan religion diffifted oimr 
this ample fpace a general refemblance of man- 

See tHe article EJIamiab (as we fay Chrifleiidom)} in tlie Biblio- 
tlieqiie Orientale (p. 32^5.). This chart of the Mahometan world is 
fuited ‘by the author, Ebn Alwardi, to the year of the Hegira 385 
{A.. D, 995). Since that time, the lofles in Spain have been over^ 
balanced bft^sconqueils ’ in India,. Tart^uy and the European Turkey^ 
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the decline and fall, &c. 

„ers ana opinions. The langu.age and laws of 
the Koran were ftudicd with equal 
Samarcand and Seville: the Mo»r and^^Ae 
Indian embraced as countiynien . , , . 

in the pilgrimage of Mecca ; and the Aiabian 

languagewas adopted as the 

the provinces to the weftward of the li» n • 

Tlie Arabic of the Koran is taught as . dea^Shcot' 
college of Mecca. By the Danifh traveller, Yemen to the 

pared to the Latin ; the vulgar tongue of Lfcja- th, 

Italian: and the D^riptm de l’ Arabic, 

Provencal,: Spanilh and Portuguefe (Niebuhr, Delcnption 

p- 743 &C.)* 


end of t 
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